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Saint Obitius

Reliquary and altar of St. Obitius, Niardo.

Born February 4, ~1150 AD
Niardo

Died December 6, ~1204 AD

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Beatified 1600 (cultus confirmed) by Pope
Clement VIII

Major shrine Niardo

Feast December 6; February 4

Attributes depicted as a warrior on horseback

Patronage Niardo
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Saint Obitius (Italian: Sant'Obizio) (February 4, c. 1150 -
December 6, c. 1204) was an Italian saint. He was born in
Niardo, in the Brescia, around 1150 (tradition holds that the
day was February 4). His father, Gratiadeus (Graziodeo), was
a knight and governor of Valcamonica. Obitius was devoted to
Saint Margaret as a youth, and displayed an image of this
virgin martyr and his armorial device.[1]

His family had connections with the local religious community.
An uncle had founded two monasteries and another relative
had befriended Saint Constantius (San Costanzo), the other
patron saint of Niardo. Obitius nevertheless became a knight
and married the countess Inglissenda Porro, with whom he had
four children: Jacopo, Berta, Margherita, and Maffeo. Obitius
had a successful military career as a knight, and participated in
the wars between Cremona and Brescia.[1]
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Conversion [edit]

An event led Obitius to abandon his military career. On July 7,
1191, at the Battle of the Malamorte, on the Oglio River, in
Brescian territory, Obitius was leading an army against the
Bergamaschi. The Bergamese retreated across a wooden
bridge, and they were pursued by Obitius and his fellow
knights. The collective weight of the soldiers, the knights’ armor, and the knights' horses caused the bridge to
collapse, and Obitius and all the combatants plunged into the water. According to his legend, while he was in
the water, he had a terrifying vision of Hell. Obitius managed to escape from drowning and thereafter decided to
dedicate himself to a spiritual life. Despite resistance to this idea from his family, Obitius’ determination
eventually swayed them, and two of his children, Margherita and Maffeo, also became a nun and monk,
respectively.[1]

Obitius lived in completely poverty, penance, and prayer and dedicated himself to working for a Benedictine
convent. In 1197, he was eventually allowed to become an oblate in the monastery of Santa Giulia in Brescia.
Obitius spent the rest of his life at the monastery, performing various acts of charity. Miracles were attributed to
him. He was buried with great honor at the monastery church of Santa Giulia in Brescia.[1]

Veneration [edit]

In 1498, it was reported that the urn containing Obitius’ relics began to miraculously issue water. His relics were
translated to the altar of Santa Giulia and in 1553, the same phenomenon was again reported. In the jubilee
year of 1600, his cult was approved by the Vatican.

In 1526-7, Romanino painted the story of Obitius’ life in a series of frescoes (Storie di sant'Obizio), in the
basilica of San Salvatore at Brescia.

When the monastery of Santa Giulia was suppressed in 1797 during the era of the Cisalpine Republic, Niardo
demanded the relics of Obitius from Brescia and are today contained in the main altar of the parish church of
Niardo.
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Oda of Canterbury

Oda
Archbishop of Canterbury

Appointed 941

Term ended 958

Predecessor Wulfhelm

Successor Ælfsige

Other posts Bishop of Ramsbury

Orders
Consecration between 909 and 927

Personal details
Born unknown

Died 2 June 958

Sainthood
Feast day 4 July

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church[1]

Eastern Orthodox Church[2]

Canonized Pre-Congregation[2]

Attributes Archbishop holding a chalice

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the Archbishop of Canterbury. For the Scottish princess, see Saint Oda.

Oda (or Odo;[1] died 958), called the Good or the Severe, was a 10th-century Archbishop of Canterbury in England. The son of a Danish invader,
Oda became Bishop of Ramsbury before 928. A number of stories were told about his actions both prior to becoming and while a bishop, but few of
these incidents are recorded in contemporary accounts. After being named to Canterbury in 941, Oda was instrumental in crafting royal legislation as
well as involved in providing rules for his clergy. Oda was also involved in the efforts to reform religious life in England. He died in 958 and legendary
tales afterwards were ascribed to him. Later he came to be regarded as a saint, and a hagiography was written in the late 11th or early 12th century.
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Early career [edit]

Oda's parents were Danish, and he may have been born in East Anglia.[3] His father was said to have been a Dane who came to England in 865,
together with the Viking army of Ubba and Ivar, and presumably settled in East Anglia. Oda's nephew Oswald of Worcester later became Archbishop of
York. It is possible that Oswald's relatives Oscytel, afterwards Archbishop of York, and Thurcytel, an abbot, were also relatives of Oda, but this is not
known for sure.[4]

In Byrhtferth of Ramsey's Life of Saint Oswald, Oda is said to have joined the household of a pious nobleman called Æthelhelm, whom he accompanied to Rome on pilgrimage. While on pilgrimage,
Oda healed the nobleman's illness.[5] Other stories, such as those by the 12th-century writer William of Malmesbury, describe Oda as fighting under Edward the Elder and then becoming a priest,
but these statements are unlikely. Other statements in the Life have Oda being named "Bishop of Wilton" by the king, who is stated to have been Æthelhelm's brother.[4] The chronicler may be
referring, slightly inaccurately, to Aethelhelm cousin of the king. This benefactor has also been associated with bishop Athelm, who reportedly sponsored Oda in his ecclesiastical career.[6] Some
sources state that Oda became a monk at Fleury-sur-Loire in France.[4][7]

Bishop of Ramsbury [edit]

Oda was consecrated Bishop of Ramsbury sometime between 909 and 927,[8] not to Wilton as stated by both William of Malmesbury and the Life. The appointment was most likely made by King
Æthelstan, and the first securely attested mention in documents of the new bishop occurs in 928, when he is a witness to royal charters as bishop.[4] According to the late tenth-century chronicler,
Richer of Rheims, in 936 Æthelstan sent Oda to France to arrange the return to the throne of France of King Louis IV.[9][10][a] Louis was Æthelstan's nephew[12] and had been in exile in England for
a number of years.[9] However, this story is not related in any contemporary records.[4] Oda was said to have accompanied King Æthelstan at the Battle of Brunanburh in 937.[5][13] It was at this battle
that Oda is said to have miraculously provided a sword to the king when the king's own sword slipped out of its scabbard. A Ramsey chronicle records that in the 1170s, the sword was still preserved
in the royal treasury, although the chronicler carefully states the story "as is said" rather than as fact.[14] There are no contemporary records of Oda's appearance at the battle.[4] In 940, Oda
arranged a truce between Olaf III Guthfrithson, king of Dublin and York, and Edmund I, king of England.[4][b]

Archbishop of Canterbury [edit]

In 941 Oda was named Archbishop of Canterbury.[15] During his time as archbishop, he helped King Edmund with the new royal law-code,[4] which had a number of laws concerned with ecclesiastical
affairs.[5] The archbishop was present, along with Archbishop Wulfstan of York, at council that proclaimed the first of these law codes and which was held by Edmund[16] at London, over Easter
around 945 or 946.[17] Oda also settled a dispute over the Five Boroughs with Wulfstan.[5]

Oda also made constitutions, or rules, for his clergy. His Constitutions of Oda are the first surviving constitutions of a 10th-century English ecclesiastical reformer.[18] Oda reworked some statutes
from 786 to form his updated code, and one item that was dropped were any clauses dealing with paganism.[19] Other items covered were relations between laymen and the clergy, the duties of
bishops, the need for the laity to make canonical marriages, how to observe fasts, and the need for tithes to be given by the laity.[20] The work is extant in just one surviving manuscript, British
Museum Cotton Vespasian A XIV, folios 175v to 177v. This is an 11th-century copy done for Wulfstan II, Archbishop of York.[21]

At the death of King Eadred of England in 955, Oda was one of the recipients of a bequest from the king, in his case a large amount of gold.[22] He was probably behind the reestablishment of a
bishopric at Elmham, as the line of bishops in that see starts with Eadwulf of Elmham in 956.[23] Oda crowned King Eadwig in 956, but in late 957 the archbishop joined Eadwig's rival and brother
Edgar who had been proclaimed king of the Mercians in 957, while Eadwig continued to rule Wessex.[24] The exact cause of the rupture between the two brothers that led to the division of the
previously united kingdom is unknown, but may have resulted from Eadwig's efforts to promote close kinsmen and his wife. The division was peaceful, and Eadwig continued to call himself "King of
the English" in contrast to Edgar's title of "King of the Mercians".[25] In early 958 Oda annulled the marriage of Eadwig and his wife Ælfgifu, who were too closely related.[24] This act was likely a
political move connected to the division between Eadwig and Edgar, as it is unlikely that the close kinship between Eadwig and Ælfgifu had not been known before their marriage.[25]

Oda was a supporter of Dunstan's monastic reforms,[26] and was a reforming agent in the church along with Cenwald the Bishop of Worcester and Ælfheah the Bishop of Winchester. He also built
extensively, and re-roofed Canterbury Cathedral after raising the walls higher.[4] In 948, Oda took Saint Wilfrid's relics from Ripon.[27] Frithegod's verse Life of Wilfrid has a preface that was written
by Oda, in which the archbishop claimed that he rescued the relics from Ripon, which he described as "decayed" and "thorn-covered".[28] He also acquired the relics of St Ouen, and Frithegod also
wrote, at Oda's behest, a verse life of that saint, which has been lost.[5] He was also an active in reorganizing the diocesan structure of his province, as the sees of Elmham and Lindsey were
reformed during his archbishopric.[20]

The archbishop died on 2 June 958[15] and is regarded as a saint, with a feast day of 4 July.[2] Other dates were also commemorated, including 2 June or 29 May. After his death, legendary tales
ascribed miracles to him, including one where the Eucharist dripped with blood. Another was the miraculous repair of a sword.[1] There is no contemporary evidence for veneration being made to
Oda, with the first indication of cult coming in the hagiography written by Byrhtferth about Oswald, but no hagiography specifically about Oda was written until Eadmer wrote the Vita sancti Odonis
sometime between 1093 and 1125.[4] Oda was known by contemporaries as "The Good"[5] and also became known as Severus "The Severe".[c]

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Bishops and archbishops in the medieval period were involved in secular government as well as their ecclesiastical duties.[11]

b. ^ Olaf, already king of Dublin, had seized control of Northumbria and York from Edmund shortly after Edmund's coronation as king in 939. This truce set the boundary between the two king's realms at Watling
Street.[12]

c. ^ In Michael Drayton's poem Poly-Olbion (Song 24), he is described as "Odo the Severe".
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Christian titles
Preceded by
Aethelstan

Bishop of Ramsbury
c. 925–941

Succeeded by
Ælfric

Preceded by
Wulfhelm

Archbishop of Canterbury
941–958

Succeeded by
Ælfsige

Archbishops of Canterbury

List of archbishops of Canterbury

Pre-Conquest
Augustine · Laurence · Mellitus · Justus · Honorius · Deusdedit · Wighard · Theodore of Tarsus · Berhtwald · Tatwine · Nothhelm · Cuthbert · Bregowine · Jænberht · Æthelhard · Wulfred ·
Feologild · Ceolnoth · Æthelred · Plegmund · Athelm · Wulfhelm · Oda · Ælfsige · Byrhthelm · Dunstan · Æthelgar · Sigeric the Serious · Ælfric of Abingdon · Ælfheah · Lyfing · Æthelnoth · Eadsige
· Robert of Jumièges · Stigand

Conquest to Reformation

Lanfranc · Anselm · Ralph d'Escures · William de Corbeil · Theobald of Bec · Thomas Becket · Roger de Bailleul · Richard of Dover · Baldwin of Forde · Reginald Fitz Jocelin · Hubert Walter ·
Reginald · John de Gray · Stephen Langton · Walter d'Eynsham · Richard le Grant · Ralph Neville · John of Sittingbourne · John Blund · Edmund of Abingdon · Boniface · William Chillenden ·
Robert Kilwardby · Robert Burnell · John Peckham · Robert Winchelsey · Thomas Cobham · Walter Reynolds · Simon Mepeham · John de Stratford · John de Ufford · Thomas Bradwardine ·
Simon Islip · William Edington · Simon Langham · William Whittlesey · Simon Sudbury · William Courtenay · Thomas Arundel · Roger Walden · Thomas Arundel · Henry Chichele · John Stafford ·
John Kemp · Thomas Bourchier · John Morton · Thomas Langton · Henry Deane · William Warham · Thomas Cranmer · Reginald Pole

Post-Reformation

Matthew Parker · Edmund Grindal · John Whitgift · Richard Bancroft · George Abbot · William Laud · William Juxon · Gilbert Sheldon · William Sancroft · John Tillotson · Thomas Tenison ·
William Wake · John Potter · Thomas Herring · Matthew Hutton · Thomas Secker · Frederick Cornwallis · John Moore · Charles Manners-Sutton · William Howley · John Bird Sumner ·
Charles Longley · Archibald Campbell Tait · Edward White Benson · Frederick Temple · Randall Davidson · Cosmo Lang · William Temple · Geoffrey Fisher · Michael Ramsey · Donald Coggan ·
Robert Runcie · George Carey · Rowan Williams · Justin Welby

Italics indicate a person who was elected but not confirmed.

Ancient Bishops of Ramsbury

erected from the Diocese of Sherborne · Aethelstan · Oda of Canterbury · Ælfric · Oswulf · Ælfstan · Wulfgar · Sigeric the Serious · Ælfric of Abingdon · St Bertwald · Herman · re-united to the Sherborne diocese

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh
Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton · Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne · Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury · Rumon of Tavistock ·
Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian
Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely · Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland · Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney · Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon
Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton · Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury · Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent · Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury · Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet ·
Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet · Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster · Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon · Beorhthelm of Stafford ·
Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham · Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough · Eadburh of Bicester ·
Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury · Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham · Freomund of Mercia ·
Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey · Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet · Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury ·
Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry · Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton · Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham · Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham · Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon · Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster · Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund · Eardwulf of Northumbria ·
Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth · Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney · Oswald of Northumbria ·
Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth · Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise · Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury · Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne · Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester
· Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne · Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
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Odile of Alsace

Saint
Odile

Saint Odile in Avolsheim, Alsace

Abbess of Hohenburg
Born 660

Alsace, Austrasia

Died 720
Alsace, Kingdom of the Franks

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Feast 13 December

Attributes Abbess praying before an altar;
woman with a book on which lie
two eyes; Delphiniumlarkspur[1]

Patronage the blind or partially sighted;
Alsace, France

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For persons named Odile, see Odile.
"Odilla" redirects here. For the moth genus, see Odilla (moth). For the nematode genus, see Odilia (genus).

Odile of Alsace, also known as Odilia and Ottilia, born c. 662 -
c. 720 at Mont Sainte-Odile), is a saint venerated in the Roman
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. The current Roman
Catholic liturgical calendar does not officially commemorate her
feast day of 13 December, but she is commemorated on this day
in the Orthodox Church.[citation needed] She is a patroness saint of
good eyesight, and of Alsace.
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Biography [edit]

Odile was the daughter of Etichon (also known as Athich, Adalrich
or Aldaric), Duke of Alsace and founder of the Etichonid noble
family. By tradition she was born blind. Her father did not want her
because she was a girl and handicapped, so her mother
Bethswinda had her brought to Palma (perhaps present day
Baume-les-Dames in Burgundy), where she was raised by
peasants there.[2]

A tenth-century legend relates that when she was twelve, Odile
was taken into a nearby monastery. Whilst there, the itinerant
bishop Erhard of Regensburg was led, by an angel it was said, to
Palma where he baptised her Odile (Sol Dei), whereupon she
miraculously recovered her sight. Her younger brother Hughes
had her brought home again, which enraged Etichon so much that
he accidentally killed his son. Odile miraculously revived him, and left home again.

She fled across the Rhine to a cave or cavern in one of two places (depending on the source: the Musbach
valley near Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany, or Arlesheim near Basel, Switzerland.) Supposedly, the cliff face
opened up in order to rescue her from her plight. In the cave, she hid from her father. When he tried to follow
her, he was injured by falling rocks and gave up.

When Etichon fell ill, Odile returned to nurse him. He finally gave up resisting his headstrong daughter and
founded the Augustine monastic community of Mont Ste. Odile (also known as Hohenburg Abbey) in the
Hochwald (Hohwald), Bas-Rhin, where Odile became abbess and where Etichon was later buried. Some years
later Odile was shown the site of Niedermünster at the foot of the mountain by St. John the Baptist in a vision.
There she founded a second monastery, including a hospital. Here, the head and an arm of St. Lazarus of
Marseille were displayed but later transferred to Andlau. The buildings of the Niedermünster burned down in
1542, but the local well is still said to cure eye diseases.
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A depiction of St. Odile in Mont
Sainte-Odile, Alsace, France.

St. Odile died about 720 at the convent of Niedermünster. At the insistent prayers of her sisters she was
returned to life, but after describing the beauties of the afterlife to them, she took communion by herself and
died again.[2] She was buried at Ste. Odile.

Veneration [edit]

The cult of St. Odile spread rapidly, and spread outside France to
Germany. She was mentioned in the litanies of Freising, Utrecht and
Ratisbon at least from the 9th century. Amongst the common people,
pilgrimages to her shrine were popular, and were by no means limited to
the masses; from Charlemagne onwards, emperors also conducted
pilgrimages in her honour.[3] Indeed, Charlemagne granted immunity to
the convent at Hohenberg, which was later officially ratified by Louis the
Pious on 9 March 837.[4]

By the 14th century, Odile's cult had grown so strong that her relics
were split and removed to Corbie, Prague and Einsiedeln. She enjoyed
especial popularity in Strasbourg. The strength of her cult is supposed
to have been a result of her patronage of the blind and partially sighted,
which was especially pertinent in a time before the invention of
spectacles.

St. Odile was long considered the patron of Alsace and eye patients, at
least since before the 16th century; however, this was made official in

1807 by pope Pius VII. Her feast day is 13 December.

Cultural representations [edit]

As the patroness of ocular afflictions and ear diseases, St. Odile is often depicted with a pair of eyes on a book
- particularly fine examples of such images can be found from the 14th-16th centuries.[3] A notable sculpture of
her exists at the Bavarian National Museum in Munich, which portrays the event of her baptism. The larkspur is
connected to St. Odile as well and is believed to cure eye diseases in popular medicine and superstition.

A Life of St. Odilia was written about the 10th century, mostly dedicated to the retelling of her legend, the
antagonism of her father, and the death of her brother Hughes. From internal evidence, it seems that it was
based upon an earlier, 8th century Life;[4] however, as an account of her life, it cannot be considered to have
much historical validity.[3]

Places dedicated to Saint Odile [edit]

St. Odile pilgrim's chapel, near Freiburg [edit]

In the valley of the Musbach, a small river that runs near Freiburg im Breisgau, pilgrims have venerated St.
Odile for centuries. In ca. 1300 a chapel was built; the present church was started in 1503 and finished in the
18th century. The church is built adjacent to a spring whose water contains radon, which is supposedly
beneficial to eyesight. In the 18th century the spring became part of the church building: in 1714 the source was
included by enlarging the building, in 1780 the cave with the source in it was renovated and decorated in the
fanciful style of the time.[5]

Places where she had been [edit]

Barr, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France: Mont Sainte-Odile
Freiburg, Baden-Württemberg, Germany: St. Odile's Church
Arlesheim, Basel-Landschaft, Switzerland[6]

Other places dedicated to her [edit]

Absberg, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Bettringen, Schwäbisch Gmünd, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Buttisholz, Canton of Lucerne, Switzerland (St. Odile's chapel (in German))
Eppingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Mountain (in German))
Fehren, Canton of Solothurn, Switzerland (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Gohr, Dormagen, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Graz, Styria, Austria (St. Odile's Institute for the Blind (in German))
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Hofen, Bönnigheim, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Kersbach, Forchheim, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Lörrach, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Losheim am See, Saarland, Germany[7]

Möschenfeld (Grasbrunn), Bavaria, Germany: St. Odile's Church (in German))
Offenhausen, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Chapel (in German))
París, France (St. Odile's Church (in French))
Plochingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Chapel (in German))
Randegg (Gottmadingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Sankt Ottilien, Eresing, Bavaria, Germany (Abbey St. Odile (in German))
Schorndorf, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Mountain (in German))
Stuttgart-Münster, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Walzenhausen, Appenzell Ausserrhoden, Switzerland[8]

Wengen, Burgheim, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))

Gallery [edit]
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Odile of Alsace

Saint
Odile

Saint Odile in Avolsheim, Alsace

Abbess of Hohenburg
Born 660

Alsace, Austrasia

Died 720
Alsace, Kingdom of the Franks

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Feast 13 December

Attributes Abbess praying before an altar;
woman with a book on which lie
two eyes; Delphiniumlarkspur[1]

Patronage the blind or partially sighted;
Alsace, France

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Odilia)

For persons named Odile, see Odile.
"Odilla" redirects here. For the moth genus, see Odilla (moth). For the nematode genus, see Odilia (genus).

Odile of Alsace, also known as Odilia and Ottilia, born c. 662 -
c. 720 at Mont Sainte-Odile), is a saint venerated in the Roman
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. The current Roman
Catholic liturgical calendar does not officially commemorate her
feast day of 13 December, but she is commemorated on this day
in the Orthodox Church.[citation needed] She is a patroness saint of
good eyesight, and of Alsace.
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Biography [edit]

Odile was the daughter of Etichon (also known as Athich, Adalrich
or Aldaric), Duke of Alsace and founder of the Etichonid noble
family. By tradition she was born blind. Her father did not want her
because she was a girl and handicapped, so her mother
Bethswinda had her brought to Palma (perhaps present day
Baume-les-Dames in Burgundy), where she was raised by
peasants there.[2]

A tenth-century legend relates that when she was twelve, Odile
was taken into a nearby monastery. Whilst there, the itinerant
bishop Erhard of Regensburg was led, by an angel it was said, to
Palma where he baptised her Odile (Sol Dei), whereupon she
miraculously recovered her sight. Her younger brother Hughes
had her brought home again, which enraged Etichon so much that
he accidentally killed his son. Odile miraculously revived him, and left home again.

She fled across the Rhine to a cave or cavern in one of two places (depending on the source: the Musbach
valley near Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany, or Arlesheim near Basel, Switzerland.) Supposedly, the cliff face
opened up in order to rescue her from her plight. In the cave, she hid from her father. When he tried to follow
her, he was injured by falling rocks and gave up.

When Etichon fell ill, Odile returned to nurse him. He finally gave up resisting his headstrong daughter and
founded the Augustine monastic community of Mont Ste. Odile (also known as Hohenburg Abbey) in the
Hochwald (Hohwald), Bas-Rhin, where Odile became abbess and where Etichon was later buried. Some years
later Odile was shown the site of Niedermünster at the foot of the mountain by St. John the Baptist in a vision.
There she founded a second monastery, including a hospital. Here, the head and an arm of St. Lazarus of
Marseille were displayed but later transferred to Andlau. The buildings of the Niedermünster burned down in
1542, but the local well is still said to cure eye diseases.
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A depiction of St. Odile in Mont
Sainte-Odile, Alsace, France.

St. Odile died about 720 at the convent of Niedermünster. At the insistent prayers of her sisters she was
returned to life, but after describing the beauties of the afterlife to them, she took communion by herself and
died again.[2] She was buried at Ste. Odile.

Veneration [edit]

The cult of St. Odile spread rapidly, and spread outside France to
Germany. She was mentioned in the litanies of Freising, Utrecht and
Ratisbon at least from the 9th century. Amongst the common people,
pilgrimages to her shrine were popular, and were by no means limited to
the masses; from Charlemagne onwards, emperors also conducted
pilgrimages in her honour.[3] Indeed, Charlemagne granted immunity to
the convent at Hohenberg, which was later officially ratified by Louis the
Pious on 9 March 837.[4]

By the 14th century, Odile's cult had grown so strong that her relics
were split and removed to Corbie, Prague and Einsiedeln. She enjoyed
especial popularity in Strasbourg. The strength of her cult is supposed
to have been a result of her patronage of the blind and partially sighted,
which was especially pertinent in a time before the invention of
spectacles.

St. Odile was long considered the patron of Alsace and eye patients, at
least since before the 16th century; however, this was made official in

1807 by pope Pius VII. Her feast day is 13 December.

Cultural representations [edit]

As the patroness of ocular afflictions and ear diseases, St. Odile is often depicted with a pair of eyes on a book
- particularly fine examples of such images can be found from the 14th-16th centuries.[3] A notable sculpture of
her exists at the Bavarian National Museum in Munich, which portrays the event of her baptism. The larkspur is
connected to St. Odile as well and is believed to cure eye diseases in popular medicine and superstition.

A Life of St. Odilia was written about the 10th century, mostly dedicated to the retelling of her legend, the
antagonism of her father, and the death of her brother Hughes. From internal evidence, it seems that it was
based upon an earlier, 8th century Life;[4] however, as an account of her life, it cannot be considered to have
much historical validity.[3]

Places dedicated to Saint Odile [edit]

St. Odile pilgrim's chapel, near Freiburg [edit]

In the valley of the Musbach, a small river that runs near Freiburg im Breisgau, pilgrims have venerated St.
Odile for centuries. In ca. 1300 a chapel was built; the present church was started in 1503 and finished in the
18th century. The church is built adjacent to a spring whose water contains radon, which is supposedly
beneficial to eyesight. In the 18th century the spring became part of the church building: in 1714 the source was
included by enlarging the building, in 1780 the cave with the source in it was renovated and decorated in the
fanciful style of the time.[5]

Places where she had been [edit]

Barr, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France: Mont Sainte-Odile
Freiburg, Baden-Württemberg, Germany: St. Odile's Church
Arlesheim, Basel-Landschaft, Switzerland[6]

Other places dedicated to her [edit]

Absberg, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Bettringen, Schwäbisch Gmünd, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Buttisholz, Canton of Lucerne, Switzerland (St. Odile's chapel (in German))
Eppingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Mountain (in German))
Fehren, Canton of Solothurn, Switzerland (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Gohr, Dormagen, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Graz, Styria, Austria (St. Odile's Institute for the Blind (in German))
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Hofen, Bönnigheim, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Kersbach, Forchheim, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Lörrach, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Losheim am See, Saarland, Germany[7]

Möschenfeld (Grasbrunn), Bavaria, Germany: St. Odile's Church (in German))
Offenhausen, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Chapel (in German))
París, France (St. Odile's Church (in French))
Plochingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Chapel (in German))
Randegg (Gottmadingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Sankt Ottilien, Eresing, Bavaria, Germany (Abbey St. Odile (in German))
Schorndorf, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Mountain (in German))
Stuttgart-Münster, Baden-Württemberg, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))
Walzenhausen, Appenzell Ausserrhoden, Switzerland[8]

Wengen, Burgheim, Bavaria, Germany (St. Odile's Church (in German))

Gallery [edit]

St. Odile, with a pair of
eyes in a chalice.

Stained glass from c.
1500.

 

Relief from St James
parish church in

Abenberg, Germany.

 

St Odile depicted with St
Christopher. Illumination
from the Book of Hours

of Christopher I, Margrave
of Baden-Baden, c. 1519.

 

Twelfth century stele
depicting Duke Aldaric
delivering the deeds of

the abbey to his
daughter. Defaced during
the French Revolution.

From Mont Sainte-Odile.

St. Odile as portrayed by
the Master of Meßkirch,

c. 1535-40.

 

1506 . Saints Christina
and Ottilia. by Lucas

Cranach the Elder (1472–
1553)
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Odilia of Cologne

Santa Odília

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For persons named Odile, see Odile.

Saint Odilia[1] (or Odile or Ottilia) is a Saint venerated in the
Roman Catholic Church, although according to the current
liturgical calendar, her feast day (18 July) is not officially
commemorated. She is a patroness of good eyesight.

Legend [edit]

Legend has few details about her. She is said to have lived in the
4th century and to have been the daughter of a ruler ("king") in
Britain. Together with a group of other young women ("virgins")
that included St Ursula, she was travelling in Germany, according
to one account because they were on a pilgrimage to Rome,
another claims that they were looking for a place to settle and
quietly practise their faith. However, "barbarians" (huns according
to the legend about St Ursula) intercepted them at the gates of
Cologne and martyred them.

In 1287 Odilia appeared to a brother of the Crosier Order in Paris;
and in response to her request her relics were traced in Cologne
and moved to their motherhouse at Huy in Belgium. Along the way
to Huy various cures of blindness and other infirmities happened.

Some of her relics are now in her shrine in Onamia, Minnesota.

References [edit]

1. ^ Herbers, Klaus (2012). Pilgerheilige und ihre Memoria  (in German). BoD – Books on Demand.
ISBN 9783823366843.

External links [edit]

"Odilia von Köln - Ökumenisches Heiligenlexikon" . www.heiligenlexikon.de (in German). Retrieved
2017-09-18.
Article on St Ursula and the eleven thousand Virgins
Online, Catholic. "St. Odilia - Saints & Angels - Catholic Online" . Catholic Online. Retrieved 2017-09-18.

Categories: German Roman Catholic saints Romano-British saints 4th-century Christian saints
Late Ancient Christian female saints
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Odilo of Cluny

Saint Odilo of Cluny

Statue of St. Odilo of Cluny in Basilica of St.
Urban, Troyes, France.

Born c. 962 AD

Died 1 January 1049 AD

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church

Feast 11 May; 19 January (Cluny); in
Switzerland on 6 February.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Odilo of Cluny (c. 962 – 1 January 1049) was the fifth[1]

Benedictine Abbot of Cluny, holding the post for around 54 years.
During his tenure Cluny became the most important monastery in
western Europe. Odilo actively worked to reform the monastic
practices not only at Cluny, but at other Benedictine houses. He
also promoted the Truce of God whereby military hostilities were
temporarily suspended at certain times for ostensibly religious
reasons. Odilo encouraged the formal practice of personal
consecration to Mary. He established All Souls' Day (on 2
November) in Cluny and its monasteries as the annual
commemoration to pray for all the faithful departed. The practice
was soon adopted throughout the whole Western church.
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Early life [edit]

Odilo was descended from an illustrious noble family of Auvergne (central France). The son of Berald de
Mercoeur and Gerberga, his widowed mother became a nun at the convent of St. John in Autun after his
father's death. Odilo had eight brothers and two sisters. One of his sisters married and the other became an
abbess.[2]

When he was a child, he was partially paralyzed and had to be carried by the family servants on a stretcher.
One day while the family was travelling, they came to a church and Odilo was left with the luggage at the church
door. The door was open, and little Odilo felt God was calling him to crawl to the altar. He got to the altar and
tried to stand up, but failed. He tried again and finally succeeded: he was able to walk around the altar.[2] It was
believed that he had been cured of the unnamed malady by the intervention of Our Lady.

As a child, he developed a great devotion to the Virgin Mary. While still quite young, he entered the seminary of
St. Julien in Brioude,[3] where he became a specialist in canon law. William of Dijon persuaded him to enter the
monastery of Cluny. In 991, at the age of twenty-nine, he entered Cluny and before the end of his year of
probation was made coadjutor to Abbot Mayeul, and shortly before the latter's death (994) was made abbot and
received Holy orders.[3]

Odilo’s abbacy [edit]

His fifty years as Abbot were distinguished for the exceeding gentleness of his rule.[4] It was usual with him to
say, that of two extremes he chose rather to offend by tenderness, than a too rigid severity.[5] He was known for
showing mercy indiscriminately even to those who people said did not deserve it. He would say in response, ‘I
would rather be mercifully judged for having shown mercy, than be cruelly damned for having shown cruelty."[6]

Article Talk Read Edit View history Search Wikipedia

Edit links

Main page
Contents
Current events
Random article
About Wikipedia
Contact us
Donate

Contribute

Help
Community portal
Recent changes
Upload file

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link
Page information
Cite this page
Wikidata item

Print/export

Download as PDF

In other projects

Wikimedia Commons

Languages

Català
Čeština
Deutsch
Español
Français
Hrvatski
Bahasa Indonesia
Italiano
Kiswahili
Magyar
Nederlands
Norsk bokmål
Polski
Português
Русский
Slovenščina
Svenska

Not logged in Talk Contributions Create account Log in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Troyes_(10)_Basilique_Saint-Urbain_Statue_de_Saint-Odilon.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar_of_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbot_of_Cluny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truce_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odilo_of_Cluny&action=edit&section=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auvergne_(province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brioude
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coadjutor
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odilo_of_Cluny&action=edit&section=2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyTalk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyContributions
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:CreateAccount&returnto=Odilo+of+Cluny
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:UserLogin&returnto=Odilo+of+Cluny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Odilo_of_Cluny
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odilo_of_Cluny&action=edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odilo_of_Cluny&action=history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:Random
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://donate.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:FundraiserRedirector?utm_source=donate&utm_medium=sidebar&utm_campaign=C13_en.wikipedia.org&uselang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Community_portal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChanges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Odilo_of_Cluny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChangesLinked/Odilo_of_Cluny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:SpecialPages
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odilo_of_Cluny&oldid=890918667
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odilo_of_Cluny&action=info
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:CiteThisPage&page=Odilo_of_Cluny&id=890918667&wpFormIdentifier=titleform
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:EntityPage/Q918431
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:DownloadAsPdf&page=Odilo_of_Cluny&action=show-download-screen
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Odilo_of_Cluny
https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odil%C3%B3_de_Cluny
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svat%C3%BD_Odilo
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_von_Cluny
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odil%C3%B3n_de_Souvigny
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilon_de_Cluny
https://hr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilon_iz_Clunyja
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_dari_Kluni
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilone_di_Cluny
https://sw.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_wa_Cluny
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clunyi_Szent_Odilo
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_van_Cluny
https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_av_Cluny
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odylon_z_Cluny
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_de_Cluny
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9E%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BD_%D0%9A%D0%BB%D1%8E%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9
https://sl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sveti_Odilo
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_av_Cluny
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:EntityPage/Q918431#sitelinks-wikipedia


Of small stature and insignificant appearance, Odilo was a man of immense force of character. He was a man of
prayer and penance, with a great devotion to the Incarnation and to the Blessed Mother. Odilo encouraged the
formal practice of personal consecration to Mary.[7] He also encouraged learning in his monasteries, and had
the monk Radolphus Glaber write a history of the time. He erected a magnificent monastery building, and
furthered the reform of the Benedictine monasteries. It was during his abbacy that Cluny became the most
important monastery in western Europe.[8] During a great famine in 1006, his liberality to the poor was by many
censured as profuse; for he melted down the sacred vessels and ornaments to raise funds.[5]

Pope John XIX offered Odilo the archbishopric of Lyons, but Odilo refused and the pope then chided Odilo for
disobedience. John XIX died shortly after and his successor (Benedict IX) did not press the matter any further.[9]

He is also said to have influenced the course of the famous pilgrimage route to Santiago, which runs near the
monasteries.[10]

Monastic autonomy [edit]

During this period it was very common for secular lords and local rulers to try to either take control of
monasteries or to seize their property. Not only this, but local bishops often also tried to impose their own
authority on monasteries or to seize monastery property. It was precisely for this reason that from the earliest
days of Cluny's history, Cluny did not affiliate itself with the authority of any diocese except Rome and received
its charter directly from the Pope. Several Popes decreed an automatic excommunication to any bishop or
secular ruler who tried to interfere or seize Cluniac property (including both the monastery and all the
monasteries and properties that were owned by Cluny). However, many times the monks needed this order of
excommunication renewed and repeated by the Popes because each new generation would bring a new round
of figures who would go after Cluniac property. All of the abbots of Cluny in this period had to deal with this
problem, and Odilo was no exception.

He attended the Synod of Ansa in 994 for this reason and successfully got the bishops present at the synod to
make a statement excommunicating anyone who attacked Cluniac property. In 997 he went to Rome to make
secure the status of Cluny. In 998 he obtained from Pope Gregory V. Cluny complete freedom by the diocesan
Bishop and 1024 the extension of this privilege on all dependent Cluny abbeys and priories.[11]

In 1025 Gauzlin, bishop of Mâcon, claimed that the archbishop of Vienne needed his approval to give ordination
to monks in Cluny. In answer to this Odilo produced the papal documents granting Cluny freedom from local
diocesan control. A council at Ansa in southern Gaul nevertheless condemned Odilo's position because it
claimed that the Council of Chalcedon (in 451) had decreed that the ordination of monks had to occur with
diocesan consent. In answer to this, the Pope then wrote letters to various parties involved with the dispute and
condemned Gauzlin's position. The Pope further decreed that any bishop who tried to enter a Cluniac
monastery to even celebrate a mass would suffer automatic excommunication, unless he had been invited by
the abbot. The dispute when on for years.[12]

In Germany the Cluny policy had no permanent success, as the monks there were more inclined to
individualism. Odilo visited Henry II on several occasions and because of his closeness to him, he was able to
intercede on several occasions for people who had disputes with him. When Henry II was crowned King of Italy
in 1004, Odilo attended the ceremony. The following day there was a revolt against Henry in Pavia which was
quickly crushed and the defeated party went to find Odilo so that he could ask Henry on their behalf for mercy.
Odilo agreed and was able to persuade Henry, who respected his holiness so greatly, to hold back his hand
and give mercy to the rebels.[13] When Henry was crowned as Holy Roman Emperor in Rome in 1014, Odilo also
was present. He arrived in Rome before Christmas and spent several months together with Henry up to his
coronation in February 1014. The Pope presented Henry with the gift of a golden apple ('orb') with a cross on it,
representing his empire. Henry later sent this gift to Cluny.[13] When Henry died in 1024, Cluny's houses said
many prayers and masses for him. During the famine of 1006, Odilo sold the gold crown the Holy Roman
Emperor Henry II had presented to the abbey, in order to relieve the hunger,[5] thereby saving thousands from
starvation.

He also attended the coronation of Conrad II who succeeded Henry and had a similarly good relationship with
him, and thus got the Emperor to give favour to Cluny. When there was a failed revolt against Conrad in Pavia
in 1026, Odilo again interceded for mercy from the Emperor for the defeated rebels.[13] In 1046 Odilo was
present at the coronation of Henry III in Rome.

Reform [edit]

The rule of St. Benedict was substituted in Cluny for the domestic rule of Isidore. Under Odilo's rule not only
Cluny made rapid progress but Benedictine monasteries in general were reformed and many new foundations
made. Odilo threw the full Cluniac influence into the fight against simony, concubinage and the uncanonical
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marriage of the laity.[14] The abbots of Cluny were constantly called to reform other monasteries; however,
many reformed communities soon slipped back into their old ways. Odilo sought to prevent this by making them
subject to Cluny: he appointed every prior of every Cluniac house, and the profession of every monk in the
remotest monastery was made in his name and subject to his sanction.[15] During his tenure thirty abbeys
accepted Cluny as their mother house, and its practices were adopted by many more which did not affiliate.
King Robert II of France allied himself with the Reform party. and the Cluniac reform spread through Burgundy,
Provence, Auvergne, Poitou, and much of Italy and Spain. The English monastic reform undertaken by saints
Dunstan, Æthelwold of Winchester and Oswald of Worcester under Cluniac influence is a conspicuous instance
of Cluny's success by example. On account of his services in the reform Odilo was called by Fulbert of Chartres
the "Archangel of the Monks".

Truce of God [edit]
Further information: Peace and Truce of God

The Truce of God arose in the eleventh century amid the anarchy of feudalism as a remedy for the
powerlessness of lay authorities to enforce respect for the public peace. There was then an epidemic of private
wars, which made Europe a battlefield bristling with fortified castles and overrun by armed bands who respected
nothing, not even sanctuaries, clergy, or consecrated days. Massacres and plunders were common in that age,
by the right which every petty lord pretended of revenging his own injuries and quarrels by private wars. Odilo
actively promoted the Truce of God whereby military hostilities were suspended at certain times for ostensibly
religious reasons. The Truce had great economic importance as it allowed commerce to continue so that people
could survive; it also guaranteed sanctuary to those who sought refuge in a church. The penalty for violating
the ban was excommunication.[16]

While the Truce of God was a temporary suspension of hostilities, its jurisdiction was broader that the Peace of
God. It confirmed permanent peace for all churches and their grounds, the monks, clerks and chattels; all
women, pilgrims, merchants and their servants, cattle and horses; and men at work in the fields. For all others
peace was required throughout Advent, the season of Lent, and from the beginning of the Rogation days until
eight days after Pentecost.[17] This prohibition was subsequently extended to specific days of the week, viz.,
Thursday, in memory of the Ascension, Friday, the day of the Passion, and Saturday, the day of the
Resurrection (council 1041). By the middle of the twelfth century the number of proscribed days was extended
until there was left some eighty days for fighting.

All Souls’ Day [edit]

According to one tale, a pilgrim was thrown during a storm on an island. There he had a vision of the souls in
purgatory enduring the purification pain of flames as punishment for their sins. At home he went to Father Odilo
of Cluny to ask whether there is not one day in the year in a special way prayer could be for the souls of the
deceased.[10]

Odilo instituted the annual commemoration of all the faithful departed, to be observed by the members of his
community with alms, prayers, and sacrifices, for the relief of the suffering souls in purgatory.[5] Odilo decreed
that those requesting a Mass be offered for the departed should make a monetary offering for the poor, thus
linking almsgiving with fasting and prayer for the dead.

He established All Souls' Day (on 2 November) in Cluny and its monasteries (probably not in 998 but after
1030,[3] and it was soon adopted in the whole Western church.

Miracles and anecdotes [edit]

Many miracles were attributed to him by the tradition, such as increases in food or wine, empty bottles of wine
filled up again, a fish that he divided to feed more than it could normally feed; he walked on water and ordered
his servants to follow him, which they did without falling in. He, finally, healed the sick with touch and making the
sign of the cross.[2]

Pope Benedict VIII, whom had been a close friend of Cluny, supposedly some time after dying appeared to
John, bishop of Porto, along with two of his friends. The Pope claimed that he remained in purgatory, and asked
that Odilo be informed so that he could pray for him. A message was given to Odilo, who then proceeded to call
on all Cluniac houses to offer up prayers, masses and alms for the soul of the dead Pope. Not long after this,
there was said to be a figure of light followed by a host of others in white garments that entered the cloister and
knelt to Odilo; the figure informed him that he was the Pope and that he had now been freed from purgatory.

Death [edit]
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Many times in his life he visited Rome. In his last visit around the time of a papal election and an imperial
coronation, he spent all of his time praying in different churches and in giving alms to the poor. He wished he
could die there in Rome, but he then started on his journey back to Cluny. Along the way back, and not far from
Rome, he had an accident with his horse that injured him. He had to be taken back to the city where so much
grief was poured out for his sake that masses were offered for his recovery and the Pope visited his bedside.
He stayed in the city until Easter and then left again to go back to Cluny. He continued to do his fasts and
ascetic practices despite his old age and weakness. He decided to visit all the houses that Cluny had reformed,
but when he visited Souvigny Priory he had to stop and remain there. At Christmas he had become so weak
that he needed to be carried around the monastery. He was in St Mary's chapel when he died; he was praying
for the souls in purgatory when he died.[13]

He died during the night of the New Year 1049,[4] at the age of eighty-seven. After his death, miracles were also
reported from his tomb, including healings.

On the night of Odilo's funeral, a monk named Gregorinius saw him. This monk had come a long distance to
come to Odilo's funeral. When the monk saw the dead abbot's spirit, he said to him, ‘how goes it with thee,
master?‘ to which the spirit of Odilo replied, ‘Very well, oh brother, Christ Himself deigned to come and meet His
servant. In the hour of my death He pointed out to me a fierce and terrible figure which, standing in a corner,
would have terrified me by its huge monstrosity had not its malignancy been annulled by His presence.’ [13]

Writings [edit]

Of his writings we have but a few short and unimportant ones:

a life of the holy Empress St. Adelaide to whom he was closely related
a short biography of his predecessor, abbot Mayeul
sermons on feasts of the ecclesiastical year
some hymns and prayers
a few letters from his extensive correspondence.

Veneration [edit]

He was buried in Souvigny Priory, where he died, and was soon venerated as a saint.

In 1063 Peter Damien undertook the process of his canonization, and wrote a short life, an abstract from the
work of Jotsald, one of Odilo's monks who accompanied him on his travels.

In 1793, his relics, together with those of the previous Abbot Mayeul, were burned by French revolutionaries "on
the altar of the fatherland".

The feast of St. Odilo was formerly 2 January, in Cluny, now it is celebrated on 19 January, and in Switzerland
on 6 February. Elsewhere it is on 11 May.

Odilo is patron of the souls in purgatory. The parish of Saint Odilo in Berwyn, Illinois is officially designated as
"The National Shrine of the Souls in Purgatory".[18]

Attribution [edit]

 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Herbermann, Charles, ed.
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Odo I of Beauvais

The old Carolingian-era
cathedral of Beauvais: Notre-
Dame de la Basse Œuvre

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Odo I (or Eudes I) was a West Frankish prelate who served as abbot of Corbie
in the 850s and as bishop of Beauvais from around 860 until his death in 881.
He was a courtier and a diplomat, going on missions to East Francia and the
Holy See.

He wrote a lost treatise on Easter against the Greek practice.[1] He also wrote a
passion of Saint Lucian, modelled on the hagiographical work of Hilduin, and
was the first to portray Lucian as the founding bishop of Beauvais.
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Abbot [edit]

In 852, or at least before April 853, Paschasius Radbertus was removed and Odo installed as abbot of
Corbie.[2] In 855 Corbie received a privilege from Pope Nicholas I.[2] During Odo's abbacy, the monk Ratramnus
wrote the treatise De anima (On the Soul).[3] The two developed an important working relationship, with Odo
depending on Ratramnus to right tracts on pressing issues even after Odo became a bishop.[4] In 859, Vikings
under Weland attacked Corbie, which Odo ably defended, according to Lupus of Ferrières.[5]

It was in this same wide-ranging raid that Ermenfrid, Odo's predecessor at Beauvais, was probably killed.[6] The
date of his death is established as 25 June in an obituary calendar preserved in Beauvais Cathedral, but the
exact year is disputed. Most probably it was in 859, as indicated by the Annales Bertiniani, but the canons of the
council of Tuzey, dated 22 October 860, bear Ermenfrid's signature. Philip Grierson and Charles Delettre both
accepted the authenticity of the Tuzey canons and thus placed his death in June 861, pushing back the start of
Odo's episcopate by two years.[7]

The electors initially chose one Fromold to succeed Ermenfrid, but he was rejected as unqualified, and their
second choice was Odo. A letter of Hincmar's may allude to Fromold's rejection by a synod, which would
probably be that of Tuzey. If that is the case, then Odo's election would have occurred in October–November
860.[8] The validity of the election was upheld in a decree (decretum) Odo had drawn up and witnessed by
Archbishop Hincmar of Reims. He was consecrated before November 860, since he was senior to Bishop
Raginelm of Noyon, who was consecrated on 7 November that year.[9]

Bishop [edit]

The first notice of Odo as bishop is of his attendance at the meeting of sovereigns at Savonnières in October–
November 862.[8] In the early 860s, when a monk of the abbey of Saint-Germer-de-Fly, which the bishop of
Beauvais controlled, affirmed the heretical doctrine of Macarius the Irishman that there is only one soul that all
men share, Odo contracted Ratramnus to write a tract, Liber de anima ad Odonem Bellovacenem, refuting
Macarius.[4] When in 867 a Greek synod deposed the pope, Nicholas I asked Hincmar of Reims to have a
refutation of the Greeks composed. In 868, Hincmar asked Odo to do the same, and Odo commissioned
Ratramnus to write it. The result was Contra Graecorum opposita, which defended papal supremacy and the
filioque clause.[4]

Odo became a courtier and favourite of King Charles the Bald.[10] (He may have been the palatine
archchaplain.[11]) He served Charles as an envoy to the pope in Rome in 863.[12] On 6 March 870, Odo was
one of the envoys of Charles who met at Frankfurt with those of his brother, King Louis the German, and swore
to work out a partition of the kingdom of Lotharingia between the two brothers.[13]

On 16 July 876, Odo spoke at the Synod of Ponthion in favour of recognising the primacy of Archdiocese of
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Sens in Gaul, a position that put him at odds with his metropolitan, Hincmar of Reims.[14] After the synod, on 28
August, Charles the Bald sent Odo as ambassador to his brother, Louis the German, along with the legates Leo
of Sabina and Peter of Fossombrone and the bishops John of Toscanella and John of Arezzo. Louis died before
the embassy could reach him, and they instead dealt with his sons, Carloman, Louis and Charles.[15]

On 14 June 877, Charles issued the famous Capitulary of Quierzy. In it he specified the membership of the
council that was to supervise the king's son, Louis, in the exercise of the royal functions while Charles was
absent in Italy.[16] Odo and two other bishops were charged with keeping in touch with Charles while he was
away.[16]

Notes [edit]

1. ^ Reuter 1992, p. 54 n. 4.
2.  ̂a b Nelson 1992, p. 179.
3. ^ McKitterick 1980, p. 33 n. 8.
4.  ̂a b c Zola 2008, p. 41.
5. ^ Nelson 1991, p. 91 n. 9.
6. ^ Nelson 1991, p. 91 [AB anno 859]
7. ^ Beck 1959, p. 281 n. 17.
8.  ̂a b Beck 1959, p. 281 n. 18.
9. ^ Beck 1959, p. 281.

10. ^ Zola 2008, p. 233.
11. ^ Nelson 1992, p. 265.
12. ^ Nelson 1992, p. 241.
13. ^ Nelson 1992, p. 224 n. 16. The other envoys were Engelram, Count Adalelm of Laon, certain Count Theuderic

and another Count Adalelm.
14. ^ Nelson 1991, p. 194 n. 19.
15. ^ Nelson 1991, p. 194 [AB anno 876]
16.  ̂a b Nelson 1992, pp. 249–50.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Odo of Cambrai)

Odo of Tournai, also known as Odoardus or Odo of Orléans (1060–1113), was a Benedictine monk, scholar
and bishop of Cambrai (from 1105/6).

Odo was born at Orléans. In 1087 he was invited by the canons of Tournai to teach in that city, and there soon
won a great reputation. He became a Benedictine monk (1095) in St. Martin's Abbey, Tournai, of which be
became abbot later. In 1105 he was chosen Bishop of Cambrai, and was consecrated during a synod at Reims.
For some time after he was unable to obtain possession of his see owing to his refusal to receive investiture at
the hands of Emperor Henry IV, but the latter's son Henry restored the See of Cambrai to Odo in 1106.

He laboured diligently for his diocese, but in 1110 he was exiled on the ground that he had never received the
cross and ring from the emperor. Odo retired to Anchin Abbey, near Pecquencourt, where he died without
regaining possession of his diocese. Many of his works are lost; those extant are in Migne.

His treatise De peccato originali in three books, composed between 1095 and 1105, discuss the problem of
universals, and of genera and species from a realist viewpoint.
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De peccato originali libri tres Migne, Patrologia Latina, vol. CLX, col. 1071–1102.
On Original Sin and A Disputation with the Jew, Leo, Concerning the Advent of Christ, the Son of God. Two
Theological Treatises, Translated and edited by Irven M. Resnick, Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1994.
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Saint Odo of Canterbury
Abbot

Died 20 January 1200

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the saint from Canterbury. For Oda, the Archbishop of Canterbury, see Oda the Severe.

Odo of Canterbury (died 1200), also known as Odo Cantianus
or Odo of Kent, was a theologian and abbot of Battle.

Odo was a monk of Christ Church, who later became a subprior.
He was sent by his friend Thomas Becket in 1163 to attend an
appeal with Pope Alexander III against the Archbishop of York,
stemming from the tensions between Becket and King Henry II.[1]

In 1173 a great fire broke out at Christ Church. After the church burned down, Odo went to the Council of
Woodstock on 1 July 1175, to renew the charters of the church. Instead, he was elected abbot of Battle on 19
July 1175.[1]

Odo was known as an ardent lover of books, and a great theologian who preached in French, English, and
Latin. There is some uncertainty as to his writings, owing to confusion with Odo of Cheriton and Odo of
Murimund, but a list of thirteen works, chiefly writings on the Old Testament and sermons, can be ascribed to
him.

The origin of the expression "To Jesus through Mary" is generally attributed to Louis Grignion de Montfort.
However, the idea of going through Mary to Jesus is much older, and was promoted by such authors as
Ildephonse of Toledo (+667), Germanus of Constantinople (+773), John of Damascus (+750), et al. In Odo of
Canterbury (+1200) is found a passage which is even closer to the expression attributed to Montfort. Odo says:
"... one goes to Christ through Mary, one goes to the Son through the Mother. By means of the Mother of Mercy
one reaches mercy itself." (Testi Mariani, ed. L. Gambero, vol. 3, 490)[2]

Odo died on 20 January 1200 and was buried in the lower part of the church at Battle.[1] He was venerated at
Battle as a saint. The relic list at Canterbury Cathedral mentions "a tooth of the Ven. Odo Abb. Of Battle".

References [edit]

1.  ̂a b c Parker, Anselm. "Odo of Canterbury." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 11. New York: Robert Appleton
Company, 1911. 27 Mar. 2013

2. ^ "The Mary Page", Univ. of Dayton
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Odo of Cluny

Saint Odo of Cluny

Odo of Cluny, 11th century miniature

Born c. 880[1]

Le Mans, France

Died November 18, 942
Tours, France

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church

Feast November 18

Patronage for rain

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"Saint Odo" redirects here. For the contemporary English saint of the same name, see Oda of Canterbury.

Odo of Cluny (French: Odon) (c. 880 – 18 November 942) was
the second abbot of Cluny. He enacted various reforms in the
Cluniac system of France and Italy. He is venerated as a saint by
the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches. His feast day is 18
November.

There is only one contemporary biography of him, the Vita Odonis
written by John of Salerno.
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Early life [edit]

Odo was born about 880, the son of Abbo, feudal lord of Deols, near Le Mans and his wife Arenberga.
According to the Vita later written by Odo's disciple John, the couple had long been childless, and one
Christmas-eve, Abbo prayed to Our Lady to obtain for him the gift of a son. When the child was born, his
grateful father entrusted the boy to Saint Martin. Both his parents later joined monasteries. His brother Bernard
also became a monk.[2]

While yet a child, Odo was sent first to the court of Fulk the Good, Count of Anjou; later he became a page at
the court of William the Pious, duke of Aquitaine, where he spent several years.[3] Odo developed a particular
devotion to Mary, under the title “Mother of Mercy", an invocation by which he would address her throughout his
life.[1]

Church of St Martin, Tours [edit]

In the 9th and 10th centuries, the tomb of St Martin of Tours was considered one of the holiest sites in western
Christendom. At age 19 Odo was tonsured as a canon of the Church of St. Martin in Tours, where he spent six
years studying classic authors, the Fathers of the Church, poetry, and music. Odo would later say that the
monks of the monastery of St. Martin of Tours had been spoiled by all the wealth and gifts brought by the
pilgrims, and had abandoned the Rule they were required to follow. He would later tell his monks that the
religious at Tours no longer attended nightly Lauds for fear of getting their fine shoes dirty.[2] Odo's experience
at Tours later led him to embrace the monastic reform movement.

In 901 he traveled to Paris where he spent four years completing a course of theological studies, including the
study of philosophy under Remigius of Auxerre.[4] Upon his return to Tours, Odo adopted a disciplined and
ascetic lifestyle. One day, in reading the rule of Saint Benedict, he was confounded to see how much his life fell
short of the maxims there laid down, and he determined to embrace a monastic state. The count of Anjou, his
patron, refused to consent, and Odo spent almost three years in a cell, with one companion, in the practice of
penance and contemplation. At length, he resolved that no impediments should any longer hinder him from
consecrating himself to God in the monastic state. He resigned his canonry, and secretly repaired to the
monastery of Beaume, in the diocess of Besançon, where the Abbot Berno admitted him to the habit. He
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brought with him only his books, which consisted of about a hundred volumes.[5]

The Monastery at Baume [edit]

Around 909 Odo entered Baume,[3] which was under the direction of Abbot Berno. Berno had joined the
Benedictine Order at the Abbey of St. Martin in Autun, where Hugh of Anzy le Duc had introduced stricter
adherence to the Rule of Saint Benedict. Later, Berno was sent to the diocese of Besancon to restore the
monastery at Baume-les-Messieurs, which had fallen into neglect.[6]

Bishop Turpio of Limoges ordained Odo to the priesthood, which Odo was obliged to accept under obedience.
However, Odo was so depressed by this, that Berno sent Odo back to the bishop to visit him. Odo and the
bishop talked about the evil condition of the church and all the abuses that were occurring, Odo spoke about
the book of Jeremiah, and the bishop was so impressed with his words, that he asked Odo to write it down. Odo
said he could not do so without first getting permission from Berno, and the bishop then got Berno's permission,
and Odo then wrote down his second book the Collationes.[2]

Odo became superior of the abbey school at Baume.

Cluny [edit]

In 910 Abbot Berno left Baume to found Cluny Abbey, taking some of the monks with him. It is not clear at what
point exactly Odo left Baume for Cluny. Berno had control of six monasteries when he died in 927, three of
which he gave to Wido and the other three he gave to Odo. The monks of Cluny elected Odo as abbot, but he
refused on grounds of unworthiness. The bishop threatened Odo with excommunication if he continued to
refuse, and thus Odo accepted the office.[2]

At Berno's death in 927 (Odo would have been almost 50), Odo became abbot of three monasteries: Deols,
Massay and Cluny. Baume became the possession of Wido, who had been the leader of the monks that
persecuted Odo when he was with them at Baume. Immediately following Berno's death, Wido attempted to gain
control of Cluny by force, but Pope John X sent a letter to Rudolf, King of the Franks to intervene.[2] Cluny was
still not finished construction when Odo became abbot, and he continued construction efforts but he ran into
financial difficulties. Odo had a strong devotion to St Martin of Tours for most of his life. He continued to pray to
St Martin for all of his and the monastery's problems. One story recounts the one year, on the feast day of
Martin of Tours, Odo saw an old man looking over the unfinished building. The old man then went to Odo and
said that he was St Martin and that if the monks continued to persevere that he would arrange it for the money
they needed to come to them. A few days later, 3000 solidi of gold was brought as a gift to Cluny.[2]

Odo continued to uphold the Benedictine Rule at Cluny just as Berno had done. Throughout Odo's rule of
Cluny, the monastery continually enjoy protection from both Popes and temporal rulers, who guaranteed the
monastery's independence. Many times during Odo's reign, Cluny's property was extended as gifts of land were
added to it. During his tenure as abbot, the monastic church of SS. Peter and Paul was completed.

Odo taught the monks that the blind and the lame were the porters of the gates of paradise. If a monk was ever
rude or harsh to a beggar who came to the monastery gates, Odo would call the beggar back and tell him,
'When he who has served thee thus, comes himself seeking entrance from thee at the gates of paradise, repay
him in like manner.'[7] The charity of Cluny was well-known. In one year food was distributed to more than seven
thousand persons in need.[8]

Reforms of other monasteries [edit]

After Berno's death, the first monasteries that Odo reformed were at Romainmoutier, St. Michael's Abbey at
Tulle, and the Abbey of Saint-Géraud at Aurillac. He encouraged them to return to the original pattern of the
Benedictine rule of prayer, manual labor, and community life under the direction of a spiritual father. It was his
usual saying, that no one can be called a monk who is not a true lover, and strict observer of silence, a
condition absolutely necessary for interior solitude and the commerce of a soul with God.[5]

Odo would later relate a tale to his monks regarding two monks from Tours who chose not to wear their habits.
On one occasion they were once sent out on business. One wore his habit, the other dressed like a layperson.
The monk dressed as a layperson became mortally ill, and the other monk had a vision in which he saw St
Benedict sitting on a throne in heaven surrounded by an army of monks. The dying monk was lying prostrate
and asking for help. Benedict said that he did not recognize this monk's habit and that he must belong to a
different order. Benedict then said he could do nothing as he had no jurisdiction over those of another order.
The dying monk despaired, but his companion torn off his habit and wrapped it around the dying monk, and
Benedict then healed the dying monk of his sickness.[2]
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In 930, he reformed Fleury Abbey. At that time Fleury held the bones of St Benedict, brought there from Monte
Cassino. However, by the time of Odo, it had lost its reputation for holiness and was filled with many of the same
abuses that were occurring in other places. The Viking raids had caused monks at Fleury, as in many places, to
return to their villages for safety, but when they returned to the monastery again, they didn't return to their old
discipline and abused the Rule. Odo went to Fleury on the request of King Rudolf of the Franks. Upon arriving
he found the monks armed with spears and swords and threatening to murder him. After a standoff for three
days, Odo rode towards the monastery on his donkey and the monks put down their weapons.[2]

Odo then took over leadership of it on a temporary basis and reformed it. He encountered resistance in trying
to get the monks to abide by the rule against eating flesh meat. The monks would patiently wait for the supply of
fish to run out in the hope that he would be forced to give them meat to eat. However, Odo consistently was
always able to find a source for fish. A story from this time held that one day when Odo was present at Fleury
for Benedict's feast day, Benedict appeared to a brother who had fallen asleep. Benedict told the monk that
since Fleury was founded, no monk of Fleury had inherited eternal life. Benedict then asked the monk if they
had enough fish, and the monk said they didn't, and Benedict told him that they should fish in the marsh and
not in the river. The monks then went to the marsh to fish and caught a huge catch of fish.[2]

Authorized by a privilege of Pope John XI in 931, Odo reformed the monasteries in Aquitaine, northern France,
and Italy. The privilege empowered him to unite several abbeys under his supervision and to receive at Cluny
monks from abbeys not yet reformed; the greater number of the reformed monasteries, however, remained
independent, and several became centres of reform. Cluny became the model of monasticism for over a
century and transformed the role of piety in European daily life. The monastery claimed its heritage traced,
through Berno and Hugh of Anzy le Duc, all the way back to St Benedict of Nursia.

In later years he also reformed many other monasteries including St Martial's and St Augustine's monasteries in
Limoges, St Jean-d'Angely in Aquitaine, Jumièges Abbey in Normandy, St Peter Le Vif in Sens, and St Julian's in
Tours. These monasteries, however, would go on to also reform and found other monasteries. The Cluniac
observance, as established by Odo, became the model of monasticism for over a century.[4]

In Italy [edit]

Many monasteries in Italy were deserted, because of continual attacks by Huns and Muslims who would often
deliberately seek out monasteries to plunder. The lands of monasteries were often seized by local nobles.
Between 936 and 942 he visited Italy several times.

Odo first came to Rome in the year 936 and took the opportunity to use Alberic II of Spoleto's support to reform
and revive monastic life in central Italy. Several Roman monasteries were rebuilt. Odo restored St Paul's
Outside the Walls, which became Odo's headquarters in Rome. The palace on the Aventine where Alberic was
born was transformed into Our Lady on the Aventine. The monasteries of St Lawrence and St Agnes, were
restored and reformed. The monks of St Andre's on the Clivus Scaurus resisted a return to the Benedictine
Rule, and so they were expelled and new monks were put in their place. The monastery at Farla, where the
monks had completely abandoned the Rule and murdered their own abbot, was also brought under control.[2]

Odo sent his disciple Baldwin to Monte Cassino to restore it, because it had also been left to lie waste; the
nearby Subiaco Abbey also received his influence. Odo became involved in reforms as far as Naples, Salerno
and Benevento. In the North, St Peter's, Ciel d'Oro in Pavia was also brought under the control of one of Odo's
disciples. St Elias' monastery in Nepi was put under the control of one of Odo's disciples. These monks resisted
the rule against flesh meat and Odo's disciple struggled to keep up a constant supply of fish for them to eat.
When Odo visited the monastery, a stream miraculously flowed from a nearby mountain and fish were in the
stream.

Alberic fought a war with his stepfather Hugh of Lombardy and Odo was twice called in to act as a mediator
between them.

A story holds that one time Odo was crossing the Alps in deep snow and his horse lost footing, causing both
him and his horse to fall over a cliff, but he caught a tree and held to its branches until help could come.[2]

Another story held that one time forty robbers attempted to attack him on the road, but he continued forward
singing psalms as usual. One of the robbers then said, 'Let us leave them alone for I never remember having
seen such men before. We might overcome the company, but never their armour-bearer, that strenuous man. If
we attack them it will be the worse for us.' The other robbers insisted that they would succeed, and then the first
robber said, 'Then turn your arms against me, for as long as I am alive, no harm shall come to them.' The
robbers then debated among themselves about what to do, and Odo continued on unmolested. The first robber
who spoke later became a disciple of Odo.[2]
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Death of Odo [edit]

In 942, peace was in Rome once again between Alberic and his stepfather. He fell ill, and sensing his
approaching death, decided to return to Gaul. He stopped at the monastery of St. Julian in Tours for the
celebration of the feast day of St. Martin. He developed a fever and after a lingering sickness died on November
18. During his last illness, he composed a hymn in honor of Martin.[4] He was buried in the church of Saint
Julian; but the Huguenots burnt the majority of his remains.[5] His feast day is 18 November; the Benedictines
observe 11 May.

Pope Benedict XVI notes that Odo's austerity as a rigorous reformer tends to obscure a less-obvious trait: a
deep, heartfelt kindness. "He was austere, but above all he was good..."[1] His biographer, John of Salerno,
records that Odo was in the habit of asking the children he met along the way to sing, and that he would then
give them some small token.[9] "[T]he energetic yet at the same time lovable medieval abbot, enthusiastic about
reform, with incisive action nourished in his monks, as well as in the lay faithful of his time..."[1]

Writings [edit]

Among his writings are: a commentary on the Moralia of Pope Gregory I, a biography of Saint Gerald of Aurillac,
three books of Collationes (moral essays, severe and forceful), a few sermons, an epic poem on the
Redemption (Occupatio) in several books, three hymns (Rex Christe Martini decus, Martine par apostolis and
Martine iam consul poliand),[10] and twelve choral antiphons in honour of Saint Martin of Tours. Some scholars
have attributed the Musica Enchiriadis to him.

A story holds that one time Odo was writing a glossary to the life of St Martin written by Postumianus and Gallus.
The book, however, was left in a cellar which was flooded with water during a rainstorm at night. The place
where the book lay was covered by a torrent, but the next day when the monks came down to the cellar they
found that only the margin of the book was soaked through but all of the writing was untouched. Odo then told
the monks, 'Why do ye marvel oh brothers? Know ye not that the water feared to touch the life of the saint?'
Then a monk replied, 'But see, the book is old and moth-eaten, and has so often been soaked that it is dirty
and faint! Can our father then persuade us that the rain feared to touch a book which in the past has been
soaked through? Nay, there is another reason.' Odo then realized that they were suggesting it was preserved
because he had written a glossary in it, but he then quickly gave the glory to God and St Martin.[2]
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Medieval music
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Odo of Novara

Blessed
Odo of Novara

O. Cart.

Painting - Daniele Crespi (1629).

Priest
Born c. 1105

Novara, Duchy of Milan

Died 14 January 1200 (aged 94)
Tagliacozzo, Papal States

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Beatified 31 May 1859, Saint Peter's
Basilica, Papal States by Pope
Pius IX

Feast 14 January

Attributes Carthusian habit
Staff

Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Odo of
Novara.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Odo of Novara (c. 1105 – 14 January 1200) was an Italian
Roman Catholic priest and a professed member from the
Carthusians.[1][2]

Pope Pius IX confirmed his beatification in mid-1859.[3]
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Life [edit]

He was born in Novara around 1105 and was appointed as the
prior of Geirach Charterhouse in Slovenia in 1189. But he
experienced difficulties with Dietrich - the local bishop - who
persecuted him. Odo went to Rome in 1190 to request Pope
Clement III to relieve him of his office.[1][2][3]

He became a chaplain after his resignation at a convent in
Tagliacozzo. Odo died there in 1200 aged 95.

Beatification [edit]

A process of investigation into his manner of life was initiated at
the request of Pope Gregory IX.[1] The Bishop of Trivento Riccardo
described Odo as a "God-fearing man, modest and chaste, given
up day and night to watching and prayer, clad only in rough
garments of wool, living in a tiny cell ... obeying always the sound
of the bell when it called him to office".
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Statue of Ot.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Odo of Urgell)

‹ The template below (Expand language) is being considered for merging. See templates for discussion to help reach a consensus. ›

This article may be expanded with text translated from the
corresponding article in Catalan. (June 2009) Click [show] for important
translation instructions.

View a machine-translated version of the Catalan article.
Machine translation like DeepL or Google Translate is a useful starting point
for translations, but translators must revise errors as necessary and confirm
that the translation is accurate, rather than simply copy-pasting machine-
translated text into the English Wikipedia.
Do not translate text that appears unreliable or low-quality. If possible, verify
the text with references provided in the foreign-language article.
You must provide copyright attribution in the edit summary accompanying
your translation by providing an interlanguage link to the source of your
translation. A model attribution edit summary Content in this edit
is translated from the existing Catalan Wikipedia
article at [[:ca:Sant Ot d'Urgell]]; see its history
for attribution.
You should also add the template {{Translated|ca|Sant Ot
d'Urgell}}  to the talk page.
For more guidance, see Wikipedia:Translation.

Ot of Urgell (sometimes called Odó or Dot) (c. 1065 – 1122) was a
bishop of Urgell; he was from the family of the counts of Pallars Sobirà.
He is buried in the monastery of Santa Maria de Gerri. In 1133 his
successor declared him to be a saint, and he is venerated as such
today. Ot is one of the patron saints of the town of La Seu d'Urgell. His
feast day is July 7.[1]
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Odoric of Pordenone

Blessed Odoric of Pordenone

The departure of Odoric

Born 1286
Pordenone, Patriarchate of
Aquileia, Holy Roman Empire

Died January 14, 1331 (aged 44–45)
Udine, Patriarchate of Aquileia,
Holy Roman Empire

Venerated in Roman Catholicism
(Franciscan Order)

Beatified 2 July 1755, Saint Peter's Basilica,
Papal States by Pope Benedict XIV

Major shrine Church of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Udine, Italy

Feast January 14

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Odoric of Pordenone, ofm (1286–1331), also known as
Odorico Mattiussi/Mattiuzzi, Odoricus of Friuli or Orderic
of Pordenone, was an Italian late-medieval Franciscan friar
and missionary explorer. His account of his visit to China was an
important source for the account of John Mandeville. Many of
the incredible reports in Mandeville have proven to be garbled
versions of Odoric's eyewitness descriptions.
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Life [edit]

Further information: Europeans in Medieval China

Odoric was born at Villanova, a hamlet now belonging to the town of Pordenone in Friuli, in or about 1286. He
came from the Italian family of the Mattiussi, one of the families in charge of defending the town of Pordenone in
the name of Ottokar II, King of Bohemia. Otto Hartig, writing in the Catholic Encyclopedia, says his family was
Czech. [1] Andrea Tilatti, in Treccani, says this is unsubstantiated.[2]

According to the ecclesiastical biographers, in early years he took the vows of the Franciscan order and joined
their convent at Udine, the capital of Friuli. In 1296 Odoric went as a missionary to the Balkans, and then to the
Mongols in southern Russia.[3]

Odoric was dispatched to the East in April 1318. Starting from Padua, he went to Constantinople via Venice and
then crossed the Black Sea to Trebizond.[2] From there he traveled and preached in Armenia, Media, and
Persia. In all these countries the Franciscans had founded mission centers. From Sultanieh he proceeded by
Kashan and Yazd, and turning thence followed a somewhat indirect route by Persepolis and the Shiraz and
Baghdad regions, to the Persian Gulf. With another friar, James of Ireland, as his companion, he sailed from
Ormus to India,[3] landing at Thane, near Mumbai.

At this city St Thomas of Tolentino and his three Franciscan companions had recently been martyred for
"blaspheming" Muhammad before the local qadi during a domestic violence case.[4] Their remains had been
gathered by Jordan of Severac, a Dominican who had left them a short time before and who later became the
first Catholic bishop in India. He interred them at the church in Supera, near Vasai, about 26 miles north of
Mumbai. Odoric relates that he disinterred these relics and carried them with him on his further travels. He also
visited Puri, giving one of the earliest accounts of the Chariot Festival of the Hindu God Jagannath to the
western world [5] In his own account of 1321, Odoric reported how the people put the "idols" on chariots, and the
King and Queen and all the people drew them from the "church" with song and music.[6][7]

From India, Odoric sailed in a junk to Sumatra, visiting various ports on the northern coast of that island.
Thence, he visited Java, Borneo, Champa,[8]:91 and Guangzhou (which he knew as "Chin-Kalan" or
"Mahachin"). From Guangzhou, he travelled overland to the great port of Quanzhou ("Zayton") where there
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The ancient Persian city of Persepolis
through which Odoric passed. The columns are
nearly 25 meters (84 feet) tall. Drawing by
Eugène Flandin in 1840.

Odoric's tomb in Udine

were two houses of his order. In one of these, he deposited
most of the remains of the Four Martyrs of Thane, although he
continued to carry St Thomas's head until he delivered it to the
Franciscans of the martyr's hometown of Tolentino.

From Fuzhou Odoric struck across the mountains into Zhejiang
and visited Hangzhou ("Cansay"). It was at the time one of the
great cities of the world and Odoric —like Marco Polo,
Marignolli, and Ibn Batuta—gives details of its splendors.
Passing northward by Nanjing and crossing the Yangzi, Odoric
embarked on the Grand Canal and travelled to the
headquarters of the Great Khan (probably Yesün Temür Khan)
at Khanbaliq (within present-day Beijing). He remained there for
three years, probably from 1324 to 1327. He was attached, no
doubt, to one of the churches founded by the Franciscan
Archbishop John of Monte Corvino, at this time in extreme old
age.[1] He also visited Yangzhou where Katarina Vilioni's
tombstone was found.

Odoric did not return to Italy till the end of 1329 or the beginning
of 1330; but, as regards intermediate dates, all that we can
deduce from his narrative or other evidence is that he was in
western India soon after 1321 (pretty certainly in 1322) and that
he spent three years in China between the opening of 1323 and
the close of 1328. On one of his trips, his ship was nearly
capsized by a typhoon but they landed safely in Bolinao,
Pangasinan, Philippines. He is said to have held a Mass there,
in around 1324. That would have pre-dated the Mass
celebrated in 1521 by Ferdinand Magellan, which is generally
regarded as the first Mass in the Philippines, by some 197
years. However, historian William Henry Scott concluded after
examining Odoric's writings about his travels that he likely never
set foot on Philippine soil and, if he did, there is no reason to
think that he celebrated Mass.[9]

Odoric's return voyage is less clearly described. Returning
overland across Asia, through the Land of Prester John
(possibly Mongolia), and through Casan, the adventurous traveller seems to have entered Tibet,[1] and even
perhaps to have visited Lhasa. After this we trace the friar in northern Persia, in what he calls "Millestorte", once
famous as the Land of the Assassins, i.e. the Rudbar of Alamut. No further indications of his homeward route
(to Venice) are given, though it is almost certain that he passed through Tabriz. The vague and fragmentary
character of the narrative, in this section, forcibly contrasts with the clear and careful tracing of the outward
way.

During a part at least of these long journeys the companion of Odoric was James of Ireland, an Irishman, as
appears from a record in the public books of Udine, showing that shortly after Odoric's death a present of two
marks was made to this Irish friar, Socio beau Fratris Odorici, amore Dei et Odorici. Shortly after his return
Odoric betook himself to the Minorite house attached to the Friary of St. Anthony at Padua, and it was there
that in May 1330 he related the story of his travels, which was taken down in homely Latin by Friar William of
Solagna.

Travelling towards the papal court at Avignon, Odoric fell ill at Pisa, and turning back to Udine, the capital of his
native province, died there.

Odoric in context [edit]

Odoric's journey is perhaps best seen as a diplomatic mission, in addition to its religious dimensions. Nearly a
century earlier, Mongols had entered Europe itself in the Mongol invasion of Europe. Between 1237 and 1238
they pillaged most of Russia, and by 1241 they had devastated Poland and Hungary. Then they suddenly
retreated. Pope Innocent IV organized the first missions to the Great Khan Tartary in 1254, entrusted to the
Franciscans, as were subsequent Papal missions over the next century. Niccolò, Matteo, and Marco Polo made
two voyages in 1260 and 1271, and in 1294 the missionary John of Monte Corvino made a similar journey for
Pope Nicholas IV.
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Chinese depiction of the Blessed Odoric
(c.1930)

The title page Life of Bl. Odoric of
Pordenone. Ed. 1891.

Contemporary fame of his journeys [edit]

The fame of his vast journeys appears to have made a much
greater impression on the laity of his native territory than on his
Franciscan brethren. The latter were about to bury him—without
delay or ceremony, but the gastald or chief magistrate of the city
interfered and appointed a public funeral; rumours of his wondrous
travels and of posthumous miracles were diffused, and excitement
spread like wildfire over Friuli and Carniola; the ceremony had to
be deferred more than once, and at last took place in presence of
the patriarch of Aquileia and all the local dignitaries. Popular
acclamation made him an object of devotion, the municipality
erected a noble shrine for his body, and his fame as saint and
traveller had spread far and wide before the middle of the century,
but it was not till four centuries later (1755) that the papal authority
formally sanctioned his beatification. A bust of Odoric was set up at
Pordenone in 1881.

There are a few passages in the book that stamp Odoric as a
genuine and original traveller. He is the first European, after Marco
Polo, who distinctly mentions the name of Sumatra. The
cannibalism and community of wives which he attributes to certain
people of that island do certainly belong to it, or to islands closely
adjoining.[10] His description of sago in the archipelago is not free
from errors, but they are the errors of an eye-witness.

Regarding China, his mention of Guangzhou by the name of Censcolam or Censcalam (Chin-Kalan), and his
descriptions of the custom of fishing with tame cormorants, of the habit of letting the fingernails grow
extravagantly, and of the compression of women's feet, are peculiar to him among the travellers of that age;
Marco Polo omits them all. Odoric was one who not only visited many countries, but wrote about them so that he
could share his knowledge with others.

Beatification [edit]

Moved by the many miracles that were wrought at the tomb of the Odoric, Pope Benedict XIV, in the year 1755,
approved the veneration which had been paid to Blessed Odoric. In the year 1881 the city of Pordenone
erected a magnificent memorial to its distinguished son.

Manuscripts and published editions [edit]

Seventy-three manuscripts of Odoric's narrative are known to exist in
Latin, French and Italian: of these the chief, of about 1350, is in the
Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Paris (Manuscripts lat. 2584, fols.
118 r. to 127 v.. The narrative was first printed at Pesaro in 1513, in
what Apostolo Zeno (1668–1750) calls lingua inculta e rozza.

Giovanni Battista Ramusio first includes Odoric's narrative in the second
volume of the second edition (1574) (Italian version), in which are given
two versions, differing curiously from one another, but without any
prefatory matter or explanation. (See also edition of 1583, vol. ii. fols.
245 r256 r.) Another (Latin) version is given in the Acta Sanctorum
(Bollandist) under 14 January. The curious discussion before the papal
court respecting the beatification of Odoric forms a kind of blue-book
issued ex typographia rev. camerae apostolicae (Rome, 1755).
Friedrich Kunstmann of Munich devoted one of his papers to Odoric's
narrative (Histor.-polit. Blätter von Phillips und Görres, vol. xxxvii.
pp. 507–537).

Some editions of Odoric are:

Giuseppe Venni, Elogio storico alle gesta del Beato Odorico
(Venice, 1761)
Henry Yule in Cathay and the Way Thither, vol. i. pp. 1–162, vol. ii. appendix, pp. 1–42 (London, 1866),
Hakluyt Society
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Henri Cordier, Les Voyages ... du frère Odoric ... (Paris, 1891) (edition of Old French version of c. 1350).
Available  at the Internet Archive
Teofilo Domenichelli, Sopra la vita e i viaggi del Beato Odorico da Pordenone dell'ordine de'minori (Prato,
1881) (includes a Latin and an Italian text) (available  at the Internet Archive)
text embedded in the Storia universale delle Missione Francescane, by Marcellino da Civezza, iii. 739-781
text embedded in Richard Hakluyt's Principal Navigations (1599), ii. 39-67.
John of Viktring (Johannes Victoriensis) in Fontes rerum Germanicarum, ed. JF Böhmer
Luke Wadding, Annales Minorum, A.D. 1331, vol. vii. pp. 123–126
Bartholomew Rinonico, Opus conformitatum ... B. Francisci ..., bk. i. par. ii. conf. 8 (fol. 124 of Milan, edition
of 1513)
John of Winterthur in Eccard, Corpus historicum medii aevi, vol. i. cols. 1894-1897, especially 1894
CR Beazley, Dawn of Modern Geography, iii. 250-287, 548-549, 554, 565-566, 612-613.

Legacy [edit]

Minor planet 4637 Odorico is named after him.[11]

References [edit]

Citations [edit]

1.  ̂a b c Hartig, Otto. "Odoric of Pordenone." The Catholic Encyclopedia  Vol. 12. New York: Robert Appleton
Company, 1911. 5 April 2019  This article incorporates text from this source, which is in the public domain.

2.  ̂a b Tilatti, Andrea. "ODORICO da Pordenone." Dizionario Biografico degli Italiani. Vol. 79.
3.  ̂a b "Habig ofm ed., Marion, "Blessed Odoric Matiussi of Pordenone", The Franciscan Book of Saints, Franciscan

Herald Press, 1959" . Archived from the original  on 2013-05-28. Retrieved 2013-03-27.
4. ^ Cunha, J. Gerson da (1876), Notes on the History and Antiquities of Chaul and Bassein , Bombay, pp. 173 ff.
5. ^ Mitter 1977, p. 10.
6. ^ Starza 1993, p. 129.
7. ^ Dasa 1982, p. 48.
8. ^ Maspero, G., & Tips, W. E. J. (2002). The Champa Kingdom: The history of an extinct Vietnamese culture.

Bangkok, Thailand: White Lotus Press. ISBN 9747534991.
9. ^ Scott, William Henry (1984). Prehispanic source materials for the study of Philippine history . New Day

Publishers. pp. 81–82. ISBN 978-971-10-0226-8.
10. ^ Sir Henry Yule (ed.). Cathay and the Way Thither: Being a Collection of Medieval Notices of China, Issue 36 .

pp. 84–86.
11. ^ Minor Planet Center (4637) 1989 CT

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henri_Cordier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_French_language
https://archive.org/details/lesvoyagesenasie00odor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Archive
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Teofilo_Domenichelli&action=edit&redlink=1
https://archive.org/details/sopralavitaeivia00dome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Archive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcellino_da_Civezza
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Hakluyt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Viktring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Victoriensis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Friedrich_B%C3%B6hmer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luke_Wadding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bartholomew_Rinonico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Winterthur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eccard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Raymond_Beazley
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odoric_of_Pordenone&action=edit&section=6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_planet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_minor_planets:_4001%E2%80%935000#637
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odoric_of_Pordenone&action=edit&section=7
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odoric_of_Pordenone&action=edit&section=8
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12281a.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
http://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/odorico-da-pordenone_(Dizionario-Biografico
https://web.archive.org/web/20130528124639/http://www.franciscan-sfo.org/sts/S0114odor.htm
http://www.franciscan-sfo.org/sts/S0114odor.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=xOPlusO8qcAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9747534991
https://books.google.com/books?id=FSlwAAAAMAAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-971-10-0226-8
https://books.google.com/books?id=8lYJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA85#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://minorplanetcenter.net/db_search/show_object?object_id=4637




Bibliography [edit]

Dāsa, J. P. (1982). Puri paintings: The chitrakāra and his work. Atlantic Highlands, N.J: Humanities Press.
Mitter, P. (1977). Much maligned monsters: History of European reactions to Indian art. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Starza, O. M. (1993). The Jagannatha Temple at Puri: Its architecture, art, and cult. Leiden: E.J. Brill.

 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Herbermann, Charles, ed. (1913).
"Odoric of Pordenone". Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Company.

Popular translations [edit]

Odoric of Pordenone, translation by Sir Henry Yule, introduction by Paolo Chiesa, The Travels of Friar
Odoric: 14th Century Journal of the Blessed Odoric of Pordenone, Eerdmans (December 15, 2001),
hardcover, 174 pages, ISBN 0802849636 ISBN 978-0802849632. Scan at Archive.org .
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Further reading [edit]

BRESSAN, L.. 1997. “ODORIC OF PORDENONE (1265-1331). His Vision of China and South-east Asia and
His Contribution to Relations Between Asia and Europe”. Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society 70 (2 (273)). Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society: 1–23.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41493334 .

See also [edit]

Chronology of European exploration of Asia
Roman Catholicism in China
John of Montecorvino
Rabban Bar Sauma

External links [edit]

Viaggio del beato odoricl da vdine (Odoric travels)  (1583) translated to Italian by Giovanni Battista Ramusio.

Notable foreigners who visited pre-Qing China

Pre-Yuan
Kumārajīva (344–413) · Peroz III (7th century) · Narsieh (7th century) · Ono no Imoko (7th century) ·
Takamuko no Kuromaro (7th century) · Abe no Nakamaro (8th century) · Awata no Mahito (8th century) ·
Kibi no Makibi (8th century) · Yamanoue no Okura (8th century) · Abu Zayd Al-Sirafi (9th century)

Yuan dynasty
Ajall Shams al-Din Omar (1211–1279) · Niccolò and Maffeo Polo (1230–1309) · Ahmad Fanakati (1242—
1282) · John of Montecorvino (1247–1328) · Marco Polo (1254–1324) · Odoric of Pordenone (1286–1331) ·
Giovanni de' Marignolli (1290–1353) · Ibn Battuta (1304–1369)

Ming dynasty

Kenchū Keimitsu (15th century) · Ghiyāth al-dīn Naqqāsh (fl. 1419-22) · Galeote Pereira (1549-1553) ·
Jorge Álvares (16th century) · Fernão Pires de Andrade (16th century) · Tomé Pires (1465–1540) ·
Leonel de Sousa (16th century) · Matteo Ricci (1552–1610) · Johann Adam Schall von Bell (1591–1666) ·
Ivan Petlin (17th century)

Christianity in China

Foundations Timeline of Chinese history · Christianity · Catholic Church in China · Protestantism in China ·
Chinese Orthodox Church

Terms for God Shangdi · Shen · Tianzhu

Bible translations Chinese Union Version · Chinese New Version · Today's Chinese Version ·
Studium Biblicum Version

Hymnody Hymns of Universal Praise · Chinese New Hymnal · Canaan Hymns

Mission history

Church of the East Xi'an Stele · Jingjiao Documents · Painting of a Nestorian Christian figure ·
Murals from the Nestorian temple at Qocho · Alopen · Jingjing

Roman Catholic

Franciscan missions (Yuan) · Jesuit missions (Ming) ·
John of Montecorvino · Odoric of Pordenone · Giovanni de' Marignolli ·
Francis Xavier · Matteo Ricci · Joachim Bouvet · Angelo Zottoli ·
Frédéric-Vincent Lebbe · Chinese Rites controversy ·
St. Paul's College, Macau

Protestant

Agencies · Medical missions in China · Robert Morrison · Karl Gützlaff ·
Divie Bethune McCartee · Hudson Taylor · Lottie Moon · Timothy Richard ·
Jonathan Goforth · Cambridge Seven · Eric Liddell · Gladys Aylward ·
(more...)

Chinese Christians 
(by period of 
prominence)

Ming Li Zhizao · Candida Xu · Xu Guangqi · Yang Tingyun

Qing Hong Xiuchuan · Liang Fa · Xi Shengmo

Republic

T. C. Chao · Chiang Kai-shek · Cheng Jingyi · Deng Yuzhi (Cora Deng) ·
Feng Yuxiang · Lou Tseng-Tsiang · Ma Xiangbo · Watchman Nee ·
Mary Stone (Shi Meiyu) · John Sung · Sun Yatsen · Tseng Pao-sun · Wang Ming-Dao
· John Ching Hsiung Wu · Wu Leichuan · Wu Yi-fang · Dora Yu · David Z. T. Yui

People's
Republic

Joseph Gu · Ignatius Kung Pin-Mei · Samuel Lamb · Lin Shengben · Liu Xiaofeng ·
Lü Xiaomin · K. H. Ting · Wang Weifan · Wang Yi · Y. T. Wu · Allen Yuan · Zhao Fusan

Church-state relations
in People's Republic

The Christian Manifesto · Protestant Lianghui (Three-Self Patriotic Movement ·
China Christian Council · Seminaries) · House church · Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association ·
Underground church

Events
Taiping Rebellion · First Opium War · Second Opium War · Unequal treaty · Yangzhou riot ·
Tianjin Massacre · Boxer Crisis · Anti-Christian Movement · 1911 Revolution · Chinese Civil War ·
WW II · People's Republic

Impact
Science and technology · Anti-sex-selective abortion · Anti-footbinding campaign ·
Anti-opium campaign · Chinese Roman Type · Cantonese Roman Type ·
Chinese Christian Colleges · Manchurian revival
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Odran (disciple of Saint Patrick)
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article includes a list of references, related reading or external links,
but its sources remain unclear because it lacks inline citations.
Please help to improve this article by introducing more precise citations.
(May 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

Saint Odran (fl. 430) was the charioteer of Saint Patrick and the first Christian martyr in Irish history.

There are two different versions given about Odran’s martyrdom. The first, in the Vita tripartita Sancti Patricii,
states that on the borders of the future counties of Kildare and Offaly, the chieftain of that district, Failge
Berraide, worshiped the pagan god Crom Cruach and vowed to avenge the god’s destruction at Magh Slécht by
killing Patrick. Odran overheard the plot, and as he and Patrick set out in the chariot to continue their journey,
requested that he be allowed to hold the place of honour instead of Patrick, who granted his wish; scarcely had
they set out when a lance pierced Odran's heart, who by changing places saved Patrick's life.

The second version, contained in the pseudo-historical prologue (PHP) to the Senchas Már, the High-King
Lóegaire mac Néill (died 462) suggests dispatching an assassin to kill someone from Patrick's household in
order to test his preaching of forgiveness.[1][a] The assassin is identified as King Lóegaire's brother Nuada (or
nephew (?)[3])[b] in the second paragraph quoted below, it being a paraphrase of the beginning sections of the
PHP.[c][6][7][d]

The cause of the Senchus [Mor] having been composed was this:—Patrick came to Erin to baptize
and to disseminate religion among the Gaedhil, i.e. in the ninth year of Theodosius and in the
fourth year of Laeghaire, King of Erin, son of Niall.[e]

But the cause of the Poem[f] having been composed was as follows:[g]—Laeghaire ordered his
people to kill a man of Patrick's people; and Laeghaire agreed to give his own award to the person
who should kill the man, that he might discover whether he (Patrick) would grant forgiveness for it.
And Nuada Derg, the son of Niall, the brother of Laeghaire,[h] who was in captivity in the hands of
Laeghaire, heard this, and he said that if he were released and got other rewards, he would kill
one of Patrick's people. And the command of Laeghaire's cavalry was given him, and he was
released from captivity, and he gave guarantee that he would fulfil his promise; and he took his
lance and went towards the clerics, and hurled the lance at them and slew Odran, Patrick's
charioteer.[7]

St. Patrick then asked the Chief Ollam of Ireland, Dubhthach moccu Lughair to try the case, and this places the
poet in a quandary because if he didn't impose an eric-fine this would seem an affront to Patrick, while if he did
impose an eric, it would be an affront to God. However, Patrick assured him he would be inspired by God to
speak what is right, and Dubhthach, after reciting the Senchus Mor as poetry,[10][11] encompassing the Brehon
law of Ireland, also referred to here as Patrick's law.[12] pronounced judgment on the killer Nuada, who was
condemned to death, though his soul went to Heaven.[13]

Thus was the earliest judgement on the conflicting values of Christian and pagan laws in Ireland.

Saint Odran's feast-day is 19 February.

Due to the similarity of the name some people have identified Odran with Odhran of Iona. There is a link in the
tradition that both men voluntarily sacrificed themselves in assisting the work of a greater saint.
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a. ^ Manuscript D of the PHP, used by Carey is the Leabhar na h-Uidhre (LU). However, the LU text may be referred
to as "Comthóth Lóegairi" or "the Conversion of Loegaire",[2] rather than PHP.

b. ^ Nuada Derg being the king's brother is supported by several sources:" Laws of the Ancient Irish " (1866) Dublin
University Magazine LXVII, p. 5; Richard Robert Cherry (1890), etc. But Patterson (1991), p. 197 only commits to
the killer Núadu being "a close agnatic kinsman" of the king, even though the operative Irish word derbrathair
means "brother" according to the DIL.[4]

c. ^ To quote Carey: "then under the heading .. it [ms. C] gives a paraphrase of our §§2-4 [i.e., of the PHP proper, in
11 sections] .. presented as Appendix II below".[5]

d. ^ Note that Nuada is also identified in the margins of the LU (manuscript D) text.[2]

e. ^ This first paragraph is not part of Carey's "the reason for the composition of the poem" text, printed as Appendix
II.

f. ^ The "Poem" here refers to the one regarding Dubhthach's judgment,[5] viz. infra.
g. ^ The italics mark the words added in the English translation for the sake of intelligibility.[8]

h. ^ The words "brother of Lóegaire" (derbrathair do Legaire) here is actually an interlinear text, "added above line".[9]
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Oran of Iona

Oran
Born County Meath, Ireland

Died Iona, Scotland

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,
Orthodox Church, Anglican
Church and other Churches

Feast 27 October

Patronage Waterford, Ireland; Silvermines
parish, Tipperary

St. Oran's Chapel, Iona

St Oran's Well, Oranmore, County
Galway. It bears the date of AD 548
based on a presumed connection to
Oran; however, the placename is more
likely derived from fuarán, "spring", with
no connection to Oran.

An Aer Lingus Boeing 757 named St
Otteran-Odhrán.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Odran of Iona)

Oran or Odran (Gaelic Oran/Odran/Odhrán, the dh being silent;
Latin Otteranus, hence sometimes Otteran; died AD 548), by
tradition a descendant of Conall Gulban, was a companion of Saint
Columba in Iona, and the first Christian to be buried on that island.
St. Odhrán's feast day is on 27 October.
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Life [edit]

Odran lived for over forty years in the area now known as Silvermines,
in County Tipperary, Ireland, building a church there in 520.[1]

According to Irish tradition, Odran also served as abbot of Meath, and
founded Lattreagh. In 563, he was among the twelve who accompanied
St Columba to the Scottish island of Iona, where he died and was
buried.[1] Columba is said to have seen devils and angels fight over
Odran's soul before it ascended into heaven.[2]

One popular legend surrounding Odran's death is that he consented to
being buried alive beneath a chapel that Columba was attempting to
build at Iona. A voice had told Columba that the walls of the chapel
would not stand until a living man was buried below the foundations, and
indeed, each morning the builders would arrive at the site to find all their
work of the previous day undone. So Odran was consigned to the earth,
and the chapel was erected above him. One day, however, Odran lifted
his head out of the ground and said: "There is no Hell as you suppose,
nor Heaven that people talk about". Alarmed by this, Columba quickly
had the body removed and reburied in consecrated ground – or, in
other versions of the story, simply called for more earth to cover the
body.[3]

In a Hebridean version of this tale, Odran was promised that his soul
would be safe in heaven. Some time after the burial, Columba wanted to
see Odran once more and opened the pit under the chapel. When
Odran saw the world, he tried to climb out of his grave, but Columba
had the pit covered with earth quickly to save Odran's soul from the
world and its sin.[3]

These legends are one of the few instances of foundation sacrifice in
Great Britain.[3] While the story of St. Odran's self-sacrifice does not
appear in Adomnán's Life of Columcille, George Henderson says that
the legend points to an ancient folk-belief. He believes this is similar to
the Arthurian legend of the building of Dinas Emris, where Vortigern was
counseled to find and sacrifice "a child without a father" to ensure that
the fortress walls did not collapse.[4]

Due to the similarity of the name, some people have identified Odran
with Saint Odran, the first Irish Christian martyr. There is a parallel in that each man voluntarily sacrificed
himself to further the work of a better-known saint.
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Legacy [edit]

The oldest remaining church on Iona is dedicated to Saint Odran. The surrounding cemetery is called Reilig
Odhráin in his memory.

St. Odran is the patron saint of the parish of Silvermines, County Tipperary.[1] He was chosen by the Vikings as
patron of the city of Waterford in 1096 and later chosen as patron of the diocese.[5]

In Culture [edit]

Neil Gaiman's poem "In Relig Odhrain", published in Trigger Warning: Short Fictions and Disturbances (2015),
retells the story of Oran's death.
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Evesham Abbey bell tower

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Odwulf of Evesham, also known as Odulf,[1] was a ninth century
saint,[2] monk and Frisian missionary.[3] He died in 855 AD.[4]

He is recorded in the Medieval Secgan Hagiography[5] the Medieval
Hagiography of Saint Ecgwine[6] and the Ave presul glorioseI Augustine
psalter, where he is linked with Oda of Canterbury, hagiography of St
Odulf, and Chronicon Abbatiae de Evesham[7]

He is buried in Evesham,[8] with Saints Ecgwine and Wigstan.[9]
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Jón Ögmundsson

St. Jón Ögmundsson

Bishop Jón holds a crook and a book in this
illustration from a 19th century Icelandic

manuscript

Bishop
Born 1052

Died 23 April 1121

Venerated in Catholic Church
Anglican Communion
Lutheranism

Canonized 1201 by Pope Innocent III

Major shrine Basilica-Cathedral of Christ the
King (Roman Catholic)

Feast 23 April

Attributes bishop's staff, miter, book

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Ogmund)

This is an Icelandic name. The last name is patronymic, not a family name; this person is referred to by the
given name Jón.

Jón Ögmundsson or Ogmundarson (Latin: Ioannes Ögmundi
filius; 1052–23 April 1121), also known as John of Holar and Jon
Helgi Ogmundarson, was an Icelandic bishop and local Icelandic
saint. In 1106, the second Icelandic diocese, Hólar, was created in
the north of Iceland, and Jón was appointed its first bishop. He
served as bishop there until his death.
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Influence [edit]

A religious purist, Jón made it his mission to uproot all remnants of
paganism. This included changing the names of the days of the
week. Thus Óðinsdagr, "day of Odin", became miðvikudagr, "mid-
week day" and the days of Týr and Thor became the prosaic "third
day" and "fifth day".

Jón's names for the days are still in use in Iceland today but
despite the success of this cosmetic reform it appears that Jón did
not manage to uproot the memory of the heathen gods. More than
a century after his death the Prose Edda and Poetic Edda were
written, preserving large amounts of pagan myth and poetry.

Jón’s relic was translated to the cathedral of Hólar on 3 March
1200, a process called "translation" which made him a local saint.
His feast day, 23 April (the date of his death) was decreed a Holy
Day of Obligation for all Iceland at the Althing in the summer of 1200.[1] These two events are distinguished in
the Icelandic annals: Jón was not 'made a saint' by the Althing.[1]

Jón never received as much veneration as the first Icelandic saint, Thorlak Thorhallsson. He was venerated
primarily in the diocese of Hólar, and also at his birthplace, Breiðabólstaður in Fljótshlíð; relics were preserved
at both these places.

Jóns saga [edit]

A Latin life (vita) about St. Jón was probably written by the monk Gunnlaugr Leifsson of the monastery at
Þingeyrar in the early thirteenth century. Composed nearly a century after Jón’s lifetime, its historical value is
dubious. It is a classic example of hagiography for a confessor saint, aiming to praise the saintly virtues of its
subject rather than record accurate historical information. The Latin original has not survived, but was it
translated into Icelandic shortly after its composition and revised on subsequent occasions. The Icelandic texts
have been published in:

Jóns saga Hólabyskups ens Helga. Ed. Peter Foote. (Copenhagen: Editiones Arnamagnæanae Series A
vol. 14, 2003)
Biskupa sögur I (Íslensk Fornrit XV). Eds. Sigurgeir Steingrímsson, Ólafur Halldórsson, and Peter Foote.
(Reykjavík: 2003).
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Olaf II of Norway

Olaf II

Coin of Olaf dated 1023–28.

King of Norway
Reign 1015–1028

Predecessor Sweyn Forkbeard

Successor Cnut the Great

Born 995
Ringerike, Norway

Died 29 July 1030 (aged 34–35)
Battle of Stiklestad, Stiklestad,
Norway

Spouse Astrid Olofsdotter

Issue Wulfhild, Duchess of Saxony
Magnus, King of Norway
(illegitimate)

Full name
Olaf Haraldsson

House St. Olaf

Father Harald Grenske

Mother Åsta Gudbrandsdatter

Religion Roman Catholicism

Saint Olaf
King and martyr

Venerated in Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church
Lutheranism[1]

Major shrine Nidaros Cathedral

Feast 29 July

Patronage Norway, Faroe Islands

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"St. Olaf" redirects here. For other uses, see St. Olaf (disambiguation).
"Olaf the Stout" redirects here. For the video game character, see The Lost Vikings.

Olaf II Haraldsson (c. 995 – 29 July 1030), later known as St.
Olaf (and traditionally as St. Olave), was King of Norway from
1015 to 1028. Son of Harald Grenske, a petty king in Vestfold,
Norway,[2] he was posthumously given the title Rex Perpetuus
Norvegiae (English: Eternal/Perpetual King of Norway) and
canonised at Nidaros (Trondheim) by Bishop Grimkell, one year
after his death in the Battle of Stiklestad on 29 July 1030. His
remains were enshrined in Nidaros Cathedral, built over his burial
site. His sainthood encouraged the widespread adoption of
Christianity by Scandinavia's Vikings/Norsemen.

Pope Alexander III confirmed Olaf's local canonisation in 1164,
making him a universally recognised saint of the Roman Catholic
Church. He became an equally important saint of the Eastern
Orthodox Church (feast day 29 July) and one of the last famous
saints before the Great Schism.[3] Following the reformation he
was a commemorated historical figure among some members of
the Lutheran and Anglican Communions.[4]

The saga of Olav Haraldsson and the legend of Olaf the Saint
became central to a national identity. Especially during the period
of Romantic Nationalism, Olaf was a symbol of Norwegian
independence and pride. Saint Olaf is symbolised by the axe in
Norway's coat of arms and Olsok (29 July) is still his day of
celebration. Many Christian institutions with Scandinavian links as
well as Norway's Order of St. Olav are named after him.[5][6]
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Name [edit]

St.Olaf II's Old Norse name is Ólafr Haraldsson. During his lifetime he was known as Olaf 'the fat' or 'the stout'
or simply as Olaf 'the big' (Ólafr digri; Modern Norwegian Olav digre).[7] In Norway today, he is commonly called
Olav den hellige (Bokmål; Olaf the Holy) or Heilage-Olav (Nynorsk; the Holy Olaf) in honour of his sainthood.[8]
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St. Olaf in stained glass window at
Ålesund Church

Olaf Haraldsson had the given name Óláfr in Old Norse (etymology:
Anu—"forefather", Leifr—"heir"). Olav is the modern equivalent in
Norwegian, formerly often spelt Olaf. His name in Icelandic is Ólafur, in
Faroese Ólavur, in Danish Olav, in Swedish Olof, in Finnish Olavi. Olave
was the traditional spelling in England, preserved in the name of
medieval churches dedicated to him. Other names, such as Oláfr hinn
helgi, Olavus rex, and Olaf are used interchangeably (see the
Heimskringla of Snorri Sturluson). He is sometimes called Rex
Perpetuus Norvegiae (English: "Norway's Eternal King"), a designation
which goes back to the 13th century.[9]

Background [edit]

St. Olaf was born in Ringerike,[10] the son of Åsta Gudbrandsdatter and
Harald Grenske, a petty king in Vestfold,[2] whom later Icelandic sagas
would describe as a great-great-grandchild of Harald Fairhair, Norway's
first king. Harald Grenske died when Åsta Gudbrandsdatter was
pregnant with Olaf. She later married Sigurd Syr, with whom she had
other children, including Harald Hardrada, who later reigned as king of
Norway.[11]

Saga sources for Olaf Haraldsson [edit]

Many texts have information about Olaf Haraldsson. The oldest is the
Glælognskviða or "Sea-Calm Poem", composed by Þórarinn loftunga,
an Icelander. It praises Olaf and mentions some of the famous miracles
attributed to him. The Norwegian synoptic histories also mention Olaf.
These include the Ágrip af Nóregskonungasögum (c. 1190), the
Historia Norwegiae (c. 1160–1175) and a Latin text, Historia de
Antiquitate Regum Norwagiensium by Theodoric the Monk (c. 1177–1188).[12]

Icelanders also wrote extensively about Olaf and there are several Icelandic sagas about him, including
Fagrskinna (c. 1220) and Morkinskinna (c. 1225–1235). Heimskringla (c. 1225), by Snorri Sturluson, largely
bases its account of Olaf on the earlier Fagrskinna. The Oldest Saga of St. Olaf (c. 1200) is important to
scholars for its constant use of skaldic verses, many of which are attributed to Olaf himself.[12]

Finally, many hagiographic sources describe St. Olaf, but these focus mostly on miracles attributed to him and
cannot be used to accurately recreate his life. A notable one is The Passion and the Miracles of the Blessed
Olafr.[13]

Reign [edit]

This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed. (July 2012) (Learn how and when to
remove this template message)

A widely used account of Olaf's life is found in Heimskringla from c. 1225. Although its facts are dubious, the
saga recounts Olaf's deeds as follows:

About 1008, Olaf landed on the Estonian island of Saaremaa (Osilia). The Osilians, taken by surprise, had at
first agreed to Olaf's demands, but then gathered an army during the negotiations and attacked the
Norwegians. Olaf nevertheless won the battle.[14]

It is said that Olaf participated alongside fellow Viking Thorkell the Tall in the Siege of Canterbury in 1011.[15]

Olaf sailed to the southern coast of Finland sometime in 1008.[16][17][18] The journey resulted in the Battle at
Herdaler, where Olaf and his men were ambushed in the woods. Olaf lost many men but made it back to his
boats. He ordered his ships to depart despite a riding storm. The Finns pursued them and made the same
progress on land as Olaf and his men made on water. Despite these events they survived. The exact location of
the battle is uncertain and the Finnish equivalent of Herdaler is unknown. It has been suggested that it could be
in Uusimaa.

As a teenager Olaf went to the Baltic, then to Denmark and later to England. Skaldic poetry suggests he led a
successful seaborne attack that took down London Bridge, though Anglo-Saxon sources do not confirm this.
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Norway in 1020

Olav den Helliges død
Peter Nicolai Arbo (1859)

St Olaf with his axe on a
bishop's crozier, walrus ivory,
Norway c.1375–1400 (Victoria
and Albert Museum)

This may have been in 1014, restoring London and the English throne to
Æthelred the Unready and removing Cnut.[19]

Olaf saw it as his calling to unite Norway into one kingdom, as Harald Fairhair
had largely succeeded in doing. On the way home he wintered with Duke
Richard II of Normandy. Norsemen had conquered this region in 881. Richard
was himself an ardent Christian, and the Normans had also previously
converted to Christianity. Before leaving, Olaf was baptised in Rouen[10] in the
pre-Romanesque Notre-Dame Cathedral by Richard's brother Robert the Dane,
archbishop of Normandy.

Olaf returned to Norway in 1015 and declared himself king, obtaining the
support of the five petty kings of the Norwegian Uplands.[20] In 1016 at the Battle
of Nesjar he defeated Earl Sweyn, one of the earls of Lade and hitherto the de
facto ruler of Norway. He founded the town of Borg, later known as Sarpsborg,
by the waterfall Sarpsfossen in Østfold county. Within a few years he had won
more power than any of his predecessors on the throne had enjoyed.

Olaf annihilated the petty kings of the South, subdued the aristocracy, asserted
his suzerainty in the Orkney Islands, and conducted a successful raid on Denmark.[20] He made peace with King
Olof Skötkonung of Sweden through Þorgnýr the Lawspeaker, and was for some time engaged to Olof's
daughter, Princess Ingegerd, though without Olof's approval.

In 1019 Olaf married Astrid Olofsdotter, King Olof's illegitimate daughter and the half-sister of his former
fiancée. The union produced a daughter, Wulfhild, who married Ordulf, Duke of Saxony in 1042. Numerous
royal, grand ducal and ducal lines are descended from Ordulf and Wulfhild, including members of the House of
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. Maud of Wales, daughter of King Edward VII of the United Kingdom, was the mother of
King Olav V of Norway, so Olav and his son Harald V, the present king of Norway, are descended from Olaf.

But Olaf's success was short-lived. In 1026 he lost the Battle of the
Helgeå,[citation needed] and in 1029 the Norwegian nobles, seething
with discontent, supported the invasion of King Cnut the Great of
Denmark. Olaf was driven into exile in Kievan Rus.[20] [10] He stayed
for some time in the Swedish province of Nerike, where, according
to local legend, he baptised many locals. In 1029, King Cnut's
Norwegian regent, Jarl Håkon Eiriksson, was lost at sea. Olaf
seized the opportunity to win back the kingdom, but he fell in 1030
at the Battle of Stiklestad, where some of his own subjects from
central Norway took arms against him. The exact position of Saint
Olaf's grave in Nidaros has been unknown since 1568, due to the
effects of the Lutheran iconoclasm in 1536–37.

King Cnut, though distracted by the task of governing England, ruled Norway for five years after Stiklestad, with
his son Svein and Svein's mother Ælfgifu (known as Álfífa in Old Norse sources) as regents. But their regency
was unpopular, and when Olaf's illegitimate son Magnus ('the Good') laid claim to the Norwegian throne, Svein
and Ælfgifu were forced to flee.

Problems of Olaf as Christianising king [edit]

Olaf has traditionally been seen as leading the Christianisation of Norway, but
most scholars of the period now believe that Olaf had little to do with the
process. Olaf brought with him Grimkell, who is usually credited with helping Olaf
create episcopal sees and further organising the Norwegian church. But
Grimkell was only a member of Olaf's household and no permanent sees were
created until c. 1100. Also, Olaf and Grimkell most likely did not introduce new
ecclesiastical laws to Norway; these were ascribed to Olaf at a later date. Olaf
most likely did try to bring Christianity to the interior of Norway, where it was less
prevalent.[21]

Questions have also been raised about the nature of Olaf's Christianity. Modern
historians[citation needed] generally agree[citation needed] that Olaf was inclined to
violence and brutality, and note that earlier scholars often neglected this side of
his character. It seems that, like many Scandinavian kings, Olaf used his

Christianity to gain more power for the monarchy and centralise control
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Royal Coat of Arms of Norway, with
the axe symbolising King Olaf

Modern wrought-iron
vignettes of Olaf's life on the
door of a stave church in
Hardemo, Nerike, where Olaf
baptized locals during his
escape

in Norway. The skaldic verses attributed to Olaf do not speak of
Christianity at all, but use pagan references to describe romantic
relationships.[12][22]

In his book The Conversion of Scandinavia, Anders Winroth argues that
there was a "long process of assimilation, in which the Scandinavians
adopted, one by one and over time, individual Christian practices."[23]

Winroth does not claim that Olaf was not Christian, but argues that we
cannot think of any Scandinavians as fully converting as portrayed in
the later hagiographies or sagas. Olaf himself is portrayed in later
sources as a saintly miracle-working figure to help support this quick
view of conversion for Norway, but the historical Olaf did not act this
way, as seen especially in the skaldic verses attributed to him.

Sainthood [edit]

Olaf swiftly became Norway's patron saint; Bishop Grimkell performed his canonisation only a year after his
death.[a] The cult of Olaf unified the country and consolidated the christianisation of Norway. He is also
recognized as the patron saint of the Faroe Islands.[25][26]

Owing to Olaf's later status as Norway's patron saint, and to his importance in later medieval historiography and
in Norwegian folklore, it is difficult to assess the historical Olaf's character. Judging from the bare outlines of
known historical facts, he appears to have been a fairly unsuccessful ruler, whose power was based on an
alliance with the much more powerful King Cnut the Great; who was driven into exile when he claimed power of
his own; and whose attempt at a reconquest was swiftly crushed.

This calls for an explanation of the status he gained after his death. Three factors are important: the later myth
surrounding his role in the Christianisation of Norway, the various dynastic relationships among the ruling
families, and the need for legitimisation in a later period.[27]

Conversion of Norway [edit]

Olaf Haraldsson and Olaf Tryggvason are both traditionally regarded as the
driving forces behind Norway's final conversion to Christianity.[28] But large
stone crosses and other Christian symbols suggest that at least Norway's
coastal areas were deeply influenced by Christianity long before Olaf's time;
with one exception, all of Norway's rulers since Håkon the Good (c. 920–961)
were Christians, as was Olaf's main opponent, Cnut the Great. What seems
clear is that Olaf made efforts to establish a church organization on a broader
scale than before, among other things by importing bishops from England,
Normandy and Germany, and that he tried to enforce Christianity in the inland
areas, which had the least communication with the rest of Europe, and which
economically were more strongly based on agriculture, so that the inclination to
hold on to the former fertility cult was stronger than in the more diversified and
expansive western parts of Norway.

Many believe Olaf introduced Christian law into Norway in 1024, based upon the
Kuli stone. But this stone is hard to interpret.[23] The codification of Christianity
as the legal religion of Norway was attributed to Olaf, and his legal
arrangements for the Church of Norway came to stand so high in the Norwegian people's and clergy's eyes that
when Pope Gregory VII attempted to make clerical celibacy binding on the priests of Western Europe in 1074–
75, Norwegians largely ignored it, since there was no mention of clerical celibacy in Olaf's legal code for their
church. Only after Norway was made a metropolitan province with its own archbishop in 1153—making the
Norwegian church, on the one hand, more independent of its king, but on the other hand, more directly
responsible to the Pope—did canon law gain a greater prominence in the life and jurisdiction of the Norwegian
church.

Olaf's dynasty [edit]

For various reasons, most importantly the death of King Cnut the Great in 1035 but perhaps also a certain
discontent among Norwegian nobles with Danish rule in the years after Olaf's death in 1030, Olaf's illegitimate
son with the concubine Alvhild, Magnus the Good, assumed power in Norway, and eventually also in Denmark.
Numerous Danish churches were dedicated to Olaf during his reign, and the sagas give glimpses of the young
king's efforts to promote the cult of his deceased father. This became typical of Scandinavian monarchies. In
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Statue of S. Olav at
(Austevoll Church)

St Olaf illustration for Olav den
helliges saga, Heimskringla, by Gerhard
Munthe (1899)

St Olaf in stained-glass window at
St Olave Hart Street in London

pagan times, Scandinavian kings derived their right to rule from their claims of
descent from the Norse god Odin, or in the case of the kings of the Swedes at
Old Uppsala, from Freyr. In Christian times this legitimation of a dynasty's right
to rule and its national prestige was based on its descent from a saintly king.
Thus the kings of Norway promoted the cult of St. Olaf, the kings of Sweden the
cult of St. Erik and the kings of Denmark the cult of Saint Canute, just as in
England the Norman and Plantagenet kings promoted the cult of St. Edward the
Confessor at Westminster Abbey, their coronation church.[29]

Saint Olaf [edit]

Liturgical cult [edit]

Sigrid Undset noted that Olaf was baptised in Rouen, the capital of Normandy,
and suggested that Olaf may have used priests of Norman descent for his
missionaries. Normans were somewhat familiar with the culture of the people
they were to convert and in some cases may have been able to understand the
language. Among the bishops Olaf is known to have brought with him from
England was Grimkell (Latin: Grimcillus). He was probably the only one of the
missionary bishops left in the country at the time of Olaf's death, and he stood
behind the translation and beatification of Olaf on 3 August 1031.[a] Grimkell
later became the first bishop of Sigtuna in Sweden.

At this time, local bishops and their people recognised and proclaimed
a person a saint, and a formal canonisation procedure through the
papal curia was not customary; in Olaf's case, this did not happen until
1888. But Olaf II died before the East-West Schism and a strict Roman
Rite was not well-established in Scandinavia at the time. He is also
venerated in the Eastern Orthodox Church.[30]

Grimkell was later appointed bishop in the diocese of Selsey in
southeastern England. This is probably why the earliest traces of a
liturgical cult of Olaf are found in England. An office, or prayer service,
for Olaf is found in the so-called Leofric collectar (c. 1050), which
Bishop Leofric of Exeter bequeathed in his last will and testament to
Exeter Cathedral. This English cult seems to have been short-lived.

Writing around 1070, Adam of Bremen mentions pilgrimage to St. Olaf's
shrine in Nidaros, but this is the only firm trace we have of a cult of St.
Olaf in Norway before the mid-12th century. By this time he was also
being called Norway's Eternal King. In 1152/3, Nidaros was separated
from Lund as the archbishopric of Nidaros. It is likely that whatever
formal or informal veneration of Olaf as a saint may have existed in
Nidaros before that was emphasised and formalised on this occasion.

Miracles performed by St. Olaf appear for the first time in Þórarinn
loftunga's skaldic poem Glælognskviða, or "Sea-Calm Poem", from
about 1030–34.[31] One is the killing and throwing onto a mountain of a
sea serpent still visible on the cliffside.[32] Another took place on the day
of his death, when a blind man regained his sight after rubbing his eyes
with hands stained with Olaf's blood.

The texts used for the liturgical celebration of St. Olaf during most of the
Middle Ages were probably compiled or written by Eystein Erlendsson,
the second Archbishop of Nidaros (1161–1189).[b] The nine miracles
reported in Glælognskviða form the core of the catalogue of miracles in
this office.

St. Olaf was widely popular throughout Scandinavia. Numerous
churches in Norway, Sweden, and Iceland were dedicated to him. His
presence was even felt in Finland and many travelled from all over the
Norse world in order to visit his shrine.[34] Apart from the early traces of a cult in England, there are only
scattered references to him outside the Nordic area.

Several churches in England were dedicated to him (often as St Olave); the name was presumably popular with
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Madonna Nicopeia Icon

Medieval depictions of
Saint Olaf adopted features
from Thor. This wooden
statue is from Sankt Olofs
kyrka in Scania.

Sant'Olav II, Re di Norvegia by Pius
Weloński (1849–1931) in the Chapel of
St. Olav at San Carlo al Corso

Scandinavian immigrants. St Olave's Church, York, is referred to in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 1055[35] as the place of burial of its founder,
Earl Siward. This is generally accepted to be the earliest datable church
foundation dedicated to Olaf and is further evidence of a cult of St. Olaf
in the early 1050s in England. St Olave Hart Street in the City of London
is the burial place of Samuel Pepys and his wife. Another St. Olave's
Church south of London Bridge gave its name to Tooley Street and to
the St Olave's Poor Law Union, later the Metropolitan Borough of
Bermondsey: its workhouse in Rotherhithe became St Olave's Hospital
and then an old people's home a few hundred metres from St Olav's
Church, which is the Norwegian Church in London. It also led to the
naming of St Olave's Grammar School, which was established in 1571
and was in Tooley Street until 1968, when it moved to Orpington, Kent.

St. Olaf was also, together with the Mother of God, the patron saint of
the chapel of the Varangians, the Scandinavian warriors who served as
the bodyguard of the Byzantine emperor. This church is believed to have been
near the church of Hagia Irene in Constantinople. The icon of the Madonna
Nicopeia,[36] presently in St. Mark's Basilica in Venice, which is believed to have
been traditionally carried into combat by the Byzantine military forces, is
believed to have been kept in this chapel in times of peace. Thus St. Olaf was
also the last saint venerated by both the Western and Eastern churches before
the Great Schism.

The basilica of Sant'Ambrogio e Carlo al Corso in Rome has a Chapel of St
Olav. Its altarpiece contains a painting of the saint, shown as a martyr king
defeating a dragon, representing victory over his pagan past. It was originally a
gift presented to Pope Leo XIII in 1893 for the golden jubilee of his ordination as
a bishop by Norwegian nobleman and papal chamberlain Baron Wilhelm Wedel-
Jarlsberg. The chapel was restored in 1980 and reinaugurated by Bishop John
Willem Gran, bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Oslo.[37]

In Germany, there used to be a shrine of St. Olaf in Koblenz. It was founded in
1463 or 1464 by Heinrich Kalteisen at his retirement home, the Dominican
Monastery in the Altstadt ("Old City") neighborhood of Koblenz. He was the
Archbishop of Nidaros in Norway from 1452 to 1458. When he died in 1464, he
was buried in front of the shrine's altar.[38] But the shrine did not last. The
Dominican Monastery was secularized in 1802 and bulldozed in 1955.
Only the Rokokoportal ("Rococo Portal"), built in 1754, remains to mark
the spot.[39]

In the Faroe Islands, the day of St. Olaf's death is celebrated as
Ólavsøka, a nation-wide holiday.[40]

Recently the pilgrimage route to Nidaros Cathedral, the site of St. Olaf's
tomb, has been reinstated. The route is known as The Pilgrim's Way
(Pilegrimsleden). The main route, approximately 640 km long, starts in
the ancient part of Oslo and heads north, along Lake Mjosa, up the
Gudbrandsdal Valley, over Dovrefjell and down the Orkdal Valley,
ending at Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim. A Pilgrim's Office in Oslo
gives advice to pilgrims, and a Pilgrim Centre in Trondheim, under the
aegis of the Cathedral, awards certificates to pilgrims when they
complete their journeys. But the relics of St. Olaf are no longer in the
Nidaros Cathedral.[41]

Folklore [edit]

For centuries, Olaf figured in folk traditions as a slayer of trolls and giants, and as a protector against malicious
forces. He was said to have healing power, which attracted people to his shrine, and various springs were
claimed to have sprung forth where he or his body had been.[42] Around the 12th century, folk traditions and
iconography of Olaf absorbed elements of the gods Thor and Freyr from Norse mythology.[43] Like Freyr, he
became associated with fertility, which led to his adoption as a patron saint by farmers, fishermen, sailors and
merchants of the Hanseatic League, who turned to him for good yield and protection. From Thor, he inherited
the quick temper, physical strength and merits of a giant-slayer.[44]
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Faroe Islands stamp featuring St
Olaf

St Olaf in centre of brooch from the
1500s (National Museum of Denmark
in Copenhagen)

Popular tradition also made marks in the ecclesiastical material. Early
depictions of Olaf portray him as clean-shaven, but after 1200 he
appears with a red beard, which may have been absorbed from Thor.
The Passio a miracule beati Olavi, the official record of Olaf's miracles,
contains an episode where Olaf helps a man escape from the
huldrefolk, the "hidden people" of Norwegian folklore.[44]

Other references to St. Olaf [edit]

St. Olav's Cathedral, Oslo, the main cathedral of the Roman Catholic
Church in Norway
Olavshallen Concert Hall in Trondheim
St. Olaf's Church, Balestrand in Sogn og Fjordane, Norway
Sankt Olof situated in Simrishamn Municipality, Skåne County,
Sweden
St. Oluf's Church, now St. Oluf's Cemetery in Aarhus, Denmark,
originates from before 1203, but has been in ruins since 1548.
St. Olaf's Church, the tallest church in Tallinn, Estonia
St. Olaf's Church in Nõva, Estonia
St. Olaf's Church in Vormsi, Estonia
St. Olaf's Church ruins in Väike-Pakri, Estonia
St. Olaf's Chapel ruins in Suur-Pakri, Estonia
St. Olaf's Church, Tyrvää in Sastamala, Finland
Olavinlinna castle in the city of Savonlinna, Finland
St. Olaf College was founded by Norwegian-American immigrant Bernt Julius Muus in Northfield, Minnesota
during 1874.
Saint Olaf Catholic Church in downtown Minneapolis[45]

Saint Olaf Catholic Church in Norge, Virginia[46]

Saint Olaf Catholic Church and School in Bountiful, UT[47]

St. Olave's Anglican Church, Toronto, ON, Canada[48]

The primary school and GAA club in Balally, Dublin, Ireland, both named for St. Olaf[49]

Tower of St. Olav, the only remaining tower of Vyborg Castle
The coat of arms of the Church of Norway contains two axes, the instruments of St. Olaf's martyrdom.
The oldest picture of St. Olaf is painted on a column in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem.
The Royal Norwegian Order of St. Olav was founded in 1847 by Oscar I, king of Norway and Sweden, in
memory of the king.[20]

T.S.C. Sint Olof [nl], a Dutch student organisation with St. Olaf as its patron.
St Olaf St a secondary street in Lerwick, Shetland

See also [edit]

Oldest Saga of St. Olaf
Legendary Saga of St. Olaf
Separate Saga of St. Olaf
Óláfs saga helga
Rauðúlfs þáttr, short allegorical story involving St. Olaf
The Saint Olav Drama
Olavsund in Ny-Hellesund
Olavinlinna (medieval castle in Savonlinna)
St Olave's Grammar School
St Olaves, village in Norfolk, England
St. Olave's Church (disambiguation)
St. Olav's Cathedral, Oslo
Helmet and spurs of Saint Olaf
St. Olav's shrine
Shrine of Manchan, with early representation of St. Olaf
Saint Olaf, patron saint archive

Saints portal Biography portal Catholicism portal Norway portal
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Notes [edit]

a.  ̂a b Grimketel initiated the beatification of Olaf on 3 August 1031. This was before the time of the formal
canonization process now in use.[24]

b. ^ Eysteinn Erlendsson is commonly believed to have written Et Miracula Beati Olaui. This Latin hagiographical
work is about the history and work of St. Olaf, with particular emphasis on his missionary work.[33]

References [edit]

1. ^ "Notable Lutheran Saints" . Resurrectionpeople.org.
2.  ̂a b "Harald Grenske (Family Links)" . Archived from the original  on 31 October 2010. Retrieved 2 June 2010.
3. ^ Vladimir Moss. "Martyr-King Olaf of Norway – A Holy Orthodox Saint of Norway" . orthodox.net. Retrieved

14 December 2015.
4. ^ "The Calendar" . The Prayer Book Society of Canada. 16 October 2013. Retrieved 12 January 2017.
5. ^ "Olav den hellige" . Kunsthistorie. Retrieved 1 September 2017.
6. ^ Fredrik Paasche (29 July 1930). "Olav Haraldsson" . Den norske kirkes 900-årsjubileum. Retrieved

1 September 2017.
7. ^ Guðbrandur Vigfússon and York Powell, Frederick, ed. (1883). Court Poetry . Corpus Poeticum Boreale. 2.

Oxford: Oxford-Clarendon. p. 117. OCLC 60479029 .
8. ^ "St. Olaus, or Olave, King of Norway, Martyr (Butler's Lives of the Saints)" . Bartleby.com. Retrieved 21 May

2012.
9. ^ Leif Inge Ree Petersen. "Olav den hellige" . Store norske leksikon. Retrieved 1 September 2017.

10.  ̂a b c "St. Olaf, Patron Saint of Norway", St. Olaf Catholic Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota  Archived  6 March
2014 at the Wayback Machine

11. ^ "Olav den hellige" . lokalhistoriewiki.no. Retrieved 1 September 2017.
12.  ̂a b c Lindow, John. "St. Olaf and the Skalds." In: DuBois, Thomas A., ed. Sanctity in the North. Toronto:

University of Toronto Press, 2008. 103–27.
13. ^ Kunin, Devra, trans. A History of Norway and The Passion and Miracles of the Blessed Olafr. London: Viking

Society for Northern Research, 2011.
14. ^ "Saaremaa in written source" . Saaremaa.ee. Archived from the original  on 22 January 2016. Retrieved

21 May 2012.
15. ^ Gabriel Turville-Petre (1976). The Heroic Age of Scandinavia. Greenwood Press. p. 142. ISBN 0-8371-8128-3.
16. ^ "SAGA OF OLAF HARALDSON" . sacred-texts.com. Retrieved 30 April 2016.
17. ^ Gallen, Jarl (1984). Länsieurooppalaiset ja skandinaaviset Suomen esihistoriaa koskevat lähteet. Suomen

väestön esihistorialliset juuret. pp. 255–56.
18. ^ edited by Joonas Ahola & Frog with Clive Tolley (2014). Fibula, Fabula, Fact: The Viking Age in Finland. Studia

Fennica. p. 422.
19. ^ J. R. Hagland and B. Watson, 'Fact or folklore: the Viking attack on London Bridge' , London Archaeologist, 12

(2005), pp. 328–33.
20.  ̂a b c d Reeves 1911, p. 62.
21. ^ Lund, Niels. "Scandinavia, c. 700–1066." The New Cambridge Medieval History. Ed. Rosamond McKitterick.

Cambridge University Press, 1995.
22. ^ NRK. "Olav den Hellige var en sadist" . NRK. Retrieved 12 January 2017.
23.  ̂a b Winroth, Anders. The Conversion of Scandinavia. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012.
24. ^ Delehaye "Canonization" Encyclopædia Britannica pp. 192–93
25. ^ "Weekly Word" . weeklyword.eu.
26. ^ "Eco-Warriors Join Whalers' Festival" . 14 August 2011.
27. ^ "Olav Haraldsson – Olav the Stout – Olav the Saint (Viking Network)" . Viking.no. Retrieved 21 May 2012.
28. ^ Karen Larsen, A History of Norway (Princeton University Press: Princeton, 1948) pp. 95–101.
29. ^ Claus Krag. "Olav 2 Haraldsson Den Hellige, Konge" . Norsk biografisk leksikon. Retrieved 1 September 2017.
30. ^ "St. Olaf of Norway" . OrthodoxWiki.
31. ^ Margaret Clunies Ross, ' Reginnaglar ', in News from Other Worlds/Tíðendi ór ǫðrum heimum: Studies in Nordic

Folklore, Mythology and Culture in Honor of John F. Lindow, ed. by Merrill Kaplan and Timothy R. Tangherlini,
Wildcat Canyon Advanced Seminars Occasional Monographs, 1 (Berkeley, CA: North Pinehurst Press, 2012), pp.
3–21 (p. 4); ISBN 0578101742.

32. ^ Serpent image  Archived  20 March 2017 at the Wayback Machine[non-primary source needed]

33. ^ Eysteinn Erlendsson, Archbishop of Nidaros
34. ^ Orrman, Eljas. "Church and society". In: Prehistory to 1520. Ed. Knut Helle. Cambridge University Press, 2003.
35. ^ "The AngloSaxon Chronicle" . Britannia. Archived from the original  on 3 March 2016. Retrieved 21 May 2012.
36. ^ "The invention of tradition" . Umbc.edu. Retrieved 21 May 2012.
37. ^ David M. Cheney (22 August 2015). "Bishop John Willem Nicolaysen Gran, O.C.S.O. Deceased" . Catholic-

Hierarchy. Retrieved 1 September 2017.
38. ^ (in Norwegian) Audun Dybdahl, "Henrik Kalteisen ", in: Norsk biografisk leksikon [ Norwegian Biographical

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olaf_II_of_Norway&action=edit&section=14
https://no.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passio_Olavi
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olaf_II_of_Norway&action=edit&section=15
http://www.resurrectionpeople.org/saints.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20101031104404/http://nygaard.howards.net/files/189.htm
http://nygaard.howards.net/files/189.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Vladimir_Moss&action=edit&redlink=1
http://www.orthodox.net/western-saints/olaf-martyr-king-of-norway.html
http://prayerbook.ca/resources/bcponline/calendar/
http://kunsthistorie.com/fagwiki/Olav_den_hellige
http://virksommeord.uib.no/taler?id=2442
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gu%C3%B0brandur_Vigf%C3%BAsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_York_Powell
https://books.google.com/books?id=DnotAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA117
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/60479029
http://www.bartleby.com/210/7/294.html
https://snl.no/Olav_den_hellige
http://saintolaf.org/about-us/st-olaf-patron-saint-of-norway/
https://web.archive.org/web/20140306232712/http://saintolaf.org/about-us/st-olaf-patron-saint-of-norway/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://lokalhistoriewiki.no/index.php/Olav_den_hellige
https://web.archive.org/web/20160122122432/http://www.saaremaa.ee/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=277&Itemid=306&lang=en#viking
http://www.saaremaa.ee/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=277&Itemid=306&lang=en#viking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8371-8128-3
http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/heim/08stolaf.htm
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/adsdata/arch-457-1/dissemination/pdf/vol10/vol10_12/10_12_328_333.pdf
http://www.nrk.no/trondelag/_-olav-den-hellige-var-en-sadist-1.11844595
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Canonization
http://weeklyword.eu/en/no-island-is-an-island/
http://yardyyardyyardy.blogspot.com/2011/08/eco-warriors-join-whalers-festival.html
http://www.viking.no/e/people/st.olav/index.html
https://nbl.snl.no/Olav_2_Haraldsson_Den_Hellige
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Olaf_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0578101742
http://kulturminneatlas.avinet.no/object/dbarticle_preview.aspx?id=745
https://web.archive.org/web/20170320143322/http://kulturminneatlas.avinet.no/object/dbarticle_preview.aspx?id=745
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:No_original_research#Primary,_secondary_and_tertiary_sources
https://web.archive.org/web/20160303193223/http://www.britannia.com/history/docs/1053-55.html
http://www.britannia.com/history/docs/1053-55.html
http://www.umbc.edu/MA/index/number1/fenl1/fe1_8.htm
http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/bgran.html
http://nbl.snl.no/Henrik_Kalteisen


Dictionary ]. Retrieved 24 October 2011.
39. ^ See Harald Rausch, "Das Ende der Weißergasse ", PAPOO, posted 2 February 2011 (in German), and

Reinhard Schmid, "Koblenz – Dominikanerkloster ", Klöster und Stifte in Rheinland-Pfalz [ Monasteries and
Churches in Rhineland-Palatinate ] (in German) for more details.

40. ^ "St. Olaf Haraldson (Catholic Encyclopedia)" . Newadvent.org. 1 February 1911. Retrieved 21 May 2012.
41. ^ "Pilegrimsleden" . lokalhistoriewiki.no. Retrieved 1 September 2017.
42. ^ Astås, Reidar (1993). "Óláfr, St.". In Pulsiano, Phillip (ed.). Medieval Scandinavia, an Encyclopedia. NY and

London: Garland. p. 446. ISBN 0-8240-4787-7.
43. ^ Dumézil, Georges (1973). Gods of the Ancient Northmen. University of California Press. p. 125. ISBN 0-520-

02044-8.
44.  ̂a b Lindahl, Carl; McNamara, John; Lindow, John, eds. (2002). "Olaf, Saint". Medieval Folklore: A Guide to Myths,

Legends, Tales, Beliefs, and Customs. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 299. ISBN 9780195147711.
45. ^ Church website ; Statue of the saint from the sanctuary  Archived  27 July 2011 at the Wayback Machine
46. ^ "St. Olaf Church, Patron of Norway Catholic Church" . stolaf.cc. Retrieved 12 January 2017.
47. ^ "St Olaf Home Page" . Saint Olaf Catholic Church.
48. ^ "St. Olave's Anglican Church – Beauty and Tradition in Toronto's Bloor West Village" . Retrieved 11 April 2019.
49. ^ "St. Olaf's National School" . St. Olaf's National School.

http://www.weissergasse-koblenz.de/index.php?menuid=22&reporeid=40
http://www.klosterlexikon-rlp.de/mittelrhein-lahn-taunus/koblenz-dominikanerkloster.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11234a.htm
https://lokalhistoriewiki.no/index.php/Pilegrimsleden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8240-4787-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Dum%C3%A9zil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-520-02044-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780195147711
http://saintolaf.org/
http://saintolaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2.jpg
https://web.archive.org/web/20110727232741/http://saintolaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
http://www.stolaf.cc/
http://stolafut.org/home.html
http://stolaves.ca/
http://www.stolafs.ie/


Attribution:



v · t · e

Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Olaf II of
Norway.

 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Reeves, Poll (1911). "Olaf §
Olaf (II.) Haraldssön". In Chisholm, Hugh (ed.). Encyclopædia Britannica. XX (11th ed.). Cambridge
University Press. p. 62.

Further reading [edit]

Chatelaine, Calhoun, John Caldwell (1911). "Canonization" . Encyclopædia Britannica. V (11th ed.).
pp. 192–93.
Ekrem, Inger; Lars Boje Mortensen; Karen Skovgaard-Petersen (2000) Olavslegenden og den Latinske
Historieskrivning i 1100-tallets Norge (Museum Tusculanum Press) ISBN 978-87-7289-616-8
Hoftun, Oddgeir (2008) Kristningsprosessens og herskermaktens ikonografi i nordisk middelalder (Oslo)
ISBN 978-82-560-1619-8
Hoftun, Oddgeir (200) Stavkirkene – og det norske middelaldersamfunnet (Copenhagen; Borgens Forlag)
ISBN 87-21-01977-0
Langslet, Lars Roar; Ødegård, Knut (2011) Olav den hellige. Spor etter helgenkongen (Oslo: Forlaget
Press) ISBN 82-7547-402-7
Lidén, Anne (1999) Olav den helige i medeltida bildkonst. Legendmotiv och attribut (Stockholm) ISBN 91-
7402-298-9
Myklebus, Morten (1997) Olaf Viking & Saint (Norwegian Council for Cultural Affairs) ISBN 978-82-7876-
004-8
Passio Olavi (1970) Lidingssoga og undergjerningane åt den Heilage Olav (Oslo) ISBN 82-521-4397-0
Rumar, Lars (1997) Helgonet i Nidaros: Olavskult och kristnande i Norden (Stockhol) ISBN 91-88366-31-6

External links [edit]

"Olaf II." . New International Encyclopedia. 1905.
St. Olavs Orden  (in Norwegian)
Olav den Hellige – Norges evige konge
St. Olavsloppet
A History of Norway and The Miracles of the Blessed Olafr
Ny viten om Olav den hellige (Jørgen Haavardsholm. University of Oslo)
[1]  Saint Olave – King of Norway, Olav den Hellige (Karsten Krambs 2018).

Olaf the Saint
Vestfold branch

Cadet branch of the Fairhair dynasty
Born: 995  Died: July 29 1030

Regnal titles
Vacant

Regency held by
Sveinn Hákonarson
& Hákon Eiríksson
Title last held by

Sweyn Forkbeard

King of Norway
1015–1028

Vacant
Regency held by
Hákon Eiríksson
Title next held by
Cnut the Great

Monarchs of Norway

I. Independent Norway

Foreign and non-royal
rulers in italics, disputed

monarchs in brackets

872–1387

Harald I Fairhair · Eric I Bloodaxe · Haakon I the Good · Harald II Greycloak ·
Harald Bluetooth d & Haakon Sigurdsson r · Olaf I Tryggvason · Sweyn Forkbeard de &
Eric Haakonsson r & Sweyn Haakonsson r · Olaf II the Saint · Cnut the Great de &
Haakon Ericsson r & Sweyn Knutsson r (Ælfgifu r) · Magnus I the Good d ·
Harald III Hardrada · Magnus II Haraldsson · Olaf III Kyrre · Haakon Magnusson ·
Magnus III Barefoot · Olav Magnusson · Eystein I Magnusson · Sigurd I the Crusader
· Harald IV Gille · Magnus IV the Blind · Sigurd II Munn · Inge I Haraldsson ·
Eystein II Haraldsson · (Magnus Haraldsson) · Haakon II Broadshoulder ·
Magnus V Erlingsson · Sverre Sigurdsson · Haakon III Sverresson ·
(Guttorm Sigurdsson) · Inge II Bårdsson · Haakon IV Haakonsson ·
(Haakon the Young) · Magnus VI the Law-mender · Eric II Magnusson ·
Haakon V Magnusson · Magnus VII Ericsson s · Haakon VI Magnusson s ·
Olaf IV Haakonsson d

Margaret ds · Eric III ds · Christopher ds · Charles I s · Christian I ds · John ds ·

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Olaf_(kings_of_Norway)#Olaf_(II.)_Haraldss�n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica_Eleventh_Edition
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olaf_II_of_Norway&action=edit&section=16
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/1911_Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica/Canonization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica_Eleventh_Edition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-87-7289-616-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-82-560-1619-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/87-21-01977-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/82-7547-402-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/91-7402-298-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-82-7876-004-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/82-521-4397-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/91-88366-31-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olaf_II_of_Norway&action=edit&section=17
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Olaf_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/The_New_International_Encyclop%C3%A6dia/Olaf_II.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_International_Encyclopedia
http://www.kongehuset.no/c27047/artikkel/vis.html?tid=27216
http://ortodoks.org/Kirkeside/NO/sider/TEMA13/Tema13M.htm
http://www.st-olavsloppet.com/portal/en/
http://www.vsnrweb-publications.org.uk/Text Series/Historia%26Passio.pdf
http://forskning.no/historie-middelalderen-kunst-og-litteratur/2008/02/ny-viten-om-olav-den-hellige
https://www.academia.edu/35920363/Saint_Olave_-_King_of_Norway_Olav_den_Hellige_-_is_his_raids_to_England_based_on_a_1200s_poem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairhair_dynasty#Sub-dynasties_of_Fairhair_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairhair_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sveinn_H%C3%A1konarson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A5kon_Eiriksson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweyn_I_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Norwegian_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A5kon_Eiriksson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cnut_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Monarchs_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template_talk:Monarchs_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Template:Monarchs_of_Norway&action=edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Norwegian_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Norway_(872%E2%80%931397)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harald_Fairhair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Bloodaxe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_the_Good
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harald_Greycloak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harald_Bluetooth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_Sigurdsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olaf_Tryggvason
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweyn_Forkbeard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_Haakonsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweyn_Haakonsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cnut_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_Ericsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svein_Knutsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgifu_of_Northampton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_the_Good
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harald_Hardrada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olaf_III_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_Magnusson_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_Barefoot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olav_Magnusson_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eystein_I_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigurd_the_Crusader
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harald_Gille
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_IV_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigurd_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inge_I_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eystein_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_Haraldsson_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_V_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sverre_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_III_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guttorm_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inge_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_IV_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_the_Young
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_VI_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_V_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_IV_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_VI_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olaf_II_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_I_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_of_Pomerania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_of_Bavaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_VIII_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_I_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John,_King_of_Denmark


Privacy policy About Wikipedia Disclaimers Contact Wikipedia Mobile view Developers Statistics Cookie statement

This page was last edited on 31 August 2020, at 18:05 (UTC).

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you
agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit
organization.

Kalmar Union 1387–1523 Christian II ds

Denmark–Norway 1524–1814
Frederick I d · Christian III d · Frederick II d · Christian IV d · Frederick III d · Christian V d

· Frederick IV d · Christian VI d · Frederick V d · Christian VII d · Frederick VI d

II. Independent Norway Only 1814 Christian Frederick
Union with Sweden 1814–1905 Charles II s · Charles III John s · Oscar I s · Charles IV s · Oscar II s

III. Independent Norway Since 1905 Haakon VII · Olav V · Harald V

 Regent ·  Also Danish monarch ·  Also English monarch ·  Also Swedish monarch

Authority control 
BIBSYS: 90356223  · GND: 118736159  · ISNI: 0000 0001 0718 586X  · LCCN: n82009967  ·
NKC: jo2015887616  · NTA: 069226571  · SELIBR: 196256  · SUDOC: 027669068  ·
VIAF: 53023432  · WorldCat Identities: lccn-n82009967

Categories: Olaf II of Norway 995 births 1030 deaths 11th-century Norwegian monarchs
11th-century Christian saints 11th-century monarchs in Europe Burials at Nidaros Cathedral
11th-century Christian martyrs Monarchs killed in action Norwegian monarchs
Pre-Reformation saints of the Lutheran liturgical calendar Catholic martyrs Christian royal saints
Roman Catholic royal saints Norwegian exiles Fairhair dynasty Vikings killed in battle

r d e s

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalmar_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_II_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark%E2%80%93Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_I_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_III_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_II_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_IV_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_III_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_V_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_IV_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_VI_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_V_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_VII_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_VI_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Norway_(1814)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_VIII_of_Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_between_Sweden_and_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_XIII_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_XIV_John
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_I_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_XV_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_II_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_VII_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olav_V_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harald_V_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Danish_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_English_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Swedish_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Authority_control
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q208331#identifiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibsys
https://authority.bibsys.no/authority/rest/authorities/html/90356223
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GND_(identifier)
https://d-nb.info/gnd/118736159
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISNI_(identifier)
https://isni.org/isni/000000010718586X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LCCN_(identifier)
https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n82009967
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Library_of_the_Czech_Republic
https://aleph.nkp.cz/F/?func=find-c&local_base=aut&ccl_term=ica=jo2015887616&CON_LNG=ENG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Library_of_the_Netherlands
http://data.bibliotheken.nl/id/thes/p069226571
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SELIBR_(identifier)
https://libris.kb.se/auth/196256
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SUDOC_(identifier)
https://www.idref.fr/027669068
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VIAF_(identifier)
https://viaf.org/viaf/53023432
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WorldCat_Identities
https://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n82009967
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Category
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Olaf_II_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:995_births
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:1030_deaths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:11th-century_Norwegian_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:11th-century_Christian_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:11th-century_monarchs_in_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Burials_at_Nidaros_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:11th-century_Christian_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Monarchs_killed_in_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Norwegian_monarchs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Pre-Reformation_saints_of_the_Lutheran_liturgical_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Catholic_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Christian_royal_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Roman_Catholic_royal_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Norwegian_exiles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Fairhair_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Vikings_killed_in_battle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:General_disclaimer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olaf_II_of_Norway&mobileaction=toggle_view_mobile
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/How_to_contribute
https://stats.wikimedia.org/#/en.wikipedia.org
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Cookie_statement
https://wikimediafoundation.org/
https://www.mediawiki.org/


Olcán

Armoy round tower County Antrim

Cranfield Church, Lough Neagh

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Olcán (fl. 5th century) is the name of an early Irish saint of the Dál
Riata, disciple of St Patrick, founder and bishop of the monastery in
Armoy in northeast County Antrim, Northern Ireland.[1]
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Life [edit]

The hill at Drumbolcan, Rasharkin, is said to be the site where St Olcan
was discovered as a newborn baby. However it has also been said that
St Olcan was discovered as a baby in the area of what is now Armoy,
where he would eventually found his church. Olcan’s birth had occurred
after his mother, who had come from over the sea, had died and he lay
with her body for seven days before he was discovered by St Patrick. Olcán was baptised by St Patrick. In a
16th-century manuscript titled Martyrology of Salisbury, the claim is made that Olcan’s mother was St. Patrick’s
sister. St Olcan was sent to France and returned to Ireland to become the first Christian bishop in Ireland. Olcán
was consecrated Bishop around 474, when St Patrick himself was long established in Armagh. He was ordained
at Dunseverick Castle on the North Coast by St. Patrick, who then sent Olcán to study in Gaul.

Olcán and the Dál Riata [edit]

Olcán's church in Armoy lay in territory controlled by the Dál Riata, while neighbouring territories were
controlled by other ruling dynasties: the southern and western parts of what is now County Antrim and west
County Down by the Cruithni, and west County Down by the Dál Fiatach.[1]

In the 7th century, Tírechán relates that Patrick had granted a share of the prized relics of St Peter and Paul
(and further saints) to Olcán, indicating how much Patrick and his community expected of Olcán and their
alliance with the Dál Riata.[1] However, the fortunes of the Dál Riata in Ireland were adversely affected, while
their future rather lay in Scotland, notably in Argyll.[1] As a consequence of losing such political support, Olcán's
church were prone to dispossession. The Tripartite Life tells that the lands attached to Armoy were seized and
regranted to the saints Mac Nisse of Connor and Senán "of Inis Cathaig" (probably for Senán of Láthrach
Briúin).[1]

He is strongly historically and devotionally linked to County Antrim. There are the remains of a round tower on
the edge of the Armoy village.

Olcán's Well [edit]

The ruins of Cranfield Church, a 13th-century Irish church which lies on
the northern shore of Lough Neagh at Churchtown Point, Cranfield,
County Antrim, carries a tradition of belief Olcán blessed his well with
healing properties.[2] Olcán was reputedly buried at Cranfield Church in
earth brought from Rome.[3]

Within the well are gypsum crystals, known locally as ‘amber pebbles’,
which were also thought to have healing properties. It was believed that
they protected women in childbirth; fishermen from drowning; and
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homes from fire and burglary. Emigrants leaving for America in the 19th
century thought that swallowing pebbles would provide them with a safe passage across the Atlantic Ocean. It
was widely held that the well would overflow on 29 June and the amber pebbles would rise to the surface on that
day.[4]

Despite the best efforts of the Church, the healing tradition of the well has carried on to present times. Afflicted
areas of the body are bathed with a rag dipped in the well, followed by prayers and finally the rag is tied to one
of the trees the belief being that as the rag disintegrates so the affliction will disappear. Today the trees are full
of ribbons, pieces of string, and strips of material showing that some traditions never die.[4]

The Stations [edit]

Throughout Ireland there are still a limited number of places where "stations" or "patterns" are held to the
present day, one of these being Lough Derg. This is a very ancient form of devotion and was a major event at
Cranfield until it died out in the first half of the 1800s. In its heyday, the stations at Cranfield would have
attracted hundreds if not thousands of pilgrims from the lough shore area of Antrim, Londonderry and Tyrone.
The practice could be carried out anytime between May Eve and St Olcan’s Feast Day on June 29.[3]

The person performing the station collected seven ordinary small stones with which to count. Then, kneeling at
the door of the ruined church the pilgrim said the Our Father, Hail Mary and the Creed. He then walked slowly
(usually barefoot) clockwise round the church saying the Rosary. Arriving back at the door he dropped a
pebble. These slow rounds of the church continued, a pebble being dropped each time the pilgrim passed the
door until he had completed seven rounds. The same practice was carried out round the well seven times with a
pebble being dropped each time. Upon completing this the pilgrim drew some water from the well to bathe
themselves with. This procedure could be carried out on three consecutive days or all twenty one rounds of the
Church and Well respectively could be carried out on the same day.[3]

Legacy [edit]

The former St Olcan's High School, which was named in his honour, merged with St Malachy's High School,
Antrim to form St. Benedict's High School, is in Randalstown, County Antrim.

Notes [edit]

1.  ̂a b c d e Charles-Edwards, "Ulster, saints of (act. c.400–c.650)"
2. ^ BBC Northern Ireland profile
3.  ̂a b c "St. Olcan's Well", Kickham's Creggan GAC
4.  ̂a b "Religious Beliefs", Lough Neagh Heritage Project
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Saint Olegarius

Sepulcher of Saint Olegarius, side chapel of Christ of
Lepanto, Cathedral of Barcelona.

Born 1060
Barcelona

Died 6 March 1137

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Canonized 1675

Major shrine side chapel of Christ of Lepanto,
Cathedral of Barcelona

Feast 6 March

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Olegarius Bonestruga (from Germanic Oldegar, Latin: Ollegarius, Oligarius, Catalan: Oleguer, Spanish: Olegario; 1060 – 6 March 1137)
was the Bishop of Barcelona from 1116 and Archbishop of Tarragona from 1118 until his death. He was an intimate of Ramon Berenguer III,
Count of Barcelona, and often accompanied the count on military ventures.

Olegarius was canonised in 1675 and his major shrine and sepulchre is in the side chapel of Christ of Lepanto in the cathedral of Barcelona. His
feast is celebrated the date of his death: 6 March. An unreliable vita was composed for his canonisation, based on a fourteenth-century Vitae
sancti Ollegarii, which is based on a lost twelfth-century vita often ascribed to Olegarius' contemporary of Barcelona, Renald the Grammarian.[1]
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Early ecclesiastical career [edit]

Olegarius was born to a noble family of Barcelona. His father was a follower of Ramon Berenguer I, Count of Barcelona; his mother was Guilia. At
the age of ten, Olegarius entered the guild of canon priests of the Cathedral of Barcelona. He later served as superior (provost) of the canonries
of Barcelona and then Sant Adrià de Besós (1095–1108), and later as abbot of the Augustinian monastery of Saint-Ruf (Saint Rufus) in Avignon
(1113–1118).[2] As abbot of Saint-Ruf, Olegarius had mediated the Mediterranean alliance between the Republic of Pisa, Kingdom of Cagliari,
County of Provence, and Barcelona against the Almoravid pirates based on the Balearic Islands, resulting in the expedition of 1113–15.[2] In the
Gesta triumphalla per Pisanos, facta de captione Hierusalem et civitatis Mayoricarum of the Pisan deacon Enric (not, as sometimes alleged,
Lorenzo Verones), Olegarius names is misspelled Nogelarius or Nigelarius.[2]

At some point he joined the cofradía (confraternity) of San Pedro de la Portella.[3] Raymond Berenguer III named him bishop of Barcelona in 1116, and he was consecrated by Cardinal Boso of
Sant'Anastasia in the cathedral of Maguelone in Provence during the pontificate of Paschal II. In 1117 he went to Rome to pay homage to Pope Gelasius II.

Ecclesiastical reformer and leader [edit]

As a churchman Olegarius was of the reforming tradition. He was often present at papal synods. He attended Toulouse in 1119, Rheims in 1120, First
Lateran in 1123, Narbonne in 1129, Clermont in 1130, and Rheims in 1131.[4] At First Lateran he had been declared legate a latere over the Crusade in
New Catalonia (i.e., the province of Tarragone) and began to take the title dispensator or rector of Tarragona.[5] At Narbonne the council confirmed the
interprovincial archconfraternity (confratrium) for the restoration of the church of Tarragona which Olegarius had established on a more local level a year
earlier.[6][7] Members of the confraternity, lay and ecclesiastical, noble or otherwise, paid membership dues which went to Olegarius' archdiocese.[8] At
Clermont he probably met Bernard of Clairvaux and his arguments were influential in the condemnation of Antipope Anacletus II. He attended the council of
San Zoilo in Castile on 4 February 1130.[9]

In the 1120s Olegarius reformed the monastery of Santa Eulàlia outside Barcelona, turning it into a community of Augustinian canons.[10] Indeed, he was
extensively involved in the Augustinian reform of the Catalan monasteries.[2] In 1132 he excommunicated the monastery of Santa Maria de Ripoll over the
right to exercise justice for crimes committed on the monastery's land.[11] In 1133 Olegarius granted the sheets and beds of all deceased clergy to the
hospital of En Guitard in Barcelona.[12]

Restoration of Tarragona [edit]

After Tarragona was re-conquered from the Moors, on 8 March 1118 Olegarius was consecrated archbishop of Tarragona (remaining bishop of Barcelona)
by Gelasius, who as a monk had lived at Saint-Ruf under Olegarius.[13] He received the bull of confirmation and the pallium on 21 March.[13] He was granted full jurisdiction over Tarragona and its
countryside by Ramon Berenguer III—through a process, agreed on 23 January 1118, whereby the secular lordship was granted to the Church pending reconquest[14]—and also received
ecclesiastical administrative rights over the projected diocese of Tortosa (which had not yet been conquered) from Pope Gelasius.[15][16] He was a close counsellor to Ramon Berenguer III and
Ramon Berenguer IV.

At some point after the Battle of Corbins—a great Catalan defeat—in 1124, Olegarius is said to have gone on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. He cut his stay short at Antioch because of concern for
Tarragona and had returned by 1127.[17]

Between 1126 and 1130 Olegarius was very active in rebuilding Tarragona, its churches especially.[18] He also actively encouraged resettlement and colonisation and laboured to bring in knights
and other soldiers for the new territory's defence.[18] He "conferred benefices regularly", according to his vita.[18] In 1126–1127, the period of his greatest activity in New Catalonia, he began
encouraging a second Crusade effort. He began by compensating William V of Montpellier for the knights he had lent to Barcelona in 1124–1125 and by reconciling William with his son, Bernard IV
of Melgueil, in order to strengthen the anti-Almoravid alliance.[18] On 14 March 1129 he ceded this secular authority in the district of Tarragona to Robert Bordet, with whom he had an antagonistic
relationship, with the title of princeps Tarraconensis, effectively the archiepiscopate's vidame or defensor.[6][15] Instead Olegarius concentrated on restoring the metropolitan.[15][19]

Diplomatic activity [edit]

In 1129 Olegarius was drawn into the Investiture Controversy then raging between Papacy and Empire and he returned to southern France to be with the pope in exile.[18] He was briefly in Barcelona
and then in Castile (at San Zoilo) in 1130 before returning to France. He was back in Barcelona for the cort of 1131, whereat Olegarius successfully petitioned for a restoration of the tithe on the
revenues from Barcelona's port, which a new treaty he had negotiated with the Republic of Genoa had recently augmented.[20]

Olegarius helped establish the Knights Templar in Catalonia "to serve God and fight in our land" in 1134.[4] In 1122 he was a signatory at Montearagón to the foundation charter of the military
confraternity of Belchite, founded by Alfonso the Battler.[21] He played an important role in December 1134 when, at Zaragoza, he brokered a peace between Ramiro II of Aragon and Alfonso VII of
Castile. He also negotiated the marriage alliances between Douce I, Countess of Provence and Ramon Berenguer III and of Petronila of Aragon to Ramon Berenguer IV.[22]
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Olga of Kiev

Saint Olga
Grand Princess of Kiev, Equal to the Apostles

Saint Olga by Mikhail Nesterov

Reign 945–960

Predecessor Igor I

Successor Sviatoslav the Brave

Born c. 890–925
Pskov

Died 969
Kiev

Spouse Igor I

Issue Sviatoslav the Brave

Dynasty Rurik Dynasty (by marriage)

Religion Eastern Orthodoxy

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Olga (Church Slavonic: Ольга, in the baptism — Elena; born
c. 890–925, in Pskov[1] – died 969 AD in Kiev) was a regent of
Kievan Rus' for her son Svyatoslav from 945 until 960. Due to the
imperfect transliteration between Old East Slavic and the English
language, the name Olga is synonymous with Olha. From her
baptism, Olga took the name Elenа.[2] She is known for her
subjugation of the Drevlians, a tribe that had killed her husband
Igor of Kiev. Even though it would be her grandson Vladimir that
would convert the entire nation to Christianity, because of her
efforts to spread Christianity through Rus', Olga is venerated as a
saint in the Eastern Orthodox Church with the epithet "Equal to the
Apostles" and her feast day is the 11th of July.[3]
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Life [edit]

Early life [edit]

While Olga's birthdate is unknown, it could be as early as 890 AD
and as late as 925 AD.[4][5] According to the Primary Chronicle Olga
was born and lived in Pskov (Old East Slavic: Плесковъ,
Пльсковъ).[6] Little is known about her life before her marriage to
Prince Igor I of Kiev and the birth of their son, Svyatoslav.[7] Igor
was the son and heir of Rurik, founder of the Rurik dynasty. After
his father's death Igor was under the guardianship of Oleg, who had consolidated power in the region,
conquering neighboring tribes and establishing a capital in Kiev.[8][9] This loose tribal federation became known
as Kievan Rus', a territory covering what are now parts of Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus.

The Drevlians were a neighboring tribe with which the growing Kievan Rus' empire had a complex relationship.
The Drevlians had joined Kievan Rus' in military campaigns against the Byzantine Empire and paid tribute to
Igor's predecessors. They stopped paying tribute upon Oleg's death and instead gave money to a local warlord.
In 945, Igor set out to the Drevlian capital, Iskorosten (today known as Korosten in northern Ukraine), to force
the tribe to pay tribute to Kievan Rus'.[8] Confronted by Igor's larger army, the Drevlians backed down and paid
him. As Igor and his army rode home, however, he decided the payment was not enough and returned, with only
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v · t · e Rurikids 
(IX—XI century)

Rurik
 Igor (co-ruler:  Oleg)

 Sviatoslav (co-ruler:  Olga)
 Yaropolk

 Sviatopolk the Accursed
Oleg of Drelinia

 Vladimir the Great
Vysheslav of Novgorod [ru]
Izyaslav of Polotsk

(Polotsk branch)
 Yaroslav the Wise

Vsevolod Vladimirovich [ru]
Mstislav the Brave

Evstafy Mstislavich [ru]
Sviatoslav of Drelinia [ru]
St. Boris
St. Gleb
Stanislav Vladimirovich [ru]
Pozvizd [ru]
Sudislav of Pskov

 — Grand Prince of Kiev

The personal symbols of Rurik,
Igor, Olga and Svyatoslav.

Princess Olga meets the body of
her husband. A sketch by Vasily
Surikov.

Romanov Imperial icon created
in 1895 of St. Olga. Silver, gold,
color enamel, tempera. Collection
V.Logvinenko

a small escort, seeking more tribute.[10] Upon his arrival in their territory, the Drevlians murdered Igor. According
to the Byzantine chronicler Leo the Deacon, Igor's death was caused by a gruesome act of torture in which he
was "captured by them, tied to tree trunks, and torn in two."[11] D. Sullivan has suggested that Leo may have
invented this sensationalist version of Igor's death, taking inspiration from Diodorus Siculus' account of a similar
killing method used by the robber Sinis, who lived near the Isthmus of Corinth and was killed by Theseus.[11]

Regency [edit]

After Igor's death in 945, Olga ruled Kievan Rus as regent on behalf of
their son Svyatoslav.[12] Little is known about Olga's tenure as ruler of
Kiev, but the Primary Chronicle does give an account of her accession
to the throne and her bloody revenge on the Drevlians for the murder
of her husband as well as some insight into her role as civil leader of
the Kievan people.

According to archeologist Sergei Beletsky [ru], Knyaginya Olga, like all
the other rulers before Vladimir the Great, was also using the bident as
her personal symbol.[13]

Drevlian Uprising [edit]

After Igor's death at the hands of the Drevlians, Olga assumed the
throne because her three-year-old son Svyatoslav was too young to
rule. The Drevlians, emboldened by their success in ambushing and
killing the king, sent a messenger to Olga proposing that she marry his
murderer, Prince Mal. Twenty Drevlian negotiators boated to Kiev to
pass along their king's message and to ensure Olga's compliance.
They arrived in her court and told the queen why they were in Kiev: "to
report that they had slain her husband...and that Olga should come
and marry their Prince Mal."[14] Olga responded:

Your proposal is pleasing to me, indeed, my husband cannot
rise again from the dead. But I desire to honor you tomorrow in
the presence of my people. Return now to your boat, and
remain there with an aspect of arrogance. I shall send for you
on the morrow, and you shall say, "We will not ride on horses
nor go on foot, carry us in our boat." And you shall be carried
in your boat.[14]

When the Drevlians returned the next day, they waited outside Olga's court
to receive the honor she had promised. When they repeated the words she
had told them to say, the people of Kiev rose up, carrying the Drevlians in
their boat. The ambassadors believed this was a great honor, as if they
were being carried by palanquin. The people brought them into the court
where they were dropped into a trench that had been dug the day before
under Olga's orders where the ambassadors were buried alive. It is written
that Olga bent down to watch them as they were buried and "inquired
whether they found the honor to their taste."[14]

Olga then sent a message to the Drevlians that they should send "their
distinguished men to her in Kiev, so that she might go to their Prince with
due honor."[14] The Drevlians, unaware of the fate of the first diplomatic
party, gathered another party of men to send "the best men who governed
the land of Dereva."[14] When they arrived, Olga commanded her people to
draw them a bath and invited the men to appear before her after they had
bathed. When the Drevlians entered the bathhouse, Olga had it set on fire
from the doors, so that all the Drevlians within burned to death.[14]

Olga sent another message to the Drevlians, this time ordering them to
"prepare great quantities of mead in the city where you killed my husband,
that I may weep over his grave and hold a funeral feast for him."[14] When
Olga and a small group of attendants arrived at Igor's tomb, she did indeed
weep and hold a funeral feast. The Drevlians sat down to join them and
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The Lemko church of Saints
Vladimir and Olga, now located at
the Museum of National Folk
Architecture and Rural Life in Lviv

began to drink heavily. When the Drevlians were drunk, she ordered her followers to kill them, "and went about
herself egging on her retinue to the massacre of the Drevlians."[14] According to the Primary Chronicle, five
thousand Drevlians were killed on this night, but Olga returned to Kiev to prepare an army to finish off the
survivors.

The initial conflict between the armies of the two nations went very well for the forces of Kievan Rus', who won
the battle handily and drove the survivors back into their cities. Olga then led her army to Iskorosten (what is
today Korosten), the city where her husband had been slain, and laid siege to the city. The siege lasted for a
year without success, when Olga thought of a plan to trick the Drevlians. She sent them a message: "Why do
you persist in holding out? All your cities have surrendered to me and submitted to tribute, so that the
inhabitants now cultivate their fields and their lands in peace. But you had rather tide of hunger, without
submitting to tribute."[15] The Drevlians responded that they would submit to tribute, but that they were afraid she
was still intent on avenging her husband. Olga answered that the murder of the messengers sent to Kiev, as well
as the events of the feast night, had been enough for her. She then asked them for a small request: "Give me
three pigeons...and three sparrows from each house."[15] The Drevlians rejoiced at the prospect of the siege
ending for so small a price, and did as she asked.

Olga then instructed her army to attach a piece of sulphur bound with small pieces of cloth to each bird. At
nightfall, Olga told her soldiers to set the pieces aflame and release the birds. They returned to their nests within
the city, which subsequently set the city ablaze. As the Primary Chronicle tells it: "There was not a house that
was not consumed, and it was impossible to extinguish the flames, because all the houses caught fire at
once."[15] As the people fled the burning city, Olga ordered her soldiers to catch them, killing some of them and
giving the others as slaves to her followers. She left the remnant to pay tribute.

Governance [edit]

Olga remained regent ruler of Kievan Rus with the support of the army and her people. She changed the system
of tribute gathering (poliudie) in the first legal reform recorded in Eastern Europe. She continued to evade
proposals of marriage, defended the city during the Siege of Kiev in 968, and saved the power of the throne for
her son.

After her dramatic subjugation of the Drevlians, the Primary Chronicle recounts how Olga "passed through the
land of Dereva, accompanied by her son and her retinue, establishing laws and tribute. Her trading posts and
hunting-reserves are there still."[15] As queen, Olga established trading-posts and collected tribute along the
Msta and the Luga rivers. She established hunting grounds, boundary posts, towns, and trading-posts across
the empire. Olga's work helped to centralize state rule with these trade centers, called pogosti, which served as
administrative centers in addition to their mercantile roles. Olga's network of pogosti would prove important in the
ethnic and cultural unification of the Russian nation, and her border posts began the establishment of national
boundaries for the kingdom.

During her son's prolonged military campaigns, she remained in charge of Kiev, residing in the castle of
Vyshgorod with her grandsons.

Christianity [edit]

The Primary Chronicle does not go into additional detail about Olga's time as regent, but does tell the story of
her conversion to Christianity and subsequent effect on the acceptance of Christianity in Eastern Europe.

Conversion [edit]

In the 950s, Olga traveled to Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine
Empire, to visit Emperor Constantine VII.[16] Once in Constantinople, Olga
converted to Christianity with the assistance of the Emperor and the
Patriarch. While the Primary Chronicle does not divulge Olga's motivation
for her visit or conversion, it does go into great detail on the conversion
process, in which she was baptized and instructed in the ways of
Christianity:

The reigning Emperor was named Constantine, son of Leo.
Olga came before him, and when he saw that she was very fair
of countenance and wise as well, the Emperor wondered at her
intellect. He conversed with her and remarked that she was
worthy to reign with him in his city. When Olga heard his words,
she replied that she was still a pagan, and that if he desired to
baptize her, he should perform this function himself; otherwise,
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she was unwilling to accept baptism. The Emperor, with the
assistance of the Patriarch, accordingly baptized her. When
Olga was enlightened, she rejoiced in soul and body. The
Patriarch, who instructed her in the faith, said to her, "Blessed
art thou among the women of Rus', for thou hast loved the light,
and quit the darkness. The sons of Rus' shall bless thee to the
last generation of thy descendants." He taught her the doctrine
of the Church, and instructed her in prayer and fasting, in
almsgiving, and in the maintenance of chastity. She bowed her
head, and like a sponge absorbing water, she eagerly drank in
his teachings. The Princess bowed before the Patriarch,
saying, "Through thy prayers, Holy Father, may I be preserved
from the crafts and assaults of the devil!" At her baptism she
was christened Helena, after the ancient Empress, mother of
Constantine the Great. The Patriarch then blessed her and
dismissed her.[2]

While the Primary Chronicle notes that Olga was christened with the name "Helena" after the ancient Saint
Helena (the mother of Constantine the Great), Jonathan Shepard argues that Olga's baptismal name comes
from the contemporary emperor's wife, Helena.[17] The observation that Olga was "worthy to reign with him in his
city" suggests that the emperor was interested in marrying her. While the Chronicle explains Constantine's desire
to take Olga as his wife as stemming from the fact that she was "fair of countenance and wise as well," marrying
Olga could certainly have helped him gain power over Rus'. The Chronicle recounts that Olga asked the
emperor to baptize her knowing that his baptismal sponsorship, by the rules of spiritual kinship, would make
marriage between them a kind of spiritual incest.[18] Though her desire to become Christian may have been
genuine, this request was also a way for her to maintain political independence. After the baptism, when
Constantine repeated his marriage proposal, Olga answered that she could not marry him since Church law
forbade a goddaughter to marry her godfather:

After her baptism, the Emperor summoned Olga and made known to her that he wished her to
become his wife. But she replied, "How can you marry me, after yourself baptizing me and calling me
your daughter? For among Christians that is unlawful, as you yourself must know." Then the
Emperor said, "Olga, you have outwitted me." He gave her many gifts of gold, silver, silks, and
various vases, and dismissed her, still calling her his daughter.[2]

Francis Butler argues that the story of the proposal was a literary embellishment, describing an event that is
highly unlikely to have ever actually occurred.[19] In fact, at the time of her baptism, Constantine already had an
empress. In addition to uncertainty over the truth of the Chronicle 's telling of events in Constantinople, there is
controversy over the details of her conversion to Christianity.[20] According to Russian sources, she was baptized
in Constantinople in 957. Byzantine sources, however, indicate that she was a Christian prior to her 957 visit. It
seems likely that she was baptized in Kiev around 955 and, following a second christening in Constantinople,
took the Christian name Helen. Olga was not the first person from Rus' to convert from her pagan ways-- there
were Christians in Igor's court who had taken oaths at the St. Elias Church in Kiev for the Rus'–Byzantine Treaty
in 945--but she was the most powerful Rus' individual to undergo baptism during her life.[21]

Efforts to Christianize Kievan Rus' [edit]

The Primary Chronicle reports that Olga received the Patriarch's blessing for her journey home, and that once
she arrived, she unsuccessfully attempted to convert her son to Christianity:

Now Olga dwelt with her son Svyatoslav, and she urged him to be baptized, but he would not listen
to her suggestion, though when any man wished to be baptized, he was not hindered, but only
mocked. For to the infidels, the Christian faith is foolishness. They do not comprehend it, because
they walk in darkness and do not see the glory of God. Their hearts are hardened, and they can
neither hear with their ears nor see with their eyes. For Solomon has said, "The deeds of the
unrighteous are far from wisdom. Inasmuch as I have called you, and ye heard me not, I sharpened
my words, and ye understood not. But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would have none
of my reproach. For they have hated knowledge, and the fear of Jehovah they have not chosen.
They would none of my counsel, but despised all my reproof."[2]

This passage highlights the hostility towards Christianity in Kievan Rus' in the tenth century. In the Chronicle,
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Svyatoslav declares that his followers would "laugh" if he were to accept Christianity.[2] While Olga tried to
convince her son that his followers would follow his example if he converted, her efforts were in vain. However,
her son agreed not to persecute those in his kingdom who did convert, which marked a crucial turning point for
Christianity in the area.[22] Despite the resistance of her people to Christianity, Olga built churches in Kiev,
Pskov, and elsewhere.[23]

Relations with the Holy Roman Emperor [edit]

Seven Latin sources document Olga's embassy to Holy Roman Emperor Otto I in 959. The continuation of
Regino of Prüm mentions that the envoys requested the emperor to appoint a bishop and priests for their nation.
The chronicler accuses the envoys of lies, commenting that their trick was not exposed until later. Thietmar of
Merseburg says that the first archbishop of Magdeburg, Saint Adalbert of Magdeburg, before being promoted to
this high rank, was sent by Emperor Otto to the country of the Rus' (Rusciae) as a simple bishop but was
expelled by pagan allies of Svyatoslav I. The same data is repeated in the annals of Quedlinburg and
Hildesheim.

In 2018, Russian historian and writer Boris Akunin pointed out the importance of a 2-year gap between invitation
and arrival of bishops: "The failure of Olga's Byzantine trip has inflicted a severe blow to her party. The Grand
Knyaginya made a second attempt to find a Christian patron, now in the West. But it seems, in the period
between the sending of the embassy to Emperor Otto in 959 and the arrival of Adalbert in Kiev in 961, a
bloodless coup took place. Pagan party prevailed, the young Sviatoslav pushed his mother into the background,
and that's why the German bishops had to return empty-handed."[24]

According to Russian historian Vladimir Petrukhin, Olga invited the Roman Catholic bishops because she wanted
to motivate Byzantine Orthodox priests to catechize the Rus' people more enthusiastically, by introducing
competition.[25]

Death [edit]

According to the Primary Chronicle, Olga died from illness in 969, soon after the Pechenegs' siege of the city.[26]

When Svyatoslav announced plans to move his throne to the Danube region, the ailing Olga convinced him to
stay with her during her final days. Only three days later, she passed away and her family and all of Kievan Rus’
wept:

Svyatoslav announced to his mother and his boyars, "I do not care to remain in Kiev, but should
prefer to live in Perya-slavets on the Danube, since that is the centre of my realm, where all riches
are concentrated; gold, silks, wine, and various fruits from Greece, silver and horses from Hungary
and Bohemia, and from Rus' furs, wax, honey, and slaves." But Olga made reply, "You behold me in
my weakness. Why do you desire to depart from me?" For she was already in precarious health.
She thus remonstrated with him and begged him first to bury her and then to go wheresoever he
would. Three days later Olga died. Her son wept for her with great mourning, as did likewise her
grandsons and all the people. They thus carried her out, and buried her in her tomb. Olga had
given command not to hold a funeral feast for her, for she had a priest who performed the last rites
over the sainted Princess.[27]

Although he disapproved of his mother's Christian tradition, Svyatoslav heeded Olga's request that her priest,
Gregory, conduct a Christian funeral without the ritual pagan burial feast.[28] Her tomb remained in Kiev for over
two centuries, but was destroyed by the Mongolian-Tatar armies of Batu Khan in 1240.[28]

Legacy [edit]

Sainthood [edit]

At the time of her death, it seemed that Olga's attempt to make Kievan Rus' a Christian territory had been a
failure. Nonetheless, Olga's Christianizing mission would be brought to fruition by her grandson, Vladimir, who
officially adopted Christianity in 988.[28] The Primary Chronicle highlights Olga's holiness in contrast to the
pagans around her during her life as well as the significance of her decision to convert to Christianity:

Olga was the precursor of the Christian land, even as the day-spring precedes the sun and as the
dawn precedes the day. For she shone like the moon by night, and she was radiant among the
infidels like a pearl in the mire, since the people were soiled, and not yet purified of their sin by holy
baptism. But she herself was cleansed by this sacred purification…. She was the first from Rus' to
enter the kingdom of God, and the sons of Rus' thus praise her as their leader, for since her death
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Fresco of Saints Vladimir and Olga, in the
Cathedral of the Annunciation, Moscow

she has interceded with God in their behalf.[27]

In 1547, nearly 600 years after her 969 death, the Russian Orthodox Church named Olga a saint.[22] Because of
her proselytizing influence, the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Ruthenian Greek Catholic Church, and the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church call Saint Olga by the honorific Isapóstolos, "Equal to the Apostles". She is also
a saint in the Roman Catholic Church. Olga's feast day is July 11, the date of her death.[29] In keeping with her
own biography, she is the patron of widows and converts.[30]

Olga is venerated as Saint in East Slavic-speaking countries where churches uses the Byzantine Rite: Eastern
Orthodox Church (especially in Russian Orthodox Church), Greek Catholic Church (especially in the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church), in churches with Byzantine Rite Lutheranism,[31] and in the Roman Catholic Church in
Russia (Latin rite).[32]

Churches and monuments [edit]

Ukraine

Cathedral of St. Olga, Kiev (inaugurated 2010)
Church of Sts. Olha and Elizabeth, Lviv
Church of Volodymyr and Olha, Khodoriv
Church of Sts. Volodymyr and Olha, Podusiv, Peremyshliany
Raion
Saint Vladimir and Olha church, Staryi Dobrotvir, Kamenka-
Buzky Raion
Church of Saints Volodymyr and Olha, Birky, Yavoriv Raion
Church of Saints Volodymyr and Olha, Horodok, Lviv Oblast
Saint Olga Orthodox church in Korosten, Zhytomyr Oblast

Russia

Monument of St. Olga [ru] by Vyacheslav Klykov, Pskov
(2003).[33]

Monument of St. Olga by Zurab Tsereteli, Pskov (2003).[34]

Olga bridge [ru] in Pskov.
St. Olga's chapel [ru] in Pskov.
Princess Olga Airport in Pskov (since 2019, through a win in a
poll against Aleksandr Nevsky).[35]

Monument of St. Olga in Vladimir.
Monument of St. Olga in Moscow.
St. Olga is present on the Millennium of Russia monument in Veliky Novgorod.
St. Olga Roman Catholic Cathedral in Lyublino, Moscow (inaugurated 2003).[32]

St. Olga Equal to the Apostles Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Ostankino, Moscow (inaugurated 2014).[36]

St. Olga Equal to the Apostles Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Solntsevo, Moscow (inaugurated 2015)[37].
St. Olga Equal to the Apostles Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Olga, Primorje.

United States

Sts. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church, Chicago
Canada

Saints Vladimir and Olga Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and Parish Hall, Winnipeg, Manitoba[38]

Saints Vladimir and Olga Ukrainian Catholic Church, Dauphin, Manitoba[39]

Saints Vladimir and Olga Ukrainian Catholic Church, Windsor, Ontario
Australia

Saints Volodymyr and Olha Church, Woodville, South Australia

Modern reception [edit]

As an important figure in the history of Christianity, Olga's image as a saint lives on. But the question of Olga as
a historical figure and character in the Primary Chronicle has been taken up in recent years.

Olga's historical characterization as a vengeful princess, juxtaposed with her estimation within the Orthodox
tradition as a saint, has produced a variety of modern interpretations of her story. Scholars tend to be more
conservative with their interpretations, focusing on what the Primary Chronicle makes explicit: Olga's role in the
spread of Christianity to Eastern Europe and Russia. These texts, generally speaking, focus on Olga's role as
advisor to her son, whose decision not to persecute Christians in the Kievan Rus' was a pivotal moment in the
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religious history of Russia and its neighboring lands. Academic work on Olga tends
not to dwell on the narrative twists and turns of her story, instead focusing on
extracting historical facts from the story.

Modern publications, however, have focused on her as an historical character.
Journalists have penned articles with titles ranging from "Saint Olga of Kiev is the
Best Warrior Princess You Never Knew"[40] to "Meet the Murderous Viking Princess
Who Brought the Faith to Eastern Europe."[7] These texts, written for a broader
audience, tend to focus on Olga's exploits as a sort of historical drama. Her Viking
heritage is always brought up, and often used as an explanation for her fiery spirit
and military accomplishments. Authors focus on the most dramatic details of her
story: her murder of two Drevlian negotiating groups, her wily deception of the
Drevlian ruler, and her ultimate conquest of his people. A number of sources make
her out to be a proto-feminist figure, a woman who did not allow contemporaneous
expectations of gender roles to lock her out of the leadership role. Because there is little evidence to support the
idea that Olga's rule was ever questioned by her people, this characterization of her rule is a medievalism — that
is, an assumption made about history based not on facts but on preconceptions about the past, in this case the
rigid relationship between gender and medieval rulership.

Though a number of these contemporary sources refer to Olga as a "warrior princess", there is little evidence to
suggest she actually participated in the fighting and killing of her enemies. Based on historical precedent, it is
more likely that she was a commander of troops, a sort of general or commander-in-chief, than a warrior of
particular skill. These assertions have still made their way into the public imagination, however, as evidenced by
the appropriation of her image in the Eastern European heavy metal scene.

This duality of Olga's character — on the one hand a venerated saint, on the other a bloodthirsty commander of
troops — has made her an attractive figure for subversive artists. Her image has been taken up in the heavy
metal scene in some cases, most notably as the muse and cover figure for A Perfect Absolution, a concept
album by French band Gorod about Olga of Kiev.

According to Russian politician Vladimir Medinsky, the influence of Olga's image as a ruler is underappreciated
among the feminists: "Logically, Olga should have been a feminist icon. At least, Russian feminist icon. To stand
up and throw a boat full of guys into a pit. And to bury them. Unfortunately (or maybe, in this case, fortunately),
Russian ladies, the regular consumers of Cosmopolitan and Sex & the City, do not know the history well.
Seriously speaking, the fact of the second ruler of Russia being female is surprisingly poorly mastered by the
public consciousness... For sure, the memory about Olga will be refreshed, alongside Catherine the Great's."
Medinsky also pointed out Olga's successful political PR: "For politicians, it is very important to be perceived as
wise and cunning. In their case, these two qualities merge and make them seem exceptional. And in this sense,
Olga is the most successful politician of Ancient Russia. Her image of both clever and cunning has survived
through the ages."[41]

According to Russian historian Boris Akunin, the facts about Olga can be relatively clearly separated from the
legends. For him, it's only plausible she murdered the envoys who wanted to replace her husband Igor with their
Prince Mal, as Iskorosten was just two days' ride from Kiev, so it was impossible to conceal the first public
murder. He also considers it obvious that she reconquered the Drevlians. Still, her large-scale administrative-
economic reforms have some controversial implications: "Olga has secured for herself "traps" (Russian: ловища,
romanized: lovishcha) (hunting lands) and "camps" (Russian: становища, romanized: stanovishcha) (guesting
places). She was generally very concerned about the separation of her personal property from the state. It gave
the Grand Knyazes the opportunity to dispose of the funds more voluntary, but at the same time it has inserted a
time bomb into the centralized state: after a period of time, the division of the country into "Grand Kniaz's" and
"non-Grand-Kniaz's" parts will become one of the reasons for Kievan Rus' collapse. However, Olga had secured
her family's power and wealth for the next 100 years."[42]

Gallery [edit]

Illuminations from the Radziwiłł Chronicle

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Coat_of_Arms_of_Lach%C4%8Dycy,_Belarus.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Coat_of_Arms_of_Lach%C4%8Dycy,_Belarus.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyachchyzy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medievalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Perfect_Absolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gorod_(band)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Medinsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmopolitan_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_%26_the_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_Akunin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization_of_Russian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization_of_Russian
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olga_of_Kiev&action=edit&section=15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radziwi%C5%82%C5%82_Chronicle


Olga's revenge for her husband's death

 

Fourth revenge of Olga: Burning of
Derevlian capital Iskorosten

Reception of Olga by Constantine VII

Portrets

Nikolai Bruni's Saint Grand Knyaginya
Olga [ru] (1901)

 

Nicholas Roerich's Saint Olga (1915)

See also [edit]

Princess Olga Pskov Airport
Order of Princess Olga (established in Ukraine in 1997)
Olga Bay and Olga, Russia
Christianization of Kievan Rus'
A Perfect Absolution - concept album by French band Gorod about Olga of Kiev

References [edit]

1. ^ Vernadsky 1948, p. 39.
2.  ̂a b c d e Primary Chronicle 82.
3. ^ "Святая княгиня Ольга" . Русская вера (in Russian). Retrieved 2019-08-08.
4. ^ Michael S. Flier, "St Olga," in The Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. Robert E. Bjork (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2010).
5. ^ "Princess Olga of Kiev," Russiapedia, https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/history-and-

mythology/princess-olga-of-kiev/.
6. ^ Karpov, A.Y. (2009). Princess Olga (in Russian). Moscow: Molodaya Gvardiya. p. 31. ISBN 978-5-235-03213-2.
7.  ̂a b Addison Nugent, "Meet the Murderous Viking Princess Who Brought the Faith to Eastern Europe," OZY,

January 22, 2018, https://www.ozy.com/flashback/meet-the-murderous-viking-princess-who-brought-the-faith-to-
eastern-europe/83251.

8.  ̂a b Thomas J. Craughwell, Saints Behaving Badly: The Cutthroats, Crooks, Trollops, Con Men, and Devil-
Worshippers Who Became Saints (New York: Doubleday, 2006), 83.

9. ^ Thomas Noonan, "European Russia, C. 500–c. 1050," in The New Cambridge Medieval History, ed. Timothy
Reuter (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008), 508.

10. ^ Craughwell, Saints Behaving Badly: The Cutthroats, Crooks, Trollops, Con Men, and Devil-Worshippers Who
Became Saints, 84.

11.  ̂a b Talbot, Alice-Mary; Sullivan, Dennis F., eds. (2005), The History of Leo the Deacon: Byzantine Military

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korosten
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Grand_Knyaginya_Olga&action=edit&redlink=1
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D0%B2%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%8F_%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F_%D0%BA%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%8F_%D0%9E%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B3%D0%B0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Roerich
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olga_of_Kiev&action=edit&section=16
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pskov_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Princess_Olga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olga_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olga,_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianization_of_Kievan_Rus%27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Perfect_Absolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gorod_(band)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olga_of_Kiev&action=edit&section=17
https://ruvera.ru/svyataya_knyaginya_olga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molodaya_Gvardiya_(publisher)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-5-235-03213-2


11.  ̂a b Talbot, Alice-Mary; Sullivan, Dennis F., eds. (2005), The History of Leo the Deacon: Byzantine Military
Expansion in the Tenth Century , Washington: Dumbarton Oaks, pp. 156, 157 (esp. note 99), ISBN 978-0-88402-
324-1

12. ^ Clements 2012, p. 7.
13. ^ Repin, Taras. "Что на самом деле означали знаки Рюриковичей"  [What did the Rurikids' symbols really

mean?]. cyrillitsa.ru (in Russian). Retrieved 24 May 2020. "Князья до Владимира (Игорь, Святослав, Ярополк),
как утверждает археолог Сергей Белецкий, пользовались двузубцами"

14.  ̂a b c d e f g h Cross, Samuel Hazzard, Olgerd P. Sherbowitz-Wetzor, and Nestor. The Russian Primary Chronicle:
Laurentian Text. Mediaeval Academy of America No. 60. Cambridge, Mass.: Mediaeval Academy of America, 1953.
79-80 (line 6453).

15.  ̂a b c d Primary Chronicle 80-1 (line 6454).
16. ^ Thomas J. Craughwell, Saints Behaving Badly: The Cutthroats, Crooks, Trollops, Con Men, and Devil-

Worshippers Who Became Saints, 86.
17. ^ Jonathan Shepard, "The Origins of Rus' (c.900–1015)," ed. Maureen Perrie (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2006), 58.
18. ^ Francis Butler, "Ol'Ga's Conversion and the Construction of Chronicle Narrative," The Russian Review 67, no. 2

(April 2008): 240.
19. ^ Francis Butler, "Ol'Ga's Conversion and the Construction of Chronicle Narrative," 234.
20. ^ Omeljan Pritsak, "When and Where Was Ol'ga Baptized?" Harvard Ukrainian Studies 9, no. 1/2 (June 1985): 5-

24.
21. ^ "Olga (c. 890–969)," Women in World History: A Biographical Encyclopedia, 2002,

https://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/olga-c-890-969.
22.  ̂a b Addison Nugent, "Meet the Murderous Viking Princess Who Brought the Faith to Eastern Europe."
23. ^ Craughwell, Saints Behaving Badly: The Cutthroats, Crooks, Trollops, Con Men, and Devil-Worshippers Who

Became Saints, 88.
24. ^ Akunin, Boris (2018). История Российского государства. Книга 1. От истоков до монгольского

нашествия. Часть Европы  [History of the Russian state. Book 1. From the origins to the Mongol invasion.
Part of Europe] (in Russian). AST. ISBN 9785457497665. Retrieved 8 June 2020. "Russian: Неудача византийской
поездки Ольги должна была нанести сильный удар по её партии..., romanized: Neudacha vizantiyskoy poyezdki
Ol'gi dolzhna byla nanesti sil'nyy udar po yeyo partii"

25. ^ "Испытание верой: мифы о крещении Руси"  [Test by faith: myths about the baptism of Rus] (in Russian).
TASS. 26 July 2019. Retrieved 8 June 2020.

26. ^ Ciaran Conliffe, "Saint Olga, Queen of Kiev," HeadStuff, May 10, 2016, ,
https://www.headstuff.org/culture/history/saint-olga-queen-of-kiev/.

27.  ̂a b Primary Chronicle 86.
28.  ̂a b c "Olga (c. 890–969)," Women in World History: A Biographical Encyclopedia, 2002,

https://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/olga-c-890-969.
29. ^ Michael S. Flier, "St Olga," in The Oxford Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. Robert E. Bjork (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2010).
30. ^ The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, "St. Olga," Encyclopædia Britannica, January 01, 2019,

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Olga.
31. ^ "Notable Lutheran Saints" . Resurrectionpeople.org.
32.  ̂a b "РИМСКО-КАТОЛИЧЕСКИЙ ПРИХОД СВЯТОЙ ОЛЬГИ"  [St. Olga Roman Catholic Parish]. Retrieved

September 15, 2019. "founded in 1991"
33. ^ "От Ольги до Ольги"  [From Olga to Olga] (in Russian). Kommersant. 24 July 2003. Retrieved 8 June 2020.
34. ^ "The monument to Saint Olga Equal of the Apostles" . pskovgorod.ru. Gorod Pskov. Retrieved 2 August 2020.
35. ^ "Псковский аэропорт назовут в честь княгини Ольги"  [Pskov airport to be renamed after Princess Olga] (in

Russian). Moskovsky Komsomolets. 4 December 2018. Retrieved 8 June 2020.
36. ^ "История храма"  [Cathedral History]. hram-olgi.ru (in Russian). Retrieved 8 June 2020. "20 September 2014"
37. ^ "История"  [History]. hram-olgi.moseparh.ru (in Russian). Retrieved 8 June 2020.
38. ^ "Historic Sites of Manitoba: Sts. Vladimir and Olga Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and Parish Hall (115 McGregor

Street, Winnipeg)" . www.mhs.mb.ca. Retrieved 2019-05-01.
39. ^ "Historic Sites of Manitoba: Sts. Vladimir and Olga Ukrainian Catholic Church (Valley River, RM of Dauphin)" .

www.mhs.mb.ca. Retrieved 2019-05-01.
40. ^ Natasha Sheldon, "Saint Olga of Kiev Is the Best Warrior Princess You Never Knew," HistoryCollection.co,

February 12, 2018, https://historycollection.co/saint-olga-kiev-best-warrior-princess-never-knew/.
41. ^ Medinsky, Vladimir (2011). Особенности национального пиара  [Peculiarities of the national PR] (in Russian).

OLMA Media Group. p. 85-86. ISBN 9785373040495.
42. ^ Akunin, Boris (2018). История Российского государства. Книга 1. От истоков до монгольского

нашествия. Часть Европы  [History of the Russian state. Book 1. From the origins to the Mongol invasion.
Part of Europe] (in Russian). AST. ISBN 9785457497665. Retrieved 8 June 2020. "Russian: Ольга закрепила за
собой ловища (охотничьи угодья) и становища (места стоянок)..., romanized: Ol'ga zakrepila za soboy lovishcha
(okhotnich'i ugod'ya) i stanovishcha (mesta stoyanok)"

https://books.google.com/books?id=RCDsV41k8A0C
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-88402-324-1
https://cyrillitsa.ru/history/124285-chto-na-samom-dele-oznachali-znaki-ryurik.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_Akunin
https://books.google.com/books?id=hN0YAgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AST_(publisher)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9785457497665
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization_of_Russian
https://tass.ru/opinions/4443603
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TASS
http://www.resurrectionpeople.org/saints.html
http://svyat-olga-lyublino.ru/ourchurch
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/398756
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kommersant
http://www.pskovgorod.ru/cats.html?id=3416&do=print
https://www.mk-pskov.ru/politics/2018/12/04/pskovskiy-aeroport-nazovut-v-chest-knyagini-olgi.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moskovsky_Komsomolets
http://hram-olgi.ru/about/history/
http://hram-olgi.moseparh.ru/1569-2/
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/stsvladimirolgacathedral.shtml
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/sites/valleyriverukrainiancatholic.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Medinsky
https://books.google.com/books?id=QjmkqHgz6HEC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9785373040495
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boris_Akunin
https://books.google.com/books?id=hN0YAgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AST_(publisher)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9785457497665
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization_of_Russian










Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Olga of Kiev.

Sources [edit]

Vernadsky, George (1948). Kievan Russia. Yale University Press.

External links [edit]

Olga of Kiev - OrthodoxWiki

Preceded by
Igor of Kiev

Princess of Kiev
as Regent

Succeeded by
Sviatoslav the Brave

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olga_of_Kiev&action=edit&section=18
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Olga_of_Kiev&action=edit&section=19
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Olga_of_Kiev
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Olga_of_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Igor_of_Kiev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rulers_of_Kievan_Rus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sviatoslav_I_of_Kiev


v · t · e

945–960s
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Virgin Mary Mother of God (Theotokos) · Immaculate Conception · Perpetual virginity · Assumption · Marian apparition ·
Titles of Mary · Joseph (husband)

Apostles Andrew · Barnabas · Bartholomew · James of Alphaeus · James the Great · John · Jude · Matthew · Matthias
· Paul · Peter · Philip · Simon · Thomas

Archangels Gabriel · Michael · Raphael

Confessors

Anatolius · Athanasius the Confessor · Chariton the Confessor · Dominic · Edward the Confessor ·
Francis of Assisi · Francis Borgia · Louis Bertrand · Maximus the Confessor · Michael of Synnada ·
Paphnutius the Confessor · Paul I of Constantinople · Peter Claver · Salonius · Seraphim of Sarov ·
Theophanes the Confessor

Disciples Apollos · Mary Magdalene · Priscilla and Aquila · Silvanus · Stephen · Timothy · Titus · Seventy disciples

Doctors

Gregory the Great · Ambrose · Augustine of Hippo · Jerome · John Chrysostom · Basil of Caesarea ·
Gregory of Nazianzus · Athanasius of Alexandria · Cyril of Alexandria · Cyril of Jerusalem · John of Damascus
· Bede the Venerable · Ephrem the Syrian · Thomas Aquinas · Bonaventure · Anselm of Canterbury ·
Isidore of Seville · Peter Chrysologus · Leo the Great · Peter Damian · Bernard of Clairvaux · Hilary of Poitiers
· Alphonsus Liguori · Francis de Sales · Peter Canisius · John of the Cross · Robert Bellarmine ·
Albertus Magnus · Anthony of Padua · Lawrence of Brindisi · Teresa of Ávila · Catherine of Siena ·
Thérèse of Lisieux · John of Ávila · Hildegard of Bingen · Gregory of Narek

Evangelists Matthew · Mark · Luke · John

Church
Fathers

Alexander of Alexandria · Alexander of Jerusalem · Ambrose of Milan · Anatolius · Athanasius of Alexandria ·
Augustine of Hippo · Caesarius of Arles · Caius · Cappadocian Fathers · Clement of Alexandria ·
Clement of Rome · Cyprian of Carthage · Cyril of Alexandria · Cyril of Jerusalem · Damasus I · Desert Fathers
· Desert Mothers · Dionysius of Alexandria · Dionysius of Corinth · Dionysius · Ephrem the Syrian ·
Epiphanius of Salamis · Fulgentius of Ruspe · Gregory the Great · Gregory of Nazianzus · Gregory of Nyssa ·
Hilary of Poitiers · Hippolytus of Rome · Ignatius of Antioch · Irenaeus of Lyons · Isidore of Seville ·
Jerome of Stridonium · John Chrysostom · John of Damascus · Maximus the Confessor · Melito of Sardis ·
Quadratus of Athens · Papias of Hierapolis · Peter Chrysologus · Polycarp of Smyrna · Theophilus of Antioch ·
Victorinus of Pettau · Vincent of Lérins · Zephyrinus

Martyrs

Canadian Martyrs · Carthusian Martyrs · Child Martyrs of Tlaxcala · Dismas the Good Thief ·
Forty Martyrs of England and Wales · Four Crowned Martyrs · Gerard of Csanád · Great Martyr ·
The Holy Innocents · Irish Martyrs · Joan of Arc · John Fisher · Korean Martyrs · Lorenzo Ruiz · Lübeck martyrs
· Luigi Versiglia · Martyrology · Martyrs of Albania · Martyrs of China · Martyrs of Japan · Martyrs of Laos ·
Martyrs of Natal · Martyrs of Otranto · Martyrs of the Spanish Civil War · Maximilian Kolbe · Óscar Romero ·
Pedro Calungsod · Perpetua and Felicity · Peter Chanel · Pietro Parenzo · Philomena ·
Saints of the Cristero War · Stephen · Teresa Benedicta of the Cross · Thomas Becket · Thomas More ·
Three Martyrs of Chimbote · Uganda Martyrs · Vietnamese Martyrs · Valentine of Rome · Victor and Corona

Missionaries Augustine of Canterbury · Boniface · Damien of Molokai · Francis Xavier · François de Laval ·
Gregory the Illuminator · Junípero Serra · Nico of Georgia · Patrick of Ireland · Remigius

Patriarchs Adam · Abel · Abraham · Isaac · Jacob · Joseph · Joseph (father of Jesus) · David · Noah · Solomon ·
Matriarchs

Popes

Adeodatus I · Adeodatus II · Adrian III · Agapetus I · Agatho · Alexander I · Anacletus · Anastasius I · Anicetus ·
Anterus · Benedict II · Boniface I · Boniface IV · Caius · Callixtus I · Celestine I · Celestine V · Clement I ·
Cornelius · Damasus I · Dionysius · Eleuterus · Eugene I · Eusebius · Eutychian · Evaristus · Fabian · Felix I ·
Felix III · Felix IV · Gelasius I · Gregory I · Gregory II · Gregory III · Gregory VII · Hilarius · Hormisdas · Hyginus ·
Innocent I · John I · John XXIII · John Paul II · Julius I · Leo I · Leo II · Leo III · Leo IV · Leo IX · Linus · Lucius I ·
Marcellinus · Marcellus I · Mark · Martin I · Miltiades · Nicholas I · Paschal I · Paul I · Paul VI · Peter · Pius I ·
Pius V · Pius X · Pontian · Sergius I · Silverius · Simplicius · Siricius · Sixtus I · Sixtus II · Sixtus III · Soter ·
Stephen I · Stephen IV · Sylvester I · Symmachus · Telesphorus · Urban I · Victor I · Vitalian · Zachary ·
Zephyrinus · Zosimus

Prophets

Agabus · Amos · Anna · Baruch ben Neriah · David · Dalua · Elijah · Ezekiel · Habakkuk · Haggai · Hosea ·
Isaiah · Jeremiah · Job · Joel · John the Baptist · Jonah · Judas Barsabbas · Malachi · Melchizedek · Micah ·
Moses · Nahum · Obadiah · Samuel · Seven Maccabees and their mother · Simeon · Zechariah (prophet) ·
Zechariah (NT) · Zephaniah

Virgins

Agatha of Sicily · Agnes of Rome · Angela of the Cross · Æthelthryth · Bernadette Soubirous · Brigid of Kildare
· Catherine Labouré · Catherine of Siena · Cecilia · Clare of Assisi · Eulalia of Mérida · Euphemia ·
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Saint Oliva
Martyr

Died 138

Venerated in Greek Orthodox Church Roman
Catholic Church

Canonized Pre-congregation

Major shrine Saint Afra's Church, Brescia, Italy

Feast 5 March

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Oliva (or Olivia) (†138) was martyred under Hadrian; her
relics are venerated at Saint Afra's Church, Brescia. Her feast day
is 5 March.

External links [edit]

Icon of St Olivia
Oliva at Patron Saints Index
5 March saints  at SaintPatrickDC.org

This article about an Italian saint is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.
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Oliver Plunkett

Saint Oliver Plunkett

Martyr, Archbishop and Primate of All Ireland
Born 1 November 1625

Loughcrew, County Meath,
Ireland

Died 1 July 1681 (aged 55)
Tyburn, London, England

Venerated in Catholic Church

Beatified 23 May 1920, Rome by Pope
Benedict XV

Canonized 12 October 1975, Rome by Pope
Paul VI

Major shrine St. Peter's Catholic Church,
Drogheda, Ireland

Feast 1 July

Patronage Peace and Reconciliation in
Ireland

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the archbishop. For the judge, see Oliver Plunkett (judge).

Oliver Plunkett (or Oliver Plunket) (Irish: Oilibhéar Pluincéid),
(1 November 1625 – 1 July 1681) was the Catholic Archbishop of
Armagh and Primate of All Ireland who was the last victim of the
Popish Plot. He was beatified in 1920 and canonised in 1975, thus
becoming the first new Irish saint for almost seven hundred
years.[1]
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Biography [edit]

Oliver Plunkett was born on 1 November 1625 (earlier biographers
gave his date of birth as 1 November 1629, but 1625 has been the
consensus since the 1930s)[2] in Loughcrew, County Meath,
Ireland, to well-to-do parents with Hiberno-Norman ancestors. A
grandson of James Plunket, 8th Baron Killeen (died 1595), he was
related by birth to a number of landed families, such as the
recently ennobled Earls of Roscommon, as well as the long-
established Earls of Fingall, Lords Louth, and Lords Dunsany.[3] Until his sixteenth year, the boy's education
was entrusted to his cousin Patrick Plunkett, Abbot of St Mary's, Dublin and brother of Luke Plunkett, the first
Earl of Fingall, who later became successively Bishop of Ardagh and of Meath. As an aspirant to the priesthood
he set out for Rome in 1647, under the care of Father Pierfrancesco Scarampi of the Roman Oratory. At this
time the Irish Confederate Wars were raging in Ireland; these were essentially conflicts between native Irish
Catholics, English and Irish Anglicans and Protestants. Scarampi was the Papal envoy to the Catholic
movement known as the Confederation of Ireland. Many of Plunkett's relatives were involved in this
organisation.

He was admitted to the Irish College in Rome and proved to be an able pupil.[3] He was ordained a priest in
1654, and deputed by the Irish bishops to act as their representative in Rome. Meanwhile, the Cromwellian
conquest of Ireland (1649–53) had defeated the Catholic cause in Ireland; in the aftermath the public practice
of Catholicism was banned and Catholic clergy were executed. As a result, it was impossible for Plunkett to
return to Ireland for many years. He petitioned to remain in Rome and, in 1657, became a professor of
theology.[3] Throughout the period of the Commonwealth and the first years of Charles II's reign, he successfully
pleaded the cause of the Irish Catholic Church, and also served as theological professor at the College of
Propaganda Fide. At the Congregation of Propaganda Fide on 9 July 1669 he was appointed Archbishop of
Armagh,[3] the Irish primatial see, and was consecrated on 30 November at Ghent by the Bishop of Ghent,
Eugeen-Albert, count d'Allamont. He eventually set foot on Irish soil again on 7 March 1670, as the English
Restoration of 1660 had begun on a basis of toleration. The pallium was granted him in the Consistory of 28
July 1670.

After arriving back in Ireland, he tackled drunkenness among the clergy, writing: "Let us remove this defect from
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Portrait of Oliver Plunkett

Titus Oates, perpetrator of the
"Popish Plot"

Westminster Hall, where
Plunkett was tried

an Irish priest, and he will be a saint". The Penal Laws had been relaxed in line
with the Declaration of Breda in 1660[4] and he was able to establish a Jesuit
College in Drogheda in 1670. A year later 150 students attended the college,
no fewer than 40 of whom were Protestant, making this college the first
integrated school in Ireland. His ministry was a successful one and he is said to
have confirmed 48,000 Catholics over a 4-year period. The government in
Dublin, especially under the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the Duke of Ormonde
(the Protestant son of Catholic parents) extended a generous measure of
toleration to the Catholic hierarchy until the mid-1670s.

Popish Plot [edit]

Main article: Popish Plot

On the enactment of the Test Act in 1673,
to which Plunkett would not agree for
doctrinal reasons, the college was closed
and demolished. Plunkett went into hiding,

travelling only in disguise, and refused a government edict to register at a
seaport to await passage into exile. For the next few years he was largely
left in peace since the Dublin government, except when put under pressure
from the English government in London, preferred to leave the Catholic
bishops alone.

In 1678 the so-called Popish Plot, concocted in England by clergyman Titus
Oates, led to further anti-Catholic action. Archbishop Peter Talbot of Dublin
was arrested, and Plunkett again went into hiding. The Privy Council of
England, in Westminster, was told that Plunkett had plotted a French
invasion. The moving spirit behind the campaign is said to have been
Arthur Capell, the first Earl of Essex, who had been Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland in 1672-77 and hoped to resume the office by discrediting the Duke of Ormonde. However Essex was
not normally a ruthless or unprincipled man, and his later plea for mercy suggests that he had never intended
that Plunkett should actually die.[5]

Trial [edit]

Despite being on the run and with a price on his head, Plunkett refused to leave his flock. At some point before
his final incarceration, he took refuge in a church that once stood in the townland of Killartry, in the parish of
Clogherhead in County Louth, seven miles outside Drogheda. He was arrested in Dublin in December 1679 and
imprisoned in Dublin Castle, where he gave absolution to the dying Talbot. Plunkett was tried at Dundalk for
conspiring against the state by allegedly plotting to bring 20,000 French soldiers into the country, and for
levying a tax on his clergy to support 70,000 men for rebellion. Though this was unproven, some in government
circles were worried about the possibility that a repetition of the Irish rebellion of 1641 was being planned and in
any case this was a convenient excuse for proceeding against Plunkett. The Duke of Ormonde, aware that Lord
Essex was using the crisis to undermine him, did not defend Plunkett in public. In private however he made clear
his belief in Plunkett's innocence and his contempt for the informers against him: "silly drunken vagabonds...
whom no schoolboy would trust to rob an orchard".[6]

Plunkett did not object to facing an all-Protestant jury, but the trial soon
collapsed as the prosecution witnesses were themselves wanted men and
afraid to turn up in court. Lord Shaftesbury knew Plunkett would never be
convicted in Ireland, irrespective of the jury's composition, and so had
Plunkett moved to Newgate Prison in London in order to face trial at
Westminster Hall. The first grand jury found no true bill, but he was not
released. The second trial has generally been regarded as a serious
miscarriage of justice; Plunkett was denied defending counsel (although
Hugh Reily acted as his legal advisor) and time to assemble his defence
witnesses, and he was also frustrated in his attempts to obtain the criminal
records of those who were to give evidence against him. His servant James
McKenna, and a relative, John Plunkett, had travelled back to Ireland and
failed within the time available to bring back witnesses and evidence for the
defence. During the trial, Archbishop Plunkett had disputed the right of the
court to try him in England and he also drew attention to the criminal past
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Map of Tyburn gallows and
immediate surroundings

St Oliver Plunkett's head

of the witnesses, but to no avail. Lord Chief Justice Sir Francis Pemberton
addressing these complaints said to Plunkett: "Look you, Mr. Plunket, it is in vain for you to talk and make this
discourse here now..."[7] and later on again: "Look you, Mr. Plunket, don't mis-spend your own time; for the
more you trifle in these things, the less time you will have for your defence".[8]

The Scottish clergyman and future Bishop of Salisbury, Gilbert Burnet, an eyewitness to the Plot trials, had no
doubt of the innocence of Plunkett, whom he praised as a wise and sober man who wished only to live
peacefully and tend to his congregation.[9] Writing in the 19th century, Lord Campbell said of the judge,
Pemberton, that the trial was a disgrace to himself and his country. More recently the High Court judge Sir
James Comyn called it a grave mistake: while Plunkett, by virtue of his office, was clearly guilty of "promoting the
Catholic faith", and may possibly have had some dealings with the French, there was never the slightest
evidence that he had conspired against the King's life.[10]

Execution [edit]

Archbishop Plunkett was found guilty of high treason in June 1681 "for
promoting the Roman faith", and was condemned to death.[6] In passing
judgement, the Chief Justice said: "You have done as much as you could to
dishonour God in this case; for the bottom of your treason was your setting
up your false religion, than which there is not any thing more displeasing to
God, or more pernicious to mankind in the world".[11] The jury returned
within fifteen minutes with a guilty verdict and Archbishop Plunkett replied:
"Deo Gratias" (Latin for "Thanks be to God").

Numerous pleas for mercy were made but Charles II, although himself a
reputed crypto-Catholic,[12] thought it too politically dangerous to spare
Plunkett.[13] The French ambassador to England, Paul Barillon, conveyed a
plea for mercy from his king, Louis XIV. Charles told him frankly that he
knew Plunkett to be innocent, but that the time was not right to take so bold a step as to pardon him.[13] Lord
Essex, apparently realising too late that his intrigues had led to the condemnation of an innocent man, made a
similar plea for mercy. The King, normally the most self-controlled of men, turned on Essex in fury, saying: "his
blood be on your head – you could have saved him but would not, I would save him and dare not".[13]

Plunkett was hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn on 1 July 1681 (11 July NS), aged 55, the last Catholic
martyr to die in England.[13] His body was initially buried in two tin boxes, next to five Jesuits who had died
previously, in the courtyard of St Giles in the Fields church. The remains were exhumed in 1683 and moved to
the Benedictine monastery at Lamspringe, near Hildesheim in Germany. The head was brought to Rome, and
from there to Armagh, and eventually to Drogheda where since 29 June 1921 it has rested in Saint Peter's
Church. Most of the body was brought to Downside Abbey, England, where the major part is located today, with
some parts remaining at Lamspringe.

Legacy [edit]

Oliver Plunkett was beatified in 1920 and canonized in 1975, the
first new Irish saint for almost seven hundred years,[1] and the first
of the Irish martyrs to be beatified. For the canonisation, the
customary second miracle was waived. He has since been followed
by 17 other Irish martyrs who were beatified by Pope John Paul II in
1992. Among them were Archbishop Dermot O'Hurley, Margaret
Ball, and the Wexford Martyrs.

As a spectacle alone, a rally and Mass for St Oliver Plunkett on
London's Clapham Common was a remarkable triumph. The
Common was virtually taken over for a celebration of the 300th
anniversary of Plunkett's martyrdom. Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich,
twenty enrobed bishops and a number of abbots mounted a stage
beneath a scaffolding shelter on 1 July 1981. Ó Fiaich had flown
there in a helicopter with Plunkett’s head. The occasion attracted
thousands of pilgrims to the park.

In 1997 Plunkett was made a patron saint for peace and
reconciliation in Ireland, adopted by the prayer group campaigning
for peace in Ireland, "St. Oliver Plunkett for Peace and
Reconciliation".
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The shrine of St Oliver Plunkett,
in St Peter's, Drogheda

Dedications to Oliver Plunkett [edit]
This list is incomplete; you can help by expanding it.

Religious and church sites:

St. Oliver Plunkett Church, Diocese of Down and Connor, County
Antrim
St. Peter's Catholic Church, Drogheda, County Louth
Church of St. Oliver Plunkett, Blackrock, County Louth
St. Oliver Plunkett's Church, Kilcloon, County Meath
St. Oliver Plunkett Church, Renmore, County Galway
Shrine at Loughcrew, County Meath
Downside Abbey, Somerset
St. Oliver Plunkett Catholic Church, Snellville, Georgia
St. Oliver Plunkett Parish (Consolidated), Fredericktown, Pennsylvania
St. Oliver's Cemetery, Cork City, County Cork
St. Oliver Plunkett's Parish, Cannon Hill, Queensland Australia
St. Oliver Plunkett's Parish, Harris Park, New South Wales, Australia
St. Oliver Plunkett's Parish, Pascoe Vale, Victoria, Australia
The Church of Our Lady St Mary of Glastonbury, Somerset, England, contains relics from Oliver Plunkett in
all of its reliquaries.[14]

Schools:

St. Oliver Plunkett's Post Primary School, Oldcastle, County Meath
St. Oliver Plunkett's National School, Balrothery, County Dublin
St. Oliver Plunkett Primary School, Beragh, County Tyrone
St. Oliver Plunket National School, Blackrock, County Louth
St. Oliver Plunket National School, Newcastle, Athenry
St. Oliver Plunkett School, Belfast, County Antrim
St. Oliver Plunkett's Primary School, Forkhill, County Armagh
St. Oliver Plunkett's Primary School, Kilmore, County Armagh
St. Oliver Plunkett School, Malahide, County Dublin
Blessed Oliver Plunkett Boys' National School, Moate, County Westmeath
St. Oliver Plunkett National School, Navan, County Meath
St. Oliver Plunkett's Primary School, Newtownhamilton, County Armagh
Downside School, Somerset
Oliver Plunkett's Primary School, Strathfoyle, County Londonderry
Mayfield College, Sussex
St. Oliver's Primary School, Harris Park, New South Wales, Australia
St. Oliver Plunkett Primary School, Cannon Hill, Queensland, Australia
St. Oliver Plunkett Primary School, Pascoe Vale, Victoria, Australia
St. Oliver Plunkett NS, Monkstown, Co. Dublin

Sports:

St. Oliver Plunkett Park, Crossmaglen, County Armagh
St. Oliver Plunkett Park, Emyvale, Co. Monaghan
Oliver Plunketts GAA, Drogheda, County Louth.
Oliver Plunketts GAA, Ahiohill, County Cork
St Oliver Plunketts/Eoghan Ruadh GAA, Dublin, County Dublin
Greenlough GAC, Clady, County Londonderry
Oliver Plunkett Cup of the Cavan Senior Football Championship
St Oliver Plunkett FC, Lenadoon, West Belfast, County Antrim

Other:

Oliver Plunkett Street, Cork City, County Cork
St. Oliver Plunkett Road, Letterkenny, County Donegal
St Oliver Plunkett Rd. Ballymore Eustace. Co.Kildare
St. Oliver Plunkett's Bridge, County Offaly
Oliver Plunkett Street, Mullingar, County Westmeath
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St. Oliver Plunkett's GAA, Drogheda, Co. Louth
Oliver Plunkett Road, Monkstown, County Dublin
Oliver Plunkett Avenue, Monkstown, County Dublin
St Oliver's GAA, Waterford

An Aer Lingus plane is named for him

. Plunkett avenue , Mervue, Galway city.

In popular culture [edit]

In Harold Pinter's The Birthday Party, McCann asks Stanley "What about the blessed Oliver Plunkett?"
In J. P. Donleavy's The Ginger Man, Sebastian Dangerfield repeatedly calls on the name of "the Blessed
Oliver" and, towards the end of the book, receives a wooden carving of the saint's head.
In David Caffrey's 2001 film On the Nose, Nana, played by Francis Burke refers to an aborigine's head in a
large specimen jar as "Oliver Plunkett".
In Colin Bateman's 2004 novel, Bring Me the Head of Oliver Plunkett, the head of Oliver Plunkett is stolen
from St. Peter's Church.

Timeline [edit]

4 March 1651 – tonsure & minor orders
20 December 1653 – ordained as subdeacon
26 December 1653 – ordained as deacon
1 January 1654 – ordained as priest in Rome
November 1657 – appointed Professor of Theology at Propaganda college, Rome
1 December 1669 – consecrated as archbishop
7 March 1670 – landed at Ringsend, Dublin, ending 23 years of self-imposed exile abroad
6 December 1679 – arrested
23 July 1680 – trial
24 October 1680 – transfer from Ireland to London
8 June 1681 – trial
15 June 1681 – sentenced to death
1 July 1681 (OS) = 11 July 1681 (NS) – hanged, drawn, quartered (the punishment for treason against the
state), beheaded
9 December 1886 declared venerable
17 March 1918 – declaration of martyrdom
Pentecost Sunday, 23 May 1920  – beatified
12 October 1975 – canonized
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Oliver of Ancona

v · t · e

Monte Conero near Ancona

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article includes a list of references, related reading or external links,
but its sources remain unclear because it lacks inline citations.
Please help to improve this article by introducing more precise citations.
(November 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

Saint Oliver of Ancona - also known as Oliver of Portonuovo,
Oliverius or Liberius - († ca. 1050), is a saint of the catholic and
orthodox Christian churches. His day is 3 February.

He was a Benedictine monk from Santa Maria di Portonuovo, a
community at the foot of Monte Conero, south of Ancona on the Italian
Adriatic coast.

It is thought that he came from Armenia, or that he originally was a
Camaldolese monk from Dalmatia. Else, basically nothing is known
about St Oliver of Ancona.

Another saint with the name Oliver is Oliver Plunkett, an Irish monk of
the 17th century.
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External links [edit]

Page with photo of the church Santa Maria di Portonuovo  (from the era of St. Oliver)

Saints of the Catholic Church
Stages of canonization: Servant of God   →   Venerable   →   Blessed   →   Saint

Virgin Mary Mother of God (Theotokos) · Immaculate Conception · Perpetual virginity · Assumption · Marian apparition ·
Titles of Mary · Joseph (husband)

Apostles Andrew · Barnabas · Bartholomew · James of Alphaeus · James the Great · John · Jude · Matthew · Matthias
· Paul · Peter · Philip · Simon · Thomas

Archangels Gabriel · Michael · Raphael

Confessors

Anatolius · Athanasius the Confessor · Chariton the Confessor · Dominic · Edward the Confessor ·
Francis of Assisi · Francis Borgia · Louis Bertrand · Maximus the Confessor · Michael of Synnada ·
Paphnutius the Confessor · Paul I of Constantinople · Peter Claver · Salonius · Seraphim of Sarov ·
Theophanes the Confessor

Disciples Apollos · Mary Magdalene · Priscilla and Aquila · Silvanus · Stephen · Timothy · Titus · Seventy disciples

Doctors

Gregory the Great · Ambrose · Augustine of Hippo · Jerome · John Chrysostom · Basil of Caesarea ·
Gregory of Nazianzus · Athanasius of Alexandria · Cyril of Alexandria · Cyril of Jerusalem ·
John of Damascus · Bede the Venerable · Ephrem the Syrian · Thomas Aquinas · Bonaventure ·
Anselm of Canterbury · Isidore of Seville · Peter Chrysologus · Leo the Great · Peter Damian ·
Bernard of Clairvaux · Hilary of Poitiers · Alphonsus Liguori · Francis de Sales · Peter Canisius ·
John of the Cross · Robert Bellarmine · Albertus Magnus · Anthony of Padua · Lawrence of Brindisi ·
Teresa of Ávila · Catherine of Siena · Thérèse of Lisieux · John of Ávila · Hildegard of Bingen ·
Gregory of Narek

Evangelists Matthew · Mark · Luke · John

Church
Fathers

Alexander of Alexandria · Alexander of Jerusalem · Ambrose of Milan · Anatolius · Athanasius of Alexandria ·
Augustine of Hippo · Caesarius of Arles · Caius · Cappadocian Fathers · Clement of Alexandria ·
Clement of Rome · Cyprian of Carthage · Cyril of Alexandria · Cyril of Jerusalem · Damasus I ·
Desert Fathers · Desert Mothers · Dionysius of Alexandria · Dionysius of Corinth · Dionysius ·
Ephrem the Syrian · Epiphanius of Salamis · Fulgentius of Ruspe · Gregory the Great · Gregory of Nazianzus
· Gregory of Nyssa · Hilary of Poitiers · Hippolytus of Rome · Ignatius of Antioch · Irenaeus of Lyons ·
Isidore of Seville · Jerome of Stridonium · John Chrysostom · John of Damascus · Maximus the Confessor ·
Melito of Sardis · Quadratus of Athens · Papias of Hierapolis · Peter Chrysologus · Polycarp of Smyrna ·
Theophilus of Antioch · Victorinus of Pettau · Vincent of Lérins · Zephyrinus
Canadian Martyrs · Carthusian Martyrs · Child Martyrs of Tlaxcala · Dismas the Good Thief ·
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Olof Skötkonung

Olof Skötkonung

Coin minted for King Olof in Sigtuna

King of Sweden
Reign c. 995–1022

Predecessor Erik Segersäll

Successor Anund Jacob

Born c. 980

Died 1022 (aged 41–42)

Spouse Estrid of the Obotrites

Issue by Edla: 
Emund the Old
Astrid, Queen of Norway
by Estrid of the Obotrites: 
Anund Jacob
Ingegerd, Grand Princess of
Kievan Rus'

House Munsö

Father Erik Segersäll

Mother Sigríð Storråda/Świętosława?

Religion Roman Catholic
previously Norse Pagan

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Olof Skötkonung (c. 980–1022) was King of Sweden, son of Eric
the Victorious and, according to Icelandic sources, Sigrid the
Haughty. He succeeded his father in c. 995. He stands at the
threshold of recorded history, since he is the first Swedish ruler
about whom there is substantial knowledge. He is regarded as the
first king known to have ruled both the Swedes and the Geats. In
Sweden, the reign of king Olov Skötkonung (c. 995–1022) is
considered to be the transition from the Viking age to the Middle
Ages, because he was the first Christian king of the Swedes, who
were the last to adopt Christianity in Scandinavia. He is associated
with a growing influence of the church in what is today
southwestern and central Sweden. Norse beliefs persisted in parts
of Sweden until the 12th century, Olof being the last king in
Scandinavia to adopt Christianity. [1]

Olof was victorious alongside Sweyn Forkbeard when the kings
created an alliance to defeat the Norwegian king Olaf Tryggvason
in the Battle of Svolder. After the Battle of Svolder, the victorious
leaders split Norway into areas of control. Heimskringla gives the
most detailed account of the division. Olof received four districts in
Trondheim as well as Møre, Romsdal and Rånrike.[2]
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Etymology [edit]

One of many explanations to the name Skötkonung is that it is derived from the Swedish word "skatt", which can
mean either "taxes" or "treasure". The latter meaning has given the interpretation "tributary king" and one
English scholar speculates about a tributary relationship to the Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard, who was his
stepfather.[3] That explanation, however, is not supported by evidence or historical sources. Another possible
explanation of the name refers to the fact that he was the first Swedish king to stamp coins.[4] An ancient land
ownership ceremony which placed a parcel of earth in someone's lap (Swedish: sköte) was called scotting and
may have been involved in this epithet.[5]

The Old Norse "Óláfr sœnski" means "Olaf the Swedish", an epithet used to distinguish him from the Norwegian
kings Olaf Tryggvasson and Olaf Haraldsson.

Life [edit]

Our knowledge of Olof is mostly based on Snorri Sturluson's and Adam of Bremen's accounts, which have been
subject to criticism from source-critical scholars. The eldest account by the German ecclesiastic chronicler
Adam of Bremen (c. 1075), relates that Sweyn Forkbeard was expelled from his Danish realm by the Swedish
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Olof Skötkonung as imagined by Ansgar
Almquist in the 1920s, statue at Stockholm
City Hall.

King Eric the Victorious in the late 10th century. When Eric died (c. 995), Sweyn returned and regained his
kingdom, marrying Eric's widow. Meanwhile, however, Olof had succeeded his father Eric, gathered an army,
and launched a surprise attack against Sweyn. The Danish king was once again expelled while Olof occupied
his lands. After this, however, the conflict was resolved. Since Sweyn had married Olof's mother he was
reinstated on the Danish throne and the two kings were thereafter allies.[6] Snorri Sturluson (c. 1230) and the
other Icelandic saga writers likewise say that Sweyn married Olof's mother after the death of Eric the Victorious,
however without mentioning any conflict. Also, Snorri describes Sweyn and Olof as equal allies when they
defeated the Norwegian king Olav Tryggvason in the battle of Svolder 1000, and thereafter divided Norway
between themselves (see below).[7] It is commonly believed that Adam's account about Sweyn's defeats at the
hand of Eric and Olof is partial and might have been misinterpreted; the marriage to Olof's mother may in fact
have sealed Sweyn's precedence position.[8]

Viking expedition to Wendland [edit]

According to Snorri, Olof Skötkonung led a Viking expedition to
Wendland early in his reign. He captured Edla, the daughter of a
Wendish chieftain, and kept her as mistress. She gave him the son
Emund (who was to become king of Sweden), and the daughters
Astrid (later wife of Olaf II of Norway) and Holmfrid (married to Sven
Jarl of Norway).[9] He later married Estrid of the Obotrites, and she
bore him the son Anund Jacob and the daughter Ingegerd
Olofsdotter.[10]

Alliance with Sweyn Forkbeard [edit]

While Adam of Bremen praises Olof as a good Christian, Icelandic
authors paint an unfavourable picture of the king who was haughty
and prickly. Olof is said to have preferred royal sports to war, which
may explain the ease with which Sweyn Forkbeard retook the
Danish lands his father Eric had conquered.[11] Olof may also have
lost the right to tribute which his predecessors had preserved in
what is now Estonia and Latvia.

In 1000, he joined forces with Sweyn Forkbeard and with the
Norwegian Jarls Eric and Sven, against the Norwegian King Olaf Tryggvason. The circumstances have been
much debated in modern historical research, but a contemporary poem confirms that Eric Jarl gathered
auxiliaries in Sweden: "The belligent jarl / gathered much manpower / in Svithiod, the chief went / southward to
the battle."[12] Olaf Tryggvason was attacked by the allied fleets in the Battle of Svolder, the location of which is
uncertain. It may have been either in Öresund or Pomerania. Olaf Tryggvason disappeared in the battle and
Norway was appropriated by the allied lords. The bulk of the conquests went to Sweyn Forkbeark while Olof
gained a part of Trøndelag as well as modern Bohuslän. These lands were placed under Sven Jarl, son-in-law
of the king.[13]

Norwegian-Swedish War [edit]

When the Norwegian kingdom was reestablished by Olaf II of Norway (Olaf the Saint) in 1015, a new war
erupted between Norway and Sweden. There is a circumstantial account of this in Snorri Sturluson's work. As
he writes, many men in both Sweden and Norway tried to reconcile the kings. In 1018, Olof's cousin, the earl of
Västergötland, Ragnvald Ulfsson and the Norwegian king's emissaries Björn Stallare and Hjalti Skeggiason had
arrived at the thing of Uppsala in an attempt to sway the Swedish king to accept peace and as a warrant marry
his daughter Ingegerd Olofsdotter to the king of Norway. The Swedish king was greatly angered and threatened
to banish Ragnvald from his kingdom, but Ragnvald was supported by his foster-father Thorgny Lawspeaker.

Thorgny delivered a powerful speech in which he reminded the king of the great Viking expeditions in the East
that predecessors such as Erik Anundsson and Björn had undertaken, without having the hubris not to listen to
their men's advice. Thorgny, himself, had taken part in many successful pillaging expeditions with Olof's father
Eric the Victorious and even Eric had listened to his men. The present king wanted nothing but Norway, which
no Swedish king before him had desired. This displeased the Swedish people, who were eager to follow the king
on new ventures in the East to win back the kingdoms that paid tribute to his ancestors, but it was the wish of
the people that the king make peace with the king of Norway and give him his daughter Ingegerd as queen.

Thorgny finished his speech by saying: "if you do not desire to do so, we shall assault you and kill you and not
brook any more of your warmongering and obstinacy. Our ancestors have done so, who at Mula thing threw five
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kings in a well, kings who were too arrogant as you are against us."[14] Upon hearing this, King Olof complied
with the demands of the peasantry for the time being.

However, far from keeping his promise Olof married his daughter Ingegerd-Irene to Yaroslav I the Wise instead.
When Olaf of Norway heard about the arrangement he was furious and intent on attacking Olof Skötkonung.
However, the Geatish jarl Ragnvald Ulfsson, colluding with Olaf II's skald Sigvat Thordarson, managed to avert
the impending war. Olof's other daughter Astrid stayed with Ragnvald at the time, and it was agreed that she
would take Ingegerd's place. Unbeknownst to Olof, she traveled to Norway and married Olaf II. Olof Skötkonung
was highly upset, but soon ran into trouble at home. Both the Swedes and Geats were displeased with the self-
willed rule of the king. The lawspeaker of Västergötland, Emund, traveled to Gamla Uppsala and spoke to Olof's
councilors, and a settlement was made. Olof agreed to share his power with his son Anund Jacob who was 10
or 12 years at the time. Olof was also forced to accept a settlement with Olaf II of Norway at Kungahälla.[15] The
veracity of Snorri Sturluson's account of Olof Skötkonung, written more than two centuries later, is difficult to
assess; however, he quotes several probably genuine scaldic verses which allude to some of the related
events.

One result of the hostilities between Olof Skötkonung and Olaf of Norway was, according to Snorri Sturluson,
that the people of Jämtland and Hälsingland came under the Swedish rather than Norwegian king. Previously
the Jämtlanders and part of the Hälsinglanders had adhered to Norway since the days of Hakon the Good.[16]

The veracity of this is not known, but the medieval provincial laws of Jämtland show Swedish influences, and
there are indications that Christianity arrived from Central Sweden in the 11th century.[17] Jämtland reverted to
the Norwegian king in 1111, while Hälsingland was henceforth under Sweden.[18]

Diplomacy [edit]

Olof's ally Sweyn Forkbeard occupied England in 1013, but died shortly afterwards, and the Anglo-Saxon ruler
Æthelred the Unready was able to return. According to Adam of Bremen, "the son of the king, Cnut, returned
home with the army and prepared a new war against the English. Olav [II], whom the Norwegians had chosen as
their commander, now separated from the Danish kingdom. Cnut, who felt threatened from two directions, then
entered an alliance with his brother Olof Eriksson who ruled in Sweden, and planned to take power in England,
and then in Norway, with his assistance. Equipped with a thousand large ships, Cnut thus traversed the British
Sea".[19] From Swedish rune stones it also appears that many people joined the Danish Viking expeditions of
the early 11th century. After Cnut the Great became King of England in 1016, he sent the two sons of the
deceased King Edmund Ironside to Olof (who was either Canute's half-brother or stepbrother), supposedly with
instructions to have the children murdered. Instead of having them killed, the two boys were secretly sent either
to Kiev,[20] where Olof's daughter Ingigerd was the Queen, or to Poland, where Canute's uncle Bolesław I
Chrobry was duke.[21]

Christian King [edit]

Included in the Westrogothic law from c. 1240 is the first brief Swedish chronicle, which begins with Olof
Skötkonung. It relates that Olof was baptized in Husaby in Västergötland by the missionary Sigfrid, and made
generous donations on spot.[22] At Husaby parish church, there is a sign commemorating his baptism; nearby is
a well thought to be the same sacred spring where Olof was baptized.

He was the first Swedish king to remain a Christian until his death. However, the circumstances about his
baptism are not clear. A document from 1008 says that a certain bishop, dispatched by Archbishop Bruno of
Querfurt, visited the Suigi tribe and managed to baptize the king, whose queen was already Christian. 1,000
people and seven communities followed his example. The Suigi have sometimes been identified as the Swedes,
though this has been rejected by several other scholars.[23] On the other hand, Olof's coinage (see below)
indicates that he was a Christian already at the time of his accession in c. 995.[24]

According to Adam of Bremen, Olof planned to tear down the Uppsala temple, which was allegedly an important
cult centre.[25] The fact that a large part of the Swedes were still pagan forced him to abandon this aim. The
pagans, weary of his plans, made an agreement with Olof to the effect that he, if he wished to be a Christian,
must exercise his royal authority in a province of his choice. If he founded a church, he was not supposed to
force anyone to convert. Olof was content with this and installed a bishopric in the province of Västergötland,
closer to Denmark and Norway. On the wishes of Olof, the Archbishop of Hamburg-Bremen anointed Thurgot as
the first Bishop in Skara. This Thurgot was successful in disseminating Christianity among the West Geats and
east Geats.[26]

The legend of St. Sigfrid, known since the 13th century, relates that the still pagan Olof called in the English
Archbishop of York, Sigfrid, to teach the new faith in his realm. On his way, Sigfrid and his three nephews came
to Värend in southern Småland where the twelve local tribes endorsed Christianity at a Thing. Sigfrid left his
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nephews to tend matters in Värend and proceeded to Olof's court where the king and his family were baptised.
In the meanwhile a heathen reaction in Värend cost the lives of the nephews, whose heads were sunk in the
Växjö Lake. Hearing about this, Sigfrid returned to Värend where the heads were discovered through a miracle.
King Olof then appeared in Värend with a force, punished the murderers, and forced the locals to yield
properties to the Church. Whether the legend reflects the expansion of Olof's realm to the south is unsure. The
account seems to incorporate various elements in order to legitimise the establishment of the Bishopric of Växjö
in c. 1170.[27] It is nevertheless known from Adam of Bremen that an English missionary called Sigfrid preached
among the Swedes and Geats in the first half of the 11th century.[28]

Coinage and extent of the realm [edit]

When he stamped coins in Sigtuna in the province of Uppland Olof used the word rex for king. OLUF REX as in
the coin displayed above or OLAF REX. The use of Latin seems to suggest that he was already baptised at this
time but on the other hand the coins were imitating English pennies in type and style. Sigtuna is written SITUN,
ZINT (in the coin above), ZTNETEI, or SIDEI. The two last has been deciphered as Si(gtuna) Dei meaning
God's Sigtuna.[29][30] The earliest Olof coins merely depict him as "King in Sigtuna", while the later ones have
"King of the Swedes".

It has been suggested that this change in nomenclature relates to a widening of Olof's base of power around
1000. Sigtuna may be understood as the area in Uppland ruled from the town of this name, while rulership over
the Swedes may indicate a more extensive realm. Contemporary scaldic poetry indicates Olof as the ruler of the
Swedes as well as the Geats (Götar), and the same goes for the account of Adam of Bremen.[31] The exact
nature of the relation between the Swedes and Geats, and the process by which a unified kingdom was created,
has been intensively debated. While the unification has traditionally been thought to depart from the provinces
around lake Mälaren some scholars hold that the Geatic provinces were leading the process, and that the
construction of a Swedish kingdom was a long process that was only concluded in the 13th century.[32]

Óláfsdrápa sænska [edit]

The Icelandic skald Óttarr svarti spent some time at Olof's court and composed the poem Óláfsdrápa sænska
describing Olof's war expeditions in the east. The poem has some interest in it since it gives a view into the
kingship and reign of Olof: "The warrior guards his land, few kings are as mighty as him; Olof pleases the eagle,
the Swedish king is outstanding".[33] Other skalds who served Olof were Gunnlaugr ormstunga, Hrafn
Önundarson and Gizurr svarti.

Death [edit]

Judging from Snorri Sturluson's chronology of events, Olof died a
natural death in the winter of 1021–1022.[34] Adam of Bremen asserts
that he died at approximately the same time as Cnut the Great (1035),
which is certainly too late.[35]

According to an obscure legend he was martyred at Stockholm after
refusing to sacrifice to pagan gods.[36] Since the 1740s, it has been
claimed that he was buried in Husaby in the Christian part of his
kingdom, but such identifications are controversial.[37]

Family [edit]

Olof was the son of Eric the Victorious (Erik Segersäll) and a woman whose identity is debated. According to
Adam of Bremen she was the sister or daughter of Boleslaw I Chrobry of Poland, according to Icelandic sources
she was Sigrid the Haughty (Sigrid Storråda), a daughter of the Viking chief Skoglar Toste. Certain sources say
that Olof had a brother called Emunde.

With his first spouse (a mistress), Edla, daughter of a Slavic chief, he had three children:

Emund the Old, King of Sweden in c. 1050-1060
Astrid, d. after 1035, married to Olaf II of Norway (Olaf the Saint)
Holmfrid (possibly sister of Olof), married to Sven Jarl of Norway

With his second spouse, Queen Estrid of the Obotrites, he had two children:

Anund Jacob, King of Sweden in 1022-c. 1050
Ingegerd, d. 1050, married to Yaroslav I of Kiev
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Olof Skötkonung
House of Munsö

Born: c. 980  Died: 1022

Regnal titles
Preceded by

Erik Segersäll
King of Sweden

c. 995–1022
Succeeded by
Anund Jacob

Monarchs of Sweden

Munsö c. 970–c. 1060 Eric the Victorious · Olof Skötkonung · Anund Jacob ·
Emund the Old

Stenkil c. 1060–c. 1130
1160–1161

Stenkil · Eric and Eric · Halsten · Anund Gårdske · Håkan the Red ·
Halsten / Inge the Elder · Blot-Sweyn · Inge the Elder · Philip /
Inge the Younger · Ragnvald Knaphövde · Magnus I
(House of Estridsen)

Sverker · Eric c. 1130–1250
Sverker I · Eric the Holy · Magnus II (House of Estridsen) ·
Charles VII · Kol / Boleslaw · Canute I · Sverker II · Eric "X" · John I ·
Eric "XI" · Canute II the Tall 1 · Eric "XI"

Bjelbo 1250–1364 Valdemar · Magnus III · Birger · Ingeborg of Norway2 · Magnus IV3 ·
Eric "XII" · Magnus IV / Haakon3

Mecklenburg 1364–1389 Albert

Kalmar Union
Italics indicate

regents
1389–1523

Margaret4 (House of Estridsen) / Eric of Pomerania4

(House of Griffins) · Eric of Pomerania4 (House of Griffins) ·
Charles (VIII) · Eric of Pomerania4 (House of Griffins) ·
Charles (VIII) · Christopher of Bavaria4 (House of Wittelsbach) ·
Bengt Jönsson (Oxenstierna) / Nils Jönsson (Oxenstierna) ·
Charles VIII3 (House of Bonde) · Jöns Bengtsson Oxenstierna /
Erik Axelsson Tott · Christian I4 (House of Oldenburg) ·
Kettil Karlsson (Vasa) · Charles VIII (House of Bonde) ·
Kettil Karlsson (Vasa) · Jöns Bengtsson Oxenstierna ·
Erik Axelsson Tott · Charles VIII (House of Bonde) ·
Sten Sture the Elder · John II4 (House of Oldenburg) ·
Sten Sture the Elder · Svante Nilsson · Eric Trolle ·
Sten Sture the Younger · Christian II4 (House of Oldenburg) ·
Gustav (I)

Vasa 1523–1654 Gustav I · Eric XIV · John III · Sigismund5 · Charles IX ·
Gustav II Adolf · Christina

Palatinate-
Zweibrücken (Wittelsbach)

Hesse-Kassel
1654–1751 Charles X Gustav · Charles XI · Charles XII · Ulrika Eleonora ·

Frederick I

Holstein-Gottorp (Oldenburg) 1751–1818 Adolf Frederick · Gustav III · Gustav IV Adolf · Charles XIII3

Bernadotte since 1818 Charles XIV John3 · Oscar I3 · Charles XV3 · Oscar II3 · Gustaf V ·
Gustaf VI Adolf · Carl XVI Gustaf

 Lineage uncertain ·  Regent ·  Also Norwegian monarch ·  Also Norwegian and Danish monarch ·  Also king of Poland

Authority control GND: 141775521  · ISNI: 0000 0000 8228 297X  · LCCN: n98019063  · SELIBR: 196562  ·
VIAF: 49198178  · WorldCat Identities: lccn-n98019063

Categories: 10th-century births 1022 deaths 10th-century Swedish monarchs
11th-century Swedish monarchs Christian royal saints Converts to Christianity from pagan religions
House of Munsö

1 2 3 4 5
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Olympias the Deaconess

Saint Olympias

Deaconess
Born circa 361–368

Antioch or Constantinople

Died July 25, 408
Nicomedia

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,
Eastern Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Feast December 17, Roman Catholic
July 25, Eastern Orthodox

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Olympias, also known as Saint Olympias and sometimes known
as Olympias the Younger[1] to distinguish her from her aunt of
the same name[2] (Greek: Ὀλυμπιάς, sometime between 361 and
368-July 25, 408) was a Christian Roman noblewoman of Greek
descent.

Olympias was born and raised either in Constantinople or Antioch.
She was the daughter born to the Antiochian Greek noblewoman,
Alexandra and the wealthy Greek Rhetor, Seleucus.[3] Olympias
had a sibling, who was a parent of Olympias and Seleucus.[4]

Olympias was the namesake of her late paternal aunt Olympias
who was once engaged to the Roman emperor Constans[5] who
later married the Roman Client King of Arsacid Armenia Arsaces II
(Arshak II).[6] The paternal grandfather of Olympias was Flavius
Ablabius who had held consular rank in Constantinople,[7] while
her maternal uncle was Calliopius the Rhetor who served as a
grammaticus and assistant-teacher under the Rhetor, historian
Libanius[8] and later served as a Roman official under the Roman
emperors Constantius II and Julian the Apostate.

Olympias is described as the ‘beloved daughter’ born to Seleucus
and Alexandra.[9] At eighteen years of age, Olympias married a
nobleman called Nebridius who served as Prefect of
Constantinople.[10] But after two years of marriage, her husband
died. After refusing many offers of marriage,[11] she dedicated her
life to the church, serving as a deaconess. She would later
become a friend of Saint John Chrysostom.

Her good works included building a hospital, an orphanage and
even looking after Monks who had been led in exile from Nitria. All of this even led to John Chrysostom telling
her that she had done almost too much.[12] Her support for John Chrysostom led her to being exiled in 404,
which resulted her in losing her house and living the rest of her life in exile at Nicomedia, where she would die
on July 25, 408, after a long illness. Olympias is one of the 140 Colonnade saints which adorn Saint Peter's
Square.
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Onesimos Nesib (Oromo: Onesimoos Nasiib; Amharic:  ; c
1856 – 21 June 1931) was a native Oromo scholar who converted to
Lutheran Christianity and translated the Christian Bible into the Oromo
language. His parents named him Hika as a baby, meaning
"Translator"; he took the name "Onesimus", after the Biblical character,
upon converting to Christianity.

Onesimos Nesib is included in the American Lutheran Book of Worship
as a saint, who commemorate his life 21 June. The Mekane Yesus
Church honored him by naming their seminary in Addis Ababa for him.
He is also known to be the pioneer of modern Oromo literature.[1]
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Life [edit]

Born near Hurumu in modern Ethiopia, Onesimos lost his father
when he was four years old. According to an account he later
wrote for the Board of the Swedish Evangelical Mission, he was
kidnapped by slavers in 1869, and passed through the hands of
eight owners until Werner Munzinger freed him at Massawa and
had him educated at the Imkullu Swedish Evangelical Mission in
that port city.[2] There he proved a good student, and eventually
received baptism on Easter Sunday (31 March 1872). He was sent
to the Johannelund missionary seminary in Bromma, Sweden for
five years to receive further education; upon his return to
Massawa, he married Mehret Hailu.

He attempted to immediately return to his native Macha Oromo
people, and to circumvent the travel restrictions Emperor Menelik II
had imposed on foreign missionaries attempted to reach Welega
by way of central Sudan. His party got no closer than Asosa, and
were forced to return to the border town of Famaka, where
Onesimos suffered from a fever. The party was forced back to
Khartoum, which they reached on 10 April 1882 just as the
Mahdist revolt broke out. Onesimos recovered from his illness, and
found his way back to the Imkullu Mission, where while waiting
further instructions he began the first of his many translations into
Oromo. After attempting another unsuccessful mission to reach
Welega in 1886, he began his translation of the entire Bible.

Unfortunately, Onesimos found that he lacked adequate
knowledge of the words and idioms of his native language for he
had not lived with his people since childhood, and he was forced to
seek help. This came from Aster Ganno (1874–1964), a young girl
who had been brought to Imkullu Mission, freed from a slave ship
bound for Yemen by the Italian navy. Although she provided much
of the material for the translation (which was published in 1893),
Aster failed to receive any acknowledgement for her contributions.
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It was not until 1904 that Onesimos at last returned to Welega at a
place called Nedjo, where he was greeted with great honor by its
governor, Dejazmach Gebre Egziabher. Unlike his predecessor,
Onesimos preached to his flock in the Oromo language, which the
local Ethiopian Orthodox priests could not understand, and
incurred their hostility. This, combined with the esteem the local
Oromo had for him, led to the priests alleging that he was
blaspheming the Virgin Mary. He was brought before Abuna
Mattheos in May 1906, who ordered that he be exiled upon the
accusations of the local clergy. However Emperor Menelik
reversed the Abuna's decision, and ruled that Onesimos could
return to Nekemte, but could no longer preach.[3]

While Onesimos limited his public actions in the next few years to
teaching in his school at Nekemte, the threat of exile from his
homeland continued to hang over his head until 1916 when Lij
Iyasu granted him permission to preach his faith. Although Lij Iyasu
was deposed the next year from his position as designated (but
uncrowned) Emperor, his edict was not rescinded, and Onesimos
continued to distribute his translations and preach until his death.
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2. ^ An English translation of Onesimos' letter which contains this
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Onesimus

Onesimus
Bishop of Byzantium

Installed 54

Term ended 68

Personal details
Born China

Denomination Early Christianity

Saint
Onesimus

Painting depicting death of Onesimus, from the
Menologion of Basil II (c. 1000 AD)

Holy Disciple Onesimus
Bishop of Byzantium

Died c. 68 AD or 81-95 AD
Rome (then Roman province)

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church
Lutheranism

Feast February 15 or 16, or November 22
(Gregorian calendar), February 28
(Julian calendar)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the biblical figure. For other uses, see Onesimus (disambiguation).

Onesimus (Greek: Ὀνήσιμος, translit. Onēsimos, meaning
"useful"; died c. 68 AD, according to Catholic tradition),[1] also
called Onesimus of Byzantium and The Holy Apostle
Onesimus in some Eastern Orthodox churches,[who?] was
probably a slave[2] to Philemon of Colossae, a man of Christian
faith. He may also be the same Onesimus named by Ignatius of
Antioch (died c. 107) as bishop in Ephesus[3] which would put
Onesimus's death closer to 95 AD. Regardless, Onesimus went
from slave to brother to Bishop.
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In Scripture [edit]

The name "Onesimus" appears in two New Testament
epistles—in Colossians 4 and in Philemon. In Colossians
4:9[4] a person of this name is identified as a Christian
accompanying Tychicus to visit the Christians in Colossae;
nothing else is stated about him in this context. He may well
be the freed Onesimus from the Epistle to Philemon.

The Epistle to Philemon was written by Paul the Apostle to
Philemon concerning a person believed to be a runaway
slave named Onesimus. The traditional designation of
Onesimus as a slave is doubted by some modern
scholars.[5] Onesimus found his way to the site of Paul's
imprisonment (most probably Rome or Caesarea)[6] to
escape punishment for a theft of which he was accused.[7] After hearing the Gospel from Paul, Onesimus
converted to Christianity. Paul, having earlier converted Philemon to Christianity, sought to reconcile the two by
writing the letter to Philemon which today exists in the New Testament.[8]. The letter reads (in part):

I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten while in my chains, who once was
unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you and to me. I am sending him back. You therefore
receive him, that is, my own heart, whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might
minister to me in my chains for the gospel. But without your consent I wanted to do nothing, that
your good deed might not be by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary. For perhaps he departed for
a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, no longer as a slave but more than a
slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord.

— Paul of Tarsus to Philemon, Epistle to Philemon 1:10–16 (NKJV)

In tradition [edit]

Although it is doubted by authorities such as Joseph Fitzmyer,[9] it may be the case that this Onesimus was the
same one consecrated a bishop by the Apostles and who accepted the episcopal throne in Ephesus[10]
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following Timothy. During the reign of Roman emperor Domitian and the persecution of Trajan, Onesimus was
imprisoned in Rome and may have been martyred by stoning (although some sources claim that he was
beheaded). However, since the reign of Domitian was from 81 AD to 96 AD, then Onesimus' death would have
to fall within these years and not 68 AD as stated above.

In liturgy [edit]

Onesimus is regarded as a saint by many Christian denominations. The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod
commemorates him and Philemon on February 15.[11]

Eastern Churches remember Onesimus on 15 February. The traditional Western commemoration of Onesimus
is on 16 February.[12] But in the 2004 edition of the Roman Martyrology, Onesimus is listed under 15 February.
There, he is described as "[a] runaway slave, whom the apostle Paul received to the faith of Christ while in
prison, regarding him as a son of whom he had become father, as he himself wrote to Philemon, Onesimus's
master".[13]

See also [edit]

The attitude of Paul is one of the arguments in the debate about Christianity and slavery.
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Onesiphorus

Saint Onesiphorus
Died Parium

Venerated in Eastern Orthodox Church
Roman Catholic Church

Feast 6 September (Catholic)
7 September (Orthodox)

Attributes Christian Martyrdom

Sosthenes, Apollos, Cephas,
Tychicus, Epaphroditus, Cæsar, and
Onesiphorus, from the Menologion of
Basil II.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Onesiphorus (meaning "bringing profit" or "useful") was a
Christian referred to in the New Testament letter of Second
Timothy (2 Tim 1:16-18 and 2 Tim 4:19). According to the letter
sent by St. Paul, Onesiphorus sought out Paul who was
imprisoned at the time in Rome.
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Life [edit]

According to Orthodox tradition, Saint Onesiphorus was one of the
seventy disciples chosen and sent by Jesus to preach. They were
chosen some time after the selection of the Twelve Apostles (Luke 10:1-
24).[1] St Onesiphorus was bishop at Colophon (Asia Minor), and later at
Corinth. Both the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches hold that he
died a martyr in the city of Parium (not far from Ephesus) on the shores
of the Hellespont.[2]

2 Timothy [edit]

The persecution of Christians during Nero’s reign made Rome a
dangerous city for Christians. Paul praises Onesiphorus for his
hospitality, kindness, and courage.[3][4] Onesiphorus is contrasted with
the other Christians in Asia who have deserted Paul at this time. In 2 Timothy 1:16-18, Paul sends greeting to
the man’s household in Ephesus and makes reference to the help he showed Paul earlier in Ephesus. Timothy,
who led the Ephesian church is apparently familiar with these acts.[5] Paul's praise of Onesiphorus is significant
because it was written shortly before Paul's death as a final encouragement to Timothy.

But now, at the time of correspondence, only "Luke alone is with (Paul)" (4:11). Because Paul speaks of
Onesiphorus only in the past tense, wishes blessings upon his house (family), and mercy for him "in that day",
some scholars believe that Onesiphorus had at this point died.[5] Towards the end of the same letter, in 2
Timothy 4:19 , Paul sends greetings to "Priscilla and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus", again apparently
distinguishing the situation of Onesiphorus from that of the still living Priscilla and Aquila. Paul's reference to
Onesiphorus, along with 2 Maccabees 12:40-46 , is cited by Catholics as one of the early examples of prayer
for the dead,[6] while some Protestants opposing this practice reject such an interpretation.[7]

He is commemorated on September 6 in Roman Catholic Church,[8] and September 7 in Orthodox Church.[9]

He should not be confused with the Onesiphorus of Ephesus who was martyred with Porphyrius during the
Diocletian persecution, and is commemorated on November 9.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The present disambiguation page holds the title of a primary
topic, and an article needs to be written about it. It is
believed to qualify as a broad-concept article. It may be written
directly at this page or drafted elsewhere and then moved over
here. Related titles should be described in Onouphrios, while
unrelated titles should be moved to Onouphrios
(disambiguation).

Onouphrios is a transliteration of the Greek "Ονούφριος", originally from an Egyptian name, Christian name
borne by Orthodox and Catholic Saints and notable people and may refer to:

Saint Onouphrios of Egypt (Onuphrius), 5th century
Saint (Martyr) Onouphrios (Gr. Οσιομάρτυς or Εθνομάρτυς Ονούφριος), (18th–19th centuries). Born as
Christian in the village of Kabrova in Bulgaria, was converted to Muslim. He repented and became monk in
Athos. He was beheaded by the Turks in 1818 in Chios, where he was preaching. Venerated on 4
January.[1]

Onouphrios Neokastrites, (16th century) Orthodox clergyman in Elbasan (formerly Neokastron) of Albania
and painter. Nothing is known about his life, other than the fact that he was a priest. His origin is unknown,
assumed to be from Berat (Albania), from Argos (Greece)[2] or from Kastoria (Greece).[3] Based in Berat he
painted several portable icons, today many of them in the museum bearing his name in Albania. His works
are also found in Kastoria (Greece) and Prilep (Rep. of Macedonia). He is known in Albania as Onufri.
Onouphrios Cypriotes, (16th and 17th centuries), a painter known from portable icons found in Albania and
a wall-painting in the village Vlachokoratzi of Argyrokastro (Girokaser) in Albania. It is believed that he came
from Cyprus when the island was gradually conquered by the Turks. His earliest dated icon is of 1596. His
works are characterized by western influences due to his origin. He was signing as "Ονούφριος ο Κυπρέος"
(Onouphrios the Cypriot).(Icons Orth. Comm. Alb., pp. 84–87).

References [edit]

1. ^ Encyclopedia "Papyros-Larousse", published in Greece c. 1965 (in Greek language), vol. 10, word "Ονούφριος"
2. ^ Icons from the Orthodox Communities of Albania, catalog of the exhibition of the collection of icons of the

National Museum of Medieval Art of Korce, held in Thessaloniki in 2006. Published by the European Centre of
Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Monuments - Museum of Byzantine Culture (Greece), pp. 20, 58-82

3. ^ *Sisiou Ioannes (2007) The "Ancient of Days" as a separate iconographic concept of the painter Onouphrios in
Kastoria. Recueil des travaux de l' Institut d' etudes byzantines XLIV, 2007, pp. 546, 547. In Greek language with
abstract in Serbian.

External links [edit]

St. Onouphrius
History of Iconography in Albania
Sisiou Ioannes, Icons by Onouphrios the painter in Kastoria (in Greek language with abstract in Serbian),
with photographs of icons and signatures of the painter  I. Sisiou is archaeologist, art historian and
scientific staff member of the Byzantine Museum of Kastoria.
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Onuphrius

Saint Onuphrius
Ὀνούφριος

Icon of Onuphrius. Provenance and date
unknown.

Hermit
Born unknown

Died 4th or 5th century

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Churches
Oriental Orthodox Churches
Eastern Catholic Churches

Feast 12 June (Western & Byzantine)
16 Paoni (Departure - Coptic
Christianity)[1]

16 Hathor[2] (Consecration of
Church - Coptic Christianity)

Attributes old hermit dressed only in long
hair and a loincloth of leaves;
hermit with an angel bringing
him the Eucharist or bread;
hermit with a crown at his
feet[3][4]

Patronage weavers;[3] jurists[5] Centrache,
Italy[3]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the 15th-century papal legate, see Onofrio de Santa Croce.

Onuphrius or Onoufrios (Greek: Ὀνούφριος) lived as a hermit in
the desert of Upper Egypt in the 4th or 5th centuries. He is
venerated as Saint Onuphrius in both the Roman Catholic and
Eastern Catholic churches, as Venerable Onuphrius in Eastern
Orthodoxy, and as Saint Nofer the Anchorite in Oriental
Orthodoxy.[6]
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Life and legends [edit]

Onuphrius was one of the Desert Fathers who made a great
impression on Eastern spirituality in the third and fourth centuries,
around the time that Christianity was emerging as the dominant
faith of the Roman Empire. At this time many Christians were
inspired to go out into the desert and live in prayer in the harsh
environment of extreme heat and cold, with little to eat and drink,
surrounded by all sorts of dangerous animals and robbers.[7]

It is uncertain in which century Onuphrius lived; the account of
Paphnutius the Ascetic, who encountered him in the Egyptian
desert, forms the sole source for our knowledge of the life of Saint
Onuphrius.[6] Even the authorship is uncertain; "Paphnutius", a
common name of Egyptian origin in the Upper Thebaid, may refer
to Paphnutius of Scetis, a 4th-century abbot of Lower Egypt,
rather than Paphnutius the Ascetic.[8] "But Paphnutius the Great
[i.e. Paphnutius the Ascetic]," Alban Butler writes, "also had a
number of stories to tell of visions and miraculous happenings in
the desert, some of them in much the same vein as the story of
Onuphrius."[8]

The name Onuphrius is thought to be a Hellenized form of a Coptic
name Unnufer, ultimately from the Egyptian wnn-nfr meaning
"perfect one", or "he who is continually good", an epithet of the
god Osiris.[9]

A tradition, not found in Paphnutius' account, states that Onuphrius had studied jurisprudence and philosophy
before becoming a monk near Thebes and then a hermit.[5]

According to Paphnutius’s account, Paphnutius undertook a pilgrimage to study the hermits’ way of life and to
determine whether it was for him. Wandering in the desert for 16 days, on the 17th day Paphnutius came
across a wild figure covered in hair, wearing a loincloth of leaves. Frightened, Paphnutius ran away, up a
mountain, but the figure called him back, shouting, “Come down to me, man of God, for I am a man also,
dwelling in the desert for the love of God.”[6]
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Stone carving above the entrance of the
St. Onuphrius Monastery in Akeldama,
Jerusalem (Potter's field). The image shows
Onuphrius bowing down to an angel.
Notable features are his long beard and leaf
loincloth.

Onuphrius depicted as
a "wild man".

Turning back, Paphnutius talked to the wild figure, who introduced
himself as Onuphrius and explained that he had once been a monk
at a large monastery in the Thebaid but who had now lived as a
hermit for 70 years, enduring extreme thirst, hunger, and
discomforts. He said that it was his guardian angel who had
brought him to this desolate place.[7] Onuphrius took Paphnutius to
his cell, and they spoke until sunset, when bread and water
miraculously appeared outside of the hermit's cell.[6]

They spent the night in the prayer, and in the morning Paphnutius
discovered that Onuphrius was near death. Paphnutius, distressed,
asked the hermit if he should occupy Onuphrius’ cell after the
hermit’s death, but Onuphrius told him, "That may not be, thy work
is in Egypt with thy brethren."[6] Onuphrius asked Paphnutius for
there to be a memorial with incense in Egypt in remembrance of the
hermit. He then blessed the traveler and died.[6]

Due to the hard and rocky ground, Paphnutius could not dig a hole for a grave, and therefore covered
Onuphrius’ body in a cloak, leaving the hermit’s body in a cleft of the rocks. After the burial, Onuphrius’ cell
crumbled, which Paphnutius took to be a sign that he should not stay.[6]

One scholar has written that Onuphrius’ life "fits the mold of countless desert hermits or anchorites. ...[However]
despite its predictability, Paphnutius' Life of Onuphrius is marked by several unique details. ...The years of
Onuphrius' youth were passed in a monastery that observed the rule of strict silence; a hind instructed him in
Christian rites and liturgy. During his sixty years in the desert, Onuphrius' only visitor was an angel who
delivered a Host every Sunday."[10]

Veneration [edit]

Both the Eastern Orthodox and Catholic churches traditionally mark his feast day
on 12 June.[11] A Life of Onuphrius of later Greek origin states that the saint died
on June 11; however, his feast day was celebrated on June 12 in the Eastern
Orthodox calendars from an early date.

The legend of Saint Onuphrius was depicted in Pisa's camposanto (monumental
cemetery), and in Rome the church Sant'Onofrio was built in his honor on the
Janiculan Hill in the fifteenth century.[12]

Antony, the archbishop of Novgorod, writing around 1200 AD, stated that
Onuphrius’ head was conserved in the church of Saint Acindinus (Akindinos),
Constantinople.[13]

For several decades Orthodox seminarians in Poland have begun their spiritual
training in the monastery of St. Onuphrius in Jablechna. It is said that the saint
himself chose the place for it, appearing nearly four hundred years ago to

fishermen and leaving them an icon of himself on the banks of the river Buh.[7]

The St. Onuphrius Monastery in Jerusalem is located at the far end of Gai Ben Hinnom, the Gehenna valley of
hell, situated within the site of a Jewish cemetery from the Second Temple period. The structure is built among
and includes many typical burial niches common to that period. The monastery also marks the location of
Hakeldama, the purported place where Judas Iscariot hanged himself.

Saint Onuphrius was venerated in Munich, Basel, and southern Germany, and the Basel humanist Sebastian
Brant (who named his own son Onuphrius[14]) published a broadside named In Praise of the Divine Onuphrius
and Other Desert Hermit Saints.[14] Onuphrius was depicted in a 1520 painting by Hans Schäufelein.[15]

Art [edit]

Images of Saint Onuphrius were conflated with those of the medieval “wild man".[16] In art, he is depicted as a
wild man completely covered with hair, wearing a girdle of leaves.[12]

He is depicted at Snake Church (Yilanlı Kilise) in the Göreme valley open-air museum in Cappadocia,
Turkey.[17]

He became the patron saint of weavers due to the fact that he was depicted "dressed only in his own abundant
hair, and a loin-cloth of leaves".

He (S. Onofrio) was named co-patron of the city of Palermo  in 1650.
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Battistello Caracciolo, Galleria
Nazionale d'Arte Antica, Rome

Fresco of Onuphrius (on
left) in the Snake Church.

Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Onuphrius.

Name variants [edit]

His name appears very variously as
Onuphrius, Onouphrius, Onofrius
and in different languages as Onofre
(Portuguese, Spanish), Onofrio
(Italian), etc. In Arabic, the saint was
known as Abū Nufir (Arabic: رفن وبا  ) or as
Nofer (Arabic: رفون ), which, besides
being a variant of the name Onuphrius, also means "herbivore".[13]

Onuphrius and Onofrio are sometimes Anglicized as Humphrey, an
unrelated name that is usually given a Germanic etymology.

Folklore [edit]

Sicilians pray to Saint Onuphrius when they have lost something. The
prayer has many variants but it generally mentions the miraculous
properties of Saint Onuphrius' hair. It is widely accepted that repeating
the prayer whilst looking for something like keys, a misplaced ring, or
anything else, will greatly help in finding it sooner.[citation needed]

See also [edit]

San Onofre
Venerable
Hermit
St. Onuphrius Monastery
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Opportuna of Montreuil

Saint Opportuna of Montreuil

Opportuna being visited by the Virgin on her
deathbed, engraving by Jacques Callot (c.

1630)

Abbess and Virgin
Born unknown

at the castle of Exmes, Argentan,
near Ayesmes, Normandy,
France

Died 22 April 770
Montreuil, France

Venerated in Eastern Orthodox Church
Roman Catholic Church

Feast 22 April

Attributes Carrying an abbess's crozier and
a casket of relics; with the Virgin
appearing at her deathbed; as a
princess with a basket of
cherries and the fleur-de-lys

Patronage Diocese of Séez

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Opportuna)

Opportuna of Montreuil (died 770) was a Frankish Benedictine
nun and abbess. A Vita et miracula Sanctae Opportunae was
written within a century of her death (ca 885-88) by Adalhelm (later
rendered Adelin), bishop of Séez, who believed he owed his life
and his see to Opportuna.[1]
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Life [edit]

When she was still young, Opportuna became a Benedictine nun
at the convent called the Monasteriolum[a] near Almenèches,
where her cousin Lantildis was abbess. Opportuna took the veil
from her brother, Chrodegang (later rendered Godegrand), the
bishop of Séez.[b] Although Montreuil was only three miles away
from Séez, Chrodegang was murdered on the way to visit his sister
at the abbey.[c] Later Opportuna succeeded her cousin as abbess.
In this position, she was conventionally described as "a true
mother to all her nuns",[2][3] correcting their faults, significantly
enough to record, with words, not blows.[4]

Some sources say that Opportuna died[e] from a brief illness which
was compounded by grief from the death of her brother, as
Chrodegang had died on 3 September 769. His murder had been
planned by Chrodobert, a powerful relation to whom he had
entrusted the administration of his diocese during his seven years'
absence at Rome.[5] Though she foresaw her brother's death in a
prophetic vision, Opportuna was powerless to intervene;[6]

afterwards she buried Chrodegang in her own convent. Whatever
the cause, Opportuna died on 22 April 770.[2][7]

Hagiography [edit]

Like all Carolingian saints, Opportuna's sanctity was not expressed in charismatic actions during her lifetime:
she effected no miracles during her lifetime. Though the cult of the saintly dead and hagiography flourished,
"the Carolingian era forms an interlude in the history of sainthood, for no charismatic ascetics, healers,
prophets or visionaries made their mark on a church whose bishops were implacably hostile to any such forms
of expression," Julia Smith has observed, in analysing Carolingian attitudes towards appropriate
representations of female sainthood through the lens of the Vita et miracula Sanctae Opportunae.

The account of miracles worked at the site of Opportuna's tomb reminded readers and hearers that the abbess
remained present in her former precincts, extending her protection to her flock forward in time. Julia Smith has
detected that the comparatively small corpus of hagiographies of female saints[d] are restricted in the area in
which they were produced, north of the Loire and east of the Rhine for the greatest part.[8]

Opportuna's vita records that once a peasant stole a donkey from the convent and refused to acknowledge his
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crime. Opportuna turned the matter over to God, and the next day the farmer's field was sown with salt. The
repentant peasant both returned the donkey and gave the nuns the field.[3]

Veneration [edit]

Though she was not recorded in the martyrologies, the cultus of Saint Opportuna has always flourished locally,
as a patroness of Almanèches and among the patrons of Paris; she was praised in the acta of her kinsman,
Chrodegang/Godegrand. During the reign of Charles the Bald, according to the sources,[f] Vikings invaded;
both the convent at Montreuil and the abbey at Almenèches were destroyed, and her relics were translated to
the priory of Moussy. Later they were moved to Senlis. In 1374, her right arm and a rib were enshrined in a
small church dedicated to her in Paris, near a hermitage called Notre Dame des Bois Paris. As the city grew, so
did the church. Most of Opportuna's head still rests at Moussy, while her left arm and part of her skull are still at
Almenèches; additionally, a jaw bone can be found in the priory of Saint Chrodegang at Île-Adam. Her shrine in
Paris is carried in processions along with the relics of Saints Honoré and Geneviève.[3]

Iconography [edit]

In art, Saint Opportuna is often depicted carrying an abbess's crozier and a casket of relics. She may also be
shown with the Virgin appearing at her deathbed or as a princess with a basket of cherries and a fleur-de-lys.[3]

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Meaning "little monastery", it later gave its name to Montreuil-la-Cambe.
b. ^ He should probably not be conflated with Chrodegang of Metz.
c. ^ Opportuna's brother is identified with Saint Chrodegang of Metz by at least one source.[9] However, Opportuna's

story, which places him as Bishop of Séez and being murdered by a rival while on the road to Montreuil, is not
mentioned in any resources relating to his life, which state instead that he died on 6 March 776 at Metz.

d. ^ Lacking opportunities for public careers, their lives offered few events. Three Merovingian hagiographies of female
saints circulated widely: Geneviève of Paris (d. 502), Venantius Fortunatus' vita of Radegund (d. 587) and that of
Gertrude of Nivelles. To these can be added the Hiberno-Latin vita of Brigid (Smith 1995:13).

e. ^ Here, Adalhelm envisions her being summoned to Heaven by Cecilia and Lucy.
f. ^ The Siege of Paris (885-886) took place during the reign of Charles the Fat, who may have been intended.
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Saint Optatus

Bishop
Died 4th century

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Feast June 4

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Optatus, sometimes anglicized as St. Optate, was Bishop
of Milevis, in Numidia, in the fourth century, remembered for his
writings against Donatism.[1]
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Biography and context [edit]

Optatus was a convert, as we gather from St. Augustine: "Do we
not see with how great a booty of gold and silver and garments
Cyprian, doctor suavissimus, came forth out of Egypt, and likewise
Lactantius, Victorinus, Optatus, Hilary?" (De Doctrina Christ., xl).
Optatus probably began as a pagan rhetorician.

His (untitled) work against the Donatists is an answer to Parmenianus, the successor of Donatus in the primatial
see of Carthage. St. Jerome (De viris illustribus, # 110) tells us it was in six books and was written under Valens
and Valentinian (364-75). We now possess seven books, and the list of popes is carried as far as Siricius (384-
98).[2] Similarly the Donatist succession of antipopes is given (II, IV), as Victor, Bonifatius, Encolpius, Macrobius,
Lucianus, Claudianus (the date of the last is about 380), though a few sentences earlier Macrobius is
mentioned as the actual bishop.

The plan of the work is laid down in Book I, and is completed in six books. It seems, then, that the seventh book,
which St. Jerome did not know in 392, was an appendix to a new edition in which St. Optatus made additions to
the two episcopal lists. The date of the original work is fixed by the statement in I, xiii, that sixty years and more
had passed since the persecution of Diocletian (303-5). Photinus (d. 376) is apparently regarded as still alive;
Julian is dead (363). Thus the first books were published about 366-70, and the second edition about 385-90.

Doctrine [edit]

St. Optatus deals with the entire controversy between Catholics and Donatists. He distinguishes between
schismatics and heretics.[3] The former have rejected unity, but they have true doctrine and true sacraments,
hence Parmenian should not have threatened them (and consequently his own party) with eternal damnation.
This mild doctrine is a great contrast to the severity of many of the Fathers against schism. It seems to be
motived by the notion that all who have faith will be saved, though after long torments,--a view which St.
Augustine has frequently to combat.

Donatists and Catholics were agreed as to the necessary unity of the Church. The question was, where is this
One Church? Optatus argues that it cannot be only in a corner of Africa; it must be the catholica (the word is
used as a substantive) which is throughout the world. Parmenian had enumerated six dotes, or properties, of
the Church, of which Optatus accepts five, and argues that the first, the cathedra (episcopal chair) belongs to
the Catholics, and therefore they have all the others.

The whole schism has arisen through the quarrel as to the episcopal succession at Carthage[4], and it might
have been expected that Optatus would claim this property of cathedra by pointing out the legitimacy of the
Catholic succession at Carthage. But he does not. He replies: "We must examine who sat first in the chair, and
where... You cannot deny that you know that in the city of Rome upon Peter first the chair of the bishop was
conferred, in which sat the head of all the Apostles, Peter, whence also he was called Cephas, in which one
chair unity should be preserved by all, lest the other Apostles should each stand up for his own chair, so that
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now he should be a schismatic and a sinner who should against this one chair set up another. Therefore in the
one chair, which is the first of the dotes Peter first sat, to whom succeeded Linus." An incorrect list of popes
follows, ending with, "and to Damasus Siricius, who is to-day our colleague, with whom the whole world with us
agrees by the communication of commendatory letters in the fellowship of one communion. Tell us the origin of
your chair, you who wish to claim the holy Church for yourselves". Optatus then mocks at the recent succession
of Donatist antipopes at Rome.

Optatus argues, especially in book V, against the doctrine which the Donatists had inherited from St. Cyprian
that baptism by those outside the Church cannot be valid, and he anticipates St. Augustine's argument that the
faith of the baptizer does not matter, since it is God who confers the grace. His statement of the objective
efficacy of the sacraments ex opere operato is well known: "Sacramenta per se esse sancta, non per homines"
(V, iv). Thus in baptism there must be the Holy Trinity, the believer and the minister, and their importance is in
this order, the third being the least important. In rebuking the sacrileges of the Donatists, he says: "What is so
profane as to break, scrape, remove the altars of God, on which you yourselves had once offered, on which
both the prayers of the people and the members of Christ have been borne, where God Almighty has been
invoked, where the Holy Ghost has been asked for and has come down, from which by many has been received
the pledge of eternal salvation and the safeguard of faith and the hope of resurrection? ... For what is an altar
but the seat of the Body and Blood of Christ?"

In book VII a notable argument for unity is added: St. Peter sinned most grievously and denied his Master, yet
he retained the keys, and for the sake of unity and charity the Apostles did not separate from his fellowship.
Thus Optatus defends the willingness of the Catholics to receive back the Donatists to unity without difficulty, for
there must be always sinners in the Church, and the cockle is mixed with the wheat; but charity covers a
multitude of sins.

Literary appreciation [edit]

The style of St. Optatus is vigorous and animated. He aims at terseness and effect, rather than at flowing
periods, and this in spite of the gentleness and charity which is so admirable in his polemics against his
"brethren", as he insists on calling the Donatist bishops. He uses Saint Cyprian a great deal, though he refutes
his mistaken opinion about baptism, and does not copy his easy style. His descriptions of events are admirable
and vivid.

It is strange that Dupin should have called him minus nitidus ac politus, for both in the words he employs and in
their order he almost incurs the blame of preciosity. He is as strict as Cyprian as to the metrical cadences at the
close of every sentence.

He was evidently a man of good taste as well as of high culture, and he has left us in his one work a monument
of convincing dialectic, of elegant literary form, and of Christian charity. But the general marshalling of his
arguments is not so good as is the development of each by itself. His allegorical interpretations are far-fetched,
but those of Parmenian were evidently yet more extravagant.

An appendix contained an important dossier of documents which had apparently been collected by some
Catholic controversialist between 330 and 347. This collection was already mutilated when it was copied by the
scribe of the only manuscript which has preserved it, and that manuscript is incomplete, so that we can have to
deplore the loss of a great part this first-rate material for the early history of Donatism. We can tell what has
been lost by the citations made by Optatus himself and by Augustine.

Veneration [edit]

St. Optatus has apparently never received any ecclesiastical cultus; but his name was inserted in the Roman
Martyrology on June 4, though it is quite unknown to all the ancient martyrologies and calendars.

The Constantinian Letters in the Appendix of Against the Donatists [edit]

Included after the main body of Optatus' work - originally untitled, now often referred to as Against the Donatists
- is an appendix consisting of ten official documents relating to the Donatist Schism. Six of these (nos. 3, 5, 6, 7,
9, and 10) claim to be letters written by Constantine and are addressed to various actors involved in the
Donatist Schism, including local officials (nos. 3 and 7), 'Catholic' - i.e. anti-Donatist - bishops (nos. 5, 9 and 10)
and one (no. 6) to Donatist bishops. The letters thus show the personal involvement of the Roman emperor in
the Donatist controversy between 312/313 and 330 AD.[5]

Their authenticity, as well as that of the other four documents, has been the source of scholarly debate since
the nineteenth century, though they are now generally seen as authentic.[6] The authenticity of some or all
documents has been challenged by scholars such as Otto Seeck (1889)[7], Pierre Batiffol (1914)[8], William
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Hugh Clifford Frend (1952)[9], and Heinz Kraft (1955)[10]. Meanwhile, the authenticity of some or all documents
has been defended by Louis Duchesne (1890)[11], Norman Hepburn Baynes (1925/1931)[12][13], H. Chadwick
(1954)[14], and Charles Odahl (1993)[15]. The authenticty of the documents has often been challenged on the
basis of supposed anachronisms in the texts. Pierre Batiffol, for example, rejected Constantian authorship for
Appendix 5 because of its use of specifically Christian formulas and Christian doctrines that he felt Constantine
would not have used. Batiffol's view has been challenged by Charles Odahl (1993).[16]

M.W. Edwards has argued that the appendix was not edited by Optatus himself, but seems to have compiled by
an African belonging to the 'Catholic' party. First, Appendix 5 was composed during the aftermath of the Council
of Arles (314), and not during the preparation for the Council of Rome (313), as Optatus suggests. Second, two
documents mentioned by Optatus - the epistle of the Donatists to Constantine, cited at I.22, and "the protocol of
Cirta", to which Optatus alludes at I.14 - are not included in the appendix. Since the documents mostly involve
letters of official correspondence between Emperor Constantine and persons holding authority in Africa and
Numidia, or letters written in these provinces and under the supervision of local magistrates, Edwards suggests
that "Our archivist [i.e. the compiler of the appendix] would therefore seem to have been an African of the
catholic party, who had access to public records in his own country, but did not hold any commerce with the
Donatists or take pains in gathering evidence overseas."[17]
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Oran of Iona

Oran
Born County Meath, Ireland

Died Iona, Scotland

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,
Orthodox Church, Anglican
Church and other Churches

Feast 27 October

Patronage Waterford, Ireland; Silvermines
parish, Tipperary

St. Oran's Chapel, Iona

St Oran's Well, Oranmore, County
Galway. It bears the date of AD 548
based on a presumed connection to
Oran; however, the placename is more
likely derived from fuarán, "spring", with
no connection to Oran.

An Aer Lingus Boeing 757 named St
Otteran-Odhrán.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Oran or Odran (Gaelic Oran/Odran/Odhrán, the dh being silent;
Latin Otteranus, hence sometimes Otteran; died AD 548), by
tradition a descendant of Conall Gulban, was a companion of Saint
Columba in Iona, and the first Christian to be buried on that island.
St. Odhrán's feast day is on 27 October.
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Life [edit]

Odran lived for over forty years in the area now known as Silvermines,
in County Tipperary, Ireland, building a church there in 520.[1]

According to Irish tradition, Odran also served as abbot of Meath, and
founded Lattreagh. In 563, he was among the twelve who accompanied
St Columba to the Scottish island of Iona, where he died and was
buried.[1] Columba is said to have seen devils and angels fight over
Odran's soul before it ascended into heaven.[2]

One popular legend surrounding Odran's death is that he consented to
being buried alive beneath a chapel that Columba was attempting to
build at Iona. A voice had told Columba that the walls of the chapel
would not stand until a living man was buried below the foundations, and
indeed, each morning the builders would arrive at the site to find all their
work of the previous day undone. So Odran was consigned to the earth,
and the chapel was erected above him. One day, however, Odran lifted
his head out of the ground and said: "There is no Hell as you suppose,
nor Heaven that people talk about". Alarmed by this, Columba quickly
had the body removed and reburied in consecrated ground – or, in
other versions of the story, simply called for more earth to cover the
body.[3]

In a Hebridean version of this tale, Odran was promised that his soul
would be safe in heaven. Some time after the burial, Columba wanted to
see Odran once more and opened the pit under the chapel. When
Odran saw the world, he tried to climb out of his grave, but Columba
had the pit covered with earth quickly to save Odran's soul from the
world and its sin.[3]

These legends are one of the few instances of foundation sacrifice in
Great Britain.[3] While the story of St. Odran's self-sacrifice does not
appear in Adomnán's Life of Columcille, George Henderson says that
the legend points to an ancient folk-belief. He believes this is similar to
the Arthurian legend of the building of Dinas Emris, where Vortigern was
counseled to find and sacrifice "a child without a father" to ensure that
the fortress walls did not collapse.[4]

Due to the similarity of the name, some people have identified Odran
with Saint Odran, the first Irish Christian martyr. There is a parallel in that each man voluntarily sacrificed
himself to further the work of a better-known saint.
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Legacy [edit]

The oldest remaining church on Iona is dedicated to Saint Odran. The surrounding cemetery is called Reilig
Odhráin in his memory.

St. Odran is the patron saint of the parish of Silvermines, County Tipperary.[1] He was chosen by the Vikings as
patron of the city of Waterford in 1096 and later chosen as patron of the diocese.[5]

In Culture [edit]

Neil Gaiman's poem "In Relig Odhrain", published in Trigger Warning: Short Fictions and Disturbances (2015),
retells the story of Oran's death.
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Order of Friars Minor
Ordo Fratrum Minorum

Abbreviation OFM, Franciscan
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Francis of Assisi, founder of the
Order of Friars Minor; oldest known
portrait in existence of the saint, dating
back to St. Francis' retreat to Subiaco
(1223–1224)

Franciscan convent at Lopud in
Croatia
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This article is about the Observant branch of the Franciscans, unified in 1897. For the other branches within the movement, see Franciscans.

The Order of Friars Minor (also called the Franciscans, the Franciscan Order, or the Seraphic Order;[1] postnominal abbreviation OFM) is a
mendicant Catholic religious order, founded in 1209 by Francis of Assisi. The order adheres to the teachings and spiritual disciplines of the founder and
of his main associates and followers, such as Clare of Assisi, Anthony of Padua, and Elizabeth of Hungary, among many others. The Order of Friars
Minor is the largest of the contemporary First Orders within the Franciscan movement.

Francis began preaching around 1207 and traveled to Rome to seek approval of his order from Pope Innocent III in 1209. The original Rule of Saint
Francis approved by the pope disallowed ownership of property, requiring members of the order to beg for food while preaching. The austerity was
meant to emulate the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Franciscans traveled and preached in the streets, while boarding in church properties. The
extreme poverty required of members was relaxed in final revision of the Rule in 1223. The degree of observance required of members remained a
major source of conflict within the order, resulting in numerous secessions.[2][3]

The Order of Friars Minor, previously known as the Observant branch (postnominal abbreviation OFM Obs.), is one of the three Franciscan First
Orders within the Catholic Church, the others being the Capuchins (postnominal abbreviation OFM Cap.) and Conventuals (postnominal abbreviation
OFM Conv). The Order of Friars Minor, in its current form, is the result of an amalgamation of several smaller Franciscan orders (e.g. Alcantarines,
Recollects, Reformanti, etc.), completed in 1897 by Pope Leo XIII.[4] The Capuchin and Conventual remain distinct religious institutes within the Catholic
Church, observing the Rule of Saint Francis with different emphases. Franciscans are sometimes referred to as minorites or greyfriars because of
their habit. In Poland and Lithuania they are known as Bernardines, after Bernardino of Siena, although the term elsewhere refers rather to
Cistercians.
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Name and demographics [edit]

See also: Franciscans and Franciscan spirituality in Protestantism

The "Order of Friars Minor" are commonly called simply the "Franciscans". This Order is a mendicant religious order of men that traces its origin to Francis
of Assisi.[5] Their official Latin name is the Ordo Fratrum Minorum.[6]

The modern organization of the Friars Minor comprises three separate families or groups, each considered a religious order in its own right under its own
minister General and particular type of governance. They all live according to a body of regulations known as the Rule of St Francis.[5] These are

The Order of Friars Minor, known as the "Observants", most commonly simply called Franciscan friars,[5] official name: "Friars Minor" (OFM).[7]

The Order of Friars Minor Capuchin or simply Capuchins,[5] official name: "Friars Minor Capuchin" (OFM Cap).[7]

The Conventual Franciscans or Minorites,[5] official name: "Friars Minor Conventual" (OFM Conv).[7]

The 2013 Annuario Pontificio gave the following figures for the membership of the principal male Franciscan orders:[8]

Order of Friars Minor (OFM): 2,212 communities; 14,123 members; 9,735 priests
Franciscan Order of Friars Minor Capuchin (OFMCap): 1,633 communities; 10,786 members; 7,057 priests
Franciscan Order of Friars Minor Conventual (OFMConv): 667 communities; 4,289 members; 2,921 priests
Third Order Regular of Saint Francis (TOR): 176 communities; 870 members; 576 priests

History [edit]

See also: Franciscans § History

Beginnings [edit]

A sermon on Mt 10:9 which Francis heard in 1209 made such an impression on him that he decided to fully devote himself to a life of apostolic poverty. Clad in a rough garment, barefoot, and, after
the Evangelical precept, without staff or scrip, he began to preach repentance.[9]

The mendicant orders had long been exempt from the jurisdiction of the bishop, and enjoyed (as distinguished from the secular clergy) unrestricted freedom to preach and hear confessions in the
churches connected with their monasteries. This had led to endless friction and open quarrels between the two divisions of the clergy. This question was definitively settled by the Council of Trent.[4]

Separate congregations [edit]

Amid numerous dissensions in the 14th century, a number of separate congregations sprang up, almost of sects, to say nothing of the heretical parties of the
Beghards and Fraticelli, some of which developed within the order on both hermit and cenobitic principles.

The Clareni or Clarenini, an association of hermits established on the river Clareno in the march of Ancona by Angelo da Clareno after the suppression of
the Franciscan Celestines by Boniface VIII. Like several other smaller congregations, it was obliged in 1568 under Pope Pius V to unite with the general
body of Observantists.
The quasi-Observantist brothers living under the rule of the Conventual ministers (Martinianists or "Observantes sub ministris"), such as the male
Colletans, later led by Boniface de Ceva in his reform attempts principally in France and Germany;
The reformed congregation founded in 1426 by the Spaniard Philip de Berbegal and distinguished by the special importance they attached to the little
hood (cappuciola);
The Neutri, a group of reformers originating about 1463 in Italy, who tried to take a middle ground between the Conventuals and Observantists, but refused to obey the heads of either, until they
were compelled by the pope to affiliate with the regular Observantists, or with those of the Common Life;
The Caperolani, a congregation founded about 1470 in North Italy by Peter Caperolo, but dissolved on the death of its founder in 1481;

A difference of opinion developed in the community concerning the interpretation of the rule regarding property. The Observants held to a strict interpretation that the friars may not hold any
property either individually nor communally. The literal and unconditional observance of this was rendered impracticable by the great expansion of the order, its pursuit of learning, and the
accumulated property of the large cloisters in the towns. Regulations were drafted by which all alms donated were held by custodians appointed by the Holy See, who would make distributions upon
request. It was John XXII who had introduced Conventualism in the sense of community of goods, income, and property as in other religious orders, in contradiction to Observantism or the strict
observance of the rule. Pope Martin V, in the Brief Ad statum of 23 August 1430, allowed the Conventuals to hold property like all other orders.[4]

Projects for a union between the two main branches of the order were put forth not only by the Council of Constance but by several popes, without any positive result. By direction of Pope Martin V,
John of Capistrano drew up statutes which were to serve as a basis for reunion, and they were actually accepted by a general chapter at Assisi in 1430; but the majority of the Conventual houses
refused to agree to them, and they remained without effect. Equally unsuccessful were the attempts of the Franciscan Pope Sixtus IV, who bestowed a vast number of privileges on both original
mendicant orders, but by this very fact lost the favor of the Observants and failed in his plans for reunion. Julius II succeeded in doing away with some of the smaller branches, but left the division of
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the two great parties untouched. This division was finally legalized by Leo X, after a general chapter held in Rome in 1517, in connection with the reform
movement of the Fifth Lateran Council, had once more declared the impossibility of reunion. Leo X summoned on 11 July 1516 a general chapter to meet at
Rome on the feast of Pentecost 31 May 1517. This chapter suppressed all the reformed congregations and annexed them to the Observants; it then declared
the Observants an independent order, and separated them completely from the Conventuals.[4] The less strict principles of the Conventuals, permitting the
possession of real estate and the enjoyment of fixed revenues, were recognized as tolerable, while the Observants, in contrast to this usus moderatus, were
held strictly to their own usus arctus or pauper.

Unification [edit]

All of the groups that followed the Franciscan Rule literally were united to the Observants, and the right to elect the Minister General of the Order, together
with the seal of the order, was given to the group united under the Observants. This grouping, since it adhered more closely to the rule of the founder, was
allowed to claim a certain superiority over the Conventuals. The Observant general (elected now for six years, not for life) inherited the title of "Minister-
General of the Whole Order of St. Francis" and was granted the right to confirm the choice of a head for the Conventuals, who was known as "Master-
General of the Friars Minor Conventual"—although this privilege never became practically operative.

In 1875, the Kulturkampf expelled the majority of the German Franciscans, most of whom settled in North America.[4]

Habit [edit]

The habit has been gradually changed in colour and certain other details. Its colour, which was at first grey or a medium brown, is now a dark brown. The dress, which consists of a loose sleeved
gown, is confined by a white cord, from which is hung, since the fifteenth century, the Seraphic rosary with its seven decades. Sandals are substituted for shoes. Around the neck and over the
shoulders hangs the cowl.[4]

Saints and Beati [edit]

Canonized [edit]

Francis of Assisi, d. 3 October 1226 (4 October);[10]

Berard of Carbio and four companions, martyred 1220 (16 January);[11]

Peter Baptist and twenty-five companions, martyred at Nagasaki, Japan, 1597 (5 February);[12]

John Joseph of the Cross, d. 1734 (5 March);[13]

Benedict the Moor, d. 1589 (3 April); [14]

Peter Regalda, d 1456 (13 May);[15]

Paschal Baylon, d. 1592 (17 May);[16]

Bernardino of Siena, d. 1444 (20 May);[17]

Anthony of Padua, d. 1231 (13 June);[18]

Nicholas Pieck, hanged by les Gueux at Gorkum (Holland) in 1572 with eighteen companions, of whom eleven were Franciscans (9 July);[19]

Bonaventure, d. 1274 (15 July);[20]

Francis Solanus, the Apostle of South America, d. 1610 (24 July);[21]

Louis of Toulouse, Bishop of Toulouse, d. 1297 (19 August); [22]

Pacificus of San Severino, d. 1721 (25 September);[23]

Peter of Alcantara., d. 1562 (19 October);[24]

John of Capistrano, d. 1456 (23 October);[25]

Didacus of Alcalá (Diego), d. 1463 (12 November);[26]

Leonard of Port Maurice, d. 1751 (26 November);[27]

James of the Marches (Monteprandone), d. 1476 (28 November).[28]

Szymon of Lipnica, d. 1482 (18 July);[4]

John of Perugia and Peter of Sassoferrato, martyred at Valencia in Spain, 1231 (3 Sept.);[4]

Humilis of Bisignano, d. 1637 (5 Dec.);[29]

Charles of Sezze[30]

Padre Pio, d. 23rd September 1968.
Junipero Serra, d. 28 August 1784[32]

Beatified [edit]

Odoric of Pordenone, d. 1331 (3 February);[30]

Tommaso da Cori, d. 1720 (28 Feb.);[33]

Salvator of Horta, d. 1567 (18 March);[4]

John of Parma, d. 1289 (20 March);[34]

Thomas of Tolentino, martyred in Further India, 1321, (6 April);[4]

Angelo Carletti di Chivasso, d. 1495 (12 April);[35]

Conrad of Ascoli, d. 1290, (19 April);[36]

Agnellus of Pisa, d. 1236, (8 May);[37]

Francis of Fabriano, d. 1322 (14 May);[38]

John Forest, martyred at London, 1538 (22 May);[39]

Pacificus of Ceredano, d. 1482 (5 June);[40]

John of Laverna, d. about 1325 (9 Aug.);[41]

Apollinaris Franco with thirty-nine companions of the First and Third Orders, martyred in Japan, 1617-32 (12 Sept);[4]

Bernardine of Feltre, d. 1494 (28 Sept.);[42]

Conrad of Offida, d. 1306 (19 Dec.); [43]

Nicolás Factor, d. 1583 (23 Dec.)

See also [edit]

List of Ministers General of the Order of Friars Minor
Association of Franciscan Colleges and Universities
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The Order of Friars Minor Capuchin (Latin: Ordo Fratrum Minorum Capuccinorum; postnominal
abbr. O.F.M.Cap.) is a religious order of Franciscan friars within the Catholic Church, one of two
"First Orders" that sprang from the Franciscan Friars Minor Observant (OFM Obs., now OFM), the
other being the Conventuals (OFM Conv.). The Capuchins arose in 1525 with the purpose of
returning to a more strict observance of the rule established by Francis of Assisi in 1209.
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History [edit]

Origins [edit]

The Order arose in 1525 when Matteo da Bascio, an Observant Franciscan friar[1] native to the Italian
region of Marche, said he had been inspired by God with the idea that the manner of life led by the friars of
his day was not the one which their founder, St. Francis of Assisi, had envisaged.[1] He sought to return to
the primitive way of life of solitude and penance, as practised by the founder of their Order.

His religious superiors tried to suppress these innovations[1] and Friar Matteo and his first companions were
forced into hiding from Church authorities, who sought to arrest them for having abandoned their religious
duties. They were given refuge by the Camaldolese monks, in gratitude for which they later adopted the
hood (or cappuccio, capuche) worn by that Order—which was the mark of a hermit in that region of Italy—
and the practise of wearing a beard. The popular name of their Order originates from this feature of their
religious habit.

In 1528, Friar Matteo obtained the approval of Pope Clement VII and was given permission to live as a
hermit and to go about everywhere preaching to the poor. These permissions were not only for himself, but
for all such as might join him in the attempt to restore the most literal observance possible of the Rule of St.
Francis. Matteo and the original band were soon joined by others. Matteo and his companions were formed
into a separate province, called the Hermit Friars Minor, as a branch of the Conventual Franciscans, but
with a Vicar Provincial of their own, subject to the jurisdiction of the Minister General of the Conventuals.
The Observants, the other branch of the Franciscan Order at that time, continued to oppose the movement.

Rules of the Order [edit]

In 1529, they had four houses and held their first General Chapter, at which their particular rules were drawn up.
The eremitical idea was abandoned, but the life was to be one of extreme austerity, simplicity and poverty—in all
things as near an approach to St Francis' ideals as was practicable. Neither the monasteries nor the Province
should possess anything, nor were any loopholes left for evading this law. No large provision against temporal
wants should be made, and the supplies in the house should never exceed what was necessary for a few days.
Everything was to be obtained by begging, and the friars were not allowed even to touch money.

The communities were to be small, eight being fixed as the normal number and twelve as the limit. In furniture and
clothing extreme simplicity was enjoined and the friars were discalced, required to go bare-footed—without even
sandals. Like the Observants, the Capuchins wore a brown habit but of most simple form, i.e. only a tunic, with
the distinctive large, pointed hood reaching to the waist attached to it, girdled by the traditional woolen cord with
three knots. By visual analogy, the Capuchin monkey and the cappuccino style of coffee are both named after
the shade of brown used for their habit.[2][3][4]

Besides the canonical choral celebration of the Divine Office, a portion of which was recited at midnight, there were two hours of private prayer
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The remains of 4,000 friars adorn the ossuary
of the Santa Maria della Concezione

A capuchin friar/priest ready to
administer the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (confession).

daily. The fasts and disciplines were rigorous and frequent. Their main external work was preaching and spiritual ministrations among the poor.
In theology the Capuchins abandoned the later Franciscan School of Scotus and returned to the earlier school of St. Bonaventure.

Early setbacks [edit]

At the outset of its history, the Capuchins underwent a series of severe blows. Two of the founders left it: Matteo Serafini of Bascio (Matteo
Bassi) returning to the Observants, while his first companion, on being replaced in the office of Vicar Provincial, became so insubordinate that
he had to be expelled from the Order. Even more scandalously, the third Vicar General, Bernardino Ochino, left the Catholic faith in 1543 after
fleeing to Switzerland, where he was welcomed by John Calvin, became a Calvinist pastor in Zürich, and married. Years later, claims that he had
written in favor of polygamy and Unitarianism caused him to be exiled from that city and he fled again, first to Poland and then to Moravia, where
he died.

As a result, the whole province came under the suspicion of heretical tendencies and the Pope[specify] resolved to suppress it. He was dissuaded
with difficulty, but the Capuchins were forbidden to preach.

Expansion [edit]

Despite earlier setbacks, the authorities were eventually satisfied as to the soundness of the general body of Capuchin friars and the
permission to preach was restored. The movement then began to multiply rapidly, and by the end of the 16th century the Capuchins had spread
all over the Catholic parts of Europe, so that in 1619 they were freed from their dependence on the Conventual Franciscans and became an
independent Order. They are said to have had at that time 1500 houses divided into fifty provinces. They were one of the chief tools in the
Catholic Counter-reformation, the aim of the order being to work among the poor, impressing the minds of the common people by the poverty
and austerity of their life, and sometimes with sensationalist preaching such as their use of the supposedly possessed Marthe Brossier to
arouse Paris against the Huguenots.[5]

The activities of the Capuchins were not confined to Europe. From an early date they undertook missions to non-Catholics in America, Asia and
Africa, and a College was founded in Rome for the purpose of preparing their members for foreign missions. Due to this strong missionary
thrust, a large number of Capuchins have suffered martyrdom over the centuries. Activity in Europe and elsewhere continued until the close of
the 18th century, when the number of Capuchin friars was estimated at 31,000.

Cimitero dei Cappuccini: The Capuchin Crypt [edit]

The crypt is located just under the Church of Santa Maria della Concezione in Rome, a church
commissioned by Pope Urban VIII in 1626. The pope's brother, Cardinal Antonio Barberini, who
was of the Capuchin Order, in 1631 ordered the remains of thousands of Capuchin friars
exhumed and transferred from the friary on the Via dei Lucchesi to the crypt. The bones were
arranged along the walls in varied designs, and the friars began to bury their own dead here,
as well as the bodies of poor Romans whose tomb was under the floor of the present Mass
chapel. Here the Capuchins would come to pray and reflect each evening before retiring for
the night.

The crypt, or ossuary, now contains the remains of 4,000 friars buried between 1500–1870,
during which time the Roman Catholic Church permitted burial in and under churches. The
underground crypt is divided into five chapels, lit only by dim natural light seeping in through
cracks, and small fluorescent lamps. The crypt walls are decorated extensively with the
remains, depicting various religious themes. Some of the skeletons are intact and draped with
Franciscan habits, but for the most part, individual bones are used to create the elaborate ornamental designs.

A plaque in the chapel reads:

What you are now, we used to be.
What we are now, you will be.[6]

Mark Twain visited the crypt in the summer of 1867, and begins Volume 2, Chapter 1, of The Innocents Abroad with five pages of his
observations.

Modern era [edit]

Like all other Orders, the Capuchins suffered severely from the secularizations and revolutions of the
end of the 18th century and the first half of the 19th; but they survived the strain, and during the latter
part of the 19th century rapidly recovered ground.[1] At the beginning of the 20th century there were fifty
provinces with some 500 friaries and 300 hospices or lesser houses; and the number of Capuchin friars,
including lay brothers, was reckoned at 9,500. The Capuchins still keep up their missionary work and
have some 200 missionary stations in all parts of the world—notably India, Ethiopia, and parts of the
former Ottoman Empire. Though "the poorest of all Orders", it has attracted into its ranks an
extraordinary number of the highest nobility and even of royalty. The celebrated Theobald Mathew, the
apostle of Temperance in Ireland, was a Capuchin friar.[1]

In the Imperial Crypt, underneath the Church of the Capuchins in Vienna, over 140 members of the
Habsburg dynasty are buried. The most recent burial in the crypt was in 2011 for Otto von Habsburg,
the last crown prince of Austria-Hungary and eldest son of the last Austrian Emperor, the Blessed
Charles of Austria.

As of June 2018, there were 10,480 Capuchins worldwide, of whom 7,070 were priests, living and
working in 108 countries around the world: Africa: 1,357; South America: 1,657; North America: 664;
Asia-Oceania: 2,339; Western Europe: 3,500; Central-Eastern Europe: 769.[7] In Great Britain there are
currently five Capuchin friaries, and eight in Ireland.

The worldwide head of the Order, called the Minister General, is currently Friar Roberto Genuin.

United States [edit]
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Capuchin friars in Paraguay, wearing the
traditional franciscan habit.

St. Francis Friary - Capuchin
College in Washington, D.C. (St.
Augustine Province)

The United States has six provinces throughout the country. Together with the two provinces in Canada, the Province of Australia and the
Custody of the Mariana Islands/Hawaii they form the North American-Pacific Capuchin
Conference (NAPCC).

Foundation [edit]

The Province of St. Joseph, originally the Province of Calvary, headquartered in Detroit,
Michigan, was one of the first two Capuchin Provinces to be established in the country in 1882.
It was founded by Francis Haas (1826–1895) and Bonaventure Frey (1831–1912), two Swiss
diocesan priests who arrived in the United States in September 1856, and were received into
the then-Diocese of Milwaukee by Bishop John Henni, also a Swiss immigrant, and given
charge of St. Nicholas Parish which they renamed Mount Calvary. They were later admitted to
the Capuchin Order on December 2, 1857, by Antoine Gauchet of the Swiss Province who had been sent to admit them in order to establish the
Order in the United States.[8] The friars started St. Lawrence Seminary High School in 1861 at Mount Calvary, Wisconsin, a school that is still
owned and operated by the Capuchin Order.

One of the friars of this province, Solanus Casey, was noted for the holiness of his life, serving as the porter of several Capuchin friaries both in
Michigan and New York City for decades. As a miraculous healing attributed to him was approved by Pope Francis in mid-2017, he was beatified
in Detroit at Ford Field on November 18, 2017. This is significant because Casey could become the first male American-born Saint in the history
of the Catholic Church. He had previously been declared Venerable in 1995 by Pope John Paul II. His tomb is in St. Bonaventure Monastery in
Detroit, and is visited by thousands every year.

As of 2011, the province has 23 communities spread throughout the American Midwest, reaching from Michigan to Arizona. Additionally, there
are friars of this province working in Central America, with a community serving in the Middle East.[9]

Other jurisdictions [edit]

St. Augustine (1882), based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to which Cardinal Sean O'Malley belongs.
St. Joseph or Calvary (1882), based in Detroit, Michigan, covering the upper Midwest, from Detroit to
Montana and from which came Blessed Solanus Casey.
Stigmata (ca. 1925), based in Union City, New Jersey, founded by friars from the Tuscan region of Italy
to minister to Italian immigrants, with 9 communities on the East Coast, primarily in New Jersey, with
parishes also in the Bronx, Hendersonville, North Carolina, Wilmington, Delaware, and Fort Lauderdale,
Florida.
St. Mary of New York and New England (1952), based in White Plains, New York, with 18 fraternities on
the East Coast, from Vermont to Florida. They supervise the Custody of Japan and the Custody of
Guam.
St. Conrad or Mid-America (1977), based in Denver, Colorado, serving Illinois, Colorado, Kansas,
Missouri and Texas, with missionaries in Papua New Guinea; a friar of this province, Charles J. Chaput, was installed as the Archbishop of
Philadelphia on 8 September 2011.[10]

Our Lady of Angels (1979), Western America, based in Burlingame, California. Seven communities in California, with four communities in
Mexico which became the Custody of St. Juan Diego in December 2011.[11]

Star of the Sea Custody (1982), Hawaii and Guam, this division is dependent on St. Mary Province.

Capuchin Poor Clares [edit]

The Capuchin Poor Clares are cloistered nuns of the Order of St. Clare, who form the female branch of the Capuchin Order. They were
founded in 1538 in Naples by the Venerable Maria Laurentia Longo, who was Abbess of the Poor Clare monastery of that city. She and the
other nuns of that community embraced the then-new Capuchin reform movement, and so austere was the life that they were called "Sisters of
Suffering". The Order soon spread to France, Spain and beyond. They live according to the same rules and regulations as the Capuchin friars,
and are held as members of the friars' provinces.

In the United States, as of 2012, there are five monasteries of this Order. There are about 50 nuns in these communities, which are located in:
Denver and Pueblo in Colorado, Alamo and Amarillo (the first, founded 1981) in Texas, and Wilmington, Delaware. The monasteries were
almost all founded from Mexico, where there are some 1,350 Capuchin nuns in 73 monasteries. The monastery in Pueblo is a foundation of the
monastery in Amarillo. Together they form the Federation of Our Lady of the Angels.[12]

Appearance [edit]

The Capuchins are unique for a Catholic religious order in that the growing of natural, untrimmed beards features as part of its first Constitution,
which states as the reason, the beard is "manly, austere, natural, an imitation of Christ and the saints of our Order, and despised." This makes
the Capuchin friars stand out in particular from the secular clergy of the Latin Church, who have no rule on such matters. In more recent times,
since the Second Vatican Council, the beard has no longer been mandatory but is still common. Like other Franciscans, the friars wear a plain
brown tunic with a hood, a cord fastened around the waist, and sandals (or shoes).

Saints and Blesseds [edit]

Saints [edit]

Angelo d’Acri[13]

Bernard of Corleone[13]

Conrad of Parzham[14]

Crispin of Viterbo[13]

Fidelis of Sigmaringen[15]

Federico da Berga & 25 Companions
Felix of Cantalice
Felix of Nicosia[16]

Francis Mary of Camporossa[16]

Joseph of Leonessa[14]
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Felix of Cantalice, the first Capuchin
to be declared a saint by the Catholic
Church

Veronica Giuliani, a Capuchin Poor
Clares nun and mystic

Joseph of Leonessa[14]

Ignatius of Laconi[16]

Ignatius of Santhià
Leopoldo Mandić da Castelnovo
Lawrence of Brindisi
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina
Seraphin of Montegranaro

Blesseds [edit]

Anicet Kopliński
Arsenio da Trigolo
Benedetto da Urbino
Bernard of Offida
Diego José de Cádiz[14]

Fernando Olmedo Reguera
Geremia da Valacchia
Giacinto Longhin
Giacomo da Ghazir
Josep Tous Soler[15]

Innocenzo da Berzo
Leopold of Alpandeire[15]

Marco d'Aviano
Maria Maddalena Martinengo
Nicola da Gesturi
Honorat da Biała
Pietro da Benisia
Solanus Casey

Tommaso da Olera

Capuchin Poor Clares [edit]

Veronica Giuliani
Maria Angela Astorch
Florida Cevoli
Maria Teresa Kowalska[17]

Other notable Capuchins [edit]

Jeremiah Benettis, 18th-century Italian writer
Cesare Bonizzi, heavy-metal band leader and singer
Raniero Cantalamessa, author, speaker, and Preacher to the Papal Household
Charles J. Chaput, Archbishop of Philadelphia (2011–2020), Archbishop of Denver (1997–2011)
Patri Fidiel, Maltese poet
Seán Patrick O'Malley, Cardinal, Archbishop of Boston (2003–present)
Vinkenti Peev, Bulgarian priest
Lucian Pulvermacher, schismatic sedevacantist
Antonio de Sedella, Chief of the Spanish Inquisition in Louisiana (1788), rector of St. Louis Cathedral (1795–1829)
Emerich Sinelli, Prince-Bishop of Vienna (1681–85)
Yannis Spiteris, Archbishop of Corfu (2003–present)
Dávid Bartimej Tencer, Bishop of Reykjavik (2015–present)
François Leclerc du Tremblay, friar and politician referred to as "The Grey Eminence" (1577–1638)

References [edit]

Footnotes [edit]

1. There does not appear to be any modern general history of the Capuchin order as a whole, though there are histories of various
provinces and of the foreign missions. The references to this literature can be found in the article "Kapuzinerorden" in Wetzer und Welte,
Kirchenlexicon (2nd ed.), a general sketch on the subject.

2. Shorter sketches, with the needful references, are given in Max Heimbucher, Orden und Kongregationen (1896), i. § 4j~ and in Herzog-
Hauck, Realencyklopedie (3rd ed.), art. "Kapuziner."

3. Helyot's Hist. des ordres religieux (1792), vii. c. 24 and c. 27, gives an account of the Capuchins up to the end of the 17th century.
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Female

Adorers of the Blood of Christ (ASC) · Apostolic Carmel (AC) · Basilian Aleppian Sisters · Basilian Chouerite Sisters · Brigidines ·
Congregation of the Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (CSIC) ·
Congregation of the Franciscan Hospitaller Sisters of the Immaculate Conception (FHIC) · Daughters of Divine Love ·
Daughters of Mary of the Immaculate Conception · Daughters of the Holy Heart of Mary · Faithful Companions of Jesus · Felicians (CSSF) ·
Filippini Sisters (MPF) · Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus · Hijas de Jesús · Holy Spirit Adoration Sisters ·
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary · Little Sisters Disciples of the Lamb · Little Sisters of Jesus · Little Sisters of the Poor ·
Lovers of the Holy Cross · Marianites of Holy Cross (MSC) · Maryknoll Sisters (MM) ·
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God (SMIC) · Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (ICM) ·
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart · Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (MSC) · Oblate Sisters of Providence ·
Oblates of Jesus the Priest · Oblate Sisters of the Virgin Mary of Fatima (OMVF) · Order of Our Lady of Charity (ODNC) ·
Order of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary · Poor Clares (OSC) · Religious of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (RSCJ) ·
Religious of the Virgin Mary (RVM) · Servants of St. Joseph (SSJ) · Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament · Sisters of Charity ·
Sisters of Charity of Saints Bartolomea Capitanio and Vincenza Gerosa (SCCG) · Sisters of Christian Doctrine of Nancy (DC) ·
Sisters of the Cross and Passion · Sisters of the Destitute · Sisters of the Good Shepherd (RGS) · Sisters of Holy Cross ·
Sisters of the Holy Cross · Sisters of the Holy Family-Louisiana · Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary ·
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception · Sisters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary ·
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary · Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary · Sisters of Life (SV) · Sisters of Mercy (RSM) ·
Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods · Sisters of Saint Francis · Sisters of Saint Joseph · The Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace ·
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (RSJ) · Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres (SPC) · Society of the Helpers of the Holy Souls ·
Sisters of Social Service (sss) · Servants of the Blessed Sacrament (SSS) · Ursulines (OSU) · White SistersSee also: Third orders of Catholic laity ·  Catholicism portal

Franciscans
Organisations founded or inspired by Saint Francis (1181–1226)

General
Rule of Saint Francis · Rule of Saint Clare · Tau Cross (Franciscan Crown) · Custos (Custodian of the Holy Land · Fathers of the
Holy Sepulchre) · Minister General (List) · Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi · Assisi · Monte di Pietá · Franciscan missions to the
Maya · Studium Biblicum Franciscanum · Franciscans International · Franciscan spirituality in Protestantism

Orders
and groups

Order of Friars Minor · Order of Friars Minor Conventual · Order of Friars Minor Capuchin · Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate ·
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal · Poor Clares · Capuchin Poor Clares · Colettine Poor Clares · Conceptionists · Secular
Franciscan Order · Third Order of Saint Francis (Brothers and Sisters of Penance of Saint Francis) · Order of Minims · Militia
Immaculatae

Popes Gregory IX · Nicholas IV · Martin V · Sixtus IV · Sixtus V · Innocent XII · Clement XII · Clement XIV · Pius IX · Leo XIII · Pius X ·
Benedict XV · Pius XI · Pius XII · John XXIII

  Category ·  Catholicism portal

Categories: Order of Friars Minor Capuchin Religious organizations established in the 1520s 1520s establishments in the Papal States
Catholic religious orders established in the 16th century
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Benedictines

Order of Saint Benedict
Ordo Sancti Benedicti

Design on the obverse side of the Saint
Benedict Medal

Abbreviation OSB

Motto Ora et Labora
(Latin for 'Pray and Work')

Formation 529; 1491 years ago

Founder Benedict of Nursia

Founded at Subiaco Abbey

Type Catholic religious order

Headquarters Church of Sant'Anselmo
all'Aventino, Rome

Abbot
Primate

Gregory Polan

Main organ Benedictine Confederation

Parent
organization

Catholic Church

Website osb.org

Saint Benedict of Nursia (c. 480–
543). Detail from a fresco by Fra
Angelico (c. 1400–1455) in the Friary of
San Marco Florence.

Benedict of Aniane (747–
821).

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Order of Saint Benedict)

This article is about a monastic order of the Catholic Church. For similar monastic orders of the Eastern Orthodox Church, see Order of Saint Benedict (Orthodox). For similar monastic orders of
the Anglican Communion, see Order of St. Benedict (Anglican). For other uses, see Benedictine (disambiguation).
"O.S.B." redirects here. For other uses, see OSB.

The Benedictines, officially the Order of Saint Benedict (Latin: Ordo Sancti Benedicti, abbreviated as OSB), are a monastic religious order of the
Catholic Church following the Rule of Saint Benedict. They are also sometimes called the Black Monks, in reference to the colour of their religious
habits. They were founded by Saint Benedict of Nursia, a 6th-century monk who laid the foundations of Benedictine monasticism through the formulation
of his Rule of Saint Benedict.

Despite being called an order, the Benedictines do not operate under a single hierarchy but are instead organised as a collection of autonomous
monasteries; they do not have a superior general or motherhouse with universal jurisdiction. The order is represented internationally by the Benedictine
Confederation, an organisation set up in 1893 to represent the order's shared interests.
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Historical development [edit]

Main article: Benedict of Nursia

The monastery at Subiaco in Italy, established by Saint Benedict of Nursia c. 529, was the first of the dozen monasteries he founded. He later founded the
Abbey of Monte Cassino. There is no evidence, however, that he intended to found an order and the Rule of Saint Benedict presupposes the autonomy of
each community. When Monte Cassino was sacked by the Lombards about the year 580, the monks fled to Rome, and it seems probable that this constituted
an important factor in the diffusion of a knowledge of Benedictine monasticism.[1]

It was from the monastery of St. Andrew in Rome that Augustine, the prior, and his forty companions set forth in 595 on their mission for the evangelization of
England. At various stopping places during the journey, the monks left behind them traditions concerning their rule and form of life, and probably also some
copies of the Rule. Lérins Abbey, for instance, founded by Honoratus in 375, probably received its first knowledge of the Benedictine Rule from the visit of St.
Augustine and his companions in 596.[1]

Gregory of Tours says that at Ainay Abbey, in the sixth century, the monks "followed the rules of Basil, Cassian, Caesarius, and other fathers, taking and
using whatever seemed proper to the conditions of time and place", and doubtless the same liberty was taken with the Benedictine Rule when it reached
them. In Gaul and Switzerland, it supplemented the much stricter Irish or Celtic Rule introduced by Columbanus and others. In many monasteries it eventually
entirely displaced the earlier codes.[1]

By the ninth century, however, the Benedictine had become the standard form of monastic life throughout the whole of
Western Europe, excepting Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, where the Celtic observance still prevailed for another century or
two.[1] Largely through the work of Benedict of Aniane, it became the rule of choice for monasteries throughout the
Carolingian empire.[2]

Monastic scriptoria flourished from the ninth through the twelfth centuries. Sacred Scripture was always at the heart of every monastic scriptorium. As a general rule
those of the monks who possessed skill as writers made this their chief, if not their sole active work. An anonymous writer of the ninth or tenth century speaks of six
hours a day as the usual task of a scribe, which would absorb almost all the time available for active work in the day of a medieval monk.[3]

In the Middle Ages monasteries were often founded by the nobility. Cluny Abbey was founded by William I, Duke of Aquitaine in 910. The abbey was noted for its strict
adherence to the Rule of St. Benedict. The abbot of Cluny was the superior of all the daughter houses, through appointed priors.[2]

One of the earliest reforms of Benedictine practice was that initiated in 980 by Romuald, who founded the Camaldolese community.

The dominance of the Benedictine monastic way of life began to decline towards the end of the twelfth century, which saw the rise of the Franciscans and Dominicans.[2] Benedictines took a fourth
vow of "stability", which professed loyalty to a particular foundation. Not being bound by location, the mendicants were better able to respond to an increasingly "urban" environment. This decline
was further exacerbated by the practice of appointing a commendatory abbot, a lay person, appointed by a noble to oversee and to protect the goods of the monastery. Often, however, this resulted
in the appropriation of the assets of monasteries at the expense of the community which they were intended to support.

England [edit]

The English Benedictine Congregation is the oldest of the nineteen Benedictine congregations. Augustine of Canterbury and his monks established the first English Benedictine monastery at
Canterbury soon after their arrival in 597. Other foundations quickly followed. Through the influence of Wilfrid, Benedict Biscop, and Dunstan, the Benedictine Rule spread with extraordinary rapidity,
and in the North it was adopted in most of the monasteries that had been founded by the Celtic missionaries from Iona. Many of the episcopal sees of England were founded and governed by the
Benedictines, and no fewer than nine of the old cathedrals were served by the black monks of the priories attached to them.[1] Monasteries served as hospitals and places of refuge for the weak and
homeless. The monks studied the healing properties of plants and minerals to alleviate the sufferings of the sick.[4]

Germany was evangelized by English Benedictines. Willibrord and Boniface preached there in the seventh and eighth centuries and founded several abbeys.[1]

In the English Reformation, all monasteries were dissolved and their lands confiscated by the Crown, forcing their Catholic members to flee into exile on the Continent. During the 19th century they
were able to return to England, including to Selby Abbey in Yorkshire, one of the few great monastic churches to survive the Dissolution.

St. Mildred's Priory, on the Isle of Thanet, Kent, was built in 1027 on the site of an abbey founded in 670 by the daughter of the first Christian King of Kent.
Currently the priory is home to a community of Benedictine nuns. Five of the most notable English abbeys are the Basilica of St Gregory the Great at
Downside, commonly known as Downside Abbey, The Abbey of St Edmund, King and Martyr commonly known as Douai Abbey in Upper Woolhampton,
Reading, Berkshire, Ealing Abbey in Ealing, West London, and Worth Abbey.[5][6] Prinknash Abbey, used by Henry VIII as a hunting lodge, was officially
returned to the Benedictines four hundred years later, in 1928. During the next few years, so-called Prinknash Park was used as a home until it was returned
to the order.[7]
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The two sides of a Saint Benedict
Medal

Benedictine monks singing
Vespers on Holy Saturday in
Morristown, New Jersey, U.S.

St. Lawrence's Abbey in Ampleforth, Yorkshire was founded in 1802. In 1955, Ampleforth set up a daughter house, a priory at St. Louis, Missouri which
became independent in 1973 and became Saint Louis Abbey in its own right in 1989.[8]

As of 2015, the English Congregation consists of three abbeys of nuns and ten abbeys of monks. Members of the congregation are found in England, Wales,
the United States of America, Peru and Zimbabwe.[9]

In England there are also houses of the Subiaco Cassinese Congregation: Farnborough, Prinknash, and Chilworth: the Solesmes Congregation, Quarr and St Cecilia's on the Isle of Wight, as well
as a diocesan monastery following the Rule of St Benedict: The Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury .

Since the Oxford Movement, there has also been a modest flourishing of Benedictine monasticism in the Anglican Church and Protestant Churches. Anglican Benedictine Abbots are invited guests
of the Benedictine Abbot Primate in Rome at Abbatial gatherings at Sant'Anselmo.[10] There are an estimated 2,400 celibate Anglican Religious (1,080 men and 1,320 women) in the Anglican
Communion as a whole, some of whom have adopted the Rule of St. Benedict.

In 1168 local Benedictine monks instigated the anti-semitic blood libel of Harold of Gloucester as a template for explaining later deaths. According to historian Joe Hillaby, the Benedictine blood libel
of Harold was crucially important because for the first time an unexplained child death occurring near the Easter festival was arbitrarily linked to Jews in the vicinity by local Christian churchmen:
"they established a pattern quickly taken up elsewhere. Within three years the first ritual murder charge was made in France."[11]

Monastic Libraries in England [edit]

The forty-eighth rule of Saint Benedict prescribes extensive and habitual "holy reading" for the brethren.[12] Three primary types of reading were done by the monks during this time. Monks would
read privately during their personal time, as well as publicly during services and at meal times. In addition to these three mentioned in the Rule, monks would also read in the infirmary.

However, Benedictine monks were disallowed worldly possessions, thus necessitating the preservation and collection of sacred texts in monastic libraries for communal use.[13] For the sake of
convenience, the books in the monastery were housed in a few different places, namely the sacristy, which contained books for the choir and other liturgical books, the rectory, which housed books
for public reading such as sermons and lives of the saints, and the library, which contained the largest collection of books and was typically in the cloister.

The first record of a monastic library in England is in Canterbury. To assist with Augustine of Canterbury's English mission, Pope Gregory the Great gave him nine books which included the
Gregorian Bible in two volumes, the Psalter of Augustine, two copies of the Gospels, two martyrologies, an Exposition of the Gospels and Epistles, and a Psalter.[14]:23–25 Theodore of Tarsus brought
Greek books to Canterbury more than seventy years later, when he founded a school for the study of Greek.[14]:26

France [edit]

Monasteries were among the institutions of the Catholic Church swept away during the French Revolution. Monasteries were again allowed to form in the 19th century under the Bourbon
Restoration. Later that century, under the Third French Republic, laws were enacted preventing religious teaching. The original intent was to allow secular schools. Thus in 1880 and 1882,
Benedictine teaching monks were effectively exiled; this was not completed until 1901.[15][16][17][18]

Germany [edit]

Saint Blaise Abbey in the Black Forest of Baden-Württemberg is believed to have been founded around the latter part of the tenth century. Other houses either reformed by, or founded as priories
of, St. Blasien were: Muri Abbey (1082), Ochsenhausen Abbey (1093), Göttweig Abbey (1094), Stein am Rhein Abbey (before 1123) and Prüm Abbey (1132). It also had significant influence on the
abbeys of Alpirsbach (1099), Ettenheimmünster (1124) and Sulzburg (ca. 1125), and the priories of Weitenau (now part of Steinen, ca. 1100), Bürgel (before 1130) and Sitzenkirch (ca. 1130).

Switzerland [edit]

The abbey of Our Lady of the Angels was founded in 1120.

United States [edit]

The first Benedictine to live in the United States was Pierre-Joseph Didier. He came to the United States in 1790 from Paris and served in the Ohio and St. Louis areas until his death. The first actual
Benedictine monastery founded was Saint Vincent Archabbey, located in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. It was founded in 1832 by Boniface Wimmer, a German monk, who sought to serve German
immigrants in America. In 1856, Wimmer started to lay the foundations for St. John's Abbey in Minnesota. In 1876, Father Herman Wolfe, of Saint Vincent Archabbey established Belmont Abbey in
North Carolina.[19] By the time of his death in 1887, Wimmer had sent Benedictine monks to Kansas, New Jersey, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Illinois, and Colorado.[20]

Wimmer also asked for Benedictine sisters to be sent to America by St. Walburg Convent in Eichstätt, Bavaria. In 1852, Sister Benedicta Riepp and two other sisters founded St. Marys,
Pennsylvania. Soon they would send sisters to Michigan, New Jersey, and Minnesota.[20]

By 1854, Swiss monks began to arrive and founded St. Meinrad Abbey in Indiana, and they soon spread to Arkansas and Louisiana. They were soon followed by Swiss sisters.[20]

There are now over 100 Benedictine houses across America. Most Benedictine houses are part of one of four large Congregations: American-Cassinese, Swiss-American, St. Scholastica, and St.
Benedict. The congregations mostly are made up of monasteries that share the same lineage. For instance the American-Cassinese congregation included the 22 monasteries that descended from
Boniface Wimmer.[21]

Benedictine vow and life [edit]

Main article: Rule of Saint Benedict

The sense of community was a defining characteristic of the order since the beginning.[22] Section 17 in chapter 58 of the Rule of Saint Benedict states the
solemn promise candidates for reception into a Benedictine community are required to make: a promise of stability (i.e. to remain in the same community),
conversatio morum (an idiomatic Latin phrase suggesting "conversion of manners"; see below) and obedience to the community's superior.[23] This solemn
commitment tends to be referred to as the "Benedictine vow" and is the Benedictine antecedent and equivalent of the evangelical counsels professed by
candidates for reception into a religious order.

Much scholarship over the last fifty years has been dedicated to the translation and interpretation of "conversatio morum". The older translation "conversion
of life" has generally been replaced with phrases such as "[conversion to] a monastic manner of life", drawing from the Vulgate's use of conversatio as a
translation of "citizenship" or "homeland" in Philippians 3:20. Some scholars have claimed that the vow formula of the Rule is best translated as "to live in this
place as a monk, in obedience to its rule and abbot."

Benedictine abbots and abbesses have full jurisdiction of their abbey and thus absolute authority over the monks or nuns who are resident. This authority
includes the power to assign duties, to decide which books may or may not be read, to regulate comings and goings, and to punish and to excommunicate, in
the sense of an enforced isolation from the monastic community.

A tight communal timetable – the horarium – is meant to ensure that the time given by God is not wasted but used in God's service, whether for prayer, work, meals, spiritual reading or sleep.

Although Benedictines do not take a vow of silence, hours of strict silence are set, and at other times silence is maintained as much as is practically possible. Social conversations tend to be limited
to communal recreation times. But such details, like the many other details of the daily routine of a Benedictine house that the Rule of St Benedict leaves to the discretion of the superior, are set out
in its 'customary'. A ' customary' is the code adopted by a particular Benedictine house, adapting the Rule to local conditions.[24]

In the Roman Catholic Church, according to the norms of the 1983 Code of Canon Law, a Benedictine abbey is a "religious institute" and its members are therefore members of the consecrated life.
While Canon Law 588 §1 explains that Benedictine monks are "neither clerical nor lay", they can, however, be ordained.

Some monasteries adopt a more active ministry in living the monastic life, running schools or parishes; others are more focused on contemplation, with more of an emphasis on prayer and work
within the confines of the cloister.

Organization [edit]

Benedictine monasticism is fundamentally different from other Western religious orders insofar as its individual communities are not part of a religious order with "Generalates" and "Superiors
General". Each Benedictine house is independent and governed by an abbot.

In modern times, the various groups of autonomous houses (national, reform, etc.) have formed themselves loosely into congregations (for example, Cassinese, English, Solesmes, Subiaco,
Camaldolese, Sylvestrines). These, in turn, are represented in the Benedictine Confederation that came into existence through Pope Leo XIII's Apostolic Brief "Summum semper" on 12 July 1893.[25]

This organization facilitates dialogue of Benedictine communities with each other and the relationship between Benedictine communities and other religious orders and the church at large. The
Abbot Primate resides at the Monastery of Sant’ Anselmo in Rome.[26]

In 1313 Bernardo Tolomei established the Order of Our Lady of Mount Olivet. The community adopted the Rule of St. Benedict and received canonical approval in 1344. The Olivetans are part of
the Benedictine Confederation.

Other orders [edit]

The Rule of Saint Benedict is also used by a number of religious orders that began as reforms of the Benedictine tradition such as the Cistercians and Trappists. These groups are separate
congregations and not members of the Benedictine Confederation.

Although Benedictines are traditionally Catholic, there are also some communities that claim adherence to the Rule of Saint Benedict within the Anglican Communion, Eastern Orthodox
Church,[27][28] and Lutheran Church.[29]
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Saint Boniface (c. 680–
750), Pope Gregory I (c. 540–
604, pope 590–604), Adalbert
of Egmond (8th century) and
priest Jeroen van Noordwijk,
depicted in a 1529 painting by
Jan Joostsz van Hillegom
currently on display at the
Frans Hals Museum

Late Gothic sculpture of
Rupert of Salzburg (c. 660–
710)

Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090–1153) featured in a
13th-century illuminated
manuscript

A Carolingian manuscript,
c. 840, depicting Rabanus
Maurus (left), supported by
Alcuin (middle), presenting
his work to Otgar of Mainz

Self portrait of Matthew
Paris (c.1200–59)

Abbot Suger (c.1081–
1135) in a medieval stained-
glass window

Dom Pérignon

Notable Benedictines [edit]

Saints and Blesseds [edit]

Pope Gregory I (c. 540–604, r. 590–604)
Augustine of Canterbury (d. 604)
Saint Boniface (c. 680–755)
Willibrord (c. 658–739)
Rupert of Salzburg (c. 660–710)
Suitbert of Kaiserwerdt (d. 713)
Saint Sturm (c. 705–79)
Ansgar (801–65)
Wolfgang of Regensburg (934–994)
Adalbert of Prague (c. 956–97)
Gerard of Csanád (c. 980–1046)[1]

Pope Gregory VII (c. 1020–85, r. 1073–85)
Pope Victor III (c. 1026–87, r. 1086–87)
Pope Celestine V (1215–96, r. 1294)
Pope Urban V (1310–70, r. 1362–70)
Saint Barlow (1585-1641)

Pope Pius VII (1742–1823, r. 1800–23); Servant of God

Monks [edit]

Popes [edit]

Pope Sylvester II (c. 946–1003, r. 999–1003)
Pope Paschal II (d. 1118, r. 1099–1118)
Pope Gelasius II (d. 1119, r. 1118–19)
Pope Clement VI (1291–1352, r. 1342–52)
Pope Gregory XVI (1765–1846, r. 1831–46)[1]

Founders of abbeys and congregations and prominent reformers [edit]

Earconwald (c. 630–93)
Benedict Biscop (c. 628–90)
Leudwinus (c. 665–713)
Benedict of Aniane (747–821)
Dunstan (909–88)
Berno of Cluny (c. 850–927)
Odo of Cluny (c. 878–942)
Majolus of Cluny (c. 906–94)
Odilo of Cluny (c. 962–c. 1048)
Walter of Pontoise (c. 1030–c. 1099)
Bernard of Cluny (d. 1109)
Peter the Venerable (c. 1092–1156)
Romuald (c. 956–c. 1026)
Robert of Molesme (c. 1028–1111)
Alberic of Cîteaux (d. 1109)
Stephen Harding (d. 1134)
Bernard of Clairvaux (1090–1153)
William of Hirsau (c. 1030–91)
John Gualbert (995–1073)
Stephen of Obazine (1084–1154)
Robert of Arbrissel (c. 1045–1116)
William of Montevergine (1085–1142)
Nicholas Justiniani (fl.1153-1179)
Sylvester Gozzolini (1177–1267)
Bernardo Tolomei (1272–1348)
Laurent Bénard (1573–1620)
Prosper Guéranger (1805–1875)
Jean-Baptiste Muard (1809–1854)
Boniface Wimmer (1809–1887)
Maurus Wolter (1825–1890)
Martin Marty (1834–1896)[1]

Andreas Amrhein (1844–1927)
Lambert Beauduin (1873–1960)

Anscar Vonier (1875-1938) Supervised the reconstruction of Buckfast Abbey
Margit Slachta (or Schlachta, 1884–1974)

Scholars, historians, and spiritual writers [edit]

Jonas of Bobbio (600-659)
Bede (673–735)
Aldhelm (c. 639–709)
Alcuin (d. 804)
Rabanus Maurus (c. 780–856)
Paschasius Radbertus (785–865)
Ratramnus (d. 866)
Walafrid Strabo (c. 808–49)
Notker Labeo (c. 950–1022)
Guido of Arezzo (991–1050)
Hermann of Reichenau (1013–54)
Paul the Deacon (c. 720–99)
Hincmar (806–82)
Saint Maurus of Pécs (c. 1000–c. 1075)
Peter Damian (c. 1007–72)
Lanfranc (c 1005–89)
Anselm of Canterbury (c 1033–1109)
Eadmer (c 1060–c1126)
Florence of Worcester (d. 1118)
Symeon of Durham (d. 1130)
Jocelyn de Brakelond (d. 1211)
Matthew Paris (c. 1200–59)
William of Malmesbury (c. 1095–c. 1143)

Germain Morin (1861–1946)
John Chapman (1865–1933)
Cuthbert Butler (1858–1934)
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Cardinal Schuster.

Gervase of Canterbury (c. 1141–c. 1210)
Roger of Wendover (d. 1236)
Peter the Deacon (d. 1140)
Adam Easton (d. 1397)
Honoré Bonet (c. 1340–c1410)
John Lydgate (c. 1370–c. 1451)
John Whethamstede (d. 1465)
Johannes Trithemius (1462–1516)
Louis de Blois (1506–66)
Benedict van Haeften (1588–1648)
Augustine Baker (1575–1641)
Jean Mabillon (1632-1707)
Mariano Armellino (1657–1737)
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Maurists [edit]
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Thierry Ruinart (1657–1709)
François Lamy (1636–1711)
Pierre Coustant (1654–1721)
Edmond Martène (1654–1739)
Ursin Durand (1682–1771)
Bernard de Montfaucon (1655–1741)

Bishops and martyrs [edit]

Saint Ernest (d. 1148)
Laurence of Canterbury (d. 619)
Mellitus (d. 624)
Justus (d. 627)
Paulinus of York (d. 644)
Leudwinus (c. 665–713)
Oda of Canterbury (d. 958)
Bertin (c. 615–c. 709)
Wilfrid (c. 633–c. 709)
Cuthbert (c. 634–87)
John of Beverley (d. 721)
Swithun (d. 862)
Æthelwold of Winchester (d. 984)
Edmund Rich (1175–1240)
Abbot Suger (c. 1081–1151)
John Beche (d. 1539)
Richard Whiting (d. 1539)
Hugh Cook Faringdon (d. 1539)
Sigebert Buckley (c. 1520–c. 1610)
John Roberts (1577-1610)
Gabriel Gifford (1554–1629)
Alban Roe (1583-1642)
Philip Michael Ellis (1652–1726)
Charles Walmesley (1722–97)
William Placid Morris (1794–1872)
John Polding (1794–1877)
William Bernard Ullathorne (1806–89)
Roger Vaughan (1834–83)
Guglielmo Sanfelice d'Acquavilla (1834–1897)[1]

Joseph Pothier (1835–1923)
John Cuthbert Hedley (1837–1915)

Twentieth century [edit]

Lambert Beauduin (1873–1960)
Bl. Alfredo Schuster (1880–1954)
Bede Griffiths (1906–1993)
Paul Augustin Mayer (1911–2010)
Hans Hermann Groër (1919–2003)
Basil Hume (1923–1999)
Rembert Weakland (1927–)
Daniel M. Buechlein (1938-2018)
Jerome Hanus (1940-)
Anselm Grün (1945–)

Knut Ansgar Nelson (1906-1990)

Nuns [edit]

Scholastica (c. 480–547)
Æthelthryth (c. 636–79)
Hilda of Whitby (c. 614–80)
Werburh (d. 699)
Mildrith (d. early 7th century)
Saint Walpurga (c. 710–79)
Wulfthryth of Wilton (c. 937–1000)
Saint Edith of Wilton (c. 961–984)
Hildegard of Bingen (1098–1179)
Gertrude the Great (1256–c. 1302)[1]

Teresa Forcades (1966–)
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Abbot of Montserrat

Bonifatius Becker
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Gertrude the Great (1256–c. 1302)[1]

Joan Chittister (1936-)
Noella Marcellino (1951-)

Oblates [edit]

Benedictine Oblates endeavor to embrace the spirit of the Benedictine vow in their own life in the world.[31] Oblates are affiliated with a particular monastery.

Emperor Henry II (972–1024)
Frances of Rome (1384–1440)
Joris-Karl Huysmans (1848–1907)[1]

Jacques Maritain (1882–1973)
Romano Guardini (1885–1968)
Dorothy Day (1897–1980)
Walker Percy (1916–1990)

Kathleen Norris (1947– )

See also [edit]

Dom Pierre Pérignon
Benedictine Confederation
Catholic religious order
Cistercians
French Romanesque architecture
Sisters of Social Service
Trappists
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Saint Orentius
Martyr

Died 304

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,
Eastern Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-congregation

Feast 24 June

Controversy Removed from the Roman
Martyrology in 1970

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Orentius was one of seven brothers, which included Cyriacus,
Firminus, Firmus, Heros, Longinus, and Pharnacius. They
were all soldiers in the Roman Army, who lost their positions for
being Christians. They all suffered martyrdom, during the
persecutions of co-Emperor Maximian.[1]
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Saint Lawrence

Saint Lawrence

Lawrence before Valerianus, detail from a
fresco by Bl. Fra Angelico, c. 1447–50,

Pinacoteca Vaticana

Martyr
Born 31 December AD 225[1]

Valencia[2] or less likely Osca,
Hispania (modern-day Spain)

Died 10 August AD 258 (aged 32)
Rome

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodoxy
Anglican Communion
Lutheranism

Canonized Pre-congregation

Major shrine Basilica di San Lorenzo fuori le
Mura in Rome

Feast 10 August

Attributes Usually holding a gridiron and
wearing a dalmatic

Patronage Rome, Grosseto, Rotterdam
(Netherlands), Huesca (Spain),
San Lawrenz, Gozo and Birgu
(Malta), Barangay San Lorenzo
San Pablo (Philippines),
Canada, Colombo City,
comedians, archivists,
librarians, students, miners,
tanners, chefs, Balagtas,
Bulacan, Balangiga, Eastern
Samar, roasters, poor,
firefighters

St. Lawrence Distributing the Treasures of the
Church by Bernardo Strozzi

The Martyrdom of St Lawrence by Orazio
Borgianni

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Orentius and Patientia)

This article is about the 3rd-century Christian martyr. For other people or places called Saint Lawrence, see Saint Lawrence (disambiguation).
See also: San Lorenzo

Saint Lawrence or Laurence (Latin: Laurentius, lit. "laurelled"; 31 December AD 225[1] – 10 August 258) was one of the seven deacons of the city of
Rome, Italy, under Pope Sixtus II who were martyred in the persecution of the Christians that the Roman Emperor Valerian ordered in 258. Lawrence
encountered the future Pope Sixtus II, who was of Greek origin and one of the most famous and highly esteemed teachers, in Caesaraugusta (today
Zaragoza). Eventually, both left Spain for Rome. When Sixtus became the Pope in 257, he ordained Lawrence as a deacon, and though Lawrence was
still young appointed him first among the seven deacons who served in the cathedral church.
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Life [edit]

Lawrence is thought to have been born on December 31, AD 225,[1] in Valencia, or less probably, in Huesca, the town from which his parents came in
the later region of Aragon that was then part of the Roman province of Hispania Tarraconensis.[2] The martyrs Orentius (Modern Spanish: San Orencio)
and Patientia (Modern Spanish: Santa Paciencia) are traditionally held to have been his parents.[3][4]

Lawrence encountered the future Pope Sixtus II, who was of Greek origin and one of the most famous and highly esteemed teachers, in Caesaraugusta
(today Zaragoza). Eventually, both left Spain for Rome. When Sixtus became the Pope in 257, he ordained Lawrence as a deacon, and though
Lawrence was still young appointed him first among the seven deacons who served in the cathedral church. He is therefore called "archdeacon of
Rome", a position of great trust that included the care of the treasury and riches of the Church and the distribution of alms to the indigent.[5]

St Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, notes that Roman authorities had established a norm according to
which all Christians who had been denounced must be executed and their goods confiscated by the
Imperial treasury. At the beginning of August 258, the Emperor Valerian issued an edict that all
bishops, priests, and deacons should immediately be put to death. Pope Sixtus II was captured on 6
August 258, at the cemetery of St Callixtus while celebrating the liturgy and executed forthwith.[6]

After the death of Sixtus, the prefect of Rome demanded that Lawrence turn over the riches of the
Church. St Ambrose is the earliest source for the narrative that Lawrence asked for three days to
gather the wealth.[7] He worked swiftly to distribute as much Church property to the indigent as
possible, so as to prevent its being seized by the prefect. On the third day, at the head of a small
delegation, he presented himself to the prefect, and when ordered to deliver the treasures of the
Church he presented the indigent, the crippled, the blind, and the suffering, and declared that these
were the true treasures of the Church.[8] One account records him declaring to the prefect, "The
Church is truly rich, far richer than your emperor." This act of defiance led directly to his martyrdom and can be compared to the parallel Roman
tale of the jewels of Cornelia.

On 10 August, Lawrence, the last of the seven deacons, and therefore, the ranking Church official, suffered a martyr's death.[9]

Martyrdom [edit]

As deacon in Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the material goods of the Church and the distribution of alms to the poor.[8] Ambrose of Milan relates that when the treasures of the Church were
demanded of Lawrence by the prefect of Rome, he brought forward the poor, to whom he had distributed the treasure as alms.[9] "Behold in these poor persons the treasures which I promised to
show you; to which I will add pearls and precious stones, those widows and consecrated virgins, which are the Church's crown."[5] The prefect was so angry that he had a great gridiron prepared with
hot coals beneath it, and had Lawrence placed on it, hence Lawrence's association with the gridiron. After the martyr had suffered pain for a long time, the legend concludes, he cheerfully declared:
"I'm well done on this side. Turn me over!"[8][10] From this St. Lawrence derives his patronage of cooks, chefs, and comedians.

Lawrence was sentenced at San Lorenzo in Miranda, imprisoned in and baptized fellow prisoners at San Lorenzo in Fonte, martyred at San Lorenzo in Panisperna, and was buried in San Lorenzo
fuori le Mura. The Almanac of Filocalus for 354 states that he was buried in the Catacomb of Cyriaca on the Via Tiburtina[9] by Hippolytus and Justin the Confessor, a presbyter. One of the early
sources for his martyrdom was the description of Aurelius Prudentius Clemens in his Peristephanon, Hymn 2.

Historian Patrick J. Healy opines that the traditional account of how Lawrence was martyred is "not worthy of credence",[11][page needed] as the slow
lingering death cannot be reconciled "with the express command contained in the edict regarding bishops, priests, and deacons (animadvertantur)
which ordinarily meant decapitation."[11][page needed] A theory of how the tradition arose is proposed that as the result of a mistake in transcription, the
omission of the letter "p" – "by which the customary and solemn formula for announcing the death of a martyr – passus est ["he suffered," that is,
was martyred] – was made to read assus est [he was roasted]."[11][page needed] The Liber Pontificalis, which is held to draw from sources independent
of the existing traditions and Acta regarding Lawrence, uses passus est concerning him, the same term it uses for Pope Sixtus II, who was martyred
by decapitation during the same persecution 4 days earlier.[11][page needed]

Emperor Constantine I is held to have erected a small oratory in honour of Lawrence, which was a station on the itineraries of the graves of the
Roman martyrs by the seventh century. Pope Damasus I rebuilt or repaired the church, now the Basilica di San Lorenzo fuori le Mura, while the
Minor Basilica of San Lorenzo in Panisperna was erected over the site of his martyrdom. The gridiron of the martyrdom was placed by Pope Paschal
II in the Minor Basilica of San Lorenzo in Lucina.[citation needed]

Associated Roman churches [edit]

The Roman Catholic Church erected six churches on the sites in Rome traditionally associated with his martyrdom:

Minor Basilica of St Lawrence in Damaso (Basilica Minore di San Lorenzo in Damaso): site where he performed his duties as deacon of Rome;
Minor Basilica of St Mary in Domnica alla Navicella (Basilica Minore di Santa Maria in Domnica alla Navicella): site where he customarily
distributed alms to the indigent;
Annexed Church of St Lawrence in Miranda (Chiesa Annessa San Lorenzo de’ Speziali in Miranda): site of his sentencing and condemnation by
the Prefect of Rome;
Annexed Church of St Lawrence in Fonte (Chiesa Annessa San Lorenzo in Fonte): site of his imprisonment by the centurion Ippolito and of the fountain in which the Saint baptized his fellow
prisoners;
Church of St Lawrence in Panisperna (Chiesa di San Lorenzo in Panisperna): site of his actual martyrdom/death and the oven used to roast him to death; and
Papal Minor Basilica of St Lawrence outside the Walls (Basilica Minore Papale di San Lorenzo fuori le Mura: site of his burial and sepulchre.

Also in Rome are three other significant churches that are dedicated to Saint Lawrence but not associated with his life:
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St. Lawrence in stained glass
window by Franz Mayer & Co.. He is
holding a palm branch, a symbol for
martyrdom, and a griddle, the
instrument of his death.

The stone on which St Lawrence's
body was laid after death, in San
Lorenzo fuori le mura

The shrine containing the gridiron that
was used to roast St Lawrence to death
according to tradition is in the Church of San
Lorenzo in Lucina, Rome.

El Escorial, near Madrid, laid out in
a grid pattern resembling a gridiron.

Minor Basilica of St Lawrence in Lucina (Basilica Minore di San Lorenzo in Lucina), which possesses the relics of the gridiron on which and the chains with
which he was martyred;[12]

Church of St. Lawrence in Palatio ad Sancta Sanctorum, Pontifical Sanctuary of the Holy Stairs (Chiesa di San Lorenzo in Palatio ad Sancta Sanctorum,
Pontificio Santuario della Scala Santa), proximate to the Archbasilica of St. John in Laterano, which was originally a private Papal chapel when the edifice
that houses it was a Papal palace, and which housed some of the most precious relics of the Roman Catholic Church, hence the title "Sancta Sanctorum"
("Holy of Holies"); and
Church of St Lawrence in Piscibus (Chiesa di San Lorenzo in Piscibus), which is proximate to the Basilica of St. Peter.

Saint Lawrence Martyr Church in Redondo Beach, California

Miracles [edit]

The life and miracles of Lawrence were collected in The Acts of St Lawrence but those writings have been lost. The earliest existing documentation of
miracles associated with him is in the writings of Gregory of Tours (538–594), who mentions the following:

A priest named Fr. Sanctulus was rebuilding a church of St Lawrence, which had been attacked and burnt, and hired many workmen to
accomplish the job. At one point during the construction, he found himself with nothing to feed them. He prayed to St. Lawrence for help, and
looking in his basket he found a fresh, white loaf of bread. It seemed to him too small to feed the workmen, but in faith he began to serve it to the
men. While he broke the bread, it so multiplied that his workmen fed from it for ten days.[5][better source needed]

The mediaeval Church of St Mary Assumed (Chiesa di Santa Maria Assunta) in the small commune of Amaseno, Lazio, Italy houses the famous reliquary of
the ampulla containing relics of Lawrence, namely a quantum of his blood, a fragment of his flesh, some fat and ashes. Tradition holds that annually, on the
Feast of St. Lawrence, and sometimes on other occasions, the blood in the ampulla miraculously liquefies during the Feast and re-coagulates by the following
day.[13][better source needed]

Veneration [edit]

Due to his conspiring to hide and protect the written documents of the Church, Lawrence is known as the patron saint
of archivists and librarians.[14]

Roman Catholic Church [edit]

Lawrence is one of the most widely venerated saints of the Roman Catholic Church. Legendary details of his death were known to Damasus, Prudentius,
Ambrose, and Augustine. Devotion to him was widespread by the fourth century. His liturgical celebration on 10 August has the rank of feast in the General
Roman Calendar, consistent with the oldest of Christian calendars, e. g. the Almanac of Philocalus for the year 354, the inventory of which contains the
principal feasts of the Roman martyrs of the middle of the fourth century. He remains one of the saints enumerated in the "Roman Canon" of the Holy Mass as
celebrated in the Latin Church.[citation needed]

Lawrence is especially honoured in the city of Rome, of which he is considered the third patron after St. Peter and St. Paul.[15] The church built over his
tomb, the Papal Minor Basilica di San Lorenzo fuori le Mura, became one of the seven principal churches of Rome and a favourite place of Roman
pilgrimages.[10] The area proximate to the Basilica di San Lorenzo fuori le Mura is named the "Quartiere San Lorenzo".[citation needed]

Because the Perseid Meteor Shower typically occurs annually in mid-August on or proximate to his feast day, some refer to the shower as the "Tears of St Lawrence".[5]

His intercession to God is invoked by librarians, archivists, comedians, cooks and tanners as their patron. He is the patron saint of Ampleforth Abbey,
whose Benedictine monks founded one of the world's leading public schools for Catholics, located in North Yorkshire (North East England).[citation needed]

On his feast the reliquary containing his burnt head is displayed in the St. Peter's Basilica for veneration.[citation needed]

Anglican Communion [edit]

Within Anglicanism Lawrence's name is traditionally spelled Laurence or Lawrence. His feast is on 10 August which is in the calendar of the Book of
Common Prayer, the volume of prayers which, in its 1662 format, was the founding liturgical document of a majority of Anglican provinces. In the Book of
Common Prayer the feast is titled "S Laurence, Archdeacon of Rome and Martyr". His feast on 10 August has been carried into the contemporary
calendars of most Anglican provinces,[16] including the Church of England,[17] which designates it as a lesser festival under the title "Laurence, deacon,
martyr, 258".

Anglo-Catholics venerate Lawrence, who is the patron of many Anglican parish churches, including 228 in England.[18][19] A major church in Sydney,
Australia, in the former civil parish of St Laurence, is known as "Christ Church St Laurence". The Anglican charitable society, Brotherhood of St Laurence
also bears his name.[citation needed]

Legacy [edit]

According to Francesco Moraglia the role of deacon is distinguished by service of the poor. He is destined both to the service of the table (corporal works of mercy) and to the service of the word
(spiritual works of mercy). "The beauty, power and the heroism of [d]eacons such as Lawrence help to discover and come to a deeper meaning of the special nature of the diaconal ministry."[6]

Many churches, schools, parishes, towns, and geographic features throughout the world are named for Lawrence of Rome. Depending on locality they are
named St. Lawrence, St. Laurence, San Lorenzo, St. Laurent, St. Lorenz or similarly in other languages. San Lorenzo del Escorial, the monastery built by
King Philip II of Spain, commemorates his victory at the Battle of St. Quentin (1557) on the Feast of St. Lawrence.[20] The monastery and the attached palace,
college, and library are laid out in a grid pattern that resembles the gridiron of Lawrence's martyrdom. The gridiron of Lawrence is also thought the basis of
the design of the Certosa di San Lorenzo di Padula, which is a monastery in Padula, Salerno, Italy. Two universities bear his name: St. Lawrence University
(non-Catholic) in Canton, St. Lawrence County, New York, United States, and St. Lawrence University in Kampala, Uganda.

On his second voyage, French explorer Jacques Cartier, arriving in the river estuary of the North American Great Lakes on the Feast of St. Lawrence in
1535, named it the Gulf of St. Lawrence.[21] The river emptying into the gulf was named the St. Lawrence River. Many names in what are now Québec and the
Maritime Provinces of Canada are references to this important seaway, e. g., the Laurentian mountains north of the city of Montreal, Saint-Laurent (borough),
Saint Lawrence Boulevard which spans the width of the Island of Montreal, and St. Lawrence County, New York, United States near Lake Ontario.

The rescue operation for the miners trapped in the 2010 Copiapó mining accident in Chile was named Operacíon San Lorenzo after Lawrence, patron saint of miners.[22]

In Freemasonry the Order of St. Lawrence the Martyr is a masonic degree whose ritual is based upon the story of Lawrence. It is one of the constituent degrees of the Allied Masonic Degrees.

Patronage [edit]

Against Fire
Against Lumbago
Archives and Archivists
Armouries and Armourers
Barbecues
Brewers
Butchers
Comedians
Cooks, chefs and restaurant owners
Cutlers
Deacons
Glaziers and stained glass workers
Laundry workers
Libraries and librarians
Miners
Paupers and poor people
Seminarians
Students
Tanners
Viticulturists, wine makers and wine sellers
Abano Terme, Italy
Alba, Italy
Angrogna, Italy
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Angrogna, Italy
Berzo Demo, Italy
Berzo Inferiore, Italy
Brissogne, Italy
Cabella Ligure, Italy
Camino, Italy
Canada
Cavatore, Italy
Chambave, Italy
Denice, Italy
Esbonderup, Denmark
Folgaria, Italy
Gamalero, Italy
Gross Gartach, Germany
Győrszemere, Hungary
Huesca, Spain
Il-Birgu, Malta
Limbazi, Latvia
Lund, Sweden
Montevarchi, Italy
Mortara, Italy
Naurod, Germany
Oldenburg, Lower Saxony, Germany
Pontinvrea, Italy
Rome
Rotterdam
San Lawrenz, Malta
Santena, Italy
Scala, Italy
Seravezza, Italy
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Gallery [edit]
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In popular culture [edit]

This section gives self-sourcing popular culture examples without describing their significance in the context of the article.
Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources that describe the examples' significance, and by removing less pertinent
examples. Unsourced or poorly sourced material may be challenged or removed. (October 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

In Fargo, season 1, episode 3, Lorne Malvo notes the stained glass window of St Lawrence in Stavros' office, in response to which Stavros narrates his martyrdom, in "A Muddy Road".

In the video game Dota 2 created by Valve, Lina the Slayer's dying voice line "Turn me over... I'm done" is a reference to Lawrence of Rome.[25]

In a scene in the 1992 film, Lorenzo's Oil, Augusto, Michaela, and Lorenzo tell a story about St Lawrence and refer to his Feast Day as "The Night of The Shooting Stars." [26]

See also [edit]

Saint Lawrence, patron saint archive

Several other saints were also named "Lawrence" (or the corresponding local variant), so one might also occasionally encounter something named after one of them. More information on these
topics can currently be accessed through disambiguation articles like:

Saint Lawrence (disambiguation)
San Lorenzo (disambiguation)
St. Laurence's Church (disambiguation)
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Orestes of Cappadocia from the Menologion of
Basil II (c. 1000 AD)

The Holy Martyrs Eustratius, Auxentius, Eugene,
Mardarius and Orestes

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Orestes of Cappadocia is venerated as a martyr by the
Eastern Orthodox Church, along with Eustratius,
Auxentius, Eugene, and Mardarius. Tradition states
that he was martyred during the reign of Diocletian.[1]
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Saint Orientius
Martyr

Died 5th century
Rome

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Canonized Pre-congregation

Feast 1 May

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Orientius was a Christian Latin poet of the fifth century.

Biography and work [edit]

He wrote the elegiac poem Commonitorium of 1036 verses
(divided into two books) describing the way to heaven, with
warnings against its hindrances. He was a Gaul (II, 184), who had
been converted after a life of sin (I, 405 sq.), was evidently an
experienced pastor, and wrote at a time when his country was
being devastated by the invasion of barbarians.

All this points to his identification with Orientius, Bishop of Augusta Ausciorum (Auch), who as a very old man
was sent by Theodoric I, King of the Goths, as ambassador to the Roman generals Flavius Aëtius and Litorius
in 439 ("Vita S. Orientii" in "Acta SS.", I May, 61).[1]

The Commonitorium quotes classical Roman poets —Virgil, Ovid, Catullus— and is perhaps influenced by
Prudentius. It exists in only one manuscript (Cod. Ashburnham. sæc. X), and is followed by some shorter
anonymous poems not by Orientius, and by two prayers in verse attributed to him.

The first complete edition was published by Martène, Veterum Scriptorum Monumenta, I (Rouen, 1700); then by
Andrea Gallandi, Bibliotheca veterum Patrum, X (Venice, 1774), 185-96, reprinted by J.P. Migne in Patrologia
Latina 61.977-1006. The best modern edition is by Ellis in the Corpus Scriptorum Eccl. Latinorum XVI (Vienna,
1888): "Poetæ Christiani minores", I, 191-261.
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1. ^ Catholic Encyclopedia: Auch

 Herbermann, Charles, ed. (1913). "Orientius" . Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton
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 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Herbermann, Charles, ed. (1913).
"Orientius". Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Company.

Authority control 

BNF: cb125475931  (data)  · GND: 100389694  · ISNI: 0000 0004 1998 0950  ·
LCCN: nr96043718  · NKC: mzk2002110380  · NTA: 074227726  · RERO: 02-A022612493  ·
SELIBR: 81793  · SUDOC: 034755098  · VIAF: 215835200  ·
WorldCat Identities: lccn-nr96043718

Categories: 5th-century Latin writers Bishops in Gaul Bishops of Auch Gallo-Roman saints
5th-century bishops 5th-century Gallo-Roman people 5th-century Roman poets

Article Talk Read Edit View history Search Wikipedia

Edit links

Main page
Contents
Current events
Random article
About Wikipedia
Contact us
Donate

Contribute

Help
Community portal
Recent changes
Upload file

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link
Page information
Cite this page
Wikidata item

Print/export

Download as PDF

Languages

Català
Deutsch
Ελληνικά
Español
Français
Italiano
Kiswahili
Latina
Magyar
Polski
Português
Русский

Not logged in Talk Contributions Create account Log in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar_of_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&action=edit&section=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elegiac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonitorium_(Orientius)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbarian_invasions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Augusta_Ausciorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodoric_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavius_A%C3%ABtius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Litorius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catullus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prudentius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mart%C3%A8ne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrea_Gallandi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J.P._Migne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrologia_Latina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corpus_Scriptorum_Ecclesiasticorum_Latinorum
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&action=edit&section=2
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&action=edit&section=3
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02067c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11305b.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Encyclopedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wikisource-logo.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_domain
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Catholic_Encyclopedia_(1913)/Orientius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Encyclopedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Authority_control
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q928522#identifiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BNF_(identifier)
https://catalogue.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb125475931
https://data.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb125475931
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GND_(identifier)
https://d-nb.info/gnd/100389694
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISNI_(identifier)
https://isni.org/isni/0000000419980950
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LCCN_(identifier)
https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/nr96043718
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Library_of_the_Czech_Republic
https://aleph.nkp.cz/F/?func=find-c&local_base=aut&ccl_term=ica=mzk2002110380&CON_LNG=ENG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Library_of_the_Netherlands
http://data.bibliotheken.nl/id/thes/p074227726
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RERO_(Library_Network_of_Western_Switzerland)
http://data.rero.ch/02-A022612493
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SELIBR_(identifier)
https://libris.kb.se/auth/81793
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SUDOC_(identifier)
https://www.idref.fr/034755098
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VIAF_(identifier)
https://viaf.org/viaf/215835200
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WorldCat_Identities
https://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-nr96043718
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Category
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:5th-century_Latin_writers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Bishops_in_Gaul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Bishops_of_Auch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Gallo-Roman_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:5th-century_bishops
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:5th-century_Gallo-Roman_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:5th-century_Roman_poets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyTalk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyContributions
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:CreateAccount&returnto=Orientius
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:UserLogin&returnto=Orientius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Orientius
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&action=edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&action=history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:Random
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://donate.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:FundraiserRedirector?utm_source=donate&utm_medium=sidebar&utm_campaign=C13_en.wikipedia.org&uselang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Community_portal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChanges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/Orientius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChangesLinked/Orientius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:SpecialPages
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&oldid=973064455
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&action=info
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:CiteThisPage&page=Orientius&id=973064455&wpFormIdentifier=titleform
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:EntityPage/Q928522
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:DownloadAsPdf&page=Orientius&action=show-download-screen
https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orenci_d%27Aush
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orientius_von_Auch
https://el.wikipedia.org/wiki/%CE%9F%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%AD%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orencio_de_Auch
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orens_d%27Auch
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orienzio
https://sw.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriensi
https://la.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orientius
https://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orientius
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriencjusz
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ori%C3%AAncio
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9E%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B9
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:EntityPage/Q928522#sitelinks-wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:General_disclaimer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orientius&mobileaction=toggle_view_mobile
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/How_to_contribute
https://stats.wikimedia.org/#/en.wikipedia.org
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Cookie_statement
https://wikimediafoundation.org/
https://www.mediawiki.org/


Orontius of Lecce

Saint Orontius

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Feast August 26

Attributes episcopal attire; smashed
pagan idols at his feet.[1]

Patronage Lecce (city and province); Ostuni;
Turi

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article relies largely or entirely on a single source. Relevant
discussion may be found on the talk page. Please help improve this article
by introducing citations to additional sources.
Find sources: "Orontius of Lecce" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR
(February 2017)

Saint Orontius of Lecce (Italian: Sant'Oronzo, Oronzio, Aronzo)
is venerated as a saint by the Roman Catholic Church, along with
two other figures associated with his legend, Fortunatus and
Justus. He is called the first bishop of Lecce.
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Legend [edit]

A twelfth-century manuscript records one version of Orontius’
legend.[1] Justus was a disciple of Saint Paul who on his way to
Rome when he was shipwrecked at Salento, on the beach of San
Cataldo. He converted two citizens of Rudiae (present-day Lecce),
Orontius and Fortunatus (Orontius was Fortunatus’ uncle), to
Christianity. Orontius' father, Publius, had been treasurer to the
emperor, and Orontius had succeeded him to this office.

Orontius and Fortunatus were denounced as Christians, and they
refused to sacrifice to the Roman gods. They were whipped and
incarcerated, but later went to Corinth, where Orontius met Saint
Paul, and was confirmed as the first bishop of Lecce, and
Fortunatus his successor. When they returned to Lecce, they were
once again persecuted by the authorities. The representative of
Nero, Antoninus, imprisoned Orontius and Fortunatus, threatening
to kill them if they did not reject their new religion. The two refused and managed to be released, and continued
to preach in the Salento and at Bari. They were finally arrested again by Antoninus and executed with an axe
three kilometers from Lecce, on 26 August.

Justus was also martyred.[1]

Veneration [edit]

In 1658, the separate feast days for Orontius, Fortunatus, and Justus were combined into one celebration.
Orontius enjoyed a wider cult than the other two saints, and his cult was popular in Salento, Apulia, and
Basilicata.[1] Many priests in Ostuni during the sixteenth century were named Rontius, a variant of Orontius.[1]

He was identified with the martyr Arontius of Potenza, who is recorded in the Martyrologium Hieronymianum.[1]

His cult in Lecce was reinvigorated by the fact that the ending of a plague there in 1656 was attributed to him.[1]

A spring of water near Ostuni, considered miraculous, was associated with the cult of Orontius[1]

Orontius is also venerated as the patron saint of the town of Turi. His legend states that he hid in a cave near
there. The ending of an outbreak of cholera in 1851 was attributed to him. He is also believed to have hidden in
a cave near Ostuni, and was patron saint of that city too, and a church and sanctuary were dedicated to him
there, and the procession known as Cavalcata di Sant'Oronzo is still celebrated there. Each year a three-day
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The Colonna di Sant'Oronzo, Lecce
(Column of St. Orontius), donated by
Brindisi to Lecce.
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festival in Ostuni is held from the 25 August to 27 August to honor him.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Blessed Ortolana of Assisi (sometimes spelled Hortulana, born in the 12th century – died before 1238 in
Assisi) – blessed of the Catholic Church. The nun of The Order of Saint Clare (Poor Clares). Wife of Favarone
Offreduccio, mother of Saint Clare of Assisi and Saint Agnes of Assisi. She joined The Monastery of San
Damiano after her husband's death.[1]
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1. ^ Święci na każdy dzień, Vera Schauber, Hanns Michael Schindler, Warszawa 2000, ISBN 83-7227-616-1 (PL)
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Osana

Saint Osana
Born 698[citation needed]

Deira, Northumbria

Died 750[citation needed]

Howden, Yorkshire

Venerated in Roman Catholicism
Eastern Orthodoxy

Feast 18 June

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Osana (698–750)[citation needed] was a Northumbrian princess,
whose local following as a saint developed informally after her
death, though she was never officially canonised. Centuries after
her death, she was described by the Norman-Welsh chronicler
Giraldus Cambrensis (died 1223)[1] as the sister of King Osred I of
Northumbria, which would make her the daughter of King Aldfrith of
Northumbria. Osana was depicted by Giraldus as inflicting a
miraculous flagellation from her grave in Howden, Yorkshire, upon
a concubine of the priest[2] of the collegiate church there, a moral
tale intended to inculcate clerical celibacy. Celibacy of the Anglo-Saxon clergy was not expected in Osana's
time;[3] when it began to be enforced from the top at even the higher levels, with Archbishop Anselm's council of
London, 1102,[4] it continued to be resisted in Britain,[5] though it was a central objective of Gregorian reform.

Giraldus records

"In the north of England beyond the Humber, in the church of Hovedene, the concubine of the
rector incautiously sat down on the tomb of St. Osana, sister of king Osred, which projected like a
wooden seat; on wishing to retire, she could not be removed, until the people came to her
assistance; her clothes were rent, her body was laid bare, and severely afflicted with many strokes
of discipline, even till the blood flowed; nor did she regain her liberty, until by many tears and
sincere repentance she had showed evident signs of compunction."[6]

There had been no previous record of Osana. On the authority of Giraldus Cambrensis, the Bollandists named
18 June a feast for Osana.[7] Relics of Osana are known to be preserved in a church in the
Netherlands.[citation needed]

Notes [edit]

1. ^ Giraldus Cambrensis, The Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin through Wales II.2
2. ^ For the history of canon law regarding clerical concubines, see E. Jombart, Dictionnaire du Droit Canonique, vol.

III;1513-34, s.v. "Concubinage"
3. ^ E. Deanealy, Sidelights on the Anglo-Saxon Church (1962:134-36) gives evidence for the respectability of married

clergy in the Anglo-Saxon church; a concubine did not have the status of a wife, needless to say.
4. ^ Henry of Huntington's Historia Anglorum perhaps disingenuously reports the prohibition of 1102 as a novelty,

"something formerly not prohibited"; see Nancy Partner, "Henry of Huntingdon: Clerical Celibacy and the Writing of
History" Church History 42.4 (December 1973:467-475).

5. ^ C.N.L. Brooke, "Gregorian reform in action: clerical marriage in England, 1050-1200," Cambridge Historical
Journal 12.1 (1956:1-21).

6. ^ Giraldus Cambrensisus, on-line text .
7. ^ Giraldus Cambrensis 1978, pp. 64–65
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone
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West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen
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Osanna of Cattaro

Blessed Osanna of Cattaro 
(Ozana Kotorska)

Blessed Osanna of Cattaro

Virgin, Mystic, and Anchoress
Born Jovana Kosić

25 November 1493[1]

Relezi[2] or Kumano,[3]

Principality of Zeta

Died 27 April 1565 (aged 71)
Cattaro, Republic of Venice

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Beatified 1928 (cultus confirmed)
1934 (beatified) by Pope Pius XI

Feast April 27

Patronage Kotor, Montenegro

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Osanna of Cattaro (Serbian Cyrillic: Озана Которска,
romanized: Ozana Kotorska; 25 November 1493 – 27 April 1565)
was a Catholic visionary and anchoress from Cattaro. She was a
teenage convert from Orthodoxy[4] of Serbian descent from
Montenegro.[5] She became a Dominican tertiary and was
posthumously venerated as a saint in Kotor. She was later
beatified in 1934.
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Life [edit]

Osanna was born in the village of Relezi[2][5] in Zeta to an Eastern
Orthodox priestly family named Kosić and was baptized "Jovana" in
that tradition.[6][7] Her father was priest Pero Kosić and her uncle
was Marko Kosić, a monk with the name of "Makarije" who later
became Eastern Orthodox Bishop of Zeta. Her grandfather Aleksa
Kosić and her great grandfather Đuro Kosić were also Orthodox
priests. She was a shepherdess in her youth, and developed the
habit of spending her solitary hours in prayer. A story says that
one day while watching the flocks, she saw a child lying asleep on
the grass. Attracted by its beauty, she went to pick up the baby, but it disappeared, leaving Osanna with a
feeling of great loneliness.[3]

Osanna continued to witness these apparitions. When she was 14 years old, her visions began to be followed
by an odd desire to travel to the coastal Venetian town of Cattaro in Albania Veneta (Bay of Kotor, modern-day
Montenegro), where she felt she could pray better. Her mother did not understand, and grudgingly arranged a
position for Osanna as a servant to the wealthy Catholic Bucca family, who allowed the girl as much time as she
wished for church visits. In Cattaro, Osanna abandoned Eastern Orthodoxy and converted to Roman
Catholicism, and took the name Katarina (Catherine Cosie).[3][4] Osanna learned to read and write during her
free time. She read religious books in both Latin and Italian, especially the Bible.[2]

In her late teens, Osanna felt a call to live the life of an anchoress. Though she was considered very young for
such a calling, her spiritual director had her walled up in a cell built near Saint Bartholomew's church in Cattaro.
It had a window through which Osanna could hear Mass, and another window to which people would
occasionally come to ask for prayers or give food. Katarina made the customary promises of stability and the
door was sealed.[3]

After an earthquake destroyed her first hermitage, she moved to a cell at Saint Paul's church, and became a
Dominican tertiary, taking the name Osanna in memory of Blessed Osanna of Mantua. She would follow the
Dominican Rule for the last 52 years of her life. A group of Dominican sisters took up residence near her,
consulting her for guidance, and came to consider her their leader. Osanna soon had so many followers that a
convent was founded for them.[4]

In her tiny cell, it is said that Osanna received many visions. These included the Christ as an infant, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and several saints. Once the Devil appeared to her in the form of the Blessed Virgin and told her to
modify her penances. By obedience to her confessor, Osanna managed to penetrate this disguise and
vanquish this enemy.[3][4]

A convent of sisters founded at Cattaro regarded her as their foundress because of her prayers, although she
never actually saw the place. When the city was attacked on August 9, 1539 by Khair ad-Din Barbarossa, and
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Cattaro was threatened, the citizens of Cattaro ran to her for help.[2] They credited their deliverance to her
prayers and counsel. Again, her prayers were credited to saving them from the plague.[3]

Veneration [edit]

The incorrupt body of Osanna was kept in the Church of St. Paul until 1807, when the French Army converted
the church into a warehouse. Her body was then brought to the Church of St. Mary. The people of Kotor
venerated her as a saint. In 1905, the process for her beatification began in Kotor and was successfully
completed in Rome. In 1927, Pope Pius XI approved her cultus,[2] and in 1934, she was formally beatified.[4]

Over the course of her life, the people of Kotor came to call her "the trumpet of the Holy Spirit" and the "teacher
of mysticism." People from all walks of life came to her for advice, and she interceded particularly for peace in
the town and among feuding families. Therefore, she was also called "the Virgin Reconciler" and the "Angel of
Peace."[2]
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Osanna of Mantua

Bl. Osanna of Mantua, T.O.S.D.

The Blessed Virgin Mary in glory appearing to
the Blessed Osanna Andreasi
by Ippolito Andreasi (ca. 1575)

virgin, mystic and stigmatic
Born 17 January 1449

Carbonara di Po
March of Mantua, Holy Roman
Empire

Died 18 June 1505 (aged 56)
Mantua, March of Mantua,
Holy Roman Empire

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
(Dominican Order)

Beatified 24 November 1694 by Pope
Innocent XII

Major shrine Cathedral of Mantua
Mantua, Italy

Feast 18 June

Attributes Dominican tertiary wearing a
crown of thorns and surrounded
by rays of light; Dominican with
the devil under her feet; a broken
heart with a crucifix springing
from it; a lily; two angels, one
with a lily, one with a cross

Patronage school girls

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Osanna of Mantua (also Hosanna) (17 January 1449 – 18 June
1505) was an Italian Dominican tertiary who gained notice as a
stigmatic and mystic.
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Life [edit]

Osanna was the daughter of the nobles Niccolò Andreasi, whose
family had originated in Hungary,[1] and of Agnese Gonzaga.[2]

She was reported to have had a vision of angels at age six.[3]

Feeling called to consecrated life, she rejected a marriage
arranged by her father. Unable to explain her attraction to religious
life to her father, in 1463, at the age of 14, she secretly received
the religious habit of the Third Order of St. Dominic. She had been
drawn to this Order from her admiration of two members of the
Order, Catherine of Siena, and her contemporary, Friar Girolamo
Savonarola, who both represented to her lives of strict self-
denial.[4]

Returning home, Osanna explained that she had made a religious
vow and had to wear it until she had fulfilled her promise.,[5] which
is an ancient custom. She waited 37 years to complete her vows
so she could care for her brothers and sisters after the death of
her parents.[6]

A legend states that Osanna, like Catherine of Siena, miraculously
learned to read and write. One day she saw a piece of paper with
two words and said, "Those words are 'Jesus' and 'Mary.'"
Allegedly, from that time on, anything relating to the spiritual was
within her grasp.[5]

When Osanna was thirty years old, she received the stigmata on
her head, her side and her feet. She also had a vision in which her heart was transformed and divided into four
parts. For the rest of her life, she actively experienced the Passion of Jesus, but especially intensely on
Wednesdays and Fridays. Osanna confided these things in her biographer and "spiritual son," the Olivetan
monk, Dom Jerome of Mount Olivet, as well as the fact that for years, she subsisted on practically no food at
all.[7]

Osanna was a mystic who would fall into ecstasies whenever she spoke of God, and a visionary who saw
images of Christ bearing his cross. She bore stigmata along with red marks, but there was no bleeding. She
helped the poor and sick and served as spiritual director for many, spending much of her family's considerable
fortune to help the unfortunate. She spoke out against decadence, and criticized the aristocracy for a lack of
morality. She was a friend of another member of her Order, Columba of Rieti, and is recorded to have sought
counsel from another, the Stephana de Quinzanis.[6]

These phenomena brought Ossana to the attention of Mantua's ruling family. Most notably, she was sought by
Francesco II Gonzaga and his wife, Isabella d'Este, as both a spiritual guide and a counselor on matters of
state. She frequently foretold correctly events which later came to pass, and gained the reputation of a seer.
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When she died in Mantua on 18 June 1505, all the members of the
nobility and clergy attended her funeral, as her body was taken in
procession to the Church of St. Dominic, where it was enshrined. Later
her remains were transferred to the Cathedral of St. Peter, where they
are still venerated.[8]

Relationship with Girolamo de Monte
Oliveto [edit]

Her confidant, Dom Jerome (Italian: Girolamo de Monte Oliveto), wrote a
vita (biography) of her life in 1507, very shortly after her death.
Although Jerome noted that Osanna was not quick to discuss her
spiritual experiences, in the last years of her life she adopted Jerome as
a "spiritual son," "conceived in the Blood of Christ."[7]

Jerome's account is especially unique due to his intimate relationship
with his subject. The biography takes the form of a detailed report of his
conversations with Osanna. Jerome appended to his account Latin translations of twenty-four letters from
Osanna, accompanied by documents certifying their authenticity.[7]

According to Father Benedict Ashley, these letters express an "intense and constant physical and inner
suffering" made bearable only by "sublime experiences of union with God which [Osanna] cannot describe
except in broken and inadequate language." A special source of misery for Osanna was the degradation of the
Church under the abusive pontificate of Alexander VI.[7]

Veneration [edit]

In a response to a request by the Marchesa Isabella d'Este while on a visit to Rome, through a papal brief of 8
January 1515 Leo X authorised the celebration of her feast day in the City of Mantua. Her local cultus was
confirmed by Pope Innocent XII with a Papal bull of 24 November 1694, and extended to the whole of the
Dominican Order two months later.[5][9]

Works [edit]

The content of the literary corpus of the Blessed Osanna ranges from mystical reflection to considerations on
contemporary social and political questions. Her works consist of:

Lettere, an index of correspondence, addressed to a varied readership, including her fellow Dominicans and
members of Mantua's ruling family;
Colloqui Spirituali, or dialogues on spiritual subjects between the Blessed Osanna and Girolamo Girolamo
de Monte Oliveto Scolari.
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Osburh

Queen Osburga reads for her son
Alfred, who would become Alfred the
Great.

Osburh
Spouse Æthelwulf, King of Wessex

Issue Æthelstan of Wessex
Æthelswith, Queen of Mercia
Æthelbald, King of Wessex
Æthelbert, King of Wessex
Æthelred, King of Wessex
Alfred, King of Wessex

Father Oslac

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Osburga)

See also: Osburh of Coventry

Osburh, or Osburga, (also Osburga Oslacsdotter) was the first wife of
King Æthelwulf of Wessex and mother of Alfred the Great. Alfred's
biographer, Asser, described her as "a most religious woman, noble in
character and noble by birth".[1]

Osburh's existence is known only from Asser's Life of King Alfred. She is
not named as witness to any charters, nor is her death reported in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. So far as is known, she was the mother of all
Æthelwulf's children, his five sons Æthelstan, Æthelbald, Æthelberht,
Æthelred and Alfred the Great, and his daughter Æthelswith, wife of
King Burgred of Mercia.

She is best known from Asser's story about a book of Saxon songs,
which she showed to Alfred and his brothers, offering to give the book
to whoever could first memorise it, a challenge which Alfred took up and
won. This exhibits high-status ninth-century women's interest in books
and their role in educating their children.[2]

Osburh was the daughter of Oslac (who is also only known from Asser's
Life), King Æthelwulf's pincerna (butler), an important figure in the royal
court and household.[3] Oslac is described as a descendant of King
Cerdic's Jutish nephews, Stuf and Wihtgar, who conquered the Isle of
Wight.[4]
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1. ^ Simon Keynes and Michael Lapidge eds, Alfred the Great: Asser's Life of King Alfred and Other Contemporary
Sources, London, Penguin Classics, 1983, p. 68

2. ^ Janet L. Nelson, Osburh, 2004, Oxford Online Dictionary of National Biography  In Nelson's view, Osburh may
have been dead by 856 or may have been repudiated.

3. ^ Keynes and Lapidge, pp. 68, 229.
4. ^ Asser states that Oslac was a Goth, but this is regarded by historians as an error as Stuf and Wightgar were

Jutes. Keynes and Lapidge pp. 229-30 and Frank Stenton, Anglo-Saxon England, Oxford, Oxford UP, 3rd edition
1971, p. 23-4
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Oswald of Northumbria

Saint Oswald
of Northumbria

A 12th-century painting of St Oswald in Durham
Cathedral

Born c. 604
Deira, Northumbria

Died 5 August 641/642

Venerated in Catholic Church, Anglican
Communion, Eastern Orthodoxy

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Major shrine Bardney Abbey, Lincolnshire,
England; relics later translated to
St Oswald's Priory, Gloucester,
England [1]

Feast 5 August

Attributes king in crown, carrying sceptre
and orb, ciborium, sword, palm-
branch, and/or with his raven

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Oswald (Old English pronunciation: [ˈoːz.wɑɫd]; c 604 – 5 August
641/642[1]) was King of Northumbria from 634 until his death, and
is venerated as a saint,[2] of whom there was a particular cult in the
Middle Ages.[3]

Oswald was the son of Æthelfrith of Bernicia and came to rule after
spending a period in exile. After defeating the British ruler
Cadwallon ap Cadfan, Oswald brought the two Northumbrian
kingdoms of Bernicia and Deira once again under a single ruler,
and promoted the spread of Christianity in Northumbria. He was
given a strongly positive assessment by the historian Bede, writing
a little less than a century after Oswald's death, who regarded
Oswald as a saintly king; it is also Bede who is the main source for
present-day historical knowledge of Oswald. After eight years of
rule, in which he was the most powerful ruler in Britain, Oswald was
killed in the Battle of Maserfield.
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Background, youth, and exile [edit]

Oswald's father Æthelfrith was a successful Bernician ruler who, after some years in power in Bernicia, also
became king of Deira, and thus was the first to rule both of the kingdoms which would come to be considered
the constituent kingdoms of Northumbria. It would, however, be anachronistic to refer to a "Northumbrian"
people or identity at this early stage, when the Bernicians and the Deirans were still clearly distinct peoples.[4]

Oswald's mother, Acha of Deira, was a member of the Deiran royal line whom Æthelfrith apparently married as
part of his acquisition of Deira or consolidation of power there.[5] Oswald was apparently born in or around the
year 604, since Bede says that he was killed at the age of 38 in 642;[6] Æthelfrith's acquisition of Deira is also
believed to have occurred around 604.[7]

Æthelfrith, who was for years a successful war-leader, especially against the native British, was eventually killed
in battle around 616 by Raedwald of East Anglia at the River Idle. This defeat meant that an exiled member of
the Deiran royal line, Edwin (Acha's brother), became king of Northumbria, and Oswald and his brothers fled to
the north. Oswald thus spent the remainder of his youth in the Scottish kingdom of Dál Riata in northern Britain,
where he was converted to Christianity.[8] He may also have fought in Ireland during this period of exile.[9] It has
been considered that Oswald is one of the three Saxon princes mentioned in the Irish poem Togail Bruidne Dá
Derga, being named as 'Osalt' in that work.[10]

Victory over Cadwallon [edit]

After Cadwallon ap Cadfan, the king of Gwynedd, in alliance with the pagan Penda of Mercia, killed Edwin of
Deira in battle at Hatfield Chase in 633 (or 632, depending on when the years used by Bede are considered to
have begun), Northumbria was split into its constituent kingdoms of Bernicia and Deira. Oswald's brother
Eanfrith became king of Bernicia, but he was killed by Cadwallon in 634 (or 633) after attempting to negotiate
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Portrait of Oswald (lower right),
Epitome of Chronicles, Matthew Paris,
early 13th century

A map showing the general locations of
the Anglo-Saxon peoples around the year
600

peace. Subsequently, Oswald, at the head of a small army[8] (possibly
with the aid of allies from the north, the Scots and/or the Picts[11]), met
Cadwallon in battle at Heavenfield, near Hexham. Before the battle,
Oswald had a wooden cross erected; he knelt down, holding the cross
in position until enough earth had been thrown in the hole to make it
stand firm. He then prayed and asked his army to join in.[12]

Adomnán in his Life of Saint Columba offers a longer account, which
Abbot Ségéne had heard from Oswald himself. Oswald, he says, had a
vision of Columba the night before the battle, in which he was told

Be strong and act manfully. Behold, I will be with thee.[13]

This coming night go out from your camp into battle, for the
Lord has granted me that at this time your foes shall be put
to flight and Cadwallon your enemy shall be delivered into
your hands and you shall return victorious after battle and
reign happily.

Oswald described his vision to his council and all agreed that they would
be baptised and accept Christianity after the battle.[14] In the battle that
followed, the British were routed despite their superior numbers; Cadwallon himself was killed.[8]

Overlordship [edit]

Following the victory at Heavenfield, Oswald reunited Northumbria
and re-established the Bernician supremacy which had been
interrupted by Edwin. Bede says that Oswald held imperium for the
eight years of his rule (both Bede and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
say that Oswald's reign was actually considered to be nine years,
the ninth year being accounted for by assigning to Oswald the year
preceding his rule, "on account of the heathenism practised by
those who had ruled that one year between him and Edwin"[15]),
and was the most powerful king in Britain. In the 9th-century Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle he is referred to as a Bretwalda. Adomnán
describes Oswald as "ordained by God as Emperor of all
Britain".[16]

Oswald seems to have been widely recognized as overlord,
although the extent of his authority is uncertain. Bede makes the
claim that Oswald "brought under his dominion all the nations and
provinces of Britain", which, as Bede notes, was divided by
language among the English, Britons, Scots, and Picts; however,
he seems to undermine his own claim when he mentions at another

point in his history that it was Oswald's brother Oswiu who made tributary the Picts and Scots.[17] An Irish
source, the Annals of Tigernach, records that the Anglo-Saxons banded together against Oswald early in his
reign; this may indicate an attempt to put an end to Oswald's overlordship south of the Humber, which
presumably failed.[18]

The Mercians, who participated in Edwin's defeat in 633, seem to have presented an obstacle to Oswald's
authority south of the Humber, although it has been generally thought that Oswald dominated Mercia to some
degree after Heavenfield. It may have been to appease Oswald that Penda had Eadfrith, a captured son of
Edwin (and thus a dynastic rival of Oswald), killed, although it is also possible that Penda had his own motives
for the killing.[19]

Oswald apparently controlled the Kingdom of Lindsey, given the evidence of a story told by Bede regarding the
moving of Oswald's bones to a monastery there; Bede says that the monks rejected the bones initially because
Oswald had ruled over them as a foreign king. To the north, it may have been Oswald who conquered the
Gododdin. Irish annals record the siege of Edinburgh, thought to have been the royal stronghold of the
Gododdin, in 638, and this seems to mark the end of the kingdom; that this siege was undertaken by Oswald is
suggested by the apparent control of the area by his brother Oswiu in the 650s.[20]

Oswald seems to have been on good terms with the West Saxons: he stood as sponsor to the baptism of their
king, Cynegils, and married Cynegils' daughter.[21] Her name is reported by only one source, Reginald of

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Uther-Pendragon,-Aethelbert-_Arthur-Oswald-Paris-Epitome-Chronicles.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Uther-Pendragon,-Aethelbert-_Arthur-Oswald-Paris-Epitome-Chronicles.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Heavenfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adomn%C3%A1n_of_Iona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A9g%C3%A9ne_of_Iona
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oswald_of_Northumbria&action=edit&section=3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Britain_peoples_circa_600.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Britain_peoples_circa_600.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon_Chronicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paganism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bretwalda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annals_of_Tigernach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Lindsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gododdin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wessex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cynegils_of_Wessex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_of_Durham


Oswald crowned as a
king from a 13th-century
manuscript

Durham's 12th century Vita S. Oswaldi, which says that it was Kyneburga.[22] Although Oswald had one known
son, Æthelwald, it is uncertain whether this was a son from his marriage to Cynegils' daughter or from an earlier
relationship—since Æthelwald began ruling in Deira in 651, it has been argued that a son from this marriage
would have been too young at the time to be trusted with this position, and therefore may have been older, the
product of a relationship Oswald had during his exile.[11]

Christianity [edit]

Although Edwin had previously converted to Christianity in 627, it was Oswald who did the most to spread the
religion in Northumbria. Shortly after becoming king, he asked the Irish of Dál Riata to send a bishop to facilitate
the conversion of his people. The Irish at first sent an "austere" bishop who was unsuccessful in his mission,
and subsequently sent Aidan, who proposed a gentler approach. Oswald gave the island of Lindisfarne to
Aidan as his episcopal see. Aidan achieved great success in spreading the Christian faith. Bede mentions that
Oswald acted as Aidan's interpreter when the latter was preaching, since Aidan did not know English well and
Oswald had learned Irish during his exile.[23]

Although Oswald could be interpreted as a martyr for his death in battle, Bede puts a clear emphasis on Oswald
being saintly as a king. Bede does not focus on his martyrdom as being primary to his sainthood—indeed, it has
been noted that Bede never uses the word "martyr" in reference to Oswald. Bede's portrayal of Oswald stands
out as unusual as a king regarded as saintly for his life while ruling, in contrast to a king who gives up the
kingship in favour of religious life, or who is venerated because of the manner of his death.[24] Bede recounts
Oswald's generosity to the poor and to strangers, and tells a story highlighting this characteristic: on one
occasion, at Easter, Oswald was sitting at dinner with Aidan, and had "a silver dish full of dainties before him",
when a servant, whom Oswald "had appointed to relieve the poor", came in and told Oswald that a crowd of the
poor were in the streets begging alms from the king. Oswald, according to Bede, then immediately had his food
given to the poor and even had the dish broken up and distributed. Aidan was greatly impressed and seized
Oswald's right hand, stating: "May this hand never perish." Accordingly, Bede reports that the hand and arm
remained uncorrupted after Oswald's death.[25]

Downfall [edit]

It was a conflict with the pagan Mercians under Penda that proved to be Oswald's
undoing. He was killed by the Mercians at the Battle of Maserfield, in Oswestry
(although other candidates for the location of the battle have been suggested)[26]

in 642,[1] and his body was dismembered. Bede mentions the story that Oswald
"ended his life in prayer": he prayed for the souls of his soldiers when he saw that
he was about to die. Oswald's head and limbs were placed on stakes.[27]

The traditional identification of the battle site with Oswestry, probably in the territory
of Powys at the time, suggests that Penda may have had British allies in this battle,
and this is also suggested by surviving Welsh poetry which has been thought to
indicate the participation of the men of Powys in the battle. It has also been
considered that, if the traditional identification of the site as Oswestry is correct,
Oswald was on the offensive, in the territory of his enemies. This could conflict with
Bede's saintly portrayal of Oswald, since an aggressive war could hardly qualify as
a just war, perhaps explaining why Bede is silent on the cause of the war—he says
only that Oswald died "fighting for his fatherland"—as well as his failure to mention
other offensive warfare Oswald is presumed to have engaged in between
Heavenfield and Maserfield.[28] Oswald may have had an ally in Penda's brother
Eowa, who was also killed in the battle, according to the Historia Britonnum and
Annales Cambriae; while the source only mentions that Eowa was killed, not the
side on which he fought, it has been speculated that Eowa was subject to Oswald
and fighting alongside him in the battle, in opposition to Penda.[29]

After death [edit]

Oswald soon came to be regarded as a saint. Bede says that the spot where he
died came to be associated with miracles, and people took dirt from the site, which
led to a hole being dug as deep as a man's height.[6] Reginald of Durham recounts

another miracle, saying that his right arm was taken by a bird (perhaps a raven) to an ash tree, which gave the
tree ageless vigor; when the bird dropped the arm onto the ground, a spring emerged from the ground. Both
the tree and the spring were, according to Reginald, subsequently associated with healing miracles.[30][31]
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St. Oswald relic receptacle,
Hildesheim, 12th century

Saint Oswald's church, Bad
Kleinkirchheim, Carinthia, one of many
churches and place names which
commemorate Oswald

Aspects of the legend have been considered to have pagan overtones or
influences[31]—this may represent a fusion of his status as a traditional
Germanic warrior-king with Christianity. The name of the site, Oswestry, or
"Oswald's Tree", is generally thought to be derived from Oswald's death there
and the legends surrounding it.[26] His feast day is 5 August. The cult
surrounding him even gained prominence in parts of continental Europe.

Bede mentions that Oswald's brother Oswiu, who succeeded Oswald in Bernicia,
retrieved Oswald's remains in the year after his death.[27] In writing of one
miracle associated with Oswald, Bede gives some indication of how Oswald was
regarded in conquered lands: years later, when his niece Osthryth moved his
bones to Bardney Abbey in Lindsey, its inmates initially refused to accept them,
"though they knew him to be a holy man", because "he was originally of another
province, and had reigned over them as a foreign king", and thus "they retained
their ancient aversion to him, even after death". It was only after Oswald's bones
were the focus of an awe-inspiring miracle—in which, during the night, a pillar of
light appeared over the wagon in which the bones were being carried and
shone up into the sky—that they were accepted into the monastery: "in the morning, the brethren who had
refused it the day before, began themselves earnestly to pray that those holy relics, so beloved by God, might
be deposited among them".[32]

In the early 10th century, Bardney was in Viking territory, and in 909, following a combined West Saxon and
Mercian raid led by Æthelflæd,[33] daughter of Alfred the Great, St Oswald's relics were translated to a new
minster in Gloucester, which was renamed St Oswald's Priory in his honour.[34] Æthelflæd, and her husband
Æthelred, ealdorman of Mercia, were buried in the priory, and their nephew, King Æthelstan, was a major
patron of Oswald's cult.[35]

Oswald's head was interred in Durham Cathedral together with the
remains of Cuthbert of Lindisfarne (a saint with whom Oswald became
posthumously associated, although the two were not associated in life;
Cuthbert became bishop of Lindisfarne more than forty years after
Oswald's death) and other valuables in a quickly made coffin, where it is
generally believed to remain, although there are at least four other
claimed heads of Oswald in continental Europe.[36] One of his arms is
said to have ended up in Peterborough Abbey later in the Middle Ages.
The story is that a small group of monks from Peterborough made their
way to Bamburgh where Oswald's uncorrupted arm was kept and stole it
under the cover of darkness. They returned with it to Peterborough and
in due time a chapel was created for the arm - Oswald's Chapel. This -
minus the arm - can be seen to this day in the south transept of the
cathedral. When creating this chapel the monks of Peterborough had thought of how they had acquired it and
built into the chapel a narrow tower - just big enough for a monk to climb to the top by an internal stair and
stand guard over Oswald's Arm 24 hours a day, every day of the year. The monk had to stand because the
tower is not large enough for him to sit - sitting could lull him to sleep - and they knew what could happen when
no-one was watching.

Several churches bear the name of St Oswald, including The Church of Saint Oswald on the location of the
wooden cross left by Oswald at Heavenfield, the night before the battle. This was rebuilt in 1717. The site is
visible from the B6318 Military Road. St Oswald's Grasmere is purportedly on one of the sites he preached on,
on a bank of the River Rothay. William Wordsworth's grave is located in the cemetery here. St Oswald's Church,
Compton Abdale in Gloucestershire was dedicated to St Oswald following Æthelflæd's foundation of St Oswald's
Priory in 909. St Oswald's Catholic Church lies to the north of Peterborough City Centre.

Some English place names record his reign, for example it has been claimed that Oswaldtwistle in Lancashire –
meaning the twistle of Oswald – is linked to the saint, although it's more likely to be the name of the owner of the
land. Kirkoswald in Cumbria is so named because it is believed that his body was taken there after his death.
The local church is ascribed to him. Another Kirkoswald in Scotland also commemorates him.[37]

Notes [edit]

1.  ̂a b Bede gives the year of Oswald's death as 642, however there is some question as to whether what Bede
considered 642 is the same as what would now be considered 642. R. L. Poole (Studies in Chronology and History,
1934) put forward the theory that Bede's years began in September, and if this theory is followed (as it was, for
instance, by Frank Stenton in his notable history Anglo-Saxon England, first published in 1943), then the date of
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the Battle of Heavenfield (and the beginning of Oswald's reign) is pushed back from 634 to 633. Thus, if Oswald
subsequently reigned for eight years, he would have actually been killed in 641. Poole's theory has been
contested, however, and arguments have been made that Bede began his year on 25 December or 1 January, in
which case Bede's years would be accurate as he gives them.

2. ^ See entry for 5 August .
3. ^ Craig, Oswald
4. ^ Stancliffe, "Oswald", p. 36.
5. ^ Kirby, p. 60.
6.  ̂a b Bede, Historia Ecclesiastica, Book III, chapter 9.
7. ^ Kirby, p. 57.
8.  ̂a b c Bede, Book III, chapter 1.
9. ^ Kirby, p. 73.

10. ^ Berresford Ellis, Peter Celt and Saxon BCA London 1993 p.89
11.  ̂a b Ziegler.
12. ^ Bede, Book III, chapter 2.
13. ^ Quoting the Book of Joshua, 1:9.
14. ^ Adomnán, Book I, Chapter 1.
15. ^ Bede, Book III, chapter 1; ASC, manuscript E, year 634. The quote is from the ASC.
16. ^ Adomnán, Book I, chapter I.
17. ^ For the mention of Oswald's power over Britain, see H. E., Book III, chapter 6; for the mention of Oswiu making

the Scots and Picts tributary, see Book II, chapter 5. See Kirby, , p. 70, for how this indicates Bede was defining
Oswald's supremacy in excessive terms.

18. ^ Stancliffe, "Oswald", p. 60. According to Stancliffe, "Oswald would scarcely have been remembered as an
effective overlord in so many Southhumbrian kingdoms if his power had been checked this early in his career." The
report is given under the year 637 in the Annals of Tigernach.

19. ^ Stancliffe, "Oswald", pp. 54 and 71–75. Stancliffe mentions Penda's possible reasons for independently having
Eadfrith killed, and expresses doubt that Bede would have regarded Oswald as such a saintly figure if he had
known Oswald was responsible for Eadfrith's death.

20. ^ Stancliffe, "Oswald", p. 58.
21. ^ Bede, Book III, chapter 7.
22. ^ Tudor, p. 187, note 57.
23. ^ Bede, Book III, chapters 3 and 5.
24. ^ Stancliffe, "Oswald", pp. 41–42.
25. ^ Bede, Book III, chapter 6.
26.  ̂a b Stancliffe, "Where Was Oswald Killed?"
27.  ̂a b For Bede's mention of Oswald's dying prayer (which he cautiously reports as hearsay) and Oswald's

dismemberment, the placing of his body-parts on stakes, and Oswiu's later recovery of those boody-parts and
burial of them at Bardney, Lindisfarne and Bamburgh, see H. E., Book III, chapter 12.

28. ^ Stancliffe, "Where Was Oswald Killed?", argues in favour of the traditional identification of the site with Oswestry.
For Stancliffe's argument regarding Bede's portrayal of Oswald as fighting only just wars, Bede's attempt to portray
Maserfield as being part of a just war (being fought pro patria), and his omission of previous aggressive warfare
Oswald is thought to have engaged in, see p. 93.

29. ^ Brooks.
30. ^ Tudor, page 190.
31.  ̂a b Rollason, page 170.
32. ^ Bede, Book III, chapter 11.
33. ^ BBC Lady of the Mercians 2013-08-15
34. ^ Heighway, Carolyn (2001). "Gloucester and the new minster of St Oswald". In Higham, N. J.; Hill, D. H. (eds.).

Edward the Elder 899-924. Routledge. p. 108.
35. ^ Karkov, pp. 77-79
36. ^ Bailey.
37. ^ "Kirkoswald" . Gazetteer for Scotland.
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen
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BretwaldasÆlle of Sussex · Ceawlin of Wessex · Æthelberht of Kent · Rædwald of East Anglia · Edwin of Deira · Oswald of Bernicia ·
Oswy of Northumbria · Wulfhere of Mercia 1 · Æthelred of Mercia 1 · Æthelbald of Mercia 1 · Offa of Mercia 1 · Cœnwulf of Mercia 1 ·

Egbert of Wessex
1 Not listed in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, but held equivalent or greater power.

Monarchs of Northumbria
Kings of Bernicia

547–670
Ida · Glappa · Adda · Æthelric · Theodric · Frithuwald · Hussa · Æthelfrith · Edwin · Eanfrith ·
Oswald · Oswiu

Kings of Deira
560–679

Ælla · Æthelric · Æthelfrith · Edwin · Osric · Oswald · Oswiu · Oswine · Œthelwald · Alhfrith ·
Ælfwine

Kings of Northumbria
642–867

Oswiu · Ecgfrith · Ealdfrith · Eadwulf I · Osred I · Coenred · Osric · Ceolwulf · Eadberht ·
Oswulf · Æthelwald Moll · Ealhred · Æthelred I · Ælfwald I · Osred II · Osbald · Eardwulf ·
Ælfwald II · Eanred · Æthelred II · Redwulf · Osberht · Ælla

Kings of Viking Northumbria
867–954

Ecgberht · Ricsige · Halfdan I · Guthfrith I · Siefredus · Cnut · Æthelwold · Airdeconut · Eowils
· Halfdan II · Ingwær · Ragnall I · Sitric I Caech · Guthfrith II · Olaf I Guthfrithson · Sitric II ·
Olaf II Cuaran · Ragnall II Guthfrithson · Eric Bloodaxe

Monarchs of Deira
Ælla (559–588) · Æthelric (589–604) · Æthelfrith (604–616) · Edwin (616–632) · Osric (633–634) · Oswald (634–642) · Oswiu
(642–644) · Oswine (644–651) · Œthelwald (651–654) · Oswiu (654–670) · Alchfrith (656–664 - joint king) · Ælfwine (670–679)

Monarchs of Bernicia
Ida (547–559) · Glappa (559–560) · Adda (560–568) · Æthelric (568–572) · Theodric (572–579) · Frithuwald (579–585) ·
Hussa (585–593) · Æthelfrith (593–616) · Edwin (616–632) · Eanfrith (632–633) · Oswald (634–641) · Oswiu (642–670)

Saints portal
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Oswald of Worcester

Oswald of Worcester
Archbishop of York

Appointed 972

Term ended 29 February 992

Predecessor Edwald

Successor Ealdwulf

Other posts Bishop of Worcester

Orders
Consecration 961

Personal details
Died 29 February 992

Worcester

Buried Worcester

Sainthood
Feast day 29 February (leap years) 

28 February (common years)
19 May (POCSP)

Venerated in Catholic Church
Western Orthodoxy
Anglican Communion

A medieval manuscript of Abbo of
Fleury's work

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Oswald of Worcester (died 29 February 992) was Archbishop of York from 972 to his death in 992. He was of Danish ancestry, but brought up by his
uncle, Oda, who sent him to France to the abbey of Fleury to become a monk. After a number of years at Fleury, Oswald returned to England at the
request of his uncle, who died before Oswald returned. With his uncle's death, Oswald needed a patron and turned to another kinsman, Oskytel, who
had recently become Archbishop of York. His activity for Oskytel attracted the notice of Archbishop Dunstan who had Oswald consecrated as Bishop of
Worcester in 961. In 972, Oswald was promoted to the see of York, although he continued to hold Worcester also.

As bishop and archbishop, Oswald was a supporter and one of the leading promoters (together with Æthelwold) of Dunstan's reforms of the church,
including monastic reforms.[1] Oswald founded a number of monasteries, including Ramsey Abbey, and reformed another seven, including Winchcombe
in Gloucestershire and Pershore and Evesham in Worcestershire. Oswald also switched the cathedral chapter of Worcester from secular clergy to
monks. While archbishop, he brought the scholar Abbo of Fleury to teach, and he spent two years in England, mostly at Ramsey. Oswald died in 992,
while washing the feet of the poor. A hagiographical life was written shortly after his death, and he was quickly hailed as a saint.
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Early life [edit]

Oswald, of Danish parentage, was brought up by his uncle Oda, Archbishop of Canterbury, and was also related to Oskytel, later Archbishop of York.[2]

He was also related to the cniht Osulf, who received land while Oswald was bishop of Worcester.[3] Oswald was instructed by a Frankish scholar
Frithegod.[4] He held the office of dean of Winchester, but he was sent by his uncle to France and entered the monastery of Fleury about 950,[2] where
he was ordained in 959. While at Fleury he met Osgar of Abingdon and Germanus of Winchester.[2] The influence of Fleury was to be evident later in
Oswald's life, when it was one of the inspirations for the Regularis Concordia, the English code of monastic conduct agreed to in 970.[5]

Return to England [edit]

Oswald returned to England in 958 at the behest of his uncle, but Oda died before Oswald returned. Lacking a patron, Oswald turned to Oskytel, recently named Archbishop of York. It is possible
that Oswald along with Oskytel travelled to Rome for Oskytel's pallium, but this story is only contained in a 12th-century Ramsey Abbey chronicle, so it may not be authentic.[4] Even if he did not
travel to Rome, Oswald was active in ecclesiastical affairs at York until Dunstan obtained Oswald's appointment to the see, or bishopric, of Worcester.[2] He was consecrated as Bishop of Worcester
in 961.[6] Soon after his consecration, he persuaded Germanus to come back to England and made him head of a small religious community near Westbury-on-Trym.[2] After the establishment of this
group about 962, Oswald grew worried that because the monastery was located on lands owned by the see of Worcester, his successors in the see might disrupt the community. He was offered the
site of Ramsey Abbey in Huntingdonshire by Æthelwine, son of Æthelstan Half-King, and Oswald established a monastery there about 971 that attracted most of the members of the community at
Westbury. This foundation at Ramsey went on to become Ramsey Abbey.[7] Ramsey was Oswald's most famous foundation,[8] with its church dedicated in 974. Later, Oswald invited Abbo of Fleury
to come and teach at Ramsey.[9] Oswald directed the affairs of Ramsey Abbey until his death, when the dean Eadnoth became the first abbot.[4] He gave a magnificent Bible to Ramsey, which was
important enough to merit a mention in Oswald's Life.[10] Alongside the gift of the book, Oswald also contributed wall hangings and other textiles to the abbey.[11]

Oswald supported Dunstan and Æthelwold, Bishop of Winchester, in their efforts to purify the Church from secularism. Aided by King Edgar, he took a
prominent part in the revival of monastic discipline along the precepts of the Rule of Saint Benedict. His methods differed from Æthelwold's, who often violently
ejected secular clergy from churches and replaced them with monks.[12] Oswald also organised the estates of his see into administrative hundreds known as
the Oswaldslow, which helped stabilise the ecclesiastical revenues.[9] He constantly visited the monasteries he founded, and was long remembered as father
of his people both as bishop and archbishop.[12] It was Oswald who changed the cathedral chapter of Worcester from priests to monks,[13] although the exact
method that he employed is unclear. One tradition says that Oswald used a slow approach in building up a new church of monks next to the cathedral,
allowing the cathedral's priests to continue performing services in the cathedral until the monastic foundation was strong enough to take over the cathedral.[8]

Another tradition claims that, instead, Oswald expelled any of the clergy in the cathedral that would not give up their wives and replaced them with monks
immediately. Oswald also reformed Winchcombe Abbey, along with the monasteries of Westbury Priory, Pershore Abbey, and Evesham Abbey. It is also
possible that monasteries were established in Gloucester and Deerhurst, but evidence is lacking for their exact foundation dates.[4]

Archbishop of York [edit]

In 972 Oswald was made Archbishop of York[6] and journeyed to Rome to receive a pallium from Pope John XIII. It is possible that he also traveled on Edgar's
behalf to the court of the Emperor Otto I, and that these two journeys had been combined.[4] He continued to hold the see of Worcester in addition to York.[6]

The holding of Worcester in addition to York became traditional for almost the next fifty years. Although it was uncanonical, it had many advantages for York
in that it added a much richer diocese to their holdings, and one which was more peaceful as well.[14] When Edgar died in 975, Ælfhere, Ealdorman of Mercia, broke up many monastic communities,
some of which were Oswald's foundations.[15] Ramsey, however, was not disturbed, probably due to the patronage of Æthelwine, Ealdorman of East Anglia, son of Æthelstan Half-King. Ælfhere was
a supporter of Ethelred the Unready, the son of Edgar's third marriage, while Oswald supported the son of Edgar's first marriage, Edward the Martyr,[4] in the dispute over who would succeed King
Edgar.[16]

In 985, Oswald invited Abbo of Fleury to come to Ramsey to help found the monastic school there. Abbo was at Ramsey from 985 to 987, where he taught computus, or the methods for calculating
Easter. It was also often used in trying to calculate the date of the Last Judgment.[17] A surviving manuscript gives a list compiled by Oswald, setting forth estates that had been taken from the
diocese of York.[18]

Death and sainthood [edit]

Oswald died on 29 February 992 in the act of washing the feet of the poor at Worcester,[12] as was his daily custom during Lent, and was buried in the Church of Saint Mary at Worcester. He
promoted the education of the clergy and persuaded scholars to come from Fleury and teach in England.[15] A Life of Oswald was written after his death, probably by Byrhtferth, a monk of Ramsey
Abbey.[19] Two manuscripts, a psalter (Harley MS 2904 in the British Library) and a pontifical (MS 100, part 2 from Sidney Sussex College of Cambridge University), probably belonged to Oswald and
would have been used in his daily devotions.[4]

Almost immediately after his death miracles were reported at his funeral and at his tomb. His remains were translated to a different burial spot in the cathedral ten years after his death. His feast day
is celebrated on 28 February[20] or on 19 May in the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter.[21]
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St. Oswald and the Church of Worcester (1919)

Christian titles
Preceded by

Dunstan
Bishop of Worcester

961–? Succeeded by
EaldwulfPreceded by

Edwald
Archbishop of York

971–992

Bishops and Archbishops of York

Pre-Reformation bishops Paulinus · Chad · Wilfrid · Bosa · John of Beverley · Wilfrid II

Pre-Reformation
archbishops

Egbert · Æthelbert · Eanbald I · Eanbald II · Wulfsige · Wigmund · Wulfhere · Æthelbald · Hrotheweard · Wulfstan I · Oscytel · Edwald · Oswald · Ealdwulf · Wulfstan II · Ælfric Puttoc · Cynesige ·
Ealdred · Thomas of Bayeux · Gerard · Thomas II · Thurstan · William FitzHerbert · Henry Murdac · William FitzHerbert · Roger de Pont L'Évêque · Geoffrey Plantagenet · Simon Langton ·
Walter de Gray · Sewal de Bovil · Godfrey Ludham · William Langton · Bonaventure · Walter Giffard · William de Wickwane · John le Romeyn · Henry of Newark · Thomas of Corbridge ·
William Greenfield · William Melton · William Zouche · John of Thoresby · Alexander Neville · Thomas Arundel · Robert Waldby · Richard le Scrope · Thomas Langley · Robert Hallam ·
Henry Bowet · Philip Morgan · Richard Fleming · John Kemp · William Booth · George Neville · Lawrence Booth · Thomas Rotherham · Thomas Savage · Christopher Bainbridge ·
Thomas Wolsey

Post-Reformation
archbishops

Edward Lee · Robert Holgate · Nicholas Heath · Thomas Young · Edmund Grindal · Edwin Sandys · John Piers · Matthew Hutton · Tobias Matthew · George Montaigne · Samuel Harsnett ·
Richard Neile · John Williams · Accepted Frewen · Richard Sterne · John Dolben · Thomas Lamplugh · John Sharp · Sir William Dawes Bt · Lancelot Blackburne · Thomas Herring ·
Matthew Hutton · John Gilbert · Robert Hay Drummond · William Markham · Edward Venables-Vernon-Harcourt · Thomas Musgrave · Charles Longley · William Thomson · William Connor Magee
· William Maclagan · Cosmo Lang · William Temple · Cyril Garbett · Michael Ramsey · Donald Coggan · Stuart Blanch · John Habgood · David Hope · John Sentamu · Paul Ferguson (acting
diocesan) · Stephen Cottrell

Bishops of Worcester

Early Medieval Bosel · Oftfor · Egwin of Evesham · Wilfrith (I) · Milred · Waermund · Tilhere · Heathured · Denebeorht · Heahbeorht · Ealhhun · Werferth · Æthelhun · Wilfrith (II) · Koenwald · St Dunstan · St Oswald ·
Ealdwulf

High Medieval Wulfstan (I) · Leofsige · Beorhtheah · Lyfing · Ælfric Puttoc · Lyfing · Ealdred · St Wulfstan (II) · Samson · Theulf · Simon · John de Pageham · Alured · Roger · Baldwin of Forde · William of Northall ·
Robert FitzRalph · Henry de Sully · John of Coutances · Mauger · Randulf of Evesham · Walter de Gray · Sylvester · William de Blois · Walter de Cantilupe · Nicholas of Ely · Godfrey Giffard

Late Medieval
John St German · William Gainsborough · Walter Reynolds · Walter Maidstone · Thomas Cobham · Wulstan Bransford · Adam Orleton · Simon Montacute · Thomas Hemenhale · Wulstan Bransford ·
John of Thoresby · Reginald Brian · John Barnet · William Whittlesey · William Lenn · Walter Lyghe · Henry Wakefield · Robert Tideman of Winchcombe · Richard Clifford · Thomas Peverel · Philip Morgan ·
Thomas Polton · Thomas Brunce · Thomas Bourchier · John Carpenter ("Bishop of Worcester and Westbury") · John Alcock · Robert Morton · Giovanni de' Gigli

Early modern
Silvestro de' Gigli · Girolamo Ghinucci · Hugh Latimer · John Bell · Nicholas Heath · John Hooper · Nicholas Heath · Richard Pate · Edwin Sandys · Nicholas Bullingham · John Whitgift · Edmund Freke ·
Richard Fletcher · Thomas Bilson · Gervase Babington · Henry Parry · John Thornborough · John Prideaux · George Morley · John Gauden · John Earle · Robert Skinner · Walter Blandford ·
James Fleetwood · William Thomas · Edward Stillingfleet · William Lloyd · John Hough · Isaac Maddox · James Johnson · Brownlow North · Richard Hurd

Late modern Folliott Cornewall · Robert Carr · Henry Pepys · Henry Philpott · John Perowne · Charles Gore · Huyshe Yeatman-Biggs · Ernest Pearce · Arthur Perowne · William Wilson Cash · Mervyn Charles-Edwards ·
Robin Woods · Philip Goodrich · Peter Selby · John Inge

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh
Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton · Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne · Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury · Rumon of Tavistock ·
Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian
Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely · Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland · Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney · Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon
Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton · Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury · Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent · Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury · Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet ·
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Oswine of Deira

Oswine of Deira

King, Martyr
Born Unknown

Died 20 August, 651

Gilling, Yorkshire, England

Venerated in Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy,
Anglican Communion

Major shrine Tynemouth, England

Feast 20 August

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"Oswin" redirects here. For the British ship, see Oswin (1810 ship).

Oswine, Oswin or Osuine (died 20 August 651) was a King of
Deira in northern England.
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Life [edit]

Oswine succeeded King Oswald of Northumbria, probably around
the year 644, after Oswald's death at the Battle of Maserfield.[1]

Oswine was the son of Osric. His succession, perhaps the choice
of the people of Deira,[2] split the Kingdom of Northumbria. Oswiu
was the successor of Bernicia to the north.[3]

After seven years of peaceful rule, Oswiu declared war on Oswine.
Oswine refused to engage in battle, instead retreating to Gilling
and the home of his friend, Earl Humwald.[4] Humwald betrayed
Oswine, delivering him to Oswiu's soldiers by whom Oswine was
put to death.[5]

Veneration [edit]

In Anglo-Saxon culture, it was assumed that the nearest kinsmen to a murdered person would seek to avenge
the death or require some other kind of justice on account of it (such as the payment of wergild: a sum of
money paid to the relatives of a slain man on account of the killing). However, Oswine's nearest kinsman was
Oswiu's own wife. Oswiu was also related to the slain. In order to confront the justice that was seen to be owed
for the murder, Oswiu founded a monastery partly staffed by the relatives of both of their families, and this
monastery was given the task of offering prayers for both Oswiu's salvation and Oswine's departed soul. It was
from the same monastery, many years later, that Oswine was later claimed to be a saint.[6]

Oswine is one of many Anglo-Saxon royals who were honoured in monasteries and developed cults as saints.
Another example is Edward the Martyr.

Oswine was buried at Tynemouth, but the place of burial was later forgotten. It is said that his burial place was
made known by an apparition to a monk named Edmund,[2] and his relics were translated to an honorable place
in Tynemouth Priory in 1065.[7] According to Alban Butler, in 1103, Ranulf Flambard, Bishop of Durham,
translated the remains from the chapel at Tynemouth, which had fallen into disrepair, to St. Alban's Abbey in
Hertfordshire.[8]

There was a cult of Saint Oswin as a Christian martyr because he had died "if not for the faith of Christ, at least
for the justice of Christ".

St. Oswin's Church, Wylam [edit]

The Anglican Parish Church of Wylam, Northumberland, England is dedicated to Saint Oswin. The church was
built in 1886 and currently has a congregation of about 150. The church has a peal of 6 bells (in the tower) and
has regular Sunday services with ringing.
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St Oswins, Wylam,
Northumberland

Our Lady & St. Oswin's Church, Tynemouth [edit]

St. Oswin is co-patron (with Our Lady) of the Catholic parish of Tynemouth with a
church at the end of Front Street not far from the ruins of the priory where Oswin
was buried.
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet
Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
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Osgyth

Saint Osgyth

An illuminated capital commencing the
anonymous "La Vie seinte Osith, virge e

martire" (Campsey Manuscript, British Library
Additional Ms 70513, fol. 134v)

Born Quarrendon, Buckinghamshire

Died 700 AD

Venerated in Eastern Orthodox Church
Catholic Church
Anglican Communion

Canonized Pre-congregation

Feast 7 October

Attributes Depicted carrying her own
head[citation needed],
represented in art with a stag
behind her and a long key
hanging from her girdle, or
otherwise carrying a key and a
sword crossed, a device which
commemorates St. Peter, St.
Paul and St. Andrew[1]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Osyth)
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Find sources: "Osgyth" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR (January
2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

Osgyth (or Osyth; died c. 700 AD) was an English saint. She is
primarily commemorated in the village of Saint Osyth, Essex, near
Colchester. Alternative spellings of her name include Sythe,
Othith and Ositha. Born of a noble family, she founded a priory
near Chich which was later named after her.
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Life [edit]

Born in Quarrendon, Buckinghamshire (at that time part of
Mercia), she was the daughter of Frithwald, a sub-king of Mercia in
Surrey. Her mother was Wilburga, the daughter of the pagan King
Penda of Mercia.[2] Her parents, with St. Erconwald, founded
Chertsey Abbey in AD 675.

Raised in the care of her maternal aunts, St Edith of Aylesbury
and Edburga of Bicester, her ambition was to become an abbess,
but she was too important as a political pawn to be set aside.[3]

She was forced by her father into a dynastic marriage with
Sighere, King of Essex. While her husband ran off to hunt down a
beautiful white stag, Osgyth persuaded two local bishops to accept
her vows as a nun. Upon his return some days later, he reluctantly agreed to her decision and granted her
some land at Chich near Colchester where she established a convent,[2] and ruled as first abbess. She was
beheaded by some raiding pirates, perhaps because she may have resisted being carried off.[2]

Legends [edit]

One day, St. Edith sent Osgyth, to deliver a book to St. Modwenna of Northumbria at her nunnery. To get there,
reach Osgyth had to cross a stream by a bridge. The stream swollen, the wind high, she fell into the water and
drowned. Her absence was not noted for two days. Edith thought she was safe with Modwenna who was not
expecting her visit. On the third day, Edith, wondering that her pupil had not returned, went to Modwenna. The
abbesses were greatly concerned when they discovered Osgyth was apparently lost. They searched for her
and found the child lying near the banks of the stream. The abbesses prayed for her restoration, and
commanded her to arise from the water and come to them. This she did.[4] A similar tale is found in Irish
hagiography.

Her later death was accounted a martyrdom by some, but Bede makes no mention of Saint Osgyth. The 13th-
century chronicler Matthew Paris repeats some of the legend that had accrued around her name. The site of
her martyrdom became transferred to the holy spring at Quarrendon. The holy spring at Quarrendon,
mentioned in the time of Osgyth's aunts, now became associated with her legend, in which Osgyth stood up
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Gatehouse of the former St Osyth's
Priory (later abbey), St Osyth, Essex

after her execution, picking up her head like Saint Denis in Paris, and other cephalophoric martyrs and walking
with it in her hands, to the door of a local convent, before collapsing there. Some modern authors link the
legends of cephalophores miraculously walking with their heads in their hands[5] to the Celtic cult of heads.

Veneration [edit]

On the site of a former nunnery at Chich, Richard de Belmeis of
London, in the reign of Henry I founded a priory for canons of Saint
Augustine, and dedicated it to Saint Osgyth;[3] his remains were buried
in the chancel of the church in 1127: he bequeathed the church and
tithes to the canons, who elected as their first abbot or prior William de
Corbeil, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury (died in 1136).

His benefactions, and charters and privileges granted by Henry II, made
the Canons wealthy: at the Dissolution of the monasteries in 1536, its
revenues were valued at £758 5s. 8d. yearly. In 1397 the abbot of St
Osgyth was granted the right to wear a mitre and give the solemn benediction, and, more singularly, the right to
ordain priests, conferred by Pope Boniface IX.[6] The gatehouse (illustrated), the so-called 'Abbot's Tower' and
some ranges of buildings remain.

Osgyth's burial site at St. Mary the Virgin, Aylesbury became a site of great, though unauthorized pilgrimage;
following a papal decree in 1500, the bones were removed from the church and buried in secret. The Catholic
Encyclopedia (1913) gives Saint Osgyth no mention. Undeterred, according to the curious 17th-century
antiquary John Aubrey (author of the Brief Lives), "in those days, when they went to bed they did rake up the
fire, and make a X on the ashes, and pray to God and Saint Sythe (Saint Osgyth) to deliver them from fire, and
from water, and from all misadventure." A house in Aylesbury is still called St Osyth's in her honour.

Her feast day is 7 October. She is normally depicted carrying her own head.[citation needed]
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Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen

Saints portal

Categories: 700 deaths Anglo-Saxon nuns Anglo-Saxon royal consorts Mercian saints
East Saxon saints People from Aylesbury 7th-century Christian martyrs Cephalophores
Executed people from Buckinghamshire Christian female saints of the Middle Ages Christian royal saints
7th-century women 7th-century English people

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelberht_II_of_East_Anglia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Faremoutiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelfl%C3%A6d_of_Ramsey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelthryth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwine_of_Lindsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adulf
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blitha&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botwulf_of_Thorney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cissa_of_Crowland
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cuthbald&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_the_Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadnoth_the_Younger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guthlac_of_Crowland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herefrith_of_Thorney
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hiurmine&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huna_of_Thorney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pega
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Regenhere&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seaxburh_of_Ely
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martyrs_of_Thorney&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martyrs_of_Thorney&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martyrs_of_Thorney&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendreda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wihtburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wulfric_of_Holme&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Barking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hildelith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A6bbi_of_Essex
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Balthild_of_Romsey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertha_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_of_Burgundy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grimbald
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Monegunda&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odwulf&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfram_of_Sens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aidan_of_Lindisfarne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boisil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echa_of_Crayke
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ultan_the_Scribe&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indract_of_Glastonbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A1el_Dub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domne_Eafe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelberht_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelred_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albinus_(abbot)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berhtwald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deusdedit_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edburga_of_Minster-in-Thanet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eanswith
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eormengyth&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nothhelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sigeburh&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfnoth_of_Stowe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfthryth_of_Crowland
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelberht_of_Bedford&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelmod_of_Leominster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelred_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelwynn_of_Sodbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldwyn_of_Coln
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beonna_of_Breedon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beorhthelm_of_Stafford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coenwulf_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cotta_of_Breedon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Credan_of_Evesham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyneburh_of_Castor&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyneburh_of_Gloucester&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Kenelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyneswith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadburh_of_Bicester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadburh_of_Pershore
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eadburh_of_Southwell&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadgyth_of_Aylesbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eadweard_of_Maugersbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ealdgyth_of_Stortford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earconwald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egwin_of_Evesham
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Freomund&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithuric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithuswith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithuwold_of_Chertsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=H%C3%A6mma&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Merefin&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildgyth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milred
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osburh_of_Coventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumwold_of_Buckingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tibba_of_Ryhall&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Werburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W%C3%A6rstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wigstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wulfhild_of_Barking&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acca_of_Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86bbe_of_Coldingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86bbe_the_Younger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lffl%C3%A6d_of_Whitby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfwald_I_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Hackness&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelgyth_of_Coldingham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelsige_of_Ripon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_(hermit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_(bishop_of_Lindisfarne)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alchhild_of_Middleham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alchmund_of_Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alkmund_of_Derby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baldred_of_Tyninghame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bede
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Bega
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedict_Biscop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bercthun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billfrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosa_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botwine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cedd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceolfrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceolwulf_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthbert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dryhthelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadberht_of_Lindisfarne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadfrith_of_Leominster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadfrith_of_Lindisfarne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ealdberht_of_Ripon
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Eanmund&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eardwulf_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eata_of_Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecgberht_of_Ripon
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eoda&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eosterwine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_of_Whitby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyglac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iwig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Beverley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osthryth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sicgred
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigfrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatberht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wihtberht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilfrid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilfrid_II_(bishop_of_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilgils
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Firmin_of_North_Crawley&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birinus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Blaise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florentius_of_Peterborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrian_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honorius_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurence_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mellitus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulinus_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_of_Tarsus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthfl%C3%A6d
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthmann_of_Steyning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leofwynn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86bbe_of_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgar_of_Selwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgifu_of_Exeter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgifu_of_Shaftesbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfheah_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfheah_the_Bald
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelfl%C3%A6d_of_Romsey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelgar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelnoth_(archbishop_of_Canterbury)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwine_of_Athelney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldhelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benignus_of_Glastonbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beocca&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beorhthelm_of_Shaftesbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beornstan_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beornwald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centwine_of_Wessex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cwenburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadburh_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_the_Peaceful
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_of_Polesworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_of_Wilton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Confessor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadwold_of_Cerne
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Earmund&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Everilda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithestan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A6dde
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Humbert_of_Stokenham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hwita&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A6rwynn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Margaret_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swithun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfsige_of_Sherborne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfthryth_of_Wilton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumbold_of_Mechelen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gloriole_blur.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Category
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:700_deaths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Anglo-Saxon_nuns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Anglo-Saxon_royal_consorts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Mercian_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:East_Saxon_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:People_from_Aylesbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:7th-century_Christian_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Cephalophores
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Executed_people_from_Buckinghamshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Christian_female_saints_of_the_Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Christian_royal_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:7th-century_women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:7th-century_English_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/


Privacy policy About Wikipedia Disclaimers Contact Wikipedia Mobile view Developers Statistics Cookie statement

organization.

https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:General_disclaimer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Osgyth&mobileaction=toggle_view_mobile
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/How_to_contribute
https://stats.wikimedia.org/#/en.wikipedia.org
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Cookie_statement
https://wikimediafoundation.org/
https://www.mediawiki.org/


Otto Neururer

Blessed Father
Otto Neururer

Church Roman Catholic Church

Orders
Ordination 29 June 1907

by Josef Altenweisel

Personal details
Birth name Otto Neururer

Born 25 March 1882
Piller, Tyrol, Austria-Hungary

Died 30 May 1940 (aged 58)
Buchenwald, Gau Thuringia,
Germany

Sainthood
Feast day 30 May

Venerated
in

Roman Catholic Church

Beatified 24 November 1996
Saint Peter's Basilica, Vatican City
by Pope John Paul II

Attributes Priest's cassock
Palm[1]

Patronage Preachers[2]

Marriage[2]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Otto Neururer (25 March 1882 – 30 May 1940) was an Austrian
Roman Catholic priest and was the first priest to die in a Nazi
concentration camp.[1][3][4] Neururer did his studies for the
priesthood in Brixen before he served as a teacher and pastor in
several cities before settling in 1932 in Götzens near
Innsbruck.[2][5] He was arrested in 1938 for attempting to persuade
a girl not to be wed to a man of questionable morals and was sent
to Dachau before being transferred to Buchenwald where he died
after being hanged upside down.[3][4][6]

Neururer's beatification was celebrated on 24 November 1996
based on the fact that he died as a result of "in odium fidei" (the
hatred of the faith).[4][1]
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Life [edit]

Otto Neururer was born on 25 March 1881 as the last of twelve
children to the poor and modest farmers Alois Neururer and
Hildegard Streng. His parents managed a small farm with a mill. He
was a timid (noted as having had a subdued temperament) but
academic man who battled depression much like his mother did.
His devout mother would suffer from these occasional bouts of
depression following her husband's death when Neururer was a
child at the age of eight.[3][4][1]

He studied for the priesthood in Brixen (which his uncle helped
support) under the Vincentians from 1895 (he did his theological
studies from 1903 onwards) before he was ordained to the
priesthood on 29 June 1907. He celebrated his first Mass as a
priest in his hometown. Neururer also wanted to become a Jesuit
so he could join their missions though his delicate health at the
time prevented him from being able to pursue that path.[1][5][2] He
served as a curate and as a teacher of religious education in the Saint James parish from 1917 until 1932
following his ordination and later joined the Christian Social Movement (in the spirit of the papal document
Rerum Novarum) despite the fact that it put him at odds with his conservative superiors.[3] His first assignment
as a priest was spent in Urdens in Zillertal and then in Oberinntal before being sent to Kappl in Paznautal. He
was then sent to Innsbruck and then in 1932 was sent to his final assignment as a pastor in Götzens near
Innsbruck to the Saints Peter and Paul parish church.[5][2]

The Nazi annexation of Austria in 1938 led to the arrest of several priests.[7] Neururer was serving as a parish
priest in Götzens near Innsbruck at the time that this was taking place. He advised a girl not to become married
to a divorced man (known for having lived a dissolute and atheistic life) owing to his questionable morals, but it
happened that this man was a personal friend of Franz Hofer (the Nazi Gauleiter of Tirol).[3] The girl refused to
listen to the priest's advice and told this man, who in turn reported Neururer to the authorities. Neururer was
arrested on 15 December 1938 as a result of his actions on the charge of "slander to the detriment of German
marriage" and sent on 3 March 1939 to the Dachau Concentration Camp before later being sent on 26
September 1939 to Buchenwald where he faced frequent torture. In prison he shared his scarce food rations
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with prisoners in a weaker condition.[4][6][5][1]

Neururer (despite suspecting a trap) agreed to perform a forbidden baptism at the camp for a prisoner who
approached him in April 1940 and was sent to the punishment block when his action was discovered not long
after.[3] There he was hanged upside down and naked until he died after 34 hours of agony.[1][5] It was said that
this execution was conducted on the orders of the sadistic SS Hauptscharführer (master sergeant) Martin
Sommer – the "Hangman of Buchenwald".[8] The chaplain Alfred Berchtold (1904-85) witnessed Neururer's final
torture and said that he never complained but would mumble while he was still conscious. His remains were
cremated on 3 June 1940 (the Nazis later attributed his death to "acute cardiac weakness") and his ashes sent
in an urn to Götzens later that same month which is now located under the altar of the Götzens parish
church.[3][6][1]

Beatification [edit]

The beatification process opened on 23 May 1983 after the Congregation for the Causes of Saints issued the
official edict "nihil obstat" (no objections to the cause) and titled Neururer as a Servant of God; the diocesan
process was conducted in Innsbruck from 20 November 1983 until 8 December 1986. It was following this
investigation that the documentation was sent to the C.C.S. in Rome where on 14 June 1991 the C.C.S.
validated the diocesan process as having complied with their regulations and therefore deeming that process to
have been valid. The official Positio dossier was sent to the C.C.S. sometime after so that the cause could be
investigated further. Theologians first assented to the cause on 19 May 1995 as did the cardinal and bishop
members of the C.C.S. on 21 November 1995.

Neururer was cleared for beatification on 12 January 1996 after Pope John Paul II confirmed that the priest had
died "in odium fidei" (in hatred of the faith). John Paul II beatified Neururer on 24 November 1996 in Saint
Peter's Basilica.[4][1]

See also [edit]
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Priest Barracks of Dachau
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Otto of Bamberg

Saint
Otto of Bamberg

Otto of Bamberg depicted in a Romanesque
fresco, Prüfening Abbey, c. 1130

Bishop and Confessor; Apostle of Pomerania
Born c. 1060

Mistelbach, Franconia(?)

Died 30 June 1139
Bamberg, Franconia

Venerated in Catholic Church

Canonized 1189, Rome by Pope Clement III

Major shrine Michaelsberg Abbey, Bamberg,
Bavaria, Germany

Feast 2 July

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed.
Find sources: "Otto of Bamberg" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR
(March 2013) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

Otto of Bamberg (German: Otto von Bamberg, Polish: Otton z
Bambergu; 1060 or 1061 – 30 June 1139) was Bishop of Bamberg
and a missionary who, as papal legate, converted much of
medieval Pomerania to Christianity.
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Early life [edit]

According to scarce contemporary sources, Otto was born into a
noble (edelfrei) family which held estates in the Swabian Jura. A
possible descent from the Franconian noble house of Mistelbach
or a maternal relation with the Hohenstaufen dynasty has not been
conclusively established. As his elder brother inherited their
father's property, Otto prepared for an ecclesiastical career and
was sent to school,[1] probably in Hirsau Abbey or one of its filial
monasteries.

When in 1082 the Salian princess Judith of Swabia, sister of
Emperor Henry IV, married the Piast duke Władysław I Herman, he
followed her as a chaplain to the Polish court. In 1091 he entered
the service of the Henry IV; he was appointed the emperor's
chancellor in 1101[2] and supervised the construction of Speyer
Cathedral.

Bishop [edit]

In 1102, the emperor appointed and invested him as Bishop of Bamberg in Franconia (now in the state of
Bavaria), and Otto became one of the leading princes of medieval Germany. He consolidated his widely
scattered territories and during his tenure as bishop, Bamberg rose to great prominence.

In 1106 Otto received the pallium from Pope Paschal II. He achieved fame as diplomat and politician, notably
during the Investiture Controversy between the emperor and the papacy. It was Bishop Otto, substituting the
imprisoned archbishop Adalbert of Mainz, who clothed Hildegard of Bingen as a Benedictine nun at
Disibodenberg Abbey about 1112.[3] He remained loyal to the Imperial court and, as a consequence, was
suspended by a papal party led by Cuno of Praeneste at the Synod of Fritzlar in 1118. At the Congress of
Würzburg in 1121, Otto successfully negotiated the peace treaty, the Concordat of Worms, which was signed in
1122.[2] In the 1130s, he continued to arbitrate between Emperor Lothair of Supplinburg and the rising
Hohenstaufens.

As bishop, Otto led a model, simple and frugal life, but did much to improve his ecclesiastical and temporal
realms. He restored and completed Bamberg Cathedral after it had been damaged by fire in 1081, improved the
cathedral school, established numerous monasteries[2] and built a number of churches throughout his territory.
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Statue of Otto in the Pomeranian
Ducal Castle, Szczecin

Otto's tomb in the Michaelsberg
Abbey Church

He greatly expanded the town of Bamberg, rebuilding the Monastery of
St. Michael, which had been destroyed by an earthquake around
1117.[4]

Missionary [edit]

Among his great accomplishments was his peaceful and successful
missionary work among the Pomeranians, after several previous forcible
attempts by the Polish rulers and the Spanish bishop Bernard to convert
Pomerania to Christianity had failed. Otto was sent on his first mission
by the Polish duke Bolesław III Wrymouth in 1124.[5] As the official papal
legate, he converted a large number of Pomeranians, notably in the
towns of Pyrzyce, Kamień, Szczecin, and Wolin, and established eleven
churches, and became known as the "Apostle of Pomerania."

After he returned to Bamberg in 1125, some pagan customs began to
reassert themselves, and Otto journeyed once more to Pomerania in
1128. In the Diet of Usedom, he succeeded in converting all the nobles,
converted further communities, and sent priests from Bamberg to serve
in Pomerania. His intent to consecrate a bishop for Pomerania was
thwarted by the bishops of Magdeburg and Gniezno who claimed
metropolitan rights over Pomerania. Only after his death in 1139 was his
former companion, Adalbert of Pomerania, consecrated as Bishop of
Wolin, in 1140.

Otto died on 30 June 1139, and
was buried in Michaelsberg Abbey, Bamberg. He was canonised in 1189
by Pope Clement III. Although he died on 30 June, his name is recorded
in the Roman martyrology on 2 July.

The area of western Prussia around Gdańsk was Christianized via
Pomerania as well, and the monastery of Oliwa at Gdańsk was
established at that time, while eastern Prussia was Christianized later
via Riga by the Teutonic Knights.

See also [edit]

Prüfening Abbey
Ulrich of Bamberg
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Oudoceus

Saint Oudoceus

Church of St Oudoceus, Llandogo

Born 6th Century

Venerated in Orthodox Church
Catholic Church

Feast 2 July[1]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Oudoceus (Latin) or Euddogwy (Welsh) (c.536–c.615[2] or
625) is generally known as the third Bishop of Llandaff in South
Wales. In reality he was probably a 7th-century bishop at Llandeilo
Fawr. Wendy Davies puts his episcopal reign between about 650
and 700.

Life [edit]

Information regarding Oudeceus is largely derived from the 12th
century Book of Llandaff, composed to enhance the prestige of
the see of Llandaff as reorganised by the Normans.[3] His
supposed consecration by the Archbishop of Canterbury is the
first mention in a written source of the diocese being subservient
to Canterbury.[4]

Land grants in the Book of Llandaff show Oudoceus as a
contemporary of late 7th-century kings of South Wales.[4] He was said to be a son of Anawed, the sister of Saint
Teilo.[3] His brothers were said to be the saints Ismael, Bishop of Rhos, and Tyfei, the martyr.[5]

His associations with Llandaff are very strong and it seems he was an early patron of the church there, where
he is said to have placed relics of Saint Teilo, one of his predecessors as bishop. In the Life of St. Oudoceus,
Einion, King of Glywysing, is said to have been hunting a stag amongst the rocks and woods of the river Wye;
when the stag reaching the cloak of Oudoceus lay down on it, the hounds were unable to touch it.[6] Einion then
made a gift of land to the saint.[4] Einion, however, was the son of Morgan Hen ab Owain (died 974), thus not a
contemporary.[7]

The original church at Llandaff (perhaps a monastery) may well have been an early foundation. However, it is
likely to have been founded by Saint Oudoceus rather than Saint Teilo. He eventually retired to Llandogo, near
Tintern, and died there on 2 July, which is his feast day.[2] He was supposedly buried at the church in Llandaff,
on the site of the present Llandaff Cathedral, where there was a shrine to him until 1547.[2] He is one of the
three saints to whom the cathedral is dedicated.

Hagiography [edit]

Oudoceus's 12th-century hagiographic 'life' in the Book of Llandaff tells how he was the son of King Budic of
Brittany,[8] born in that country shortly after his father's return there from exile in Dyfed. His mother, Anawed,
was said to be the sister of Saint Teilo[1] and Budic promised that Oudoceus could train for a life in the Church
under him. So Oudoceus came to Wales and eventually succeeded Teilo as Bishop of Llandaff.[9]

There is no evidence that Llandaff was the centre of a bishopric until at least the early 11th century, and it is
now thought that Oudoceus could have been based at Llandeilo Fawr or at Llandogo, where he is said to have
been a bishop in c.580.[2] The "cult of Euddogwy" may thus have been a revival of the cult of an earlier saint
which attempted to derive legitimacy from the connection with Llandaff.[10]
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Oxford Martyrs

Oxford Martyrs

The burning of Latimer and Ridley, from the Book of
Martyrs by John Foxe (1563)

Born England

Died 1555, 1556, Oxford, England

Means of martyrdom Burned at the stake

Venerated in Anglican Communion

Feast October 16

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article includes a list of references, related reading or external links,
but its sources remain unclear because it lacks inline citations.
Please help to improve this article by introducing more precise citations.
(August 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

The Oxford Martyrs were Protestants tried for heresy in
1555 and burnt at the stake in Oxford, England, for their
religious beliefs and teachings, during the Marian
persecution in England.

The three martyrs were the Anglican bishops Hugh Latimer,
Nicholas Ridley and Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

Contents [hide]
1 History
2 Gallery
3 See also
4 External links

History [edit]

The three were tried at University Church of St Mary the
Virgin, the official church of the University of Oxford on the
High Street. The men were imprisoned at the former
Bocardo Prison near the extant St Michael at the Northgate
church (at the north gate of the city walls) in Cornmarket
Street. The door of their cell is on display in the tower of the church.

The men were burnt at the stake just outside the city walls to the north, where Broad Street is now located.
Latimer and Ridley were burnt on 16 October 1555. Cranmer was burnt five months later on 21 March 1556.

A small area paved with granite setts forming a cross in the centre of the road outside the front of Balliol
College marks the site. The Victorian spire-like Martyrs' Memorial, at the south end of St Giles' nearby,
commemorates the events. It is claimed, notably in the early part of the novel 'The Negotiator' by Frederick
Forsyth, that the scorch marks from the flames can still be seen on the doors of Balliol College (now rehung
between the Front Quadrangle and Garden Quadrangle).

Gallery [edit]
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"Latimer before the
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Kronheim.

 

"Death of Cranmer", from
the same.
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A memorial plaque,
installed in 2008, to the
Martyrs Reformation both
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who lived in Oxfordshire,
taught at the University of
Oxford, or were brought
to Oxford for execution.
Northern wall of the
University Church of St
Mary the Virgin, Oxford,
United Kingdom.
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