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Áed Dub mac Colmáin or Áed(h) of Kildare is a former King of Leinster, and an Irish saint, commemorated
by Colgan under date of 4 January; but much obscurity attaches to his life-work.

The Annals of the Four Masters and the Annals of Ulster agree in the account of this monarch, who resigned
his crown and eventually became Bishop of Kildare. Under the name of Aidus, a Latinized form of Áed, his name
is to be found in several martyrologies. The year of his death was 639, according to the corrected chronology of
the "Annals of Ulster."

Colgan tells us that he resigned the throne of Leinster in 591 (really, 592), and entered the great monastery of
Kildare, where he served God for forty-eight years, becoming successively abbot of Kildare and bishop of
Kildare. His episcopate was from about 630 to 639.

He must not be confounded with Áed Finn, king of Ossory, known as "Áed the cleric," who was a contemporary,
and resigned the throne of Ossory for a monastic cell. St. Áed of Leinster is styled Áed Dub, from his dark
features, whilst Áed of Ossory was fair, hence the affix finn (fionn = fair). Another St. Áed is venerated on 3
May.
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 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Flood, William Henry Grattan
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 This Irish biographical article is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.
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Blessed
Álvaro of Córdoba

O.P.

Blessed Alvarez of Córdoba.

Priest
Born c. 1350

Zamora, Spain

Died 19 February 1430 (aged 80)
Córdoba, Spain

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church

Beatified 22 September 1741, Saint
Peter's Basilica, Papal States by
Pope Benedict XIV

Feast 19 February

Attributes Dominican habit

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Not to be confused with Álvaro of Córdoba (Mozarab).

Álvaro of Córdoba (c.1350–c.1430) was born at Zamora in Spain
and entered the Order of Preachers in 1368. He preached
throughout Spain and Italy and also established the priory of Scala
Caeli at Córdoba where he promoted the regular life. By his
preaching and contemplation of the Lord's Passion he spread the
practice of the Way of the Cross throughout the West. He died on
19 February 1430. Pope Benedict XIV beatified him in 1741.
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Áurea of San Millán

Saint Aurea of San Millán
Born 1043

Villavelayo, Taifa of Zaragoza

Died 11 March 1070
San Millán de la Cogolla,
Kingdom of Pamplona

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
(Spain)Europe

Major shrine Monastery of San Millán de la
Cogolla, La Rioja, Spain, Europe

Feast 11 March

Patronage Villavelayo, La Rioja, Spain

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Aurea or Oria (from the Latin: golden) (1043-1070), was a
Spanish anchorite saint attached to the Monastery of San Millán
de la Cogolla, in the Spanish Province of La Rioja (Europe). She is
commemorated on 11 March.[1]
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Life [edit]

Aurea was born in 1043 in the village of Villavelayo, then part of the Taifa of Zaragoza, a region controlled by
the Moors. According to tradition, her mother was St. Amunia. As a child, she studied the Scriptures and the
lives of the early martyrs of the Church under the guidance of a monk named Munio, who would later write her
vita.[1] Her favorite saints to meditate upon and to try to imitate were Saint Agatha, Saint Eulalia and Saint
Cecilia.

When she was aged nine, Amunia and Aurea decided to leave the world and to embrace a life of asceticism.[2]

They went to the Monastery of San Millán de la Cogolla, where they appealed to the prior, Dominic (later
founder and namesake of the Abbey of Santo Domingo de Silos) for help in this. After some consideration as to
how to proceed, for Aurea Prior Dominic had a narrow anchorhold built for her in the wall of the monastery
church, with a small window through which she could see the altar, and another to the outside. He then
consecrated her and had her walled into her new cell.[1]

Aurea completely applied herself to the contemplative life. By the age of 20, she was living in a cave where she
received a vision of her three favorite saints and was encouraged to follow her chosen lifestyle with more zeal.
St. Eulalia gave her a pigeon, which image became connected to her, instructing her to follow it as an example
of how she was to seek God.[2] According to tradition, she performed many miracles and many people began to
seek her advice and prayers. She supported herself by embroidering vestments for the monastery and baking
hosts for the Mass.[1]

Aurea did not live long after her visions. During the winter of 1070 she contracted a painful disease, in the
course of which she sent for her tutor, Munio. At the time of her death, Aurea was twenty-seven years old.[1] Her
body was initially buried in her cave, which served as her shrine until 1609, when the bulk of her remains were
enshrined at the monastery, with some being given to the parish church of her home town of Villavelayo, where
a special chapel was built to house them and to honor her as the patron saint of the town.[2]

A confraternity established to honor her cares for the shrine at the church and organizes an annual trip to the
shrine at the monastery.

Veneration [edit]

Gonzalo de Berceo, considered the first poet of the Spanish language, wrote an account of her life called the
Vida de Santa Oria.[3]
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Æbbe of Coldingham

St Æbbe the Elder
Born c. 615

Northumbria, England

Died 683
Coldingham, Scotland

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Feast 25 August

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed.
Find sources: "Æbbe of Coldingham" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR
(December 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

For the later Abbess of Coldingham, see Æbbe the Younger.

Æbbe (c. 615 – 683) was an Anglian abbess and noblewoman.
She was the daughter of Æthelfrith, king of Bernicia from c. 593 to
616. She founded monasteries at Ebchester and St Abb's Head
near Coldingham in Scotland.
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Life [edit]

Early life [edit]

Æbbe was the daughter of King Æthelfrith of Bernicia[1] and Acha of Deira.[2] Her brothers were Oswald of
Northumbria and Oswiu.[3]

Æthelfrith invaded the neighbouring kingdom of Deira in 604, and deposed the heir, Acha's brother Edwin, who
fled into exile. Æthelfrith was the first Bernician king to also rule Deira, giving him an important place in the
history of the later Kingdom of Northumbria.

Edwin took refuge in the court of King Rædwald of East Anglia, and with his support in 616, raised an army
against Æthelfrith. Edwin's forces defeated and killed Æthelfrith, and Edwin gained the throne of Bernicia and
Deira. The kingdom was no longer safe for Æthelfrith's children, as they presented potential rival claims to
Edwin's rule. Æbbe fled north with her mother and brothers to exile in the court of Eochaid Buide of Dál Riata. It
was during this time of exile in western Scotland that she and her brothers were converted to Christianity.

Abbess [edit]

While the sons of Æthelfrith always represented a threat to Edwin, he was finally deposed by an alliance of the
Mercian King Penda and the Welsh king Cadwallon. They raised an army against Edwin and killed him in battle
in 633. Eanfrith, eldest son of Æthelfrith, and Æbbe's half-brother, returned as King of Bernicia, however the
alliance proved short-lived and he was later killed by Cadwallon. The year following, Æthelfrith's son Oswald
returned and drove the invaders from both Bernicia and Deira, thus establishing himself on the throne of
Northumbria. He was however defeated and killed in battle in 642 by Penda, and was succeeded as king by his
brother Oswiu.

With her brothers on the throne of Northumbria, Æbbe could return from exile and with their support established
a monastery[4] at Ebchester and later within the remains of a 6th-century fort at urbs Coludi, now known as Kirk
Hill at St Abb's Head, latterly evolving into This religious house lasted for about 40 years and was a double
separate monastery of both monks and nuns governed by Æbbe. Legend says she became a nun to avoid the
attentions of a certain Prince Aidan. However, he refused to give up his suit and it is said that due to her
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prayers the tide stayed high around Kirk Hill for three days and protected her. Æbbe was instrumental in the
spread of Christianity to the still largely pagan Angles on the Northumbrian coast.

Ecgfrith of Northumbria was the son of Æbbe's brother Oswiu, who arranged a marriage between the then
fifteen year old Ecgfrith and Æthelthryth, daughter of King Anna of East Anglia.

She educated the ex-queen Æthelthryth first wife of Ecgfrith, who later after graduating from Æbbe's tutelage
established a religious site on which now stands Ely Cathedral.[1]

Her political prowess also proved important in rectifying a dispute between her nephew Ecgfrith, King of
Northumbria, who had succeeded his father Oswui in 670, and the Bishop Wilfrid. The dispute started with
Wilfrid's support for Queen Ætheldreda, who wished despite her marriage to preserve her virginity, and to enter
a monastery. With his support she had become a nun at Æbbes monastery. The ill feeling in court against
Wilfrid continued with Ecgfrith's second wife, Iurmenburh, who became hostile to Wilfrid on account of the vast
estates which he had acquired and the way he travelled about with a large armed retinue, like that of a king.
This culminated in Wilfrid being imprisoned at Dunbar at Ecgfrith's whim. Thanks to Æbbe's political skills, on a
visit by Ecgfrith to the monastery on Kirk hill, she managed to persuade her nephew to release the bishop.[1]

Due to the noble background of members of the religious community, the monastery would also have been a
place for eating, drinking and entertainment. While Æbbe, herself was noted for her own piety, she had trouble
enforcing discipline at the monastery. The monks and nuns thus became very lax and worldly. This leads to one
of the most famous miracles surrounding the patron saint of southeast Scotland and northeast England, St.
Cuthbert who visited Æbbe's monastery to instruct the community. At night Cuthbert would disappear to bathe
and pray in the sea, to stop himself succumbing to temptations of the flesh. Very early one morning, a monk
from the monastery spied him praying and singing psalms in the sea and as Cuthbert came ashore, he saw or
imagined he saw two otters bound out of the sea and join Cuthbert. The most likely location for this event is
Horse Castle bay at the base of the Kirk Hill.

Death [edit]

Shortly after the death of Æbbe, and as foretold in prophecy by the monk Adamnan, in 683 the monastery
burned down. The monastic site was abandoned, and by the first half of the 8th century, as Bede confirms, the
site was deserted. The early work of Æbbe in establishing the Christian religion in south-east Scotland was not
forgotten, and in a book written about c.1200 by the monks of Coldingham, they tell of many pilgrims visiting the
Kirk Hill and the spring at Well Mouth, located at the top of the beach now called Horse Castle Bay. St. Æbbe's
feast day is celebrated on August 25.

Archeology [edit]

The remains of the monastery at Coldingham was discovered near the Coldingham Priory (a historical house for
Benedictine monks), according to the announcement on March 8, 2019 by DigVentures, a U.K.-based group led
by archaeologists and supported by crowdfunding.[5]

See also [edit]

Coldingham Priory
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
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Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
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Æbbe the Younger

Saint Æbbe of Coldingham

The self-mutilation of Saint Æbbe and her
community. Plate from Ecclesiae Anglicanae
Trophae (1584), a collection of engravings by
Giovanni Battista de'Cavalieri after murals by

Niccolò Circignani in the chapel of the
Venerable English College, Rome.

Born Unknown

Died 2 April 870
Coldingham Monastery, Scotland

Canonized Pre-Congregation

Feast 2 April

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the earlier Abbess of Coldingham, see Æbbe the Elder.

Saint Æbbe of Coldingham [also Ebbe, Aebbe, Abb], also
known as "Æbbe the Younger", (died 2 April 870) was an Abbess
of Coldingham Priory in south-east Scotland.[1]

Like many of her fellow female saints of Anglo-Saxon England, little
is known about her life.[2] She presided over the Benedictine
Abbey at Coldingham.[3]

She is best known for an act of self-mutilation to avoid rape by
Viking invaders: according to a ninth-century chronicle, she took a
razor and cut off her nose in front of the nuns, who followed her
example.[4] Their appearance so disgusted the invaders that the
women were saved from rape but not from death, as the Danes
soon returned and set fire to the convent, killing Æbbe and her
entire community.[5] It has been suggested that this is the origin of
the saying cutting off the nose to spite the face.
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Ælfflæd of Whitby

Saint Elflaeda of Whitby

Whitby Abbey

Died 714

Feast 8 February

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other people with the same name, see Ælfflæd.

Saint Ælfflæd (654–714) was the daughter of King Oswiu of
Northumbria and Eanflæd. She was abbess of Whitby Abbey, an
abbey of nuns that were known for their skills in medicine, from the
death of her kinswoman Hilda in 680, first jointly with her mother,
then alone. Ælfflæd was particularly known for her skills in surgery
and her personal attention to patients, as was Hilda, who was
known for her personalized medical care.[1]

Life [edit]

Most of Ælfflæd's life was spent as a nun. When she was about a
year old, her father, King Oswiu of Northumbria, in thanksgiving for
his victory over Penda of Mercia at the Battle of the Winwæd,
handed her over to abbess Hilda to be brought up at Hartlepool Abbey.[2][3] When Hilda left to found Whitby
Abbey in 657 or 658, she brought Ælfflæd with her.

Upon Hilda's death in 680, Oswiu's widow, Eanflæd and their daughter Ælfflæd became joint abbesses and later
in the 680s, Ælfflæd was sole abbess until her death in 714.[4] The Northumbrian church of Cuthbert's time was
a wealthy and aristocratic institution. On at least one occasion princess Abbess Ælfflæd is found banqueting
with St. Cuthbert of Lindisfarne.[5]

In the Life of St. Cuthbert, the saint assures Ælfflæd, who is concerned over the succession, that she will find
Ecgfrith's successor 'to be a brother no less than the other one' (Anon. V. Cuthberti 3.6). Cuthbert then tells the
puzzled Ælfflæd that this brother is 'on some island beyond this sea', at which point she realises that he is
talking of Aldfrith 'who was then on the island which is called Iona' (Anon. V. Cuthberti 3.6).[6] Like her mother,
Ælfflæd was associated with Bishop Wilfrid, and played a large part in the settlement which placed her nephew
Osred son of Aldfrith on the throne in 705. She was an important political figure from the death of her brother
Ecgfrith in 685 until her death.

According to one account, Ælfflaed had been afflicted with a crippling disease for some time. One day she
thought about Cuthbert and wished she had something belonging to him, for she was certain that would help
her. Soon afterwards a messenger arrived with the gift of a linen girdle from Cuthbert. She put this on and within
three days was restored to health.[7]

One letter of Ælfflaed, to Adolana, abbess of Pfalzel, survives in the Bonifatian correspondence, which provides
rare evidence for interaction between female religious leaders in the Early Medieval period.[8] In this letter
Ælfflaed seeks advice and assistance for a fellow abbess, who wished to go on pilgrimage to Rome, shedding
light on Whitby's Continental connections in the years after Hilda's death.[9]

Her piety was praised by contemporaries such as Bede and Stephen of Ripon. Bede refers to her high degree
of holiness and devotion, while Stephen calls her the consoler of the whole kingdom and the best counsellor.

Ælfflæd was considered a saint and her feast day was celebrated on 8 February. She was buried at Whitby. A
late hagiography, the Vita sanctae Elfledae, survives, collected in John Capgrave's Nova Legenda Angliae of
1516.

Excavations in the 1920s by Radford and Peers found several building foundations and two inscribed memorial
stones believed to record the deaths of St. Ælfflaed, Abbess of Whitby, and Cyneburgh, queen of King
Oswald.[10]
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
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Ælfgifu of Exeter

v · t · e

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ælfgifu of Exeter was an Anglo-Saxon saint, of unknown date or origin, whose relics were held by Exeter
Cathedral. She is mentioned in the Old English Exeter relic-list as "the holy servant of Christ ... who would daily
perform her confession before she went into church".[1] It is possible that she is the 10th-century royal abbess,
Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury wife of Edmund I (as one 12th-century writer believed), but it is "more likely" according to
historian John Blair that she was not.[1]

See also [edit]

List of Anglo-Saxon saints

Notes [edit]

1.  ̂a b Blair, "Handlist", p. 504
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
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Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury

Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury
Queen consort of England

Tenure 939–944

Died 944

Burial Shaftesbury Abbey

Spouse Edmund I, King of England

Issue Eadwig, King of England
Edgar, King of England

Mother Wynflaed

Will of Wynflæd (British Library Cotton Charters viii. 38)[5]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury, also known as Saint Elgiva (died
944)[1] was the first wife of Edmund I (r. 939–946), by whom she
bore two future kings, Eadwig (r. 955–959) and Edgar (r. 959–
975). Like her mother Wynflaed, she had a close and special if
unknown connection with the royal nunnery of Shaftesbury
(Dorset), founded by King Alfred,[2] where she was buried and
soon revered as a saint. According to a pre-Conquest tradition
from Winchester, her feast day is 18 May.[3][4]
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Family background [edit]

Her mother appears to have been an associate of
Shaftesbury Abbey called Wynflaed (also
Wynnflæd). The vital clue comes from a charter of
King Edgar, in which he confirmed the grant of an
estate at Uppidelen (Piddletrenthide, Dorset) made
by his grandmother (ava) Wynflæd to
Shaftesbury.[6] She may well be the nun or vowess
(religiosa femina) of this name in a charter dated
942 and preserved in the abbey's chartulary. It
records that she received and retrieved from King
Edmund a handful of estates in Dorset, namely Cheselbourne and Winterbourne Tomson, which somehow
ended up in the possession of the community.[7]

Since no father or siblings are known, further speculation on Ælfgifu's background has largely depended on the
identity of her mother, whose relatively uncommon name has invited further guesswork. H. P. R. Finberg
suggests that she was the Wynflæd who drew up a will, supposedly sometime in the mid-10th century, after
Ælfgifu's death. This lady held many estates scattered across Wessex (in Somerset, Wiltshire, Berkshire,
Oxfordshire, and Hampshire) and was well connected with the nunneries at Wilton and Shaftesbury, both of
which were royal foundations. On that basis, a number of relatives have been proposed for Ælfgifu, including a
sister called Æthelflæd, a brother called Eadmær, and a grandmother called Brihtwyn.[8]

There is, however, no consensus among scholars about Finberg's suggestion. Simon Keynes and Gale R.
Owen object that there is no sign of royal relatives or connections in Wynflæd's will and Finberg's assumptions
about Ælfgifu's family therefore stand on shaky ground.[9] Andrew Wareham is less troubled about this and
suggests that different kinship strategies may account for it.[10] Much of the issue of identification also seems to
hang on the number of years by which Wynflæd can plausibly have outlived her daughter. In this light, it is
significant that on palaeographical grounds, David Dumville has rejected the conventional date of c. 950 for the
will, which he considers “speculative and too early” (and that one Wynflæd was still alive in 967).[11]

Married life [edit]

The sources do not record the date of Ælfgifu's marriage to Edmund. The eldest son Eadwig, who had barely
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The remains of the Norman buildings which replaced the earlier ones at Shaftesbury
Abbey.

reached majority on his accession in 955, may have been born around 940, which gives us only a very rough
terminus ante quem for the betrothal. Although as the mother of two future kings, Ælfgifu proved to be an
important royal bed companion, there is no strictly contemporary evidence that she was ever consecrated as
queen. In a charter of doubtful authenticity dated 942-946, she attests as the king's concubine (concubina
regis).[12] but later in the century Æthelweard the Chronicler styles her queen (regina).

Much of Ælfgifu's claim to
fame derives from her
association with
Shaftesbury. Her
patronage of the
community is suggested by
a charter of King Æthelred,
dated 984, according to
which the abbey
exchanged with King
Edmund the large estate at
Tisbury (Wiltshire) for
Butticanlea (unidentified).
Ælfgifu received it from her
husband and intended to
bequeath it back to the
nunnery, but such had not
yet come to pass (her son
Eadwig demanded that
Butticanlea was returned to the royal family first).[13]

Ælfgifu predeceased her husband in 944.[14] In the early 12th century, William of Malmesbury wrote that she
suffered from an illness during the last few years of her life, but there may have been some confusion with
details of Æthelgifu's life as recorded in a forged foundation charter of the late 11th or 12th century (see
below).[15] Her body was buried and enshrined at the nunnery.[16]

Sainthood [edit]

Ælfgifu was venerated as a saint soon after her burial at Shaftesbury. Æthelweard reports that many miracles
had taken place at her tomb up to his day,[17] and these were apparently attracting some local attention.
Lantfred of Winchester, who wrote in the 970's and so can be called the earliest known witness of her cult, tells
of a young man from Collingbourne (possibly Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire), who in the hope of being cured
of blindness travelled to Shaftesbury and kept vigil. What led him there was the reputation of “the venerable St
Ælfgifu [...] at whose tomb many bodies of sick person receive medication through the omnipotence of God”.[18]

Despite the new prominence of Edward the Martyr as a saint interred at Shaftesbury, her cult continued to
flourish in later Anglo-Saxon England, as evidenced by her inclusion in a list of saints' resting places, at least 8
pre-Conquest calendars and 3 or 4 litanies from Winchester.[19]

Ælfgifu is styled a saint (Sancte Ælfgife) in the D-text of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (mid-11th century) at the
point where it specifies Eadwig's and Edgar's royal parentage.[20] Her cult may have been fostered and used to
enhance the status of the royal lineage, more narrowly that of her descendants.[21] Lantfred attributes her
healing power both to her own merits and those of her son Edgar. It may have been due to her association that
in 979 the supposed body of her murdered grandson Edward the Martyr was exhumed and in a spectacular
ceremony, received at the nunnery of Shaftesbury, under the supervision of ealdorman Ælfhere.[22]

According to William of Malmesbury, Ælfgifu would secretly redeem those who were publicly condemned to
severe judgment, she gave expensive clothes to the poor, and she also had prophetic powers as well as powers
of healing.[23]

Ælfgifu's fame at Shaftesbury seems to have eclipsed that of its first abbess, King Alfred's daughter
Æthelgifu,[24] so much so perhaps that William of Malmesbury wrote contradictory reports on the abbey's early
history. In the Gesta regum, he correctly identifies the first abbess as Alfred's daughter, following Asser,
although he gives her the name of Ælfgifu (Elfgiva),[25] while in his Gesta pontificum, he credits Edmund's wife
Ælfgifu with the foundation.[26] Either William encountered conflicting information, or he meant to say that
Ælfgifu refounded the nunnery.[27] In any event, William would have had access to local traditions at
Shaftesbury, since he probably wrote a now lost metrical Life for the community, a fragment of which he
included in his Gesta pontificum:[28]
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Latin text Translation

Nam nonnullis passa annis morborum molestiam,

defecatam et excoctam Deo dedit animam.
Functas ergo uitae fato beatas exuuias
infinitis clemens signis illustrabat Deitas.
Inops uisus et auditus si adorant tumulum,
sanitati restituti probant sanctae meritum.
Rectum gressum refert domum qui accessit
loripes,
mente captus redit sanus, boni sensus locuples

For some years she suffered from illness,

And gave to God a soul that it had purged and purified
When she died, God brought lustre to her blessed
remains
In his clemency with countless miracles.
If a blind man or a deaf worship at her tomb,
They are restored to health and prove the saint's merits.
He who went there lame comes home firm of step,
The madman returns sane, rich in good sense.[29]

See also [edit]

Ælfgifu of Exeter

Notes [edit]

1. ^ "St. Elgiva of Shaftesbury" . catholic.org.
2. ^ Asser, Vita Ælfredi ch. 98.
3. ^ Lantfred, Translatio et Miracula S. Swithuni: pp. 328-9 n. 299 (Lapidge's commentary).
4. ^ Elgiva May 18 . Latin Saints of the Orthodox Patriarchate of Rome.
5. ^ Charter S 1539  at the Electronic Sawyer
6. ^ S 744 (AD 966). Edgar's paternal grandmother was Eadgifu of Kent.
7. ^ S 485 (AD 942); Yorke, Nunneries and the Anglo-Saxon royal houses. pp. 82-3. See further Kelly, Charters of

Shaftesbury Abbey. pp. 53-9.
8. ^ S 1539; Finberg, The Early Charters of Wessex. p. 44. Whitelock, Anglo-Saxon wills, p. 109, identifies the

testatrix with the religiosa femina of S 485 (AD 942), but she is silent about Edgar's grandmother. Brihtwyn has
been tentatively identified as the wife of Alfred, bishop of Sherborne, but this has been disputed. See Whitelock,
Anglo-Saxon Wills; Owen, “Wynflæd's wardrobe.” p. 197, note 2.

9. ^ Keynes, “Alfred the Great and Shaftesbury Abbey.” pp. 43-5; Owen, “Wynflæd's wardrobe.” p. 197 note 1; Yorke,
Nunneries and the Anglo-Saxon royal houses. p. 100 note 136.

10. ^ Wareham, “Transformation of kinship.” pp. 382-3.
11. ^ Dumville, “English square minuscule.” p. 146 note 75. The Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England also links

Wynflæd with the noble matrona of that name, who appears in as late as 967 receiving royal grants of land in
Hampshire. S 754 (AD 967); Wynnflæd 3 , PASE.

12. ^ S 514 (AD 942 x 946); Campbell, A., 1973 The Charters of Rochester, p. xxvi (cited in Sawyer, S514 ),
13. ^ S 850 (AD 984).
14. ^ Æthelweard, Chronicon, book IV, chapter 6, which assigns her death to the year that Amlaíb Cuarán and Ragnall

were expelled from York.
15. ^ S 357; Gesta pontificum Anglorum vol II, pp. 130-1 (Thomson's commentary); Yorke, Nunneries and the Anglo-

Saxon royal houses, p. 76.
16. ^ See Lantfred and Æthelweard below.
17. ^ Æthelweard, Chronicon, book IV, chapter 6.
18. ^ Lantfred, Translatio et Miracula S. Swithuni, ch. 36.
19. ^ Thacker.,“Dynastic monasteries.” p. 259; On the resting places of English saints, ed. Liebermann, II no. 36.
20. ^ Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (D) s.a. 955.
21. ^ Yorke, Nunneries and the Anglo-Saxon royal houses. p. 83.
22. ^ Yorke, Nunneries and the Anglo-Saxon royal houses. p. 115.
23. ^ Studies in the Early History of Shaftesbury Abbey. Dorset County Council, 1999
24. ^ Yorke, Nunneries and the Anglo-Saxon royal houses, p. 77.
25. ^ William of Malmesbury, Gesta regum, ch. 122.
26. ^ William of Malmesbury, Gesta pontificum, book 2, ch. 86.
27. ^ William of Malmesbury, Gesta pontificum. Vol. II. p. 131. The latter suggestion was made by Patrick Wormald in

correspondence with Thomson.
28. ^ William of Malmesbury, Gesta pontificum. Vol. II. p. 131.
29. ^ William of Malmesbury, Gesta pontificum, book 2, ch. 86.
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Preceded by
Eadgifu of Kent

as Queen of the Anglo-Saxons

Queen Consort of England
939–944

Succeeded by
Æthelflæd of Damerham

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
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Ælfheah of Canterbury

Saint
Ælfheah

Archbishop of Canterbury

A 15th-century illuminated manuscript showing
Ælfheah being asked for advice

Appointed 1006

Term ended 19 April 1012

Predecessor Ælfric of Abingdon

Successor Lyfing

Other posts Abbot of Bath Abbey
Bishop of Winchester

Orders
Consecration 19 October 984

Personal details
Born c. 953

Weston, Somerset, England

Died 19 April 1012
Greenwich, Kent, England

Buried Canterbury Cathedral

Sainthood
Feast day 19 April

Venerated in Catholic Church[1]

Eastern Orthodox Church[2][3]

Anglican Communion[4]

Canonized 1078
Rome
by Pope Gregory VII

Attributes Archbishop holding an axe[5]

Patronage Greenwich; Solihull; kidnap
victims[6]

Shrines Canterbury Cathedral
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For other people with the given name, see Ælfheah.

Ælfheah[a][b] (c. 953 – 19 April 1012), more commonly known today as Alphege, was an Anglo-Saxon Bishop of Winchester, later Archbishop of
Canterbury. He became an anchorite before being elected abbot of Bath Abbey. His reputation for piety and sanctity led to his promotion to the
episcopate and, eventually, to his becoming archbishop. Ælfheah furthered the cult of Dunstan and also encouraged learning. He was captured by
Viking raiders in 1011 during the Siege of Canterbury and killed by them the following year after refusing to allow himself to be ransomed. Ælfheah was
canonised as a saint in 1078. Thomas Becket, a later Archbishop of Canterbury, prayed to him just before his own murder in Canterbury Cathedral in
1170.
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Life [edit]

Ælfheah was born around 953,[8] supposedly in Weston on the outskirts of Bath,[9] and became a monk early in life.[10] He first entered the monastery of
Deerhurst, but then moved to Bath, where he became an anchorite.[11] He was noted for his piety and austerity and rose to become abbot of Bath
Abbey.[10] The 12th century chronicler William of Malmesbury recorded that Ælfheah was a monk and prior at Glastonbury Abbey,[12] but this is not
accepted by all historians.[10] Indications are that Ælfheah became abbot at Bath by 982, perhaps as early as around 977. He perhaps shared authority
with his predecessor Æscwig after 968.[12]

Probably due to the influence of Dunstan, the Archbishop of Canterbury (959–988), Ælfheah was elected Bishop of Winchester in 984,[13][14] and was
consecrated on 19 October that year.[11] While bishop he was largely responsible for the construction of a large organ in the cathedral, audible from
over a mile (1600 m) away and said to require more than 24 men to operate. He also built and enlarged the city's churches,[15] and promoted the cult of
Swithun and his own predecessor, Æthelwold of Winchester.[11] One act promoting Æthelwold's cult was the translation of Æthelwold's body to a new
tomb in the cathedral at Winchester, which Ælfheah presided over on 10 September 996.[16]

Following a Viking raid in 994, a peace treaty was agreed with one of the raiders, Olaf Tryggvason. Besides receiving danegeld, Olaf converted to
Christianity[17] and undertook never to raid or fight the English again.[18] Ælfheah may have played a part in the treaty negotiations, and it is certain that
he confirmed Olaf in his new faith.[11]

In 1006 Ælfheah succeeded Ælfric as Archbishop of Canterbury,[19][20] taking Swithun's head with him as a relic for the new location.[11] He went to Rome
in 1007 to receive his pallium—symbol of his status as an archbishop—from Pope John XVIII, but was robbed during his journey.[21] While at Canterbury
he promoted the cult of Dunstan,[11] ordering the writing of the second Life of Dunstan, which Adelard of Ghent composed between 1006 and 1011.[22]

He also introduced new practices into the liturgy, and was instrumental in the Witenagemot's recognition of Wulfsige of Sherborne as a saint in about
1012.[23]

Ælfheah sent Ælfric of Eynsham to Cerne Abbey to take charge of its monastic school.[24] He was present at the council of May 1008 at which Wulfstan
II, Archbishop of York, preached his Sermo Lupi ad Anglos (The Sermon of the Wolf to the English), castigating the English for their moral failings and
blaming the latter for the tribulations afflicting the country.[25]

In 1011 the Danes again raided England, and from 8–29 September they laid siege to Canterbury. Aided by the treachery of Ælfmaer, whose life Ælfheah had once saved, the raiders succeeded in
sacking the city.[26][c] Ælfheah was taken prisoner and held captive for seven months.[27] Godwine (Bishop of Rochester), Leofrun (abbess of St Mildrith's), and the king's reeve, Ælfweard were
captured also, but the abbot of St Augustine's Abbey, Ælfmær, managed to escape.[26] Canterbury Cathedral was plundered and burned by the Danes following Ælfheah's capture.[28]

Death [edit]

Main article: Siege of Canterbury

Ælfheah refused to allow a ransom to be paid for his freedom, and as a result was killed on 19 April 1012 at Greenwich[27] (then in Kent, now part of London), reputedly on the site of St Alfege's
Church.[19][20] The account of Ælfheah's death appears in the E version of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle:

... the raiding-army became much stirred up against the bishop, because he did not want to offer them any money, and forbade that anything might be granted in return for him. Also
they were very drunk, because there was wine brought from the south. Then they seized the bishop, led him to their "hustings"[d] on the Saturday in the octave of Easter, and then
pelted him there with bones and the heads of cattle; and one of them struck him on the head with the butt of an axe, so that with the blow he sank down and his holy blood fell on the
earth, and sent forth his holy soul to God's kingdom.[29]

Ælfheah was the first Archbishop of Canterbury to die a violent death.[30] A contemporary report tells that Thorkell the Tall attempted to save Ælfheah from the mob about to kill him by offering
everything he owned except for his ship, in exchange for Ælfheah's life; Thorkell's presence is not mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, however.[31] Some sources record that the final blow, with
the back of an axe, was delivered as an act of kindness by a Christian convert known as "Thrum." Ælfheah was buried in St Paul's Cathedral.[11] In 1023 his body was moved by King Cnut to
Canterbury, with great ceremony.[32][e] Thorkell the Tall was appalled at the brutality of his fellow raiders, and switched sides to the English king Æthelred the Unready following Ælfheah's death.[34]

Veneration [edit]

Pope Gregory VII canonised Ælfheah in 1078, with a feast day of 19 April.[1] Lanfranc, the first post-Conquest archbishop, was dubious about some of the saints venerated at Canterbury. He was
persuaded of Ælfheah's sanctity,[35] but Ælfheah and Augustine of Canterbury were the only pre-conquest Anglo-Saxon archbishops kept on Canterbury's calendar of saints.[36] Ælfheah's shrine,
which had become neglected, was rebuilt and expanded in the early 12th century under Anselm of Canterbury, who was instrumental in retaining Ælfheah's name in the church calendar.[37][38] After
the 1174 fire in Canterbury Cathedral, Ælfheah's remains together with those of Dunstan were placed around the high altar, at which Thomas Becket is said to have commended his life into
Ælfheah's care shortly before his martyrdom during the Becket controversy.[11] The new shrine was sealed in lead,[39] and was north of the high altar, sharing the honour with Dunstan's shrine,
which was located south of the high altar.[40] A Life of Saint Ælfheah in prose and verse was written by a Canterbury monk named Osbern, at Lanfranc's request. The prose version has survived, but
the Life is very much a hagiography: many of the stories it contains have obvious Biblical parallels, making them suspect as a historical record.[11]

In the late medieval period, Ælfheah's feast day was celebrated in Scandinavia, perhaps because of the saint's connection with Cnut.[41] Few church dedications to him are known, with most of them
occurring in Kent and one each in London and Winchester;[7] as well as St Alfege's Church in Greenwich, a nearby hospital (1931–1968) was named after him.[42] In Kent there are two 12th century
parish churches dedicated to St Alphege at Seasalter and Canterbury. Reputedly his body lay in these churches overnight on his way back to Canterbury Cathedral for burial.[43] In the town of
Solihull in the West Midlands St Alphege Church is dedicated to Ælfheah dating back to approximately 1277.[44] In 1929 a new church in Bath was designed by Giles Gilbert Scott in homage to the
ancient Roman church of Santa Maria in Cosmedin, and dedicated to Ælfheah under the name of Alphege.[45]

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Old English: Ælfhēah, "elf-tall"
b. ^ Officially remembered as Saint Alphege within some churches,[4][5] and also called Elphege, Alfege,[7] or Godwine.[8]

c. ^ How exactly Ælfheah had saved Ælfmaer's life is not recorded in any source.[11]

d. ^ "Hustings" derives from an Old Norse word that has the meaning of assembly or council, so there may have been some sort of trial that condemned Ælfheah.[29]

e. ^ Except perhaps for a finger, which a later tradition held was given by Cnut to Westminster Abbey.[33]
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Christian titles

Preceded by
Æthelwold

Bishop of Winchester
984–1006

Succeeded by
Cenwulf of
Winchester

Preceded by
Ælfric of Abingdon

Archbishop of Canterbury
1006–1012

Succeeded by
Lyfing

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh
Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton · Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne · Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury · Rumon of Tavistock ·
Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian
Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely · Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland · Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney · Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon
Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton · Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury · Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent · Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury · Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet ·
Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet · Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster · Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon · Beorhthelm of Stafford ·
Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham · Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough · Eadburh of Bicester ·
Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury · Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham · Freomund of Mercia ·
Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey · Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet · Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury ·
Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry · Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton · Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham · Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham · Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon · Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster · Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund · Eardwulf of Northumbria ·
Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth · Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney · Oswald of Northumbria ·
Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth · Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise · Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury · Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne · Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester
· Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne · Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne · Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester · Hædde of Winchester ·
Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum · Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne · Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen

Bishops of Winchester

Early Medieval
634–1006

Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester · Agilbert, Bishop of Dorchester · Wine · Leuthere · Hædde · Daniel · Hunfrith · Cyneheard · Æthelheard · Ecgbald · Dudd · Cyneberht · Ealhmund ·
Wigthegn · Herefrith (disputed) · Eadmund (disputed) · Eadhun · Helmstan · Swithun · Ealhferth · Tunbeorht · Denewulf · Frithestan · Beornstan/Byrnstan · ÆlfheahI · ÆlfsigeI ·
Beorhthelm · ÆthelwoldI · ÆlfheahII

High Medieval
1006–1304

Cenwulf · ÆthelwoldII · ÆlfsigeII · Ælfwine · Stigand · Walkelin · William Giffard · Henry of Blois · Richard of Ilchester · Godfrey de Luci · Richard Poore · Peter des Roches ·
Ralph Neville · William de Raley · Aymer de Valence · Andrew of London · William de Taunton · John Gervais · Nicholas of Ely · Robert Burnell · Richard de la More · John of Pontoise
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Late Medieval
1305–1501

Henry Woodlock · John Sandale · Rigaud of Assier · John de Stratford · Adam Orleton · William Edington · William of Wykeham · Henry Beaufort · William Waynflete · Peter Courtenay
· Thomas Langton

Diocese of Winchester arms

Early Modern
1501–1820

Richard Foxe · Thomas Wolsey · Stephen Gardiner · John Ponet · Stephen Gardiner · John White · Robert Horne · John Watson · Thomas Cooper · William Wickham · William Day ·
Thomas Bilson · James Montague · Lancelot Andrewes · Richard Neile · Walter Curle · Brian Duppa · George Morley · Peter Mews · Jonathan Trelawny · Charles Trimnell ·
Richard Willis · Benjamin Hoadly · John Thomas · Brownlow North

Late Modern
1820–current

George Pretyman Tomline · Charles Sumner · Samuel Wilberforce · Harold Browne · Anthony Thorold · Randall Davidson · Herbert Ryle · Edward Talbot · Theodore Woods ·
Cyril Garbett · Mervyn Haigh · Alwyn Williams · Falkner Allison · John Taylor · Colin James · Michael Scott-Joynt · Tim Dakin

Archbishops of Canterbury

List of archbishops of Canterbury

Pre-Conquest
Augustine · Laurence · Mellitus · Justus · Honorius · Deusdedit · Wighard · Theodore of Tarsus · Berhtwald · Tatwine · Nothhelm · Cuthbert · Bregowine · Jænberht · Æthelhard · Wulfred ·
Feologild · Ceolnoth · Æthelred · Plegmund · Athelm · Wulfhelm · Oda · Ælfsige · Byrhthelm · Dunstan · Æthelgar · Sigeric the Serious · Ælfric of Abingdon · Ælfheah · Lyfing · Æthelnoth · Eadsige
· Robert of Jumièges · Stigand

Conquest to Reformation

Lanfranc · Anselm · Ralph d'Escures · William de Corbeil · Theobald of Bec · Thomas Becket · Roger de Bailleul · Richard of Dover · Baldwin of Forde · Reginald Fitz Jocelin · Hubert Walter ·
Reginald · John de Gray · Stephen Langton · Walter d'Eynsham · Richard le Grant · Ralph Neville · John of Sittingbourne · John Blund · Edmund of Abingdon · Boniface · William Chillenden ·
Robert Kilwardby · Robert Burnell · John Peckham · Robert Winchelsey · Thomas Cobham · Walter Reynolds · Simon Mepeham · John de Stratford · John de Ufford · Thomas Bradwardine ·
Simon Islip · William Edington · Simon Langham · William Whittlesey · Simon Sudbury · William Courtenay · Thomas Arundel · Roger Walden · Thomas Arundel · Henry Chichele · John Stafford ·
John Kemp · Thomas Bourchier · John Morton · Thomas Langton · Henry Deane · William Warham · Thomas Cranmer · Reginald Pole

Post-Reformation

Matthew Parker · Edmund Grindal · John Whitgift · Richard Bancroft · George Abbot · William Laud · William Juxon · Gilbert Sheldon · William Sancroft · John Tillotson · Thomas Tenison ·
William Wake · John Potter · Thomas Herring · Matthew Hutton · Thomas Secker · Frederick Cornwallis · John Moore · Charles Manners-Sutton · William Howley · John Bird Sumner ·
Charles Longley · Archibald Campbell Tait · Edward White Benson · Frederick Temple · Randall Davidson · Cosmo Lang · William Temple · Geoffrey Fisher · Michael Ramsey · Donald Coggan ·
Robert Runcie · George Carey · Rowan Williams · Justin Welby

Italics indicate a person who was elected but not confirmed.
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Ælfheah the Bald

v · t · e

Ælfheah the Bald
Bishop of Winchester

Appointed 934 or 935

Term ended 12 March 951

Predecessor Byrnstan

Successor Ælfsige I

Orders
Consecration 934 or 935

Personal details
Birth name Ælfheah

Died 12 March 951

Buried Old Minster in Winchester

Denomination Christian

Sainthood
Feast day 12 March

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see Ælfheah.

Ælfheah the Bald is the commonly used name for Ælfheah (died
12 March 951), the first English Bishop of Winchester of that
name. He is sometimes known as Alphege, an older translation of
his Old English name.
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Life [edit]

Ælfheah may have been a relative of Dunstan.[1] He certainly
began his career as a monk at the court of King Athelstan of
England[citation needed] and was made Bishop of Winchester in 934
or 935 .[2] He was an early mover towards the monastic reforms of
the next generation and was tutor of Aethelwold.[citation needed] He died on 12 March 951[2] and was buried in Old
Minster in Winchester. He was subsequently revered as a saint.[3]

Citations [edit]

1. ^ "Toke, Leslie. "St. Dunstan." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 5. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1909. 24
May 2013" . Newadvent.org. 1 May 1909. Retrieved 18 September 2018.

2.  ̂a b Fryde, et al. Handbook of British Chronology p. 223
3. ^ Walsh A New Dictionary of Saints p. 28
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Christian titles
Preceded by

Byrnstan
Bishop of Winchester

934–951
Succeeded by

Ælfsige I

Bishops of Winchester

Early Medieval
634–1006

Birinus, Bishop of Dorchester · Agilbert, Bishop of Dorchester · Wine · Leuthere ·
Hædde · Daniel · Hunfrith · Cyneheard · Æthelheard · Ecgbald · Dudd · Cyneberht ·
Ealhmund · Wigthegn · Herefrith (disputed) · Eadmund (disputed) · Eadhun ·
Helmstan · Swithun · Ealhferth · Tunbeorht · Denewulf · Frithestan ·
Beornstan/Byrnstan · ÆlfheahI · ÆlfsigeI · Beorhthelm · ÆthelwoldI · ÆlfheahII

High Medieval
1006–1304

Cenwulf · ÆthelwoldII · ÆlfsigeII · Ælfwine · Stigand · Walkelin · William Giffard ·
Henry of Blois · Richard of Ilchester · Godfrey de Luci · Richard Poore ·
Peter des Roches · Ralph Neville · William de Raley · Aymer de Valence ·
Andrew of London · William de Taunton · John Gervais · Nicholas of Ely ·
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Robert Burnell · Richard de la More · John of Pontoise

Diocese of Winchester arms

Late Medieval
1305–1501

Henry Woodlock · John Sandale · Rigaud of Assier · John de Stratford ·
Adam Orleton · William Edington · William of Wykeham · Henry Beaufort ·
William Waynflete · Peter Courtenay · Thomas Langton

Early Modern
1501–1820

Richard Foxe · Thomas Wolsey · Stephen Gardiner · John Ponet · Stephen
Gardiner · John White · Robert Horne · John Watson · Thomas Cooper ·
William Wickham · William Day · Thomas Bilson · James Montague ·
Lancelot Andrewes · Richard Neile · Walter Curle · Brian Duppa · George Morley ·
Peter Mews · Jonathan Trelawny · Charles Trimnell · Richard Willis ·
Benjamin Hoadly · John Thomas · Brownlow North

Late Modern
1820–current

George Pretyman Tomline · Charles Sumner · Samuel Wilberforce ·
Harold Browne · Anthony Thorold · Randall Davidson · Herbert Ryle ·
Edward Talbot · Theodore Woods · Cyril Garbett · Mervyn Haigh · Alwyn Williams ·
Falkner Allison · John Taylor · Colin James · Michael Scott-Joynt · Tim Dakin

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
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Ælfnoth of Stowe

v · t · e

Ælfnoth
Martyr

Born unknown

Died 700
Stowe, Northamptonshire

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church, Church
of England

Major shrine Stowe, Northamptonshire

Feast 27 February or 25 November

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ælfnoth or Alnoth (died 700) was an English hermit and martyr.
Little is known of his life, though he is mentioned in Jocelyn's life of
Saint Werburgh as a pious neatherd at Weedon, who bore with
great patience the ill-treatment of the bailiff placed over him, and
who afterwards became a hermit in a very lonely spot, where he
was eventually murdered by two robbers. On this ground he was
honoured as a martyr; and there was some concourse of pilgrims
to his tomb at Stowe near Bugbrooke in Northamptonshire.
Ælfnoth is not mentioned in any surviving early calendars; his
feast was later kept on 27 February or on 25 November.

References [edit]

Acta Sanctorum, 27 February, III
Stanton, Richard, Menology (London, 1892), 565
Baring-Gould, Rev S., Lives of Saints (London, 1894), II, 48.

Attribution

 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Herbermann, Charles, ed. (1913).
"St. Alnoth". Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Company.

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking
Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
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Northumbrian

Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen
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Ælfric of Abingdon

Ælfric
Archbishop of Canterbury

Appointed 21 April 995

Term ended 16 November 1005

Predecessor Sigeric the Serious

Successor Ælfheah

Other posts Abbot of Abingdon
Bishop of Ramsbury

Orders
Consecration c. 992

Personal details
Died 16 November 1005

Canterbury, Kent, England

Buried Canterbury Cathedral

Sainthood
Feast day 16 November

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,[1]

Anglican Communion, Eastern
Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-Congregation[1]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ælfric of Abingdon[a] (died 16 November 1005) was a late 10th-century Archbishop of Canterbury. He previously held the offices of abbot of St Albans
Abbey and Bishop of Ramsbury, as well as likely being the abbot of Abingdon Abbey. After his election to Canterbury, he continued to hold the bishopric
of Ramsbury along with the archbishopric of Canterbury until his death in 1005. Ælfric may have altered the composition of Canterbury's cathedral
chapter by changing the clergy serving in the cathedral from secular clergy to monks. In his will he left a ship to King Æthelred II of England as well as
more ships to other legatees.

Contents [hide]
1 Early life
2 Bishop and archbishop
3 Death and legacy
4 Notes
5 Citations
6 References
7 External links

Early life [edit]

Ælfric was the son of an earl of Kent[2] and became a monk of Abingdon Abbey in Berkshire (now Oxfordshire). He was very likely Abbot of Abingdon[3]

before becoming Abbot of St Albans Abbey around 975,[4] although some historians do not believe that he held the office of Abbot at Abingdon.
Although the Historia Ecclesie Abbendonensis, or History of the Church of Abingdon, names Ælfric as abbot, the abbatial lists do not record him as
such. Indirect corroboration of his being abbot at Abingdon is a grant of land to Ælfric personally (instead of to the office he held) while he was
archbishop that had previously been unjustly taken from Abingdon. This land was to revert to Abingdon after Ælfric's death.[3]

Bishop and archbishop [edit]

Ælfric's brother, Leofric, succeeded him as Abbot of St Albans when he became bishop.[5] Between 991 and 993, Ælfric rose to the Bishopric of Ramsbury,[6] and possibly continued to hold office of
abbot of St Albans while bishop.[3] In 995 he was elevated to the see of Canterbury. He was translated, or moved with appropriate ecclesiastical ceremony, to Canterbury on 21 April 995[7] at a
witenagemot held at Amesbury.[8] Here he received the permission of "King Æthelred and all the witan" to be elevated to Canterbury.[9] Ælfric continued to hold Ramsbury along with Canterbury until
his death.[10] The story that his brother was chosen first for Canterbury but refused, stems from confusion on the part of Matthew of Paris and historians generally hold the entire episode to be
untrue.[3]

Ælfric's appointment to Canterbury caused consternation with the clergy of the cathedral chapter. In reaction, the chapter sent two members to Rome ahead of Ælfric and tried to secure the
archbishopric for either of the monks. Pope Gregory V, however, would not appoint a candidate without royal permission, which neither of the monks had.[11] Instead, when Ælfric arrived in Rome in
997, he was appointed and received the pallium, a symbol of an archbishop's authority.[12] He also witnessed some miracles at the gravesite of Edward the Martyr at Shaftesbury Abbey, helping to
lead to Edward's sainthood.[13]

A story was told that Ælfric introduced monks into the cathedral church of Christ Church, Canterbury, replacing the secular clerks that had taken over the foundation during the ninth century.[14]

Ælfric is said to have done this on the command of the pope. This story originally dates to soon after the Norman Conquest and originated with the monastic historians of Canterbury, and its veracity
is unclear.[15] He likely performed the marriage ceremony of King Æthelred the Unready and Emma of Normandy in 1002.[16] A later tradition held that he consecrated a Bishop of Llandaff and two
Bishops of St. David's in Wales, which, if true, would have meant extending Canterbury's jurisdiction into new territory.[17]

Either Ælfric or his predecessor Sigeric wrote a letter to Wulfsige, Bishop of Sherborne about the duties of bishops to make sure that the laity did not despoil churches. The letter also urged
Wulfsige to exhort the laity to strive for justice in their dealings with others, help widows and orphans, not fight, as well as other moral precepts.[18] Ælfric also ordered the composition of the first Life
of Dunstan, a hagiography, or saint's life, of Dunstan, a predecessor as Archbishop of Canterbury.[19] He also acted as a royal judge, once being ordered by King Æthelred to adjudicate a case
between thegns, or local noblemen.[20]

Death and legacy [edit]

Ælfric died on 16 November 1005[7] and was buried in Abingdon Abbey, later being translated to Canterbury Cathedral. His will survives and in it he left ships to the people of Wiltshire and Kent, with
his best one, equipped for sixty men, going to King Æthelred.[3][21] The hagiography of Dunstan was dedicated to Ælfric at the end of the 10th century.[3][22] After his death, he was considered a
saint with a feast day of 16 November.[1][23]

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Old English: Ælfrīc and also known as Ælfric of Wessex.
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List of archbishops of Canterbury

Pre-Conquest
Augustine · Laurence · Mellitus · Justus · Honorius · Deusdedit · Wighard · Theodore of Tarsus · Berhtwald · Tatwine · Nothhelm · Cuthbert · Bregowine · Jænberht · Æthelhard · Wulfred ·
Feologild · Ceolnoth · Æthelred · Plegmund · Athelm · Wulfhelm · Oda · Ælfsige · Byrhthelm · Dunstan · Æthelgar · Sigeric the Serious · Ælfric of Abingdon · Ælfheah · Lyfing · Æthelnoth ·
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Conquest to Reformation
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Robert Runcie · George Carey · Rowan Williams · Justin Welby
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Ælfthryth of Crowland

v · t · e

Saint Ælfthryth of Crowland
Born unknown

England

Died c.835
Crowland, England

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-congregation

Major shrine Crowland

Feast 2 August

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other people with the same name, see Ælfthryth.

Ælfthryth, also known as Alfreda, Alfritha, Aelfnryth, or
Etheldritha,[1] is a saint, virgin, and recluse, venerated in both the
Roman Catholic Church and Antiochian Orthodox Church. She
was a daughter of King Offa of Mercia and his consort,
Cynethryth.[1][2]

Ælfthryth was "either betrothed to or loved by"[1] St. Ethelbert, the
king of the East Angles. In 793, after visiting Ælfthyth, he was
taken captive and murdered by her mother so that Cynethryth's
brother could ascend to the throne instead; Ælfthryth's was
horrified by the murder, so she departed the court and retired to
the Crowland Abbey in the marshes of Crowland, where she lived
as a recluse for 40 years, until her death of natural causes in 835.[1][2][3] Ælfthryth's sister Aelfreda also lost a
husband due to their parents' political intrigue.[1]

According to the Oxford Dictionary of Saints, Ælfthryth was "famous for her prophecies".[4] Her tomb was
arranged around St. Guthlac's. A Crowland tradition states that Ælfthryth's relics were destroyed in 870 when
Danes destroyed the abbey, but there is little evidence for it.[4] Her feast day is 2 August.[2]
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
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Sceat of Ælfwald I

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ælfwald (born 759-767 AD) was king of Northumbria from 779 to 788.
He is thought to have been a son of Oswulf, and thus a grandson of
Eadberht Eating.

Ælfwald became king after Æthelred son of Æthelwald Moll was
deposed in 778.[1] He was murdered, probably at Chesters, by
ealdorman Sicga on 23 September 788. He was buried at Hexham
Abbey where he was considered a saint.

Ælfwald was succeeded by his first cousin Osred,[2] son of Alhred and
Osgifu, daughter of Eadberht Eating. Ælfwald's sons Ælf and Ælfwine were killed in 791 on the orders of King
Æthelred.
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Ælfwald 7  at Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England

Preceded by
Æthelred

King of
Northumbria

Succeeded by
Osred

Monarchs of Northumbria
Kings of Bernicia

547–670
Ida · Glappa · Adda · Æthelric · Theodric · Frithuwald · Hussa · Æthelfrith · Edwin · Eanfrith ·
Oswald · Oswiu

Kings of Deira
560–679

Ælla · Æthelric · Æthelfrith · Edwin · Osric · Oswald · Oswiu · Oswine · Œthelwald · Alhfrith ·
Ælfwine

Kings of Northumbria
642–867

Oswiu · Ecgfrith · Ealdfrith · Eadwulf I · Osred I · Coenred · Osric · Ceolwulf · Eadberht ·
Oswulf · Æthelwald Moll · Ealhred · Æthelred I · Ælfwald I · Osred II · Osbald · Eardwulf ·
Ælfwald II · Eanred · Æthelred II · Redwulf · Osberht · Ælla

Kings of Viking Northumbria
867–954

Ecgberht · Ricsige · Halfdan I · Guthfrith I · Siefredus · Cnut · Æthelwold · Airdeconut · Eowils
· Halfdan II · Ingwær · Ragnall I · Sitric I Caech · Guthfrith II · Olaf I Guthfrithson · Sitric II ·
Olaf II Cuaran · Ragnall II Guthfrithson · Eric Bloodaxe

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton
Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
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East Anglian

Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen
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Ælfwold II (Bishop of Sherborne)

Ælfwold II
Bishop of Sherborne

Appointed 1045

Term ended 1058

Predecessor Brithwine II

Successor Herman

Orders
Consecration 1045

Personal details
Born unknown

Died 1058

Denomination Christian

Sainthood
Feast day 25 March

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Anglican Communion
Eastern Orthodox Church

Shrines Sherborne Abbey, Dorset
(destroyed)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other people with the same name, see Ælfwald.

Ælfwold II[a] (died 1058) was a Bishop of Sherborne in Dorset.
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Life [edit]

Little is known of Ælfwold apart from the information given by
William of Malmesbury. He was at first a monk of Winchester,[1]

then was consecrated Bishop of Sherborne in 1045,[2] succeeding
his own brother Brithwine. His frugality of life served as a powerful
contrast to the contemporary custom of riotous banqueting after
the example of the Danish monarchs.[citation needed]

Ælfwold showed great devotion to Saint Swithun, his old patron of
Winchester, and also to Saint Cuthbert, to whose shrine at
Durham he made a pilgrimage. He died while singing the antiphon
of Saint Cuthbert. He was in a sense the last Bishop of Sherborne,
as after his death the see of Sherborne was united to that of Ramsbury.[citation needed]

Ælfwold died in 1058.[2] He is venerated as a saint in the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Anglican
Churches.

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Latin: Ælfwoldus, Ælfvoldus, or Alfvoldus

Citations [edit]

1. ^ Thurston, Herbert. "St. Alfwold." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 1. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1907.
1 Jan. 2013

2.  ̂a b Fryde, et al. Handbook of British Chronology p. 222
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Christian titles
Preceded by
Brithwine II

Bishop of Sherborne
1045–1058

Succeeded by
Herman

Bishops of Salisbury

see at Sherborne

see erected from Winchester · St Aldhelm · Forthhere · Herewald · Æthelmod · Denefrith · Wigberht ·
Eahlstan · St Heahmund · Æthelheah · Wulfsige · Asser · Æthelweard · Wærstan · Æthelbald ·
Sigehelm · Alfred · Wulfsige II · Ælfwold I · Æthelsige I · Wulfsige III · Æthelric · Æthelsige II · Brithwine I
· Ælfmær · Brithwine II · St Ælfwold II · Herman · see united with Ramsbury and removed to Old Sarum

see at Old Sarum
united from Sherborne & Ramsbury · Herman · St. Osmund · Roger · Henry de Sully ·
Philip de Harcourt · Josceline de Bohon · Hubert Walter · Herbert Poore · Richard Poore · see removed
to New Sarum

Medieval

Richard Poore · Robert de Bingham · William de York · Giles of Bridport · Walter de la Wyle ·
Robert Wickhampton · Walter Scammel · Henry Brandeston · Lawrence de Awkeburne ·
William de la Corner · Nicholas Longespee · Simon of Ghent · Roger Martival · Robert Wyvil ·
Ralph Ergham · John Waltham · Richard Mitford · Nicholas Bubwith · Robert Hallam · John Chandler ·
Robert Neville · William Ayscough · Richard Beauchamp · Lionel Woodville · Thomas Langton ·
John Blyth · Henry Deane

Early modern

Edmund Audley · Lorenzo Campeggio · Nicholas Shaxton · John Capon · Gasparo Contarini ·
William Petow · Francis Mallet · John Jewel · Edmund Gheast · John Piers · John Coldwell ·
Henry Cotton · Robert Abbot · Martin Fotherby · Robert Tounson · John Davenant · Brian Duppa ·
Humphrey Henchman · John Earle · Alexander Hyde · Seth Ward · Gilbert Burnet · William Talbot ·
Richard Willis · Benjamin Hoadly · Thomas Sherlock · John Gilbert · John Thomas (I) ·
Robert Hay Drummond · John Thomas (II) · John Hume · Shute Barrington · John Douglas

Late modern
John Fisher · Thomas Burgess · Edward Denison · Walter Kerr Hamilton · George Moberly ·
John Wordsworth · Frederick Ridgeway · St Clair Donaldson · Neville Lovett · Geoffrey Lunt ·
William Anderson · Joseph Fison · George Reindorp · John Baker · David Stancliffe · Nick Holtam

 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Thurston, Herbert (1907). "St.
Alfwold". In Herbermann, Charles (ed.). Catholic Encyclopedia. 1. New York: Robert Appleton Company.
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Æthelberht II of East Anglia

One of the four known coins
depicting Æthelberht II

The kingdom of East Anglia

Æthelberht's name in the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Æthelberht (Old English: Æðelbrihte, ÆÞelberhte), also called Saint
Ethelbert the King (died 20 May 794 at Sutton Walls, Herefordshire),
was an eighth-century saint and a king of East Anglia, the Anglo-Saxon
kingdom which today includes the English counties of Norfolk and
Suffolk. Little is known of his reign, which may have begun in 779,
according to later sources, and very few of the coins he issued have
been discovered. It is known from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle that he
was killed on the orders of Offa of Mercia in 794.

Æthelberht was locally canonised and became the focus of cults in East
Anglia and at Hereford, where the shrine of the saintly king once
existed. In the absence of historical facts, mediaeval chroniclers
provided their own details for his ancestry, life as king and death at the
hands of Offa. His feast day is 20 May. There are churches in Norfolk,
Suffolk and the west of England dedicated to him, and he is a joint
patron of Hereford Cathedral.
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Life and reign [edit]

Little is known of Æthelberht's life or reign, as few East Anglian records
have survived from this period. Mediaeval chroniclers have provided
dubious accounts of his life, in the absence of any real details.
According to Richard of Cirencester, writing in the fifteenth century,
Æthelberht's parents were Æthelred I of East Anglia and Leofrana of
Mercia. Richard narrates in detail a story of Æthelberht's piety, election
as king and wise rule. Urged to marry against his will, he apparently
agreed to wed Eadburh, the daughter of Offa of Mercia, and set out to
visit her, despite his mother's forebodings and his experiences of
terrifying events (an earthquake, a solar eclipse and a vision).[1]

Æthelberht's reign may have begun in 779, the date provided on the
uncertain authority of a much later saint's life. The absence of any East
Anglian charters prevents it from being known whether he ruled as king,
or a sub-king under the power of another ruler.

Offa stopped Æthelberht from minting his own coins,[2] of which only
four examples have ever been found.[3] One of these, a 'light' penny,
said to have been discovered in 1908 at Tivoli, near Rome, is similar in
type to the coinage of Offa. On one side is the word REX, with an image of Romulus and Remus suckling a wolf:
the obverse names the king and his moneyer, Lul, who also struck coins for Offa and Coenwulf of Mercia. The
author Andy Hutcheson has suggested that the use of runes on the coin may signify "continuing strong control
by local leaders".[4] According to the numismatist Marion Archibald, the issuing of "flattering" coins of this type,
with the intention to win friends in Rome, probably indicated that as a sub-king, Æthelberht was assuming "a
greater degree of independence than (Offa) was prepared to tolerate".[5]
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Æthelberht II of East Anglia
Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,

Anglican Communion, Eastern
Orthodox Church

Major shrine previously at Hereford Cathedral

Feast 20 May, 29 May in Eastern
Orthodox Church

St. Ethelbert (left) with Christ, from
St. Ethelbert's Church, Alby, Norfolk

In 793 the vulnerability of the English east coast was exposed when the monastery at Lindisfarne was looted by
Vikings, and a year later Jarrow was also attacked, which the historian Steven Plunkett reasons would ensure
that East Anglia was governed firmly. Æthelberht's claim to belong to the ruling Wuffingas dynasty, suggested
by the use of a Roman she-wolf and the title REX on his coins, arose from the need for strong kingship in
response to the Viking attacks.[6]

Death and canonisation [edit]

Æthelberht was put to death by Offa of Mercia under unclear
circumstances, apparently at the royal vill at Sutton Walls.[7]

According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, he was beheaded.[8][9]

Mediaeval sources tell how he was captured while visiting his
future bride Ælfthyth and was then murdered and buried. In
Richard of Cirencester's account, which cannot be substantiated,
Offa's evil queen Cynethryth persuaded her husband to kill his
guest, who was then was bound and beheaded by a certain
Grimbert, and his body disposed of. The mediaeval historian John Brompton's Chronicon describes how the
king's detached head fell off a cart into a ditch where it was found, before it restored a blind man's sight.
According to the Chronicon, Ælfthyth became a recluse at Crowland and her remorseful father founded
monasteries, gave land to the Church and travelled on a pilgrimage to Rome.[1]

The execution of an Anglo-Saxon king on the orders of another ruler was very rare, although criminals were
hanged and beheaded, as has been discovered at Sutton Hoo.[10] Æthelberht's death made the possibility of
any peaceful union between the Anglian peoples, including Mercia, less likely than before.[11] It led to Mercia's
domination of East Anglia for over three decades.

In 2014, metal-detectorist Darrin Simpson found a coin minted by Æthelbert in a Sussex field. Such coins, struck
as a sign of independence, may have led to Æthelbert's death.[12] Christopher Webb, head of coins at
auctioneers Dix Noonan Webb, said, "This new discovery is an important and unexpected addition to the
numismatic history of 8th Century England". It sold at auction on 11 June 2014 for £78,000.[13]

Legacy [edit]

Veneration [edit]

After his death, Æthelberht was locally canonised by the Church. (Local
canonisation took place before official papal canonisation had been
established. The individual was 'locally venerated') He became the
subject of a series of vitae dating from the eleventh century, and he was
venerated in religious cults in both East Anglia and at Hereford. The
Anglo-Saxon church of the episcopal estate at Hoxne was one of
several dedicated to him in Suffolk,[14] a possible indication of the
existence of a religious cult devoted to the saintly king.[15] Only three
dedications for Æthelberht are near where he died – Marden, Hereford
Cathedral and Littledean – the other eleven being in Norfolk or Suffolk.
The historian Lawrence Butler has argued that this unusual pattern may
be explained by the existence of a royal cult in East Anglia, which
represented a "revival of Christianity after the Danish settlement by
commemorating a politically 'safe' and corporeally distant local ruler".[16]

Christian buildings dedicated to Æthelberht [edit]

The Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Ethelbert are joint patrons of Hereford Cathedral, where the music for the
Office of St Ethelbert survives in the thirteenth-century Hereford Breviary.

St. Ethelbert's Gate is one of the two main entrances to the precinct of Norwich Cathedral. The chapel at
Albrightestone, at a location near an important excavated Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Boss Hall in Ipswich, was
dedicated to Æthelberht. In Wiltshire, the Church of England parish church at Luckington is dedicated to St
Mary and St Ethelbert. In Norfolk, the Church of England parish churches at Alby, East Wretham, Larling,
Thurton, Mundham and Burnham Sutton (where there are remains of the ruined church) and the Suffolk
churches at Falkenham, Hessett, Herringswell and Tannington are all dedicated to the saint. In neighbouring
Essex, the parish church at Belchamp Otten is dedicated to St Ethelbert and All Saints, and the church at
Stanway, originally an Anglo-Saxon chapel, is dedicated to St Albright, which is believed to be the same
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saint.[17] In 1937, St Ethelbert's name was added to the parish church of St George in East Ham, Essex (now
London), at the behest of Hereford Cathedral which had funded the rebuilding of the church, previously a
temporary wooden structure.[18]
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Preceded by
Æthelred I King of East Anglia

Succeeded by
Offa of
Mercia

Monarchs of East Anglia
Wehha · Wuffa · Tytila · Rædwald · Eorpwald · Ricberht · Sigeberht [c] · Ecgric [c] · Anna · Æthelhere · Æthelwold · Ealdwulf ·
Ælfwald · Beonna [c] · Alberht [c] · Æthelred I [s] · Æthelberht II · Offa [km] · Eadwald · Cœnwulf [km] · Ceolwulf [km] · Beornwulf [m] ·

Æthelstan · Æthelweard · Edmund the Martyr · Oswald [s] · Æthelred II [s] · Guthrum I [d] · Eohric [d] · Æthelwold [s] · Guthrum II [d]

[c] co-kings · [km] also king of Kent and king of Mercia · [m] also king of Mercia · [s] sub-kings · [d] Danes

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
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Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
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Æthelberht of Kent

Saint Æthelberht

Statue of Æthelberht
Interior of Rochester Cathedral

King of Kent
Reign c. 589 – 616 AD

Predecessor Eormenric

Successor Eadbald

Born c. 550

Died 24 February 616 AD

Consort Bertha of Kent[1]

Issue Eadbald
Æthelburg

House House of Kent

Father Eormenric

Religion Anglo-Saxon paganism
Christianity

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Æthelberht (/ˈæθəlbərt/; also Æthelbert, Aethelberht,
Aethelbert or Ethelbert; Old English: Æðelberht [ˈæðelberxt]; c.
550 – 24 February 616) was King of Kent from about 589 until his
death. The eighth-century monk Bede, in his Ecclesiastical History
of the English People, lists him as the third king to hold imperium
over other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. In the late ninth century Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, he is referred to as a bretwalda, or "Britain-
ruler". He was the first English king to convert to Christianity.

Æthelberht was the son of Eormenric, succeeding him as king,
according to the Chronicle. He married Bertha, the Christian
daughter of Charibert, king of the Franks, thus building an alliance
with the most powerful state in contemporary Western Europe; the
marriage probably took place before he came to the throne.
Bertha's influence may have led to Pope Gregory I's decision to
send Augustine as a missionary from Rome. Augustine landed on
the Isle of Thanet in east Kent in 597. Shortly thereafter,
Æthelberht converted to Christianity, churches were established,
and wider-scale conversion to Christianity began in the kingdom.
He provided the new church with land in Canterbury, thus
establishing one of the foundation stones of what ultimately
became the Anglican Communion.

Æthelberht's law for Kent, the earliest written code in any
Germanic language, instituted a complex system of fines; the law
code is preserved in the Textus Roffensis. Kent was rich, with
strong trade ties to the continent, and Æthelberht may have
instituted royal control over trade. Coinage probably began
circulating in Kent during his reign for the first time since the
Anglo-Saxon settlement. He later came to be regarded as a saint
for his role in establishing Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons.
His feast day was originally 24 February but was changed to 25
February.
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The state of Anglo-Saxon England at the time
Æthelberht came to the throne of Kent

Historical context [edit]

In the fifth century, raids on Britain by continental peoples
had developed into full-scale migrations. The newcomers
are known to have included Angles, Saxons, Jutes and
Frisians, and there is evidence of other groups as well.
These groups captured territory in the east and south of
England, but at about the end of the fifth century, a British
victory at the battle of Mount Badon (Mons Badonicus)
halted the Anglo-Saxon advance for fifty years.[2][3] From
about 550, however, the British began to lose ground once
more, and within twenty-five years it appears that control of
almost all of southern England was in the hands of the
invaders.[4]

Anglo-Saxons probably conquered Kent before Mons
Badonicus. There is both documentary and archaeological
evidence that Kent was primarily colonised by Jutes, from
the southern part of the Jutland peninsula.[5] According to
legend, the brothers Hengist and Horsa landed in 449 as
mercenaries for a British king, Vortigern. After a rebellion
over pay and Horsa's death in battle, Hengist established
the Kingdom of Kent.[6] Some historians now think the
underlying story of a rebelling mercenary force may be
accurate; most now date the founding of the kingdom of Kent to the middle of the fifth-century, which is
consistent with the legend.[note 1] This early date, only a few decades after the departure of the Romans, also
suggests that more of Roman civilization may have survived into Anglo-Saxon rule in Kent than in other areas.[9]

Overlordship was a central feature of Anglo-Saxon politics which began before Æthelberht's time; kings were
described as overlords as late as the ninth century. The Anglo-Saxon invasion may have involved military
coordination of different groups within the invaders, with a leader who had authority over many different groups;
Ælle of Sussex may have been such a leader.[10] Once the new states began to form, conflicts among them
began. Tribute from dependents could lead to wealth.[11] A weaker state also might ask or pay for the protection
of a stronger neighbour against a warlike third state.[12]

Sources for this period in Kentish history include the Ecclesiastical History of the English People, written in 731
by Bede, a Northumbrian monk. Bede was interested primarily in England's Christianization. Since Æthelberht
was the first Anglo-Saxon king to convert to Christianity, Bede provides more substantial information about him
than about any earlier king. One of Bede's correspondents was Albinus, abbot of the monastery of St. Peter
and St. Paul (subsequently renamed St. Augustine's) in Canterbury. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, a collection of
annals assembled c. 890 in the kingdom of Wessex, mentions several events in Kent during Æthelberht's
reign.[13] Further mention of events in Kent occurs in the late sixth century history of the Franks by Gregory of
Tours. This is the earliest surviving source to mention any Anglo-Saxon kingdom.[14] Some of Pope Gregory the
Great's letters concern the mission of St. Augustine to Kent in 597; these letters also mention the state of Kent
and its relationships with neighbours. Other sources include regnal lists of the kings of Kent and early charters
(land grants by kings to their followers or to the church). Although no originals survive from Æthelberht's reign,
later copies exist. A law code from Æthelberht's reign also survives.[13]

Ancestry, accession and chronology [edit]

According to Bede, Æthelberht was descended directly from Hengist. Bede gives the line of descent as follows:
"Ethelbert was son of Irminric, son of Octa, and after his grandfather Oeric, surnamed Oisc, the kings of the
Kentish folk are commonly known as Oiscings. The father of Oeric was Hengist."[15] An alternative form of this
genealogy, found in the Historia Brittonum among other places, reverses the position of Octa and Oisc in the
lineage.[5] The first of these names that can be placed historically with reasonable confidence is Æthelberht's
father, whose name now usually is spelled Eormenric. The only direct written reference to Eormenric is in
Kentish genealogies, but Gregory of Tours does mention that Æthelberht's father was the king of Kent, though
Gregory gives no date. Eormenric's name provides a hint of connections to the kingdom of the Franks, across
the English channel; the element "Eormen" was rare in names of the Anglo-Saxon aristocracy, but much more
common among Frankish nobles.[16] One other member of Æthelberht's family is known: his sister, Ricole, who
is recorded by both Bede and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle as the mother of Sæberht, king of the East Saxons
(i.e., Essex).[6][17]
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The dates of Æthelberht's birth and accession to the throne of Kent are both matters of debate. Bede, the
earliest source to give dates, is thought to have drawn his information from correspondence with Albinus. Bede
states that when Æthelberht died in 616 he had reigned for fifty-six years, placing his accession in 560. Bede
also says that Æthelberht died twenty-one years after his baptism. Augustine's mission from Rome is known to
have arrived in 597, and according to Bede, it was this mission that converted Æthelberht.[18] Hence Bede's
dates are inconsistent. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, an important source for early dates, is inconsistent with
Bede and also has inconsistencies among different manuscript versions. Putting together the different dates in
the Chronicle for birth, death and length of reign, it appears that Æthelberht's reign was thought to have been
either 560–616 or 565–618 but that the surviving sources have confused the two traditions.[19]

It is possible that Æthelberht was converted to Christianity before Augustine's arrival. Æthelberht's wife was a
Christian and brought a Frankish bishop with her, to attend her at court, so Æthelberht would have had
knowledge of Christianity before the mission reached Kent. It also is possible that Bede had the date of
Æthelberht's death wrong; if, in fact, Æthelberht died in 618, this would be consistent with his baptism in 597,
which is in accord with the tradition that Augustine converted the king within a year of his arrival.[19]

Gregory of Tours, in his Historia Francorum, writes that Bertha, daughter of Charibert, king of the Franks,
married the son of the king of Kent. Bede says that Æthelberht received Bertha "from her parents". If Bede is
interpreted literally, the marriage would have had to take place before 567, when Charibert died. The traditions
for Æthelberht's reign, then, would imply that Æthelberht married Bertha before either 560 or 565.[18][19]

The extreme length of Æthelberht's reign also has been regarded with skepticism by historians; it has been
suggested that he died in the fifty-sixth year of his life, rather than the fifty-sixth year of his reign. This would
place the year of his birth approximately at 560, and he would not then have been able to marry until the mid
570s. According to Gregory of Tours, Charibert was king when he married Ingoberg, Bertha's mother, which
places that marriage no earlier than 561. It therefore is unlikely that Bertha was married much before about
580. These later dates for Bertha and Æthelberht also solve another possible problem: Æthelberht's daughter,
Æthelburh, seems likely to have been Bertha's child, but the earlier dates would have Bertha aged sixty or so at
Æthelburh's likely birthdate using the early dates.[19]

Gregory, however, also says that he thinks that Ingoberg was seventy years old in 589; and this would make
her about forty when she married Charibert. This is possible, but seems unlikely, especially as Charibert seems
to have had a preference for younger women, again according to Gregory's account. This would imply an
earlier birth date for Bertha. On the other hand, Gregory refers to Æthelberht at the time of his marriage to
Bertha simply as "a man of Kent", and in the 589 passage concerning Ingoberg's death, which was written in
about 590 or 591, he refers to Æthelberht as "the son of the king of Kent". If this does not simply reflect
Gregory's ignorance of Kentish affairs, which seems unlikely given the close ties between Kent and the Franks,
then some assert that Æthelberht's reign cannot have begun before 589.[19][20]

While all of the contradictions above cannot be reconciled, the most probable dates that may be drawn from
available data place Æthelberht's birth at approximately 560 and, perhaps, his marriage to Bertha at 580. His
reign is most likely to have begun in 589 or 590.[19]

Kingship of Kent [edit]

The later history of Kent shows clear evidence of a system of joint kingship, with the kingdom being divided into
east Kent and west Kent, although it appears that there generally was a dominant king. This evidence is less
clear for the earlier period, but there are early charters, known to be forged, which nevertheless imply that
Æthelberht ruled as joint king with his son, Eadbald. It may be that Æthelberht was king of east Kent and
Eadbald became king of west Kent; the east Kent king seems generally to have been the dominant ruler later in
Kentish history. Whether or not Eadbald became a joint king with Æthelberht, there is no question that
Æthelberht had authority throughout the kingdom.[21]

The division into two kingdoms is most likely to date back to the sixth century; east Kent may have conquered
west Kent and preserved the institutions of kingship as a subkingdom. This was a common pattern in Anglo-
Saxon England, as the more powerful kingdoms absorbed their weaker neighbours. An unusual feature of the
Kentish system was that only sons of kings appeared to be legitimate claimants to the throne, although this did
not eliminate all strife over the succession.[21]

The main towns of the two kingdoms were Rochester, for west Kent, and Canterbury, for east Kent. Bede does
not state that Æthelberht had a palace in Canterbury, but he does refer to Canterbury as Æthelberht's
"metropolis", and it is clear that it is Æthelberht's seat.[21][22]

Relations with the Franks [edit]
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Sculpture of Æthelberht on
Canterbury Cathedral in England

The entry for 827 in the [C] ms. (one
of the Abingdon manuscripts) of the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, listing the eight
bretwaldas; Æthelberht's name,
spelled "Æþelbriht", is the second-to-
last word on the fifth line

There are many indications of close relations between Kent and the
Franks. Æthelberht's marriage to Bertha certainly connected the two
courts, although not as equals: the Franks would have thought of
Æthelberht as an under-king. There is no record that Æthelberht ever
accepted a continental king as his overlord and, as a result, historians
are divided on the true nature of the relationship. Evidence for an
explicit Frankish overlordship of Kent comes from a letter written by
Pope Gregory the Great to Theuderic, king of Burgundy, and
Theudebert, king of Austrasia. The letter concerned Augustine's
mission to Kent in 597, and in it Gregory says that he believes "that you
wish your subjects in every respect to be converted to that faith in which
you, their kings and lords, stand". It may be that this is a papal
compliment, rather than a description of the relationship between the
kingdoms. It also has been suggested that Liudhard, Bertha's chaplain,
was intended as a representative of the Frankish church in Kent, which
also could be interpreted as evidence of overlordship.[23][24]

A possible reason for the willingness of the Franks to connect
themselves with the Kentish court is the fact that a Frankish king,
Chilperic I, is recorded as having conquered a people known as the Euthiones during the mid-sixth century. If,
as seems likely from the name, these people were the continental remnants of the Jutish invaders of Kent, then
it may be that the marriage was intended as a unifying political move, reconnecting different branches of the
same people.[23] Another perspective on the marriage may be gained by considering that it is likely that
Æthelberht was not yet king at the time he and Bertha were wed: it may be that Frankish support for him,
acquired via the marriage, was instrumental in gaining the throne for him.[24]

Regardless of the political relationship between Æthelberht and the Franks, there is abundant evidence of
strong connections across the English Channel. There was a luxury trade between Kent and the Franks, and
burial artefacts found include clothing, drink, and weapons that reflect Frankish cultural influence. The Kentish
burials have a greater range of imported goods than those of the neighbouring Anglo-Saxon regions, which is
not surprising given Kent's easier access to trade across the English Channel. In addition, the grave goods are
both richer and more numerous in Kentish graves, implying that material wealth was derived from that trade.[5]

Frankish influences also may be detected in the social and agrarian organization of Kent.[23] Other cultural
influences may be seen in the burials as well, so it is not necessary to presume that there was direct settlement
by the Franks in Kent.[5]

Rise to dominance [edit]

Bretwalda [edit]

In his Ecclesiastical History, Bede includes his list of seven kings who
held imperium over the other kingdoms south of the Humber. The usual
translation for imperium is "overlordship". Bede names Æthelberht as
the third on the list, after Ælle of Sussex and Ceawlin of Wessex.[25] The
anonymous annalist who composed one of the versions of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle repeated Bede's list of seven kings in a famous entry
under the year 827, with one additional king, Egbert of Wessex. The
Chronicle also records that these kings held the title bretwalda, or
"Britain-ruler".[26] The exact meaning of bretwalda has been the subject
of much debate; it has been described as a term "of encomiastic
poetry",[27] but there also is evidence that it implied a definite role of
military leadership.[28]

The prior bretwalda, Ceawlin, is recorded by the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle as having fought Æthelberht in 568.
The entry states that Æthelberht lost the battle and was driven back to Kent.[29] The dating of the entries
concerning the West Saxons in this section of the Chronicle is thought to be unreliable and a recent analysis
suggests that Ceawlin's reign is more likely to have been approximately 581–588, rather than the dates of 560–
592 that are given in the Chronicle.[30][31] The battle was at "Wibbandun", which may be translated as Wibba's
Mount; it is not known where this was.[29]

At some point Ceawlin ceased to hold the title of bretwalda, perhaps after a battle at Stoke Lyne, in Oxfordshire,
which the Chronicle dates to 584, some eight years before he was deposed in 592 (again using the Chronicle's
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unreliable dating).[23] Æthelberht certainly was a dominant ruler by 601, when Gregory the Great wrote to him:
Gregory urges Æthelberht to spread Christianity among those kings and peoples subject to him, implying some
level of overlordship.[32] If the battle of Wibbandun was fought c. 590, as has been suggested, then Æthelberht
must have gained his position as overlord at some time in the 590s. This dating for Wibbandun is slightly
inconsistent with the proposed dates of 581–588 for Ceawlin's reign, but those dates are not thought to be
precise, merely the most plausible given the available data.[31]

Relationships with other kingdoms [edit]

In addition to the evidence of the Chronicle that Æthelberht was accorded the title of bretwalda, there is
evidence of his domination in several of the southern kingdoms of the Heptarchy. In Essex, Æthelberht appears
to have been in a position to exercise authority shortly after 604, when his intervention helped in the conversion
of King Sæberht of Essex, his nephew, to Christianity. It was Æthelberht, and not Sæberht, who built and
endowed St. Pauls in London, where St Paul's Cathedral now stands. Further evidence is provided by Bede,
who explicitly describes Æthelberht as Sæberht's overlord.[17][32][33]

Bede describes Æthelberht's relationship with Rædwald, king of East Anglia, in a passage that is not completely
clear in meaning. It seems to imply that Rædwald retained ducatus, or military command of his people, even
while Æthelberht held imperium.[25] This implies that being a bretwalda usually included holding the military
command of other kingdoms and also that it was more than that, since Æthelberht is bretwalda despite
Rædwald's control of his own troops.[28] Rædwald was converted to Christianity while in Kent but did not
abandon his pagan beliefs; this, together with the fact that he retained military independence, implies that
Æthelberht's overlordship of East Anglia was much weaker than his influence with the East Saxons.[32][34] An
alternative interpretation, however, is that the passage in Bede should be translated as "Rædwald, king of the
East Angles, who while Æthelberht lived, even conceded to him the military leadership of his people"; if this is
Bede's intent, then East Anglia firmly was under Æthelberht's overlordship.[35]

There is no evidence that Æthelberht's influence in other kingdoms was enough for him to convert any other
kings to Christianity, although this is partly due to the lack of sources—nothing is known of Sussex's history, for
example, for almost all of the seventh and eighth centuries.[36] Æthelberht was able to arrange a meeting in 602
in the Severn valley, on the northwestern borders of Wessex, however, and this may be an indication of the
extent of his influence in the west.[32] No evidence survives showing Kentish domination of Mercia, but it is
known that Mercia was independent of Northumbria, so it is quite plausible that it was under Kentish
overlordship.[37]

Augustine's mission and early Christianisation [edit]

The native Britons had converted to Christianity under Roman rule. The Anglo-
Saxon invasions separated the British church from European Christianity for
centuries, so the church in Rome had no presence or authority in Britain, and in
fact, Rome knew so little about the British church that it was unaware of any
schism in customs.[38][39] However, Æthelberht would have known something
about the Roman church from his Frankish wife, Bertha, who had brought a
bishop, Liudhard, with her across the Channel, and for whom Æthelberht built a
chapel, St Martin's.[40]

In 596, Pope Gregory the Great sent Augustine, prior of the monastery of St.
Andrew in Rome, to England as a missionary, and in 597, a group of nearly forty
monks, led by Augustine, landed on the Isle of Thanet in Kent.[14] According to
Bede, Æthelberht was sufficiently distrustful of the newcomers to insist on
meeting them under the open sky, to prevent them from performing sorcery.
The monks impressed Æthelberht, but he was not converted immediately. He
agreed to allow the mission to settle in Canterbury and permitted them to

preach.[18]

It is not known when Æthelberht became a Christian. It is possible, despite Bede's account, that he already was
a Christian before Augustine's mission arrived. It is likely that Liudhard and Bertha pressed Æthelberht to
consider becoming a Christian before the arrival of the mission, and it is also likely that a condition of
Æthelberht's marriage to Bertha was that Æthelberht would consider conversion. Conversion via the influence
of the Frankish court would have been seen as an explicit recognition of Frankish overlordship, however, so it is
possible that Æthelberht's delay of his conversion until it could be accomplished via Roman influence might
have been an assertion of independence from Frankish control.[41] It also has been argued that Augustine's
hesitation—he turned back to Rome, asking to be released from the mission—is an indication that Æthelberht
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was a pagan at the time Augustine was sent.[40]

At the latest, Æthelberht must have converted before 601, since that year Gregory wrote to him as a Christian
king.[32] An old tradition records that Æthelberht converted on 1 June, in the summer of the year that Augustine
arrived.[42] Through Æthelberht's influence Sæberht, king of Essex, also was converted,[33] but there were limits
to the effectiveness of the mission. The entire Kentish court did not convert: Eadbald, Æthelberht's son and
heir, was a pagan at his accession.[38] Rædwald, king of East Anglia, was only partly converted (apparently
while at Æthelberht's court) and retained a pagan shrine next to the new Christian altar.[15][38] Augustine also
was unsuccessful in gaining the allegiance of the British clergy.[39]

Law code [edit]

Main article: Law of Æthelberht

Some time after the arrival of Augustine's mission, perhaps in 602 or 603,
Æthelberht issued a set of laws, in ninety sections.[43][44] These laws are by
far the earliest surviving code composed in any of the Germanic
countries,[23] and they were almost certainly among the first documents
written down in Anglo-Saxon, as literacy would have arrived in England with
Augustine's mission.[45] The only surviving early manuscript, the Textus
Roffensis, dates from the twelfth century, and it now resides in the Medway
Studies Centre in Strood, Kent.[46] Æthelberht's code makes reference to
the church in the very first item, which enumerates the compensation
required for the property of a bishop, a deacon, a priest, and so on;[44] but
overall, the laws seem remarkably uninfluenced by Christian principles.
Bede asserted that they were composed "after the Roman manner", but
there is little discernible Roman influence either. In subject matter, the laws
have been compared to the Lex Salica of the Franks, but it is not thought
that Æthelberht based his new code on any specific previous model.[23][43]

The laws are concerned with setting and enforcing the penalties for
transgressions at all levels of society; the severity of the fine depended on
the social rank of the victim. The king had a financial interest in enforcement, for part of the fines would come to
him in many cases, but the king also was responsible for law and order, and avoiding blood feuds by enforcing
the rules on compensation for injury was part of the way the king maintained control.[47] Æthelberht's laws are
mentioned by Alfred the Great, who compiled his own laws, making use of the prior codes created by
Æthelberht, as well as those of Offa of Mercia and Ine of Wessex.[48]

One of Æthelberht's laws seems to preserve a trace of a very old custom: the third item in the code states that
"If the king is drinking at a man's home, and anyone commits any evil deed there, he is to pay twofold
compensation."[44] This probably refers to the ancient custom of a king traveling the country, being hosted, and
being provided for by his subjects wherever he went. The king's servants retained these rights for centuries
after Æthelberht's time.[49]

Items 77–81 in the code have been interpreted as a description of a woman's financial rights after a divorce or
legal separation. These clauses define how much of the household goods a woman could keep in different
circumstances, depending on whether she keeps custody of the children, for example. It has recently been
suggested, however, that it would be more correct to interpret these clauses as referring to women who are
widowed, rather than divorced.[46]

Trade and coinage [edit]

There is little documentary evidence about the nature of trade in
Æthelberht's Kent. It is known that the kings of Kent had established royal
control of trade by the late seventh century, but it is not known how early
this control began. There is archaeological evidence suggesting that the
royal influence predates any of the written sources. It has been suggested
that one of Æthelberht's achievements was to take control of trade away
from the aristocracy and to make it a royal monopoly. The continental trade
provided Kent access to luxury goods which gave it an advantage in
trading with the other Anglo-Saxon nations, and the revenue from trade
was important in itself.[50]

Kentish manufacture before 600 included glass beakers and jewelry.
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Kentish jewellers were highly skilled, and before the end of the sixth
century they gained access to gold. Goods from Kent are found in
cemeteries across the channel and as far away as at the mouth of the
Loire. It is not known what Kent traded for all of this wealth, although it
seems likely that there was a flourishing slave trade. It may well be that this
wealth was the foundation of Æthelberht's strength, although his overlordship and the associated right to
demand tribute would have brought wealth in its turn.[11]

It may have been during Æthelberht's reign that the first coins were minted in England since the departure of
the Romans: none bear his name, but it is thought likely that the first coins predate the end of the sixth
century.[50] These early coins were gold, and probably were the shillings (scillingas in Old English) that are
mentioned in Æthelberht's laws.[51] The coins are also known to numismatists as thrymsas.[52]

Death and succession [edit]

Æthelberht died on 24 February 616 and was succeeded by his son,
Eadbald, who was not a Christian—Bede says he had been converted
but went back to his pagan faith,[43] although he ultimately did become a
Christian king.[53] Eadbald outraged the church by marrying his
stepmother, which was contrary to Church law, and by refusing to
accept baptism.[15] Sæberht of the East Saxons also died at
approximately this time, and he was succeeded by his three sons, none
of whom were Christian. A subsequent revolt against Christianity and
the expulsion of the missionaries from Kent may have been a reaction to
Kentish overlordship after Æthelberht's death as much as a pagan
opposition to Christianity.[54]

In addition to Eadbald, it is possible that Æthelberht had another son, Æthelwald. The evidence for this is a
papal letter to Justus, archbishop of Canterbury from 619 to 625, that refers to a king named Aduluald, who is
apparently different from Audubald, which refers to Eadbald. There is no agreement among modern scholars on
how to interpret this: "Aduluald" might be intended as a representation of "Æthelwald", and hence an indication
of another king, perhaps a sub-king of west Kent;[55] or it may be merely a scribal error which should be read as
referring to Eadbald.[56]

Liturgical celebration [edit]

Æthelberht was later regarded as a saint for his role in establishing Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons. His
feast day was originally 24 February but was changed to 25 February.[57] In the 2004 edition of the Roman
Martyrology, he is listed under his date of death, 24 February, with the citation: 'King of Kent, converted by St
Augustine, bishop, the first leader of the English people to do so'.[58] The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Southwark, which contains Kent, commemorates him on 25 February.[59] He is honoured together with his wife
Bertha on the liturgical calendar of the Episcopal Church (United States) on 27 May.[60]

He is also venerated in the Orthodox Church as Saint Ethelbert, king of Kent, his day commemorated on 25
February.[61]

See also [edit]

Kentish Royal Legend

Notes and references [edit]

Notes [edit]

1. ^ There is disagreement about the extent to which the legend can be treated as fact. For example, Barbara Yorke
says "Recent detailed studies [. . .] have confirmed that these accounts are largely mythic and that any reliable
oral tradition which they may have embodied has been lost in the conventions of the origin-legend format",[7] but
Richard Fletcher says of Hengist that "there is no good reason for doubting his existence",[8] and James Campbell
adds that "although the origins of such annals are deeply mysterious, and suspect, they cannot be simply
discarded".[9]
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Monarchs of Kent
Hengest · Horsa · Oisc · Octa · Eormenric · Æthelberht I · Eadbald · Æðelwald 1 · Eorcenberht · Eormenred · Ecgberht I ·

Hlothhere · Eadric · Mul · Swæfheard · Swæfberht · Oswine · Wihtred · Alric · Eadbert I · Æthelbert II · Eardwulf · Eadberht II ·
Sigered · Eanmund · Heaberht · Ecgberht II · Ealhmund · Eadberht III Præn · Cuthred · Coenwulf 2 · Ceolwulf I 3 · Baldred ·

Æthelwulf 5 · Æthelstan · Æthelberht 5

1 Existence uncertain (See Eadbald) · 2 Also monarch of Mercia · 3 Also monarch of East Anglia and Mercia · 4 Also monarch
of Wessex, Essex, Sussex and Mercia · 5 Also monarch of Wessex

Bretwaldas
Ælle of Sussex · Ceawlin of Wessex · Æthelberht of Kent · Rædwald of East Anglia · Edwin of Deira · Oswald of Bernicia ·

Oswy of Northumbria · Wulfhere of Mercia 1 · Æthelred of Mercia 1 · Æthelbald of Mercia 1 · Offa of Mercia 1 · Cœnwulf of Mercia 1 ·
Egbert of Wessex

1 Not listed in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, but held equivalent or greater power.

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
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Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen
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Æthelburh of Barking

v · t · e

Æthelburg
Abbess of Barking

Died late 7th century

Feast 11 October

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Æthelburh (died after 686) or Ethelburga, founder and
first Abbess of the double monastery of Barking, was the sister of
Earconwald, Bishop of London.

Life [edit]

The main source for Æthelburh is Bede's Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum which recounts the foundation
of Barking, early miracles there, and Æthelburh's death (Book IV, Chapters 6 to 10). Bede describes Æthelburg
as "upright in life and constantly planning for the needs of her community".

Some time before he became bishop of London in 675, Earconwold founded a double monastery at Barking for
his sister, and a monastery at Chertsey for himself. Barking appears to have already been established by the
time of the plague in 664.[1]

A charter (Sawyer 1171), believed genuine and drafted by Bishop Eorcenwald in the reign of King Sebbi of
Essex (reigned c. 664–c. 694), records a grant of lands in Essex by a certain Æthelred to Æthelburh and
Barking. This is dated to between 686 and 688.

The 9th century Old English Martyrology records a vision, recounted by a nun of Barking, who saw Æthelburh
being drawn up into heaven by golden chains. She was buried at Barking. The Old English Martyrology records
her feast day as 11 October. She is commemorated by Orthodox Church on 11 October.[2] Her successor as
abbess was Hildelith.

Ethelburga founded the church of All Hallows Berkyngechirche (now known as All Hallows Barking or All Hallows
by the Tower in the City of London on land given to her by her brother Eorconwald c. 675.

The church of St Ethelburga the Virgin in the City of London is dedicated to her. It survived the Great Fire and
the Blitz but was extensively damaged in an IRA attack in 1993; however, it has been restored and is now a
centre for international reconciliation.[3]

Other churches dedicated to Æthelburh include the Grade II listed St Ethelburga's at Great Givendale, near
Pocklington in the East Riding of Yorkshire.[4]

References [edit]

1. ^ "Barking", Kemble, University of Cambridge
2. ^ http://www.saint.gr/10/11/index.aspx
3. ^ [1]
4. ^ Historic England. "Church of Saint Ethelburgh (1346278)" . National Heritage List for England. Retrieved

26 December 2015.
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and Old Saxon
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Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
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Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
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South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon
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Æthelburh (died 7 July 664), known as Ethelburga, was an Anglo-Saxon
princess, abbess and saint.
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Background [edit]

Æthelburh was one of the daughters of King Anna of East Anglia although
she was probably illegitimate. Her sisters were Withburga, Saethryth, who
was abbess of Faremoutiers Abbey in Brie, Seaxburh and Æthelthryth who
were abbesses of Ely.

Æthelburh and Saethryth were sent to the nunnery of Faremoutiers in
France for their education.[1] While there Saethryth became a nun and
eventually succeeded Æthelburh as abbess. As abbess, Saethryth began
work on a church in honour of the twelve apostles which was left unfinished
at her death in 664. At her request she was buried in the church. After
seven years a decision was made to move her bones to the nearby church
of Saint Stephen and her body was found to be uncorrupted. Her feast day
is 7 July.
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1. ^ "The Anglo-Saxons and the origins of The English People 410 – 865", The St Edmundsbury Chronicle
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Æthelburg 4  at Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury
Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
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Æthelburh of Kent

Saint Æthelburh
Queen of Northumbria,

Abbess of Lyminge
Born c. late 6th century

Kent, England

Died c. 647
Lyminge, Kent, England

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church
Anglican Communion

Major shrine Collegiate Church at Canterbury,
England

Feast 5 April

Saxon church at Lyminge founded
by Æthelburh in 633, excavated in 2019

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Æthelburh of Kent (born 601,[1] sometimes spelled Æthelburg,
Ethelburga, Æthelburga; Old English: Æþelburh, Æðelburh,
Æðilburh, also known as Tate or Tata),[2][3] was an early Anglo-
Saxon queen consort of Northumbria, the second wife of King
Edwin. As she was a Christian from Kent, their marriage triggered
the initial phase of the conversion of the pagan north of England
to Christianity.
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Early life and marriage [edit]

Æthelburh was born in the late 6th century, as the daughter of King Æthelberht of Kent (sometimes spelled
Aethelberht) and his queen Bertha, and sister of Eadbald. In 625, she married Edwin of Northumbria as his
second wife. A condition of their marriage was Edwin's conversion to Christianity and the acceptance of
Paulinus's mission to convert the Northumbrians.[4][5]

Æthelburh’s children with Edwin were: Eanflæd, Ethelhun, Wuscfrea and Edwen.

Her daughter Eanflæd grew up under the protection of her uncle, King Eadbald of Kent. Bede, Ecclesiastical
History (2.20) states that Æthelburh did not trust her brother, or Edwin's sainted successor Oswald, with the
lives of Edwin's male descendants whom she sent to the court of King Dagobert I (her mother's cousin).

Christianity and founding of monastery [edit]

King Edwin’s conversion was due to his marriage to Æthelburh, who
brought her bishop Paulinus with her. Both Æthelburh and her mother,
Bertha, received letters from popes Gregory and Boniface respectively,
urging them to do their Christian duty by converting their pagan
husbands. Their daughter Eanflaed was one of the first to be baptized
in Northumbria.[6] After King Edwin was wounded, Æthelburh's alarm
caused an early onset of childbirth. Both the mother, as well as the
infant, appeared to be in danger. The prayers of Paulinus were offered
for the queen and child. After they recovered, 12 of the royal
households, as well as the baby, were baptized by Edwin’s permission
and request.[7]

According to the Kentish Royal Legend, after Edwin's death at the Battle
of Hatfield Chase in 633, she returned to Kent. She then established
one of the first Benedictine nunneries in England, at Lyminge, near
Folkestone, which she led until her death in 647, and where her remains
were later venerated.[5]

Modern research has shown that the buildings at Lyminge were designed to contain a convent of monks as well
as of nuns. The church is built from Roman masonry, and was possibly built out of the fragments of a villa,
which was customary practice by Anglo-Saxons, or it may have been a Roman basilica.[1]
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Article Talk Read Edit View history Search Wikipedia

Edit links

Main page
Contents
Current events
Random article
About Wikipedia
Contact us
Donate

Contribute

Help
Community portal
Recent changes
Upload file

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link
Page information
Cite this page
Wikidata item

Print/export

Download as PDF

Languages

Català
Deutsch
Español
Esperanto
Français
Bahasa Indonesia
Italiano
Nederlands
Polski
Português
Русский

Not logged in Talk Contributions Create account Log in

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyminge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collegiate_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar_of_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_consort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianization_of_Anglo-Saxon_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=edit&section=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelberht_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertha_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadbald_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulinus_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eanfled_of_Deira
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ethelhun&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wuscfrea&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Edwen_of_Llanedwen&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadbald_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswald_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dagobert_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_cousin_once_removed
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=edit&section=2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lyminge_church_excavation_2019_(Saxon_church_07).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lyminge_church_excavation_2019_(Saxon_church_07).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyminge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulinus_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertha_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulinus_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentish_Royal_Legend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyminge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyminge_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=edit&section=3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lina_Eckenstein
https://books.google.com/books?id=d9IrngEACAAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8462-0363-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyTalk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:MyContributions
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:CreateAccount&returnto=%C3%86thelburh+of+Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:UserLogin&returnto=%C3%86thelburh+of+Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:Random
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://donate.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:FundraiserRedirector?utm_source=donate&utm_medium=sidebar&utm_campaign=C13_en.wikipedia.org&uselang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Contents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Community_portal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChanges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:File_Upload_Wizard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:WhatLinksHere/%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:RecentChangesLinked/%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:SpecialPages
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&oldid=973185736
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=info
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:CiteThisPage&page=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&id=973185736&wpFormIdentifier=titleform
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:EntityPage/Q2266026
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:DownloadAsPdf&page=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=show-download-screen
https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethelberga_de_Kent
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburg_(Northumbria)
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etelburga_de_Kent
https://eo.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aethelburg_(Kent)
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburg_de_Kent
https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_dari_Kent
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etelburga_del_Kent
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburga_van_Kent
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etelburga
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etelburga_de_Kent
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%AD%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%B1%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%B0_%D0%9A%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:EntityPage/Q2266026#sitelinks-wikipedia


v · t · e

Stone in Lyminge Church marking
the burial site of the founder

2. ^ Stowe 944: Þonne wæs Éadbald Æðelbyrhtes sunu cyninges, & Byrhtan hátte his cwén, & Æðelburh hátte heora
dohtor, óþrum naman Tate.

3. ^ Wilson, Stephen (1998). The Means of Naming: A Social and Cultural
History of Personal Naming in Western Europe . UCL Press. p. 78.

4. ^ Barbara Yorke (1990). Kings and kingdoms of early Anglo-Saxon
England . Psychology Press. p. 36. ISBN 978-0-415-16639-3.

5.  ̂a b Stowe 944: Héo wæs forgyfen Éadwine Norðhymbra cyninge tó
cwene, & Sanctus Paulinus sé bisceop fór mid hyre & gefullode þone
cyningc, & ealle his þéode.

6. ^ Larrington, Carolyne (1995). Women and Writing in Medieval Europe:
A Sourcebook . Routledge. p. 158. ISBN 978-0-415-10685-6.

7. ^ Hodgkin, R. H. (1959). A History of the Anglo-Saxons . CUP
Archive. p. 39. GGKEY:27E9TB5PQ5G.

External links [edit]

Æthelburg 1  at Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Stone_commemorating_the_burial_place_of_Queen_Ethelburga.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Stone_commemorating_the_burial_place_of_Queen_Ethelburga.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stowe_944
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Wilson_(historian)
https://books.google.com/books?id=VWBmAAAAMAAJ
https://books.google.com/books?id=XRTy8IrOAGsC&pg=PA36
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-415-16639-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stowe_944
https://books.google.com/books?id=T2sCEpD4dLEC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-415-10685-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Howard_Hodgkin
https://books.google.com/books?id=TCc8AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA39
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&action=edit&section=4
http://www.pase.ac.uk/jsp/persons/CreatePersonFrames.jsp?personKey=1327
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosopography_of_Anglo-Saxon_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Anglo-Saxon_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template_talk:Anglo-Saxon_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Template:Anglo-Saxon_saints&action=edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Anglo-Saxon_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Aldate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arilda_of_Oldbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barloc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brannoc_of_Braunton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Branwalator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Credan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congar_of_Congresbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dachuna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decuman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elfin_of_Warrington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivo_of_Ramsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judoc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juthwara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nectan_of_Hartland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samson_of_Dol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sativola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelberht_II_of_East_Anglia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Faremoutiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelfl%C3%A6d_of_Ramsey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelthryth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwine_of_Lindsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adulf
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blitha&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botwulf_of_Thorney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cissa_of_Crowland
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cuthbald&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_the_Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadnoth_the_Younger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guthlac_of_Crowland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herefrith_of_Thorney
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hiurmine&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huna_of_Thorney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pega
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Regenhere&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seaxburh_of_Ely
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martyrs_of_Thorney&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martyrs_of_Thorney&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Martyrs_of_Thorney&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendreda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wihtburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wulfric_of_Holme&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelburh_of_Barking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hildelith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osgyth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A6bbi_of_Essex
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Balthild_of_Romsey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertha_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_of_Burgundy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grimbald
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Monegunda&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Odwulf&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfram_of_Sens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aidan_of_Lindisfarne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boisil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echa_of_Crayke
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ultan_the_Scribe&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indract_of_Glastonbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A1el_Dub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domne_Eafe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelberht_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelred_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albinus_(abbot)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berhtwald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deusdedit_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edburga_of_Minster-in-Thanet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eanswith
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eormengyth&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nothhelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sigeburh&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfnoth_of_Stowe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfthryth_of_Crowland
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelberht_of_Bedford&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelmod_of_Leominster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelred_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelwynn_of_Sodbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldwyn_of_Coln
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beonna_of_Breedon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beorhthelm_of_Stafford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coenwulf_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cotta_of_Breedon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Credan_of_Evesham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyneburh_of_Castor&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cyneburh_of_Gloucester&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Kenelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyneswith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadburh_of_Bicester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadburh_of_Pershore
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eadburh_of_Southwell&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadgyth_of_Aylesbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eadweard_of_Maugersbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ealdgyth_of_Stortford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earconwald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egwin_of_Evesham
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Freomund&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithuric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithuswith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithuwold_of_Chertsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=H%C3%A6mma&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Merefin&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildgyth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milred
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oda_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswald_of_Worcester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osburh_of_Coventry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumwold_of_Buckingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tibba_of_Ryhall&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Werburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W%C3%A6rstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wigstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wulfhild_of_Barking&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acca_of_Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86bbe_of_Coldingham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86bbe_the_Younger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lffl%C3%A6d_of_Whitby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfwald_I_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Hackness&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelgyth_of_Coldingham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelsige_of_Ripon&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_(hermit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_(bishop_of_Lindisfarne)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alchhild_of_Middleham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alchmund_of_Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alkmund_of_Derby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baldred_of_Tyninghame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bede
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Bega
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedict_Biscop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bercthun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billfrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosa_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botwine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chad_of_Mercia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cedd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceolfrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceolwulf_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthbert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dryhthelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadberht_of_Lindisfarne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadfrith_of_Leominster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadfrith_of_Lindisfarne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ealdberht_of_Ripon
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Eanmund&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eardwulf_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eata_of_Hexham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecgberht_of_Ripon
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eoda&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eosterwine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_of_Whitby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyglac
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iwig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_of_Beverley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osthryth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswald_of_Northumbria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oswine_of_Deira
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sicgred
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigfrith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tatberht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wihtberht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilfrid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilfrid_II_(bishop_of_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilgils
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Firmin_of_North_Crawley&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birinus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Blaise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florentius_of_Peterborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adrian_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honorius_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurence_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mellitus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulinus_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_of_Tarsus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthfl%C3%A6d
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthmann_of_Steyning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leofwynn


Privacy policy About Wikipedia Disclaimers Contact Wikipedia Mobile view Developers Statistics Cookie statement

This page was last edited on 15 August 2020, at 21:15 (UTC).

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using this site, you
agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit
organization.

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen

Categories: 647 deaths 6th-century births 7th-century Christian saints 7th-century English people
7th-century English women Anglo-Saxon royal consorts Burials in Kent
Female saints of medieval England Roman Catholic royal saints History of Northumberland
House of Kent

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86bbe_of_Oxford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgar_of_Selwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgifu_of_Exeter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfgifu_of_Shaftesbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfheah_of_Canterbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86lfheah_the_Bald
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelfl%C3%A6d_of_Romsey&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelgar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelnoth_(archbishop_of_Canterbury)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwine_of_Athelney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelwold_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldhelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benignus_of_Glastonbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beocca&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Beorhthelm_of_Shaftesbury&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beornstan_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beornwald
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centwine_of_Wessex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuthburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cwenburh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadburh_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edgar_the_Peaceful
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_of_Polesworth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edith_of_Wilton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Confessor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadwold_of_Cerne
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Earmund&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Everilda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frithestan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A6dde
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Humbert_of_Stokenham&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hwita&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C3%A6rwynn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Margaret_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swithun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfsige_of_Sherborne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfthryth_of_Wilton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumbold_of_Mechelen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Category
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:647_deaths
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:6th-century_births
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:7th-century_Christian_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:7th-century_English_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:7th-century_English_women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Anglo-Saxon_royal_consorts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Burials_in_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Female_saints_of_medieval_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Roman_Catholic_royal_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:History_of_Northumberland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:House_of_Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:General_disclaimer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contact_us
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%86thelburh_of_Kent&mobileaction=toggle_view_mobile
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/How_to_contribute
https://stats.wikimedia.org/#/en.wikipedia.org
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Cookie_statement
https://wikimediafoundation.org/
https://www.mediawiki.org/


Æthelburh of Wilton

v · t · e

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Æthelburh or Alburga of Wilton (died 810) was the Queen of Wessex, head of Military forces in England,
abbess of Wilton and an Anglo-Saxon saint.

Alburga was the daughter of Ealhmund of Kent, Subregulus of Kent, half-sister of Egbert, King of Wessex, and
wife of Wulfstan, ealdorman of Wiltshire (also known as Weohstan).[1]

On her husband's death in 802, she turned the college of secular priests which he had established in an old
church in Wilton, Wiltshire, into a Benedictine convent with twelve nuns, of which she became the abbess and is
held to be the founder.[2] She died there on Christmas Day 810, and her feast is celebrated accordingly on 25
December.
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British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
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East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
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Wulfhild of Barking
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Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
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Wulfthryth of Wilton
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Æthelnoth (archbishop of Canterbury)

Æthelnoth
Archbishop of Canterbury

Appointed 1020

Term ended 1038

Predecessor Lyfing

Successor Eadsige

Other posts Dean of Canterbury

Orders
Consecration 13 November 1020

Personal details
Died 28, 29, 30 October or 1

November 1038

Buried Canterbury Cathedral

Parents Æthelmær the Stout

Sainthood
Feast day 30 October

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church[1]

Eastern Orthodox Church

Canonized Pre-Congregation[1]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the 11th-century archbishop. For other uses, see Æthelnoth.

Æthelnoth[a] (died 1038) was the archbishop of Canterbury from
1020 until his death. Descended from an earlier English king,
Æthelnoth became a monk prior to becoming archbishop. While
archbishop, he travelled to Rome and brought back saint's relics.
He consecrated a number of other bishops who came from outside
his archdiocese, leading to some friction with other archbishops.
Although he was regarded as a saint after his death, there is little
evidence of his veneration or of a cult in Canterbury or elsewhere.
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Early life [edit]

Æthelnoth was a son of the Æthelmær the Stout and a grandson
of Æthelweard the Historian,[3] who was a great-great-grandson of King Æthelred of Wessex. In the view of the
historian Frank Barlow, Æthelnoth was probably the uncle of Godwin of Wessex.[4] He was baptised by Dunstan,
and a story was told at Glastonbury Abbey that as the infant was baptised, his hand made a motion much like
that an archbishop makes when blessing. From this motion, Dunstan is said to have prophesied that Æthelnoth
would become an archbishop.[3]

Æthelnoth became a monk at Glastonbury, then was made dean of the monastery of Christ Church Priory, at
Canterbury, the cathedral chapter for the diocese of Canterbury.[5] He was also a chaplain to King Cnut of
England and Denmark as well as Dean of Canterbury when on 13 November 1020 Æthelnoth was consecrated
as Archbishop of Canterbury.[6] Æthelnoth's elevation probably was a gesture of appeasement, as Æthelnoth's
brother Æthelweard had been executed in 1017 by Cnut, who also banished a brother-in-law named
Æthelweard in 1020. A later story stated that Cnut favoured Æthelnoth because Æthelnoth had bestowed
chrism on the king. This may be a garbled account of Æthelnoth's participation in Cnut's confirmation as a
Christian in 1016 or his coronation in 1017.[3] There are some indications that he was a student of Ælfric of
Eynsham, the homilist.[7]

Archbishop of Canterbury [edit]

In 1022, Æthelnoth went to Rome to obtain the pallium,[8] and was received by Pope Benedict VIII. On his return
trip, he bought a relic of St Augustine of Hippo for 100 silver talents and one gold talent.[3] He gave the relic to
Coventry Abbey.[9] He also presided over the translation of the relics of Ælfheah, his predecessor at Canterbury
who was regarded as a martyr and saint.[10] In 1022, Æthelnoth consecrated Gerbrand as bishop for the
Diocese of Roskilde,[11] which was in Scandinavia. The archbishop of Hamburg-Bremen was the metropolitan of
Roskilde, and the fact that Gerbrand was consecrated by an English archbishop later caused friction between
the bishop and his metropolitan.[10] Cnut was forced to concede that in the future he would not appoint bishops
in Bremen's archdiocese without the metropolitan's advice.[12] A later tradition held that Æthelnoth consecrated
two Welsh bishops, one at Llandaff and one at St. David's.[12]

The medieval chronicler William of Malmesbury praised Æthelnoth's wisdom. A story of doubtful authenticity tells
how he refused to crown King Harold Harefoot,[13] as he had promised Cnut to crown none but a son of the king
by his wife, Emma.[3]
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Death and legacy [edit]

Æthelnoth died in 1038, on either 28 October,[3][6] 29 October,[6][1] 30 October,[2] or 1 November.[3][6] Prior to
his death, some of his episcopal functions were performed by a royal priest, Eadsige. He was buried in
Canterbury Cathedral.[3] He is considered a saint,[1] with a feast day of 30 October. While he is listed in Jean
Mabillon's Lives of the Benedictine Saints and in the Acta Sanctorum, there is no contemporary or later
evidence of a cult being paid to him at Canterbury or elsewhere.[2]

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Also Ethelnoth, Ednoth, or Eadnodus[2]
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Christian titles
Preceded by

Lyfing
Archbishop of Canterbury

1020–1038
Succeeded by

Eadsige

Archbishops of Canterbury

List of archbishops of Canterbury

Pre-Conquest

Augustine · Laurence · Mellitus · Justus · Honorius · Deusdedit · Wighard · Theodore of Tarsus
· Berhtwald · Tatwine · Nothhelm · Cuthbert · Bregowine · Jænberht · Æthelhard · Wulfred ·
Feologild · Ceolnoth · Æthelred · Plegmund · Athelm · Wulfhelm · Oda · Ælfsige · Byrhthelm ·
Dunstan · Æthelgar · Sigeric the Serious · Ælfric of Abingdon · Ælfheah · Lyfing · Æthelnoth ·
Eadsige · Robert of Jumièges · Stigand

Conquest to Reformation

Lanfranc · Anselm · Ralph d'Escures · William de Corbeil · Theobald of Bec · Thomas Becket ·
Roger de Bailleul · Richard of Dover · Baldwin of Forde · Reginald Fitz Jocelin · Hubert Walter ·
Reginald · John de Gray · Stephen Langton · Walter d'Eynsham · Richard le Grant ·
Ralph Neville · John of Sittingbourne · John Blund · Edmund of Abingdon · Boniface ·
William Chillenden · Robert Kilwardby · Robert Burnell · John Peckham · Robert Winchelsey ·
Thomas Cobham · Walter Reynolds · Simon Mepeham · John de Stratford · John de Ufford ·
Thomas Bradwardine · Simon Islip · William Edington · Simon Langham · William Whittlesey ·
Simon Sudbury · William Courtenay · Thomas Arundel · Roger Walden · Thomas Arundel ·
Henry Chichele · John Stafford · John Kemp · Thomas Bourchier · John Morton ·
Thomas Langton · Henry Deane · William Warham · Thomas Cranmer · Reginald Pole

Post-Reformation

Matthew Parker · Edmund Grindal · John Whitgift · Richard Bancroft · George Abbot ·
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Michael Ramsey · Donald Coggan · Robert Runcie · George Carey · Rowan Williams ·
Justin Welby

Italics indicate a person who was elected but not confirmed.
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v · t · e Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen
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Æthelred and Æthelberht

Saints Aethelred and Aethelberht of
Kent (of Eastry)

Born seventh century

Died c. 669

Venerated in Anglo-Saxon Christianity

Major shrine Ramsey Abbey in
Huntingdonshire; Canterbury[1]

Feast 17 October (translation of
relics)[1]

Attributes with Aethelberht, as royal
brothers, sometimes with
swords[1]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the king of Kent, see Æthelberht of Kent.

Saints Æthelred and Æthelberht (also Ethelred, Ethelbert)
according to the Kentish royal legend (attested in the 11th
century) were princes of the Kingdom of Kent who were murdered
in around AD 669, and later commemorated as saints and martyrs.
Their story forms an important element in the legend of Saint
Mildrith, because the monastery of Minster in Thanet is said to
have been founded in atonement for the crime.
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Historical context [edit]

King Eorcenberht of Kent seized the rule of Kent in 640 in precedence to his elder brother Eormenred. Both
were sons of Eadbald of Kent (r. c. 616–640). The legend, contained in a Latin Passio, tells that Eormenred
and his wife Oslafa had several children including the two sons Aethelred and Aethelberht, and a daughter
Eormenbeorg, also known as Domne Eafe. Eafe married Merewalh, ruler of the Maegonsaetan, a people
situated in the west Midlands in the Shropshire area. King Eorcenberht married Seaxburh, daughter of King
Anna of East Anglia, and ruled as a Christian king: he was the first ruler to order the abandonment and
destruction of idols throughout his kingdom, and to establish the forty days' fast of Lent to be observed by royal
authority (Bede, Ecclesiastical History iii,8). He had two sons, Ecgberht and Hlothhere, and two daughters,
Eormenhild and Eorcongota. On Eorconberht's death of the plague in 664, Ecgberht succeeded him as King of
Kent.

The legend [edit]

Main article: Kentish Royal Legend
See also: Domne Eafe § The legend

According to the legend, the princes were very pious Christian youths and lived at Eastry, Kent, at a royal
dwelling belonging to their cousin King Egberht. (It is likely that such a residence existed, for Sir Frank Stenton
pointed out that the placename Eastry, comparable to Surrey in formation, represented an early administrative
centre.) A royal retainer named Thunor wished to secure the succession of King Ecgberht from a possible rival
claim by these youths. He therefore had them secretly murdered, and their bodies hidden beneath the royal
seat in the Hall at Eastry. After they were missed, but nowhere found, the crime was revealed by a column of
light which appeared shining above the place of concealment.

When King Egberht learned of the crime he was filled with sorrow and remorse at the act which had been done
in his name, and planned to have the bodies buried at Canterbury. However, the people charged with the task
of taking the bodies there found it impossible to move them. After these efforts the king took advice from his
religious leaders, who recommended that he have them taken to Wakering in the Kingdom of Essex for burial,
where a monastery already existed. The site was probably Great Wakering, not many miles away from the
possibly royal burial-site of Prittlewell, Essex. With this new destination the bodies consented to be moved, and
were venerated in their final resting-place as royal Christian martyrs.

At about this time Egberht's mother Queen Seaxburh founded her own double monastery at Minster in
Sheppey, on the south bank of the Thames Estuary nearly opposite Wakering. The monastery at Reculver was
founded in 669. Ecgberht then founded the monastery of Minster in Thanet, to be ruled over by the sister of the
murdered princes. She was the mother of Saint Mildrith, who afterwards succeeded her as abbess. Some
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sources also claim that another monastery was established at Eastry for the same reason, over which a sister of
Mildrith's ruled as abbess. Another sister, Mildburg, remained among the Magonsaetan and governed the
monastery of Much Wenlock in Shropshire.

In addition to the Latin Passio (edited by David Rollason) a version of the story appears in Roger of Wendover's
Flowers of History, compiled in the early thirteenth century. Excavations at Great Wakering have recently
uncovered a site of Middle Saxon occupation including a fragment of ornamented stone-sculpture, which may
derive from the place named in the legend.
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
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Æthelthryth

Saint Etheldreda

Saint Æthelthryth
from Benedictional of St. Æthelwold, 10 C British Library

Born c. 636
Exning, Suffolk

Died 23 June 679
Ely, Cambridgeshire

Venerated in Western Orthodox Church
Eastern Orthodox Church
Roman Catholic Church
Anglican Communion

Major shrine St Etheldreda's Church, Ely Place,
Holborn, London; Originally Ely
Cathedral (now destroyed)

Feast 23 June

Attributes Abbess holding a model of Ely
Cathedral

Patronage Throat complaints

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

"Ethelreda" redirects here. For other people, see Ethelreda (given name).

Æthelthryth (or Æðelþryð or Æþelðryþe; c. 636 – 23 June
679 AD) was an East Anglian princess, a Fenland and
Northumbrian queen and Abbess of Ely. She is an Anglo-Saxon
saint,[citation needed] and is also known as Etheldreda or
Audrey, especially in religious contexts. Her father was King
Anna of East Anglia, and siblings Wendreda and Seaxburh of
Ely, both of whom eventually retired from secular life and
founded abbeys.
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Life [edit]

Æthelthryth was probably born in Exning, near Newmarket in
Suffolk. She was one of the four saintly daughters of Anna of
East Anglia, including Wendreda and Seaxburh of Ely, all of
whom eventually retired from secular life and founded abbeys.

Æthelthryth made an early first marriage in around 652 to
Tondberct, chief or prince of the South Gyrwe. She managed to
persuade her husband to respect her vow of perpetual virginity
that she had made prior to their marriage. Upon his death in
655, she retired to the Isle of Ely, which she had received from
Tondberct as a morning gift.[1]

Æthelthryth was subsequently remarried for political reasons in
660, this time to Ecgfrith of Northumbria, who was fourteen or
fifteen at the time. Shortly after his accession to the throne in
670, Æthelthryth wished to become a nun. This step possibly
led to Ecgfrith's long quarrel with Wilfrid, bishop of York, who was her spiritual counsellor. One account relates
that while Ecgfrith initially agreed Æthelthryth should continue to remain a virgin, about 672 he appealed to
Wilfrid for the enforcement of his marital rights as against Etheldreda's religious vocation. The bishop
succeeded at first in persuading the king to consent that Etheldreda should live for some time in peace as a
sister of the Coldingham nunnery, founded by his aunt, Æbbe of Coldingham. Eventually, in light of the danger
of being forcibly carried off by the king, Æthelthryth then fled back to the Isle of Ely[1] with two nuns as
companions. They managed to evade capture, thanks in part to the rising of the tide.

Another version of the legend related that she halted on the journey at 'Stow' and sheltered under a
miraculously growing ash tree which came from her staff planted in the ground. Stow came to be known as 'St
Etheldred's Stow', when a church was built to commemorate this event. It is more likely that this 'Stow' actually
refers to another fair,[2][3] near Threekingham.[4][5] Ecgfrith later married Eormenburg and expelled Wilfrid from
his kingdom in 678. According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Æthelthryth founded a double monastery at Ely in
673, which was later destroyed in the Danish invasion of 870.
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Site of shrine in Ely
Cathedral

Legacy [edit]

Bede told how after her death, Æthelthryth's bones were disinterred by
her sister and successor, Seaxburh and that her uncorrupted body was
later buried in a white, marble coffin. In 695, Seaxburh translated the
remains of her sister Æthelthryth, who had been dead for sixteen
years,[6] from a common grave to the new church at Ely. The Liber
Eliensis describes these events in detail.[7] When her grave was
opened, Æthelthryth's body was discovered to be uncorrupted and her
coffin and clothes proved to possess miraculous powers. A
sarcophagus made of white marble was taken from the Roman ruins at
Grantchester, which was found to be the right fit for Æthelthryth.
Seaxburh supervised the preparation of her sister's body, which was
washed and wrapped in new robes before being reburied.[8] She
apparently oversaw the translation of her sister's remains without the
supervision of her bishop, using her knowledge of procedures gained
from her family's links with the Faremoutiers Abbey as a basis for the ceremony.[9]

After Seaxburh, Æthelthryth's niece and her great-niece, both of whom were royal princesses, succeeded her
as abbess of Ely.

St Etheldreda's Church in Ely Place in Holborn is dedicated to the saint. It was originally part of the palace of the
bishops of Ely. After the English Reformation, the palace was used by the Spanish ambassadors, enabling
Roman Catholic worship to continue in the church.

St Etheldreda's Church, Hatfield is 13th century and was originally Saxon. It was named for Saint Etheldreda
because it was adjacent to the Palace of the Bishops of Ely who held her as their patron saint.

St Etheldreda's is a Roman Catholic parish church in Ely, Cambridgeshire. It is part of the Diocese of East
Anglia within the Province of Westminster. The church contains the shrine and relics of Æthelthryth, including
her hand.

St. Etheldreda's Church in White Notley, Essex, is a Church of England parish
church, of Saxon construction, built on the site of a Roman temple, with a large
quantity of Roman brick in its fabric. The church has a small Mediaeval English
stained glass window, depicting St. Etheldreda, which is set in a stone frame made
from a very early Insular Christian Roman Chi Rho grave marker.

The common version of Æthelthryth's name was St. Audrey, which is the origin of
the word tawdry, which derived from the fact that her admirers bought modestly
concealing lace goods at an annual fair held in her name in Ely. By the 17th
century, this lacework had become seen as old-fashioned, vain, or cheap and of
poor quality, at a time when the Puritans of eastern England disdained ornamental
dress.[10]

Hagiography [edit]

There are a number of accounts of Æthelthryth's life in Latin, Old English, Old
French, and Middle English. According to Jocelyn Wogan-Browne, "more medieval

vernacular lives [about Æthelthryth] were composed in England than any other native female saint".[11]

Æthelthryth appears in Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English People, Ælfric's Lives of Saints, Goscelin of
Saint-Bertin's Lives of Female Saints, the Liber Eliensis, Marie de France's La vie seinte Audree, the South
English Legendary, and a Middle English life in BL Cotton Faustina B.iii, among others. A modern fictional
account has been written by Moyra Caldecott.

See also [edit]

List of Anglo-Saxon saints
Saint Æthelthryth, patron saint archive
Wuffingas
The hymn 'Aethelthryth' by the Venerable Bede[12]
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Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
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East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland ·
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East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet
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Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking

Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
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Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
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West Saxon

Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen

Saints of the Catholic Church
Stages of canonization: Servant of God   →   Venerable   →   Blessed   →   Saint

Virgin Mary Mother of God (Theotokos) · Immaculate Conception · Perpetual virginity · Assumption · Marian apparition ·
Titles of Mary · Joseph (husband)

Apostles Andrew · Barnabas · Bartholomew · James of Alphaeus · James the Great · John · Jude · Matthew · Matthias
· Paul · Peter · Philip · Simon · Thomas

Archangels Gabriel · Michael · Raphael

Confessors

Anatolius · Athanasius the Confessor · Chariton the Confessor · Dominic · Edward the Confessor ·
Francis of Assisi · Francis Borgia · Louis Bertrand · Maximus the Confessor · Michael of Synnada ·
Paphnutius the Confessor · Paul I of Constantinople · Peter Claver · Salonius · Seraphim of Sarov ·
Theophanes the Confessor

Disciples Apollos · Mary Magdalene · Priscilla and Aquila · Silvanus · Stephen · Timothy · Titus · Seventy disciples

Doctors

Gregory the Great · Ambrose · Augustine of Hippo · Jerome · John Chrysostom · Basil of Caesarea ·
Gregory of Nazianzus · Athanasius of Alexandria · Cyril of Alexandria · Cyril of Jerusalem ·
John of Damascus · Bede the Venerable · Ephrem the Syrian · Thomas Aquinas · Bonaventure ·
Anselm of Canterbury · Isidore of Seville · Peter Chrysologus · Leo the Great · Peter Damian ·
Bernard of Clairvaux · Hilary of Poitiers · Alphonsus Liguori · Francis de Sales · Peter Canisius ·
John of the Cross · Robert Bellarmine · Albertus Magnus · Anthony of Padua · Lawrence of Brindisi ·
Teresa of Ávila · Catherine of Siena · Thérèse of Lisieux · John of Ávila · Hildegard of Bingen ·
Gregory of Narek

Evangelists Matthew · Mark · Luke · John

Church
Fathers

Alexander of Alexandria · Alexander of Jerusalem · Ambrose of Milan · Anatolius · Athanasius of Alexandria ·
Augustine of Hippo · Caesarius of Arles · Caius · Cappadocian Fathers · Clement of Alexandria ·
Clement of Rome · Cyprian of Carthage · Cyril of Alexandria · Cyril of Jerusalem · Damasus I ·
Desert Fathers · Desert Mothers · Dionysius of Alexandria · Dionysius of Corinth · Dionysius ·
Ephrem the Syrian · Epiphanius of Salamis · Fulgentius of Ruspe · Gregory the Great · Gregory of Nazianzus
· Gregory of Nyssa · Hilary of Poitiers · Hippolytus of Rome · Ignatius of Antioch · Irenaeus of Lyons ·
Isidore of Seville · Jerome of Stridonium · John Chrysostom · John of Damascus · Maximus the Confessor ·
Melito of Sardis · Quadratus of Athens · Papias of Hierapolis · Peter Chrysologus · Polycarp of Smyrna ·
Theophilus of Antioch · Victorinus of Pettau · Vincent of Lérins · Zephyrinus

Martyrs

Canadian Martyrs · Carthusian Martyrs · Child Martyrs of Tlaxcala · Dismas the Good Thief ·
Forty Martyrs of England and Wales · Four Crowned Martyrs · Gerard of Csanád · Great Martyr ·
The Holy Innocents · Irish Martyrs · Joan of Arc · John Fisher · Korean Martyrs · Lorenzo Ruiz ·
Lübeck martyrs · Luigi Versiglia · Martyrology · Martyrs of Albania · Martyrs of China · Martyrs of Japan ·
Martyrs of Laos · Martyrs of Natal · Martyrs of Otranto · Martyrs of the Spanish Civil War · Maximilian Kolbe ·
Óscar Romero · Pedro Calungsod · Perpetua and Felicity · Peter Chanel · Pietro Parenzo · Philomena ·
Saints of the Cristero War · Stephen · Teresa Benedicta of the Cross · Thomas Becket · Thomas More ·
Three Martyrs of Chimbote · Uganda Martyrs · Vietnamese Martyrs · Valentine of Rome · Victor and Corona

Missionaries Augustine of Canterbury · Boniface · Damien of Molokai · Francis Xavier · François de Laval ·
Gregory the Illuminator · Junípero Serra · Nico of Georgia · Patrick of Ireland · Remigius

Patriarchs Adam · Abel · Abraham · Isaac · Jacob · Joseph · Joseph (father of Jesus) · David · Noah · Solomon ·
Matriarchs

Popes

Adeodatus I · Adeodatus II · Adrian III · Agapetus I · Agatho · Alexander I · Anacletus · Anastasius I · Anicetus
· Anterus · Benedict II · Boniface I · Boniface IV · Caius · Callixtus I · Celestine I · Celestine V · Clement I ·
Cornelius · Damasus I · Dionysius · Eleuterus · Eugene I · Eusebius · Eutychian · Evaristus · Fabian · Felix I
· Felix III · Felix IV · Gelasius I · Gregory I · Gregory II · Gregory III · Gregory VII · Hilarius · Hormisdas ·
Hyginus · Innocent I · John I · John XXIII · John Paul II · Julius I · Leo I · Leo II · Leo III · Leo IV · Leo IX · Linus
· Lucius I · Marcellinus · Marcellus I · Mark · Martin I · Miltiades · Nicholas I · Paschal I · Paul I · Paul VI · Peter
· Pius I · Pius V · Pius X · Pontian · Sergius I · Silverius · Simplicius · Siricius · Sixtus I · Sixtus II · Sixtus III ·
Soter · Stephen I · Stephen IV · Sylvester I · Symmachus · Telesphorus · Urban I · Victor I · Vitalian · Zachary ·
Zephyrinus · Zosimus

Prophets

Agabus · Amos · Anna · Baruch ben Neriah · David · Dalua · Elijah · Ezekiel · Habakkuk · Haggai · Hosea ·
Isaiah · Jeremiah · Job · Joel · John the Baptist · Jonah · Judas Barsabbas · Malachi · Melchizedek · Micah ·
Moses · Nahum · Obadiah · Samuel · Seven Maccabees and their mother · Simeon · Zechariah (prophet) ·
Zechariah (NT) · Zephaniah

Virgins

Agatha of Sicily · Agnes of Rome · Angela of the Cross · Æthelthryth · Bernadette Soubirous ·
Brigid of Kildare · Catherine Labouré · Catherine of Siena · Cecilia · Clare of Assisi · Eulalia of Mérida ·
Euphemia · Faustina Kowalska · Genevieve · Kateri Tekakwitha · Lucy of Syracuse · Maria Goretti ·
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Æthelwine of Athelney

King Alfred's Monument

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Æthelwine of Athelney was a 7th-century saint venerated in the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox
Churches. He lived as a hermit on the island of Athelney in the marsh country of Somerset,[1] and is known to us
through being recorded in the hagiography of the Secgan Manuscript.[2][3][4] He was venerated as a saint after
his death, Nov. 26.[5]
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Personal life [edit]

Aethelwine was a son of Cynegils, king of the West Saxons from 611-42 AD and the brother of Cenwealh, king
of the West Saxons from 642-672 AD.

William of Malmesbury[6] says that he had a chronic disease.[7]

Etymology of his Name [edit]

His name is two Anglo Saxon words, æðel (prince) and wine (friend protector).

He takes his suffix from Athelney, the island where he lived. Athelney
was made famous as the island fort in the Somerset marshes from
where Alfred the Great launched his conquest of the Danes, two
centuries after Æthelwine lived there. The Anglo-Saxon name of
Athelney isle was "Æðelinga íeg", thought to mean the "Island of
Princes" (æðeling) and as it had this name prior to Alfred it is possible
that it derived from Æthelwine, or that it was an established royal
residence, fort or refuge of some type. To give thanks for his victory,
Alfred founded on the Isle in 888 AD, a monastery, Athelney Abbey.[8]

See also [edit]

House of Wessex family tree

References [edit]

1. ^ Lyng and Athelney  by Miranda Richardson.
2. ^ Stowe MS 944 , British Library
3. ^ G. Hickes, Dissertatio Epistolaris in Linguarum veterum septentrionalium thesaurus grammatico-criticus et

archeologicus (Oxford, 1703), p115.
4. ^ The Oxford Dictionary of Saints, Oxford University Press.
5. ^ http://catholicsaints.info/saint-egelwine-of-athelney/
6. ^ William of Malmesbury Gesta Pontificum Anglorum ii.92.3
7. ^ "Æthelwine 1" . Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England.
8. ^ 'Houses of Benedictine monks: The abbey of Athelney' , A History of the County of Somerset: Volume 2 (1911),

pp. 99-103.
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Æthelwine of Lindsey

Æthelwine
Bishop of Lindsey

Appointed c. 680

Term ended c. 700

Predecessor Eadhæd

Successor Edgar

Orders
Consecration c. 680

Personal details
Died c. 700

Denomination Christian

Sainthood
Feast day 3 May or 20 June

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see Ethelwine (disambiguation).

Æthelwine [a] (died c. 700) was the second bishop of Lindsey from
around 680,[1] and is regarded as a saint.[2]

Other than a couple of references in Bede's Historia to Æthelwine
and his family, very little is known of him. One brother, named
Edilhun (i.e. Æthelhun), a "youth of great capacity of the English
nobility", is said by Bede to have died of the plague while visiting a
monastery in Ireland in the year 664.[3][4] Another brother, Aldwin,
was abbot at Partney, and a sister, Æthelhild, was an abbess.
Bede tells of her visiting Queen Osthryth at Bardney Abbey in
about 697. She was still alive when Bede was writing in the 720s.[5]

Æthelwine probably died around 700. His feast day is 3 May or 29
June.[2] The even less well evidenced Saint Aldwyn is sometimes
identified with his brother.

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Or Ethelwine or Elwin

Citations [edit]

1. ^ Fryde, et al. Handbook of British Chronology p. 219
2.  ̂a b Farmer Oxford Dictionary of Saints p. 182
3. ^ "Æthelhun 2" . Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England.
4. ^ Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People, book 3.27
5. ^ Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People, book 3.11
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Christian titles
Preceded by

Eadhæd
Bishop of Lindsey

c. 680-c. 700
Succeeded by

Edgar

Bishops of Lindsey

Mercia See erected from Lichfield · Eadhæd · Æthelwine · Edgar · Cyneberht · Ealdwulf · Ceolwulf · Eadwulf · Beorhtred ·
Eadbald · Burgheard · Leofwine · Sigeferth · (Ælfstan?) · See united to Dorcester

Saints of Anglo-Saxon England

British / Welsh

Aldatus of Oxford · Arilda of Oldbury · Barloc of Norbury · Brannoc of Braunton · Branwalator of Milton ·
Credan of Bodmin · Congar of Congresbury · Dachuna of Bodmin · Decuman of Watchet ·
Elfin of Warrington · Ivo of Ramsey · Judoc of Winchester · Juthwara of Sherbourne ·
Melorius of Amesbury · Nectan of Hartland · Neot of St Neots · Patrick of Glastonbury ·
Rumon of Tavistock · Samson of Dol · Sativola of Exeter · Urith of Chittlehampton

East Anglian

Æthelberht of East Anglia · Æthelburh of Faremoutiers · Æthelflæd of Ramsey · Æthelthryth of Ely ·
Æthelwine of Lindsey · Athwulf of Thorney · Blitha of Martham · Botwulf of Thorney · Cissa of Crowland
· Cuthbald of Peterborough · Eadmund of East Anglia · Eadnoth of Ramsey · Guthlac of Crowland ·
Herefrith of Thorney · Hiurmine of Blythburgh · Huna of Thorney · Pega of Peakirk ·
Regenhere of Northampton · Seaxburh of Ely · Tancred of Thorney · Torthred of Thorney ·
Tova of Thorney · Walstan of Bawburgh · Wendreda · Wihtburh of Ely · Wulfric of Holme

East Saxon Æthelburh of Barking · Hildelith of Barking · Osgyth · Sæbbi of London

Frisian, 
Frankish

and Old Saxon

Balthild of Romsey · Bertha of Kent · Felix of Dommoc · Grimbald of St Bertin · Monegunda of Watton ·
Odwulf of Evesham · Wulfram of Grantham

Irish and Scottish Aidan of Lindisfarne · Boisil of Melrose · Echa of Crayke · Ultan the Scribe · Indract of Glastonbury ·
Maildub of Malmesbury

Kentish

Æbbe of Thanet (Domne Eafe) · Æthelberht of Kent · Æthelburh of Kent · Æthelred of Kent ·
Albinus of Canterbury · Berhtwald of Canterbury · Deusdedit of Canterbury ·
Edburga of Minster-in-Thanet · Eanswith of Folkestone · Eormengyth of Thanet · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Nothhelm of Canterbury · Sigeburh of Thanet

Mercian

Ælfnoth of Stowe · Ælfthryth of Crowland · Æthelberht of Bedford · Æthelmod of Leominster ·
Æthelred of Mercia · Æthelwynn of Sodbury · Aldwyn of Coln · Beonna of Breedon ·
Beorhthelm of Stafford · Coenwulf of Mercia · Cotta of Breedon · Credan of Evesham ·
Cyneburh of Castor · Cyneburh of Gloucester · Cynehelm of Winchcombe · Cyneswith of Peterborough ·
Eadburh of Bicester · Eadburh of Pershore · Eadburh of Southwell · Eadgyth of Aylesbury ·
Eadweard of Maugersbury · Ealdgyth of Stortford · Earconwald of London · Egwin of Evesham ·
Freomund of Mercia · Frithuric of Breedon · Frithuswith of Oxford · Frithuwold of Chertsey ·
Hæmma of Leominster · Merefin · Mildburh of Wenlock · Mildgyth · Mildrith of Thanet ·
Milred of Worcester · Oda of Canterbury · Oswald of Worcester · Osburh of Coventry ·
Rumwold of Buckingham · Tibba of Ryhall · Werburgh of Chester · Wærstan · Wigstan of Repton ·
Wulfhild of Barking
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Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
Ælfflæd of Whitby · Ælfwald of Northumbria · Æthelburh of Hackness · Æthelgyth of Coldingham ·
Æthelsige of Ripon · Æthelwold of Farne · Æthelwold of Lindisfarne · Alchhild of Middleham ·
Alchmund of Hexham · Alkmund of Derby · Balthere of Tyningham · Beda of Jarrow · Bega of Copeland ·
Benedict Biscop · Bercthun of Beverley · Billfrith of Lindisfarne · Bosa of York · Botwine of Ripon ·
Ceadda of Lichfield · Cedd of Lichfield · Ceolfrith of Monkwearmouth · Ceolwulf of Northumbria ·
Cuthbert of Durham · Dryhthelm of Melrose · Eadberht of Lindisfarne · Eadfrith of Leominster ·
Eadfrith of Lindisfarne · Eadwine of Northumbria · Ealdberht of Ripon · Eanmund ·
Eardwulf of Northumbria · Eata of Hexham · Ecgberht of Ripon · Eoda · Eosterwine of Monkwearmouth ·
Hilda of Whitby · Hyglac · Iwig of Wilton · John of Beverley · Osana of Howden · Osthryth of Bardney ·
Oswald of Northumbria · Oswine of Northumbria · Sicgred of Ripon · Sigfrith of Monkwearmouth ·
Tatberht of Ripon · Wihtberht of Ripon · Wilfrith of Hexham · Wilfrith II · Wilgils of Ripon

Roman
Augustine of Canterbury · Firmin of North Crawley · Birinus of Dorchester · Blaise ·
Florentius of Peterborough · Hadrian of Canterbury · Honorius of Canterbury · Justus of Canterbury ·
Laurence of Canterbury · Mellitus of Canterbury · Paulinus of York · Theodore of Canterbury

South Saxon Cuthflæd of Lyminster · Cuthmann of Steyning · Leofwynn of Bishopstone

West Saxon

Æbbe of Abingdon · Ælfgar of Selwood · Ælfgifu of Exeter · Ælfgifu of Shaftesbury ·
Ælfheah of Canterbury · Ælfheah of Winchester · Æthelflæd of Romsey · Æthelgar of Canterbury ·
Æthelnoth of Canterbury · Æthelwine of Athelney · Æthelwold of Winchester · Aldhelm of Sherborne ·
Benignus of Glastonbury · Beocca of Chertsey · Beorhthelm of Shaftesbury · Beornstan of Winchester ·
Beornwald of Bampton · Centwine of Wessex · Cuthburh of Wimborn · Cwenburh of Wimborne ·
Dunstan of Canterbury · Eadburh of Winchester · Eadgar of England · Eadgyth of Polesworth ·
Eadgyth of Wilton · Eadweard the Confessor · Eadweard the Martyr · Eadwold of Cerne ·
Earmund of Stoke Fleming · Edor of Chertsey · Evorhilda · Frithestan of Winchester ·
Hædde of Winchester · Humbert of Stokenham · Hwita of Whitchurch Canonicorum ·
Mærwynn of Romsey · Margaret of Dunfermline · Swithhun of Winchester · Wulfsige of Sherborne ·
Wulfthryth of Wilton

Unclear origin Rumbold of Mechelen

This article about a saint from England is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.

This article about an English bishop or archbishop is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.
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Æthelwine of Sceldeforde was a seventh century saint, venerated in the Roman Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox churches, who lived in Anglo-Saxon England.[1] He is known to history from records in the
hagiography of the Secgan Manuscript.[2][3][4] He was venerated as a saint after his death, though some
question his historical authenticity.[5]

His name comes from two Anglo-Saxon words, aethel (prince) and wine (friend protector).[6] Æthelwine was a
common name in the Anglo-Saxon era.
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Æthelwold of Lindisfarne
Bishop of Lindisfarne

Appointed 721

Term ended 740

Predecessor Eadfrith

Successor Cynewulf

Personal details
Died 740

Sainthood
Feast day February 12

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Æthelwold of Lindisfarne (died 740) (also spelled Aethelwald,
Ethelwold, etc.) was Bishop of Lindisfarne from 721 until 740.[1]

Æthelwold contributed to the production of the Lindisfarne
Gospels: he took the raw manuscripts that his predecessor
Eadfrith had prepared and had Billfrith bind them so that they
could be read easily.[2] Æthelwold was one of the disciples and
assistants of St. Cuthbert. He is the last Bishop of Lindisfarne to
have been revered as a saint. He is often mistaken with his near
contemporary, Æthelwold of Farne.
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Late Medieval Prince-Bishops
Richard Kellaw · Lewis de Beaumont · Richard de Bury · Thomas Hatfield ·
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Æthelwold (hermit)
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Inner Farne Island

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Æthelwold of Farne (also spelled Aethelwald, Ethilwold, etc.)
was a late 7th-century hermit who lived on Inner Farne, off the coast of
the English county of Northumberland.

Little is known about this man, apart from what is recorded in the
writings of the Venerable Bede. Æthelwold was both a priest and a
monk from Ripon Abbey. Being desirous of some solitude, he
succeeded to the tiny hermitage of Saint Cuthbert on Farne, after the
latter's death in 687. He, however, found it so drafty that he was obliged
to make much needed repairs using a calfskin. The most well-known
story about Æthelwold, relates how the future Abbot Guthrid visited him
on his island with two Lindisfarne monks and, on his journey home, was saved from shipwreck by the saint's
prayers. Æthelwold died on 23 March (which is his feast day[1]) 699 (not 720 as is sometimes stated). He was
buried with Cuthbert and, like him, was eventually enshrined in Durham Cathedral. He should not be confused
with his near contemporary, Saint Æthelwold of Lindisfarne.
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Æthelwold of Winchester

Æthelwold
Bishop of Winchester

King Edgar seated between St. Æthelwold,
Bishop of Winchester, and St. Dunstan,

Archbishop of Canterbury. From an eleventh-
century manuscript of the Regularis Concordia.

Appointed 29 November 963

Term ended 1 August 984

Predecessor Beorhthelm of Winchester

Successor Ælfheah II

Orders
Consecration 29 November 963

Personal details
Born between 904 and 909

Winchester

Died 1 August 984
Beddington, Surrey, England

Denomination Christian

Sainthood
Feast day 1 August

19 May (POCSP)

Venerated in Catholic Church[1]

Orthodox Church[2]

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the second Bishop of Winchester of this name and all other homonyms, see Æthelwold.

Æthelwold of Winchester[a] (904/9 – 984) was Bishop of
Winchester from 963 to 984 and one of the leaders of the tenth-
century monastic reform movement in Anglo-Saxon England.

Monastic life had declined to a low ebb in England in the ninth
century, partly because of the ravages caused by Viking attacks,
and partly because of a preference for secular clergy, who were
cheaper and were thought to serve the spiritual needs of the laity
better. Kings from Alfred the Great onwards took an interest in the
Benedictine rule, but it was only in the middle of the tenth century
that kings became ready to commit substantial funds to its support.
Æthelwold became the leading propagandist for the monastic
reform movement, although he made enemies by his ruthless
methods, and he was more extreme in his opposition to secular
clergy than his fellow reformers, Saint Dunstan and Oswald of
Worcester. He is nevertheless recognised as a key figure in the
reform movement, who also made a major contribution to the
revival of learning and the arts. He was an important political
figure, backing Æthelred the Unready against Edward the Martyr,
and playing a major advisory role during Æthelred's minority.[3][4]
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Early life [edit]

Æthelwold was born to noble parents in Winchester.[3] From the
late 920s he served in a secular capacity at the court of King
Athelstan, and according to Æthelwold's biographer, Wulfstan, "he
spent a long time in the royal burh there as the king's inseparable
companion, learning much from the king's witan that was useful
and profitable to him".[5] The king arranged for him to be ordained
a priest by Ælfheah the Bald, Bishop of Winchester, on the same
day as Saint Dunstan. After a period in the late 930s studying under Ælfheah at Winchester, Æthelwold moved
to Glastonbury Abbey, where Dunstan had been made abbot. Here Æthelwold studied grammar, metrics and
patristics, subsequently being made dean. During the reign of King Eadred (946–955), Æthelwold wished to
travel to Europe to learn more about the monastic life, but Eadred refused permission, and instead appointed
him abbot of the former monastic site of Abingdon, Oxfordshire, which was then served by secular priests.[3]

The years he spent in Abingdon were extremely productive, and he undertook the building of a church, the
rebuilding of the cloister and the establishment at Abingdon of the Benedictine Rule.[citation needed]

When Eadred died, he was succeeded by his nephew, Eadwig, who drove Eadred's chief advisor, Dunstan, into
exile. However, Æthelwold attended Eadwig's court in at least some of the years of his reign, 955–59. The
future King Edgar had been taught from boyhood by Æthelwold, who evidently inspired his pupil to take an
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The Entry into Jerusalem from the
Benedictional of Saint Æthelwold
(British Library)

interest in the rule of Saint Benedict. When Eadwig died, Æthelwold naturally backed Edgar's succession.[6] He
seems to have been in the personal service of King Edgar in 960–963, as he wrote many of the charters of this
period.[3]

Bishop of Winchester [edit]

On 29 November 963, Æthelwold was consecrated Bishop of
Winchester, and the following year, with the connivance of King Edgar
and the support of an armed force led by a royal official, he had the
clerics of the Winchester Old and New Minsters expelled and replaced
by monks from Abingdon. The king had sought the permission of the
pope for the expulsion the previous autumn. Between 964 and 971,
Æthelwold refounded monasteries at Chertsey, Milton Abbas,
Peterborough, Ely and Thorney, and the Nunnaminster nunnery in
Winchester. He was also zealous in recovering land which he believed
had once belonged to religious communities and subsequently been
alienated, and if necessary charters were forged to prove claims to
title.[3]

Æthelwold was one of the principal advocates for the Benedictine
reform movement during Edgar's reign, the author of all the major works
of propaganda produced in England. He had the strong support of
Edgar and his wife, Ælfthryth, and his works emphasise the role of
Edgar, who he saw as Christ's representative, in restoring the
monasteries. He envisaged a major role for Edgar in supervising
monasteries, and for Queen Ælthryth supervising Benedictine nunneries.[7] However, he was more extreme in
his espousal of monasticism than Dunstan and Oswald, the other great leaders of monasticism in the reign of
King Edgar. They followed continental practice in maintaining both monks and secular priests in their
households, and did not follow Æthelwold in his dramatic expulsions of secular clerks and replacement by
monks.[3] Æthelwold links the terms 'filth' and 'clergy' several times in his writings, regarding them (like other
Benedictines) as impure and unfit to serve altars or engage in any form of divine service, because many of
them were married and they did not follow a monastic rule.[8]

To Æthelwold's admirers, the epithets "father of monks" and "benevolent bishop" summarize his character as
reformer and friend of Christ's poor;[9] though he suffered much from ill-health, his life as scholar, teacher,
prelate and Royal counsellor was ever austere, and he was said to be "terrible as a lion" to the rebellious, yet
"gentler than a dove" to the meek. He is said to have written a treatise on the circle and to have compiled the
"Regularis Concordia".[10]

The Benedictines were greatly superior to the secular clergy in their learning and their schools. Æthelwold
personally taught the older pupils at Winchester, and their works show that they regarded him with great
respect and affection. His surviving works in both Latin and Old English show that he was a great scholar, and
his vernacular writings are believed to have played an important role in the development of Standard Old
English.[3] Some of the wealth he accumulated was used to rebuild churches, and he was also a major patron of
ecclesiastical art, although unfortunately none of his works survive, and only written accounts remain. The
artistic workshops he established continued to be influential after his death, both at home and abroad.[3]

A century later Æthelwold had acquired a great reputation as a goldsmith, and was credited with the production
of a range of metal objects at Abingdon, including many figures and objects in precious metal, bells and even a
pipe organ. While his later, disreputable successor at Abingdon Spearhafoc clearly was, like Dunstan, a
significant artist, that Wulfstan's contemporary Life of Æthelwold mentions him undertaking other forms of
manual work, in the gardens and in building, but nothing about metalwork, suggests this legend was a later
elaboration, though one that shows the high status of goldsmithing at the time.[11] Æthelwold was certainly
bishop during the period when the Winchester school of manuscript illumination reached its peak, and the most
important surviving manuscript of the school, the Benedictional of Saint Æthelwold (British Library), was
commissioned by him. He also rebuilt the Old Minster at Winchester, completed in 980.[citation needed]

Political role [edit]

Æthelwold also played an important political role. When the succession became an issue late in Edgar's reign,
Æthelwold supported the claim of Æthelred, the son of his major patron, Ælfthryth, whereas Dunstan and
Oswald appear to have supported Edgar's son by an earlier wife, Edward the Martyr, who succeeded to the
throne. After Edward was murdered in 978, Æthelwold seems to have played a major advisory role in
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Æthelred's minority. It is significant that it was only after Æthelwold's death in 984 that Æthelred started acting
against the interests of some of the reformed monastic houses. One victim was Abingdon Abbey, and in a
charter restoring its privileges in 993 the king acknowledged that Æthelwold's passing had deprived the country
"of one whose industry and pastoral care ministered not only to my interest but also to that of all the inhabitants
of the country."[12]

Death and reputation [edit]

Æthelwold died on 1 August 984[13] at Beddington in Surrey.[10] He was buried in the crypt of the Old Minster at
Winchester, but twelve years later Ælfhelm, a citizen of Wallingford, claimed to have been cured of blindness by
visiting Æthelwold's tomb. This was taken as the necessary sign for his formal recognition as a saint, and his
body was translated from the crypt to the choir. By the 12th century, Abingdon Abbey had acquired an arm and
a leg.[14]

One of Æthelwold's pupils, Wulfstan of Winchester, wrote a biography which seems to have played a major role
in promoting his cult, and in about 1004 Ælfric, another disciple and abbot of Eynsham, abridged Wulfstan's
work in Latin and Old English.[15] However, the Æthelwold of Wulfstan's life inspired respect rather than
devotion, and his cult never seems to have achieved great popularity. Wulfstan's saint is a formidable
authoritarian, who, for instance, commands a monk to show his devotion by plunging his hand into a pot of
boiling stew. He has a reputation for ruthless insensitivity which is not shared by the other tenth-century
monastic reformers. His importance to the reform movement has always been appreciated, but the range of his
contributions to scholarship has only been recognised in recent years.[3]

Æthelwold's liturgical feast is kept on 1 August,[16] or on 19 May in the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of
Saint Peter.[17]

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Also spelled Aethelwald or Ethelwold
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Northumbrian

Acca of Hexham · Æbbe "the Elder" of Coldingham · Æbbe "the Younger" of Coldingham ·
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Émilie Gamelin

Bl. Émilie Tavernier Gamelin, S.P.

Statue of Émilie Gamelin
by Raoul Hunter (1999)

(at the Berri-UQAM Metro station, Montreal)

Widow, religious and foundress
Born Marie-Émilie-Eugène Gamelin

Amélie Gamelin
19 February 1800
Montreal, Lower Canada,
Kingdom of Great Britain

Died 23 September 1851 (aged 51)
Montreal, Province of Canada

Beatified 7 October 2001, Rome by Pope John
Paul II

Feast 24 September (Canada)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Émilie Tavernier Gamelin, SP, (19 February 1800 – 23
September 1851) was a French Canadian social worker and
Roman Catholic religious sister. She is best known as the founder
of the Sisters of Providence of Montreal. In 2001 she was beatified
by Pope John Paul II.
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Early life [edit]

She was born Marie-Émilie-Eugène Tavernier (also known as
Amélie) on 19 February 1800 in Montreal, the youngest of the 15
children of Antoine Tavernier and Marie-Josephe Maurice. Nine of
her siblings died before reaching adulthood. Gamelin's mother
died in 1804 when Gamelin was aged 4 and her father died in
1814 when Gamelin was aged 14. Consequently, Gamelin was
raised by her aunt Marie-Anne Tavernier and her husband Joseph
Perrault, to whose care Gamelin's mother had entrusted Émilie
prior to her death. Gamelin shared the Perrault household with her
aunt and uncle and their four children.[1]

From 1814 to 1815, Gamelin boarded at the school run by the Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame,[2]

before returning to the Perrault household. In 1818 Gamelin moved to the house of her brother François,
whose wife had recently died, to care for him. When she returned to the Perrault household in 1819, her aunt,
now old and infirm, put Émilie under the care of her daughter Agathe (born 1787), who became a third mother
to her.[1]

At the age of 19, while caring for her aunt, Gamelin spent time as a debutante in Montreal fashionable society
and was frequently seen at the social events of the city. Between 1820 and 1822 Gamelin spent two stretches
residing with one of her cousins, Julie Perrault,[1] in Quebec city, ending in 1822 when Gamelin's aunt, Marie-
Anne, died, resulting in Gamelin and her cousin Agathe Perrault moving together into a house in Montreal
West.[3] In a letter to Agathe dated 18 June 1822, Gamelin wrote that she felt "a strong vocation [...] for the
convent. [...] I renounce for ever the young dandies and also the [vanities of this] world; I shall become a
religious some time in the autumn."[1]

Despite her interest in consecrated life, on 4 June 1823 Marie-Émilie married Jean-Baptiste Gamelin, a 50-year-
old bachelor of Montreal who made a living dealing in apples. The marriage lasted four years ending with Jean-
Baptiste's death on 1 October 1827. Gamelin had three children by the marriage, but two had died shortly after
birth and the third died within a year of Jean-Baptiste.[1]

Charitable works [edit]

After the death of her husband, to assuage her grief Gamelin took an interest in charitable works. In 1827 she
was guided by her spiritual director, Jean-Baptiste Bréguier dit Saint-Pierre, to pray to Our Lady of Seven
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Dolors and to join two groups organized by the Sulpician Fathers. These groups were the Confraternity of the
Public Good, which arranged work for the unemployed, and the Ladies of Charity, a group aimed at relieving
poverty and destitution through home visits and the distribution of alms.[1] In 1828 she also joined the
Confraternity of the Holy Family, a group dedicated to the spiritual growth of its members and the spreading of
the Roman Catholic faith.[1] For a short period in 1829 she also worked with Agathe-Henriette Huguet-Latour's
organization, the Charitable Institution for Female Penitents.[1] While working with these groups, Gamelin
gradually divested herself of her financial assets, funnelling the proceeds into the charities with which she was
working.[1]

From her home visits, the young widow had been struck by the misery in which single and isolated elderly
women lived. As a result, in 1829, Gamelin took four of these frail and sick elderly women into her own home on
the Rue Saint-Antoine.[3] By 1830 she had decided that larger premises were needed to care for them, and on
4 March 1830 she opened a shelter for frail or sick elderly women in Montreal on the corner of Rue Saint-
Laurent and Rue Sainte-Catherine, in the Saint Lawrence district, near the homes of many of her relatives.[3]

The building for the shelter was provided by the Abbé Claude Fay, parish priest of the Church of Notre-Dame in
Montreal.[1] In 1831 the shelter moved to a larger building rented by Gamelin at the corner of Rue Saint-
Lawrence and Rue Saint-Philippe.[3] At the time of the move, the new building housed 15 boarders,[1] with a
maximum capacity of 20,[3] and also provided a residence for Gamelin.[1] The shelter expanded until in 1836 it
again required larger premises. On 14 March 1836 a house on the corner of Rue Sainte-Catherine and Rue
Lacroix was donated by Antoine-Olivier Berthelet, a wealthy philanthropist, and shortly thereafter the shelter
moved to these new premises,[1] called the "Yellow House". By this time, Gamelin had 24 women as her co-
workers in her work.[4]

In March 1838, Gamelin contracted typhoid fever and became seriously ill; however, she later recovered.[1]

Political beliefs [edit]

During the years leading up to the Lower Canada Rebellion, Gamelin was a supporter of the Canadian Party,
the forerunner of the Patriot Party.[5] Her brother François Tavernier was an ardent supporter of Joseph
Papineau and the Patriots, and during the 1832 Montreal West by-election he was arrested and charged with
assaulting a supporter of Stanley Bagg, an opposing Tory politician.[5] Gamelin's cousin Joseph Perrault had
been elected to the Assembly as a member of the Canadian Party. In the 1832 by-election for Montreal West,
Lower Canada, Gamelin was one of 226 women who sought to vote.[6] She cast her vote for the Patriot
candidate Daniel Tracey in preference to his Tory opponent Bagg.[5]

During the Lower Canada Rebellion (1837–1839), Gamelin obtained permission to visit imprisoned rebels who
were under sentences of death, and gave them counseling and helped them to contact their families.[1]

The House of Providence [edit]

In May 1841, Ignace Bourget, the newly appointed Bishop of Montreal, travelled to Europe, where he visited
France. There, among other business, he attempted to persuade the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de
Paul to come to Canada. He intended for the Daughters to take charge of Gamelin's Asylum to put it on a sound
footing. In his absence, on 18 September 1841, the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada
incorporated the shelter as the Montreal Asylum for Aged and Infirm Women.[1]

Bourget announced this plan to Gamelin and her staff on 16 October 1841, shortly after his return from
France.[1] That same day, the women who formed the corporation voted to purchase land for a separate facility,
to be known as the Asylum of Providence. On the following 27 October they elected the Widow Gamelin as
Director of the corporation. On 6 November the corporation bought land on a block bounded by Rue Sainte-
Catherine, Rue Lacroix, and Rue Mignonne. Plans for a new facility were commissioned from architect John
Ostell, and construction commenced on 20 December 1841.[1] On 16 February 1842, Gamelin donated the last
of her property to the corporation.[1]

However, on 8 November 1842, Bishop Bourget received word that the Daughters of Charity had decided not to
pursue a mission to Montreal. He therefore decided to found a new religious community to manage the asylum,
and put out a call for suitable women to join such a group. By 25 March 1843 seven women had expressed an
interest, and they were placed into a novitiate under the direction of Jean-Charles Prince, coadjutor bishop of
Montreal. Gamelin was not one of those women, but Bourget was nevertheless eager to associate her with the
project by permitting her to attend all spiritual exercises of the novices. On 8 July 1843, one of the novices
withdrew from the program, leaving an opening which Gamelin was intended to take.

Prior to entering the novitiate, however, Gamelin was sent by Bourget to the United States to visit and study the
Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph in Emmitsburg, Maryland, founded by Elizabeth Ann Seton in 1809, with the aim
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of obtaining a model for a new religious congregation. Gamelin returned with a handwritten copy of the Rule of
St. Vincent de Paul, and on 8 October 1843, she took the religious habit of the new congregation as a novice.[1]

Sisters of Providence [edit]

On 29 March 1844, a ceremony was held at the chapel of the Asylum of Providence,[7] in which Bourget
conferred canonical status on the new religious congregation and named it the Daughters of Charity,
Servants of the Poor (later to become popularly known as the Sisters of Charity of Providence; in 1970 the
congregation officially was named the Sisters of Providence). At this ceremony, Gamelin and the other six
novices became religious sisters, taking the traditional vows of chastity, poverty, and obedience as well as a
fourth one of service to the poor. The following day (30 March) Gamelin was elected Superior General of the
new congregation and was granted the title of Mother Gamelin.[1]

From 1843 the Sisters provided shelter to orphan girls and elderly women boarders, and in 1844 they launched
the Hospice St-Joseph, dedicated to the care and shelter of sick and elderly Catholic priests. Also in 1845 the
Sisters established an employment office to aid job seekers and prospective employers. They also began
caring for the mentally ill[1] and opened a school at Longue-Pointe in Montreal. In 1846, they opened a shelter
at La Prairie, Quebec.[1]

In 1847 a typhus epidemic struck Montreal and Bishop Bourget called upon the religious communities of
Montreal, including the Sisters of Providence, to aid in the treatment of its victims. Following the epidemic
Gamelin assumed responsibility for the Hospice Saint-Jérôme-Émilien, a facility dedicated to the children of
immigrant-Irish typhus victims.[1] Late that year Gamelin dispatched some of the Sisters to teach at the École
Saint-Jacques, which was suffering from staff shortages. In 1849, she established the Hôpital Saint-Camille to
help respond to that year's cholera epidemic.[1]

In 1849 Gamelin successfully petitioned the Attorney General of Lower Canada, Louis-Hippolyte Lafontaine, for
permission to open an insane asylum at Longue-Pointe. Also that year she established a convent at Sainte-
Élisabeth, Quebec, and in 1850 it was joined by a convent at Sorel-Tracy, Quebec. Late in 1850 Gamelin again
visited the United States and toured the establishments of the Sisters of Charity, with special attention to their
lunatic asylums.[1]

On 23 September 1851, exhausted by her labors, Gamelin died of cholera during an epidemic of that year,
following an illness that lasted less than 12 hours. Her last words were "Humility, simplicity, charity...above all
chari...". She was buried the following day in the vault of the Asylum of Providence.[1] At the time of her death,
there were over 50 professed Sisters of the congregation and 19 novices caring for nearly a thousand women,
children, and six elderly priests.[8]

Veneration [edit]

In 1960, investigations were begun with the intention of starting the cause for Gamelin's possible beatification
and canonization. On 31 May 1981 the inquiry was formally begun in the Archdiocese of Montreal, and Gamelin
was thereby proclaimed a Servant of God (the first of four steps on the path to Roman Catholic sainthood).[8]

In 1983, an inquiry into Gamelin's canonization cause was begun by a diocesan tribunal. The evidence heard
by the tribunal was compiled into a document called a positio, which was sent to Rome and presented to the
Congregation for the Causes of the Saints. The positio was examined by a committee of expert theologians and,
upon their recommendation, Pope John Paul II declared Gamelin to be Venerable (the second of the four
stages of sainthood) on 23 December 1993.[8]

Also in 1983, a 13-year-old boy named Yannick Fréchette was observed to make a surprising recovery from
leukemia following prayer directed to Mother Émilie Gamelin. The medical file relating to this case was submitted
to doctors in Rome, and in 1999 those doctors unanimously declared Fréchette's recovery to be a miracle,
attributable to the intercession of Gamelin. The healing was formally acknowledged as an authentic miracle by
Pope John Paul II on 18 December 2000. The declaration of a miracle enabled Gamelin to meet the
requirements for beatification, the third of the four stages of sainthood, and on 7 October 2001 Pope John Paul
II beatified her. As a result of her beatification, Gamelin received the title "Blessed", and public veneration to her
was authorized by the Roman Catholic Church in areas associated with her.[8]

Legacy [edit]

Today the Sisters of Providence serve in 9 countries: Canada, United States, Chile, Philippines, Argentina, El
Salvador, Cameroon, Haiti and Egypt.[9] The Providence Centre is located on Grenet Street in Montreal. It
accommodates the General Administration of the congregation, the Centre Émilie-Gamelin and the Sisters of
Providence Museums and the Archives.[10]
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The Asylum of Providence was demolished in 1963. Since 1995, this land (formally known as Square Berri) was
renamed Place Émilie-Gamelin.[11]

A statue of Gamelin, created in 1999 by artist Raoul Hunter, stands in the Rue Sainte-Catherine exit of Berri-
UQAM Metro station.[12]
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Saint
Émilie de Rodat

Nun
Born September 6, 1787

Rodez, Aveyron, France

Died September 19, 1852 (aged 65)
Villefranche-de-Rouergue,
Aveyron, France

Venerated in Catholic Church

Beatified June 9, 1940 by Pope Pius XII

Canonized April 23, 1950 by Pope Pius XII

Feast 19 September

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Émilie de Rodat (September 6, 1787 – September 19, 1852) was
the founder of the French female order of Sisters of the Holy
Family of Villefranche and a mystic.[1]

Pope Pius XII beatified her on June 9, 1940, and canonized her on
April 23, 1950. Her feast day is September 19. Her foundation,
created in the year 1815, focused on young women and girls with
difficulties, prisoners of war and people in prison. It was not known
during her lifetime that Emilie de Rodat was also a mystic. Her
revelations are included in a diary, which was found after her
death. At the time of her death, she had opened at least 38
charities
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Émilie de Villeneuve

Saint Émilie de Villeneuve

Nun
Born March 9, 1811

Toulouse, Haute-Garonne,
France

Died October 2, 1854 (aged 43)
Castres, Tarn, France

Venerated in Catholic Church

Beatified July 5, 2009, Castres, France by
Cardinal Angelo Amato

Canonized May 17, 2015, Saint Peter's
Square, Vatican City by Pope
Francis

Feast 3 October

Attributes Nun's habit

Patronage Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception of Castres

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article relies largely or entirely on a single source. Relevant
discussion may be found on the talk page. Please help improve this article
by introducing citations to additional sources.
Find sources: "Émilie de Villeneuve" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR
(February 2018)

Saint Émilie de Villeneuve (9 March 1811 – 2 October 1854)
was a French Catholic nun and the founder of the Sisters of Our
Lady of the Immaculate Conception of Castres.

After she died her cause of canonization was opened. She was
beatified in 2007 after a miracle attributed to her intercession was
ratified and she was beatified in 2009. She was approved for
sainthood in 2014 and was canonized by Pope Francis on 17 May
2015.[1]
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Biography [edit]

Early life [edit]

Jeanne-Emilie de Villeneuve, also named Émilie de Villeneuve, was
born in Toulouse, on 9 March 1811 From an early age, she lived in Hauterive Castle (near Castres), where her
sick mother had withdrawn for treatment. She lost her mother at the age of 14 in 1815, followed by her sister
Octavie in 1818.

After her mother's death, she lived some time in Toulouse where her grandmother supports her education and
that of her sisters. At the age 19, Emilie was back at Hauterive, where she managed family life, mitigating of this
task her father, then mayor of Castres (from 1826 to 1830). She planned to join the "Daughters of Charity". But
during the cooling off period imposed by her father, she created (with the approval of her bishop), and in
collaboration with two companions, the Congregation of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception on 8 December
1836. The religious community is rapidly known under the name of "Blue sisters of Castres" because of the
color of their clothes.

In the anonymity of a house in Castres, with her companions, she serves the poor: young workers, sick people,
prostitutes and those who were convicted in prison. Then, the congregation saw the growing number of its
sisters, and its influence extends to Africa (Senegal, Gambia, and Gabon).

The charism of Émilie: preferred option for the poor [edit]

Émilie de Villeneuve called on others to become missionaries wherever they were, daring to take a stand for
justice, peace, respect and attention to the smallest ... in all our places of life, to do all this out of love,
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according to the motto taken by the congregation: "to go where the voice of the poor calls us". This charism
perfectly explains the scope and diversity of the competences displayed by the community members: education,
health and participation in the life of local Church.

Funding and development of the congregation [edit]

Émilie founded the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception on 8 December
1836. Constitutions were approved in 1842 (revised in 2004). Twelve years after the establishment of the
congregation, it started to expand in Africa in 1848, then in Europe in 1903, in Latin America in 1904-1905, and
eventually in the Asia Pacific region in 1998.

Today, there are around 600 members spread in 124 communities in 18 countries: France, Spain, Italy,
Senegal, Burkina Faso, Benin, Gabon, RD Congo, Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Venezuela,
Mexico, Haiti and in the Philippines.

The beatification process [edit]

During the Generalate of Mother Sylvie Azaïs, Superioress General from 1921 to 1936, the congregation began
to copy and classify handwritten documents, in order to deepen the knowledge of the spirituality of Villeneuve. It
was in 1945, that the Superior General Mother Marie Agathe Vernadat (1936-1947) began studying the writings
of the late founder for the cause of canonization.

On 18 August 1947, during the General Chapter, the Superior General Mother Germaine Sapene,
communicated the decision of the council to introduce in Rome the cause of Villeneuve.

The process began on 25 August 1948 under the chairmanship of the Archbishop of Albi, Monsignor Jean-
Joseph-Aimé Moussaron. As the cause was launched 94 years after the death of the newly proclaimed Servant
of God, it was considered "historical cause". The opening of the diocesan process was held on 25 August 1948.
On 20 November 1948, took place the exhumation of the body of Jeanne Émilie de Villeneuve. The burial of the
bones of the Servant of God was conducted on 18 August 1949. The diocesan process ended in February
1950, and in March 1950, the process was transferred to Rome.

The Positio on the heroic Christian virtues was approved on 10 October 1984. On 6 July 1991, there came the
"reading of the decree of the heroism of the virtues" in front of Pope John Paul II, who authorized the
promulgation, which became official on 9 October 1991.

The first miracle (1995) [edit]

In February 1995, Binta Diaby, a young girl from the Republic of Guinea hospitalized in Barcelona, Spain, was
cured of acute peritonitis after the blue sisters of a neighboring community visited the young woman and after
the novena that they did for the intention of Binta.

Doctors have recognized the healing and Binta Diaby and the folder was sent to Bishop Ricard María Carles y
Gordò, Bishop of Barcelona, on 27 March 2003. The diocesan tribunal began on 16 May 2003 and was
concluded on 29 October 2003. The information from that process were brought to Rome on 31 October 2003
and 4 February 2004, the Congregation for the Causes of Saints promulgated a decree of validity.

It would go to the Medical Board and a vote was held for the miracle, completed on February 16, 2006 in which
the members recognized unanimously that medicine could not explain the cure in question. This has been
recognized by the theologians and later the cardinals and bishops of the congregation.

Beatification [edit]

The decree on the miracle was promulgated by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints on 17 December
2007. Émilie de Villeneuve was beatified by Cardinal Angelo Amato, the Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints, during a ceremony in Castres on 5 July 2009. This was done on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI.

Canonization process [edit]

The second miracle [edit]

For the canonization of Blessed Émilie de Villeneuve, the postulator of the cause presented the case of healing
of a child named Emilly, born 2 August 2007 at Oroco, Pernambuco, in Brazil. On 5 May 2008 - Emilly was
barely nine months old - she was playing with the wire of an electric fan. She put her finger in the power outlet
and received an electric shock. Eight minutes later, she was found paralyzed and moaning.

Emilly was unconscious without pulsation or respiration: she went into cardiopulmonary arrest. The doctor who
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visited her said, "Your daughter is dead, what can I do?" Her father begged the doctor: "She is not dead! Do
whatever you can!" The doctor on duty, Dr. Jairo de Lima Ferreira, tried to resuscitate the child. Usually doctors
do it for 20 minutes. For Emilly, he tried for an hour. When the heart started to give the first sign of life, he took
the ambulance and took her to the hospital Dom Malan.

She stayed there for 10 days and then 6 days in the pediatrics section. The doctor who accompanied her said
to the family: "If Emilly gets out of here alive, she will not be able to neither see, nor hear nor speak, and even
less walk". She left the hospital on 20 May and could not see or speak.

From 21–29 May 2008, a novena was said to Blessed Émilie de Villeneuve. On the evening of 30 May 2008,
there was a radical change: the girl began to see and returned to normal. Emilly, from that day, began to
develop as a normal child, with the characteristics of her age. Successive medical examinations, until the last
made by the two experts "ab inspectione", had recorded the absence of neurological consequences.

The initiative to invoke Villeneuve's intercession came from Sister Ana Celia de Oliveira, a religious of the
Congregation of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, who knew Emilly's grandfather Mr. Rafael, and his
family. When Sister Ana Celia received the news of the accident at the Mr. Rafael's granddaughter, she began
to invoke the intercession of Villeneuve in front of a relic. This image was provided to the family of the child, who
began to pray, asking for the intercession of Villeneuve and the image with the relic was placed under the head
of the child.

This happened after the promulgation of the decree on the heroic virtues in 2007 but before the beatification
ceremony. A papal indult was given to be able to follow the diocesan research into the miracle. The recognition
of the miracle took place from 13 September 2011 to 12 June 2012. The diocesan tribunal was constituted on
13 September 2012 in Petrolina City.

The Medical Board conducted a vote on 6 March 2014, Experts unanimously voted on the diagnosis "prolonged
respiratory cardiac arrest after the electric shock" and they considered especially the absence of neurological
consequences that science cannot explain. On 25 September 2014 the theological advisors met and
considered the child's recovery as a miracle through the intercession of Blessed Émilie de Villeneuve.

Canonization [edit]

The second miracle was confirmed to have been performed through her intercession on 6 December 2014.
Pope Francis declared that she would be canonized as a result of this and announced at a consistory on 14
February 2015 that the late nun shall be canonized on 17 May 2015. She was canonized on that date at the
Vatican.
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Éogan of Ardstraw

Saint Eoghan
Born unknown

Died c. 618

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church
Eastern Orthodox Church

Feast 23 August (Catholic)

Attributes unknown

Patronage See of Derry

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Éogan, (pronounced "Owen") was the founder of the
monastery of Ardstraw.[1]
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2 Life
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4 Notes

Name [edit]

The name Eoghan means "born under the (protection of the sacred) yew tree".[2] The yew was believed to be
the oldest tree. Its wood was hard and hard to work, used for war and peace, for domestic vessels and door
posts, for spears and shields. It had to be treated with care because its berries are toxic. The name Eoghan
then already had a religious significance in pagan Ireland.[3]

Life [edit]

Eogan was born in Leinster. According to his Vita, Eoghan was born the son of Cainneach and Muindeacha. His
mother is said to have been of the Mugdorna of south-east Ulster. These people seem to have had some
contact with the Laighin (who gave their name to Leinster), to whom his father Cainneach belonged. Since this
is the area where Christianity first reached Ireland it may well be that Eoghan's father's family had been
Christian for some time. As a boy he studied at Clones, and it was from there that he was carried off to Britain
by pirates, and subsequently he was taken captive to Brittany, together with Cairbre of Coleraine and St.
Tighernach, who is best known as the founder of the abbey of Clones, Co. Monaghan. On obtaining his
freedom, he went to study at St. Ninian's Candida Casa. Others said to have studied with Ninian include Finnian
of Moville. He may also have spent some time in Brittany (Armorica).[4] Returning to Ireland, he made a
foundation at Kilnamanagh, in the Wicklow hills.[1]

After presiding over the Abbey of Kilnamanagh (Co. Wicklow) for fifteen years, he settled in the valley of
Mourne (Co. Tyrone), his mother's country, about the year 576. It is reasonable to assume that Eoghan came
north not just as a missionary to pagans, but also ‘as a pilgrim for the sake of Christ’ in exile. It was not
necessary to go abroad to do this. Due to the division of Ireland into a grid of independent states or tuatha,
exile meant leaving one’s own and taking one’s chances in another tuath. Without personal resources one had
no honour or personal standing outside one’s own tuath.[2] He was followed by many disciples including his
kinsman, St. Kevin of Glendalough, who completed his studies under this saint.[5] So great was the fame of the
sanctity and learning of St. Eoghan, at Mourne, that he was consecrated first Bishop of Ardstraw about the year
581.[1]

His Vita contains a number of miracle stories. While going through the forest Craoibheach (modern day Cruagh,
a townland near Wicklow) he sang fifty psalms and when his attendant answered "Amen" at the end of the
Lord's Prayer the trees all around also answered "Amen". It also mentions his close relations with Tighernach of
Clones and Cairbre of Coleraine, which might indicate an alliance of monasteries threatened by the dominance
of Armagh.[4]

It is difficult to give his chronology with any degree of exactness, but the Irish annalists give the date of his
death as 23 Aug., 618. His name is generally Latinized as Eugenius, but the Irish form is Eoghan (Owen).

Veneration [edit]

St. Eoghan is the patron saint of the See of Derry. His feast is celebrated on 23 August.[4]

Notes [edit]

1.  ̂a b c Grattan-Flood, William. "Sts. Eoghan." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 5. New York: Robert Appleton
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Íñigo of Oña

Assumption of the Virgin Mary and
Saint Íñigo by Francisco de Goya y
Lucientes

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Íñigo of Oña[a] (died 1 June 1057) was the Benedictine abbot of San
Salvador at Oña. He was canonised in 1259 by Pope Alexander IV and
is venerated in the Roman Catholic Church, where his feast day is 1
June.[1] He is the patron saint of Calatayud, his birthplace.[1][2] Ignatius
of Loyola was named after him.

He was a hermit before coming out of his hermitage in the mountains to
reform the monasteries at the behest of King Sancho III of Pamplona. He
maintained close ties with his fellow priests but was well-known also to
Jews and Muslims.[3]

During his abbacy, his abbey was granted jurisdiction over San Juan de
Pancorvo in 1046 and San Juan, Santa María, y San Martín de Alfania
in 1048 by García V of Navarre, in whose territory Oña lay at the time.
On 12 December 1052 Íñigo assisted at the consecration of García's
new monastic foundation of Santa María la Real at Nájera. Along with
Dominic of Silos, he also intervened to try and prevent the fraternal
conflict that ended in the Battle of Atapuerca (1 September 1054), at
which García died. Íñigo died at Oña a few years later.[1]

Pope Alexander III allowed people in Tours to celebrate Íñigo on his death date in 1163 despite the fact that the
abbot had not been beatified or canonized at that stage. His holiness seemed so obvious to all that even the
Jews and Muslims are said to have mourned his death. Alexander III allowed in 1170 for his remains to be
relocated to the high altar of the place where he was interred.[3][4]

Alexander IV granted an indulgence in 1258 to those who visited his tomb.[3] His canonization was celebrated
under Alexander IV on 18 June 1259. His liturgical feast is affixed to the date of his death, as is the norm. Pope
Gregory XIII issued another indulgence to people who did the same later in 1575.[3] King Philip V prevailed upon
Pope Clement XII to include the late monk's feast in the Roman calendar on 13 March 1736.

Further reading [edit]

Juan Bautista Dameto, José María Sánchez Molledo, and Francisco Javier Lorenzo de la Mata. 2000.
Historia de San Íñigo, Abad del Real Monasterio de San Salvador de Oña. Calatayud: Departamento de
Cultura, ISBN 84-606-3013-7.

Sources [edit]

Ángel Canellas López. 1979. "García Sánchez de Nájera, Rey de Pamplona (1035–1054)." Cuadernos de
investigación: Geografía e historia, 5(2):135–156.

Notes [edit]

a. ^ Basque: Eneko, Latin: Enecus, Ennecus, Innicus, Spanish: San Enecón, San Íñigo.

1.  ̂a b c "San Íñigo de Oña" . Santopedia. Retrieved 28 April 2009.
2. ^ "San Inigo abad de Ona en Calatayud" . Turismo de Zaragoza. Retrieved 28 April 2009.
3.  ̂a b c d "Sant'Enecone" . Santi e Beati. Retrieved 9 October 2017.
4. ^ "Saint Íñigo of Oña" . Saints SQPN. 10 June 2017. Retrieved 9 October 2017.
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Íte of Killeedy

Íte

Stained glass window of Ita in St. Kieran's
Church, Ballylooby

Born c. 480
County Waterford, Ireland

Died 15 January 570

Venerated in Catholic Church, Orthodox
Church

Feast 15 January

Patronage Roman Catholic Diocese of
Limerick, Ireland, Killeedy,
Ireland

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Íte ingen Chinn Fhalad (d. 570/577),[1] also known as Ita, Ida or
Ides, was an early Irish nun and patron saint of Killeedy (Cluain
Credhail). She was known as the "foster mother of the saints of
Erin". The name "Ita" ("thirst for holiness") was conferred on her
because of her saintly qualities. Her feast day is 15 January.
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Life [edit]

Ita, called the "Brigid of Munster", was born in 480[2] in the present
County Waterford.[3] Her father was Cennfoelad or Confhaola and
her mother was Necta. Cennfoelad was descended from Felim the
lawgiver, King of Tara.[4] An account of her life in the Codex
Kilkenniensis, follows the example of Brigit in describing the
opposition Íte meets in pursuit of her vocation. Genealogies of the
saints go so far as to make Íte's mother, Necht, a daughter of
Dallbrónach, and therefore a sister of Brigit's mother.[5]

She was baptised as Deirdre and grew up in
Drum, [clarification needed] County Waterford.[6] Ita was said to
embody the six virtues of Irish womanhood – wisdom, purity, beauty, musical ability, gentle speech and needle
skills.[2][7] She is also reported to have rejected a prestigious marriage for a life as a consecrated woman
religious. At the age of sixteen she moved to Cluain Credhail, a place-name that has ever since been known as
Killeedy – meaning "Church of St. Ita" – in County Limerick, where she founded a small community of nuns and
resided for the remainder of her life, in community with other consecrated women. Bishop Declan of Ardmore
conferred the veil on her. Legend has it that Ita was led to Killeedy by three heavenly lights. The first was at the
top of the Galtee mountains, the second on the Mullaghareirk mountains and the third at Cluain Creadhail,
which is nowadays Killeedy. Her sister Fiona also went to Killeedy with her and became a member of the
community.[4]

A strongly individualistic character is glimpsed in the stories that surround her life. When she decided to settle
in Killeedy, a chieftain offered her a large grant of land to support the convent. But Ita would accept only four
acres, which she cultivated intensively.[8] The community group seems to have had a school for little boys where
they were taught "Faith in God with purity of heart; simplicity of life with religion; generosity with love".[9] Her
pupils are said to have included Saint Brendan, whom Bishop Erc gave to Ita in fosterage when he was a year
old. St. Ita kept him until he was six.[8]

The great Navigator visited her between his voyages and always deferred to her counsel. Brendan is believed
to have asked her what three things God loved best. "True faith in God and a pure heart, a simple life with a
religious spirit and open-handedness inspired by charity," she answered.[2] The three things God most detested
were a scowling face, obstinacy in wrongdoing, and too great a confidence in the power of money.[10]

She dedicated herself to prayer, fasting, simplicity and cultivating a gift for spiritual discernment. She was also
endowed with the gift of prophecy and was held in great veneration by a large number of contemporary saints,
men as well as women. Ita was said to have a gift for guiding people in holiness. She was much sought after as
a spiritual director. During this period of Christianity, the Celtic Church was more advanced than other churches
at the time in recognising qualities of spiritual leadership in women and in encouraging women in this role. It is
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Conradh na Gaeilge hall in Limerick
bearing St. Íde's name.
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thought that Ita may have been abbess of a double monastery of men and women.

Her legend places a great deal of emphasis on her austerity, as told by St. Cuimin of County Down, and
numerous miracles are recorded of her. She is also said to be the originator of an Irish lullaby for the infant
Jesus, an English version of which was set for voice and piano by the American composer Samuel Barber. She
probably died of cancer, though contemporary chroniclers describe how her side was consumed by a beetle
that eventually grew to the size of a pig – understandable given the early medieval conflation of sanctity and
suffering. When she felt her end approaching she sent for her community of nuns, and invoked the blessing of
heaven on the clergy and laity of the district around Kileedy. Ita died sometime around 570.

Veneration [edit]

Her grave, frequently decorated with flowers, is in the ruins of Cill Ide, a Romanesque church at Killeedy where
her monastery once stood. It was destroyed by Viking invaders in the ninth century. A Romanesque church was
later built over its ruins, but that too failed to survive. The site, however, remains a place of pilgrimage today.[10]

A holy well nearby, almost invisible now, was known for centuries for curing smallpox in children and other
diseases as well. This well has two names – It is called St. Bernard's Well on the OS map, but the local name
has always been Tobar Bhaile Ui MhÈidÌn, My Little Ita's Well, coming from the place name, Cill Barra MhÈidÌn.
"Church of my little Ita's Height."[8]

Not only was St. Ita a saint, but she was the foster-mother of many saints, including St. Brendan the Navigator,
St. Pulcherius (Mochoemog) and Cuimin. At the request of Bishop Butler of Limerick, Pope Pius IX granted a
special Office and Mass for the feast of St. Ita, which is kept on 15 January. Although not on the Roman
calendar of saints, her feast is celebrated as an optional memorial in Ireland.[10]

Patronage [edit]

St Ita is the patron saint of Killeedy, Ireland,[4] and along with St.
Munchin is co-patron of the Diocese of Limerick. She is reportedly a
good intercessor in terms of pregnancy and eye illnesses.[6]

St. Ita's AFC is the name of the association football club which is based
in Killeedy. The saint appears on the club's crest.

Another village in County Limerick, Kilmeedy (In Irish – Cill m'Ide, or
church of my Ita) has links with the saint as well – having first set up a
church in Kilmeedy before the one in Killeedy.

See also [edit]

Saint Íte of Killeedy, patron saint archive
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Óengus of Tallaght

Óengus of Tallaght
Born unknown

Clonenagh, Ireland

Died possibly 11 March 824

Venerated in Roman Catholic Church,
Eastern Orthodox Church

Feast 11 March

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the 10th-century poet who names himself Óengus céile Dé, see Saltair na Rann.

Óengus mac Óengobann, better known as Saint Óengus of
Tallaght or Óengus the Culdee,[1] was an Irish bishop, reformer
and writer, who flourished in the first quarter of the 9th century and
is held to be the author of the Félire Óengusso ("Martyrology of
Óengus") and possibly the Martyrology of Tallaght.

Little of Óengus's life and career is reliably attested. The most
important sources include internal evidence from the Félire, a later
Middle Irish preface to that work, a biographic poem beginning
Aíbind suide sund amne ("Delightful to sit here thus") and the entry for his feast-day inserted into the
Martyrology of Tallaght.
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Background [edit]

He was known as a son of Óengoba and grandson of Oíblén,[2] who is mentioned in a later genealogy as
belonging to the Dál nAraidi, a ruling kindred in the north-east of Ireland. A late account prefaced to the
Martyrology asserts that Óengus was born in Clúain Édnech or Eidnech (Clonenagh, Co. Laois), not far from
the present town of Mountrath, and brought up at the monastic school founded there by St Fintan, where also
his body was buried. The claim may be spurious, since the Félire itself accords no such importance to the
monastic foundation or its patron saint St Fintan.[3]

Tallaght [edit]

It is sufficiently clear that Óengus became a cleric, since he describes himself as such in the Félire using the
more humble appellation of "pauper" (pauperán and deidblén in Old Irish).[3] He was an important member of
the community founded by St. Máel Ruain at Tallaght (now in South Dublin), in the borderlands of Leinster.
Máel Ruain is described as his mentor (aite, also "fosterfather"). There are reasons for believing that Óengus
was ordained to the office of bishop, a denomination which is first assigned to him in a list of saints inserted into
the Martyrology of Tallaght (see below).[3] If so, his influence may well have extended to the reformed
communities which were associated with Tallaght, many of which were founded in Óengus's lifetime. In fact, two
such monasteries in Co. Limerick and Co. Laois, both of them known as Dísert Óengusa ("Óengus's
Hermitage"), bear his memory in name.[3]

Writings [edit]

Félire Óengusso [edit]
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Excerpt from the Martyrology of
Oengus, presenting the entries for 1
and 2 January in the form of quatrains
of four six-syllabic lines for each day. In
this 16th-century copy (MS G10 at the
National Library of Ireland) we find
pairs of two six-syllabic lines combined
into bold lines, amended by glosses
and notes that were added by later
authors.

The literary effort most commonly attributed to Óengus is the Old Irish
work known as Félire Óengusso ("Martyrology of Óengus"), which is the
earliest metrical martyrology — a register of saints and their feast days
– to have been written in the vernacular. The work survives in at least
ten manuscripts, the earliest being Leabhar Breac of the early 15th
century.

The martyrology proper consists of 365 quatrains, one for each day of
the year, and is framed between a lengthy prologue and epilogue. Later
scribes added a prose preface, including material on Óengus, and
accompanied the text with abundant glosses and scholia. Óengus's
principal source was the Martyrology of Tallaght, an abbreviated
version in prose of the Martyrologium Hieronymianum, but with a
multitude of Irish saints added to their respective feastdays. Other
sources are given in the epilogue as an "antigraph of Jerome, the
martyrology of Eusebius" and "Ireland's host of books."[4]

Dating the calendar [edit]

The precise date of the original composition has proved difficult to
ascertain. The usual method of determining a terminus post quem has
been to argue from the careers of saints and kings referred to in the
text, many of whom remain obscure. The terminus ante quem is a
different game. In view of the selective nature of the Félire, arguments
from silence have little to recommend it, at least in individual cases.[5]

What would have been instructive, the year of Óengus's death, is
unknown, but his education by Máel Ruain (d. 792) must at least mean that he did not outlive the 9th century.[6]

The one thing that is usually accepted is that it was written no earlier than 797, when one of the rulers
described in the prologue as having deceased, Donnchad mac Domnaill, king of Tara, died.[7] Rudolf
Thurneysen postulated a date before 808 on grounds that the reference to the death of Bran Ardchenn mac
Muiredaig (d. probably 795), king of Leinster, should be attributed to political sympathies in the reign of his
successor Fínsnechta mac Cellaig (d. 808).[8]

Ó Riain, however, has rejected the traditional date (797 x 808) in favour of a later range, between 828 and 833,
while more recently, Dumville has cast doubt on Ó Riain's conclusions and dating methods. First, Ó Riain
argues that such sympathies as Thurneysen refers to are pertinent only to the next kings in the royal line,
Cellach mac Brain (r. 829–834) and Conchobar mac Donnchada (r. 819–833), sons of Bran and Donnchad
respectively.[9] Dumville objects that this political argument glosses over the probability that while Bran and
Donnchad gave way to overlords from rival dynasties, they were nevertheless succeeded by members of their
family in their own tuatha or mórthuatha. The inclusion of these kings in the prologue therefore offers no good
reason to move up the terminus ante quem.[10] Second, Ó Riain sees reason to identify the saints Airerán (11
August), Modímóc (10 December) and Flann (14 January) with Airfhinnán (d. 803), abbot of Tallaght, Dímmán
of Araid (d. 811) and Flann mac Fairchellaig (d. 825), abbot of Lismore. Dumville, however, points out a number
of weaknesses and concludes with Stokes "that no saint or other person who certainly died in the ninth century
is mentioned."[11] Third, having identified a number of saints in the Martyrology of Tallaght, the primary model
for the Félire, he proposes obits extending to that of St Teimnén or St Temnán of Linn Duachaill, who died in
828.[12] In Dumville's view, the evidence is ambiguous, since the relationship of the extant copies of the
Martyrology of Tallaght to the lost original which served as the source for the Félire is yet unclear.[13] Liam
Breatnach has also supported Thurneysen's date.[14]

Centres of worldly and spiritual power [edit]

Something of Óengus' view on secular politics appears to come through in his prologue to the Félire. In a
number of stanzas, the deserted sites of Tara, Crúachan (also Crúachu) and Emain Machae are interpreted as
the former sites of fortresses in which powerful rulers resided before the coming of Christianity. These pagan
seats of power are contrasted with the great ecclesiastical centres of Ireland which were flourishing in Óengus'
own time, such as Armagh and Clonmacnoise.[15] According to the historian T.M. Charles-Edwards, Óengus was
responding to the military domination of overlords of his day, commenting that worldly glory is transient, while
spiritual power is enduring. To similar effect, Óengus also holds up the example of Máel Ruain, who continues
to offer support and comfort after his death, against that of the contemporary warrior-kings Donnchadh and
Bran Ardchenn, whose strong exercise of power meant no such thing after theirs.[15][16]
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Martyrology of Tallaght [edit]

It has been suggested that Óengus was actively involved in the compilation if not the composition of the
augmented Martyrology of Tallaght. This was a work of Northumbrian provenance, probably from Lindisfarne,
which first passed through Iona and Bangor, where Irish scribes began to make some additions. The manuscript
(now lost) finally arrived in Tallaght, where it received the majority of its Irish additions.[3] It was written by
someone of Óengus's learning and literary skill at Tallaght and there are strong indications that this was
Óengus himself: first of all, the sources named by Óengus in the epilogue to the Félire (see above) would make
more sense if these were the materials used for the Martyrology of Tallaght; second, a number of saints whom
the same epilogue claims to have included are found in the Martyrology of Tallaght, but not in the actual
Félire.[3]

Death [edit]

According to the Martyrology of Tallaght, Óengus's feast-day, and hence the date of his death, is 11 March.
The poem beginning Aíbind suide sund amne claims that he died on a Friday in Dísert Bethech ("The Birchen
Hermitage").[17] Together, these have produced a range of possible dates such as 819, 824 and 830, but
pending the dates of the martyrologies, no conclusive answer can be offered.[18] His metrical Life tells that he
was buried in his birthplace Clonenagh.[19]

Reputation [edit]

Becoming a hermit, he lived for a time at Disert-beagh, where, on the banks of the Nore, he is said to have
communed with the angels. From his love of prayer and solitude he was named the "Culdee"; in other words,
the Ceile Dé, or "Servant of God." Not satisfied with his hermitage, which was only a mile from Clonenagh, and,
therefore, liable to be disturbed by students or wayfarers, Óengus removed to a more solitary abode eight miles
distant. This sequestered place, two miles southeast of the present town of Maryborough, was called after him
"the Desert of Óengus", or "Dysert-Enos". Here he erected a little oratory on a gentle eminence among the
Dysert Hills, now represented by a ruined and deserted Protestant church.[20] He is also claimed to have
founded Dísert Óengusa near to Croom, c. AD 780.

His earliest biographer in the ninth century[20] relates the wonderful austerities practised by St. Óengus in his
"desert", and though he sought to be far from the haunts of men, his fame attracted a stream of visitors. The
result was that the good saint abandoned his oratory at Dysert-Enos, and, after some wanderings, came to the
monastery of Tallaght, near Dublin, then governed by St. Maelruain. He entered as a lay brother, concealing his
identity, but St. Maelruain soon discovered him and collaborated with him on the Martyrology of Tallaght.

Notes [edit]

1. ^ This nickname was first assigned to him, on no apparent authority, by John Colgan in the 17th century.
2. ^ Martyrology of Tallaght, p. 22. (Oengusa episcopi huí Oíbleáin); however, Aíbind suide sund amne, stanza 2, has

mac Oíblén.
3.  ̂a b c d e f Ó Riain, Pádraig (2004). "Óengus of Tallaght". Oxford Dictionary of National Biography . Oxford

University Press. Retrieved 27 January 2009.
4. ^ Félire Óengusso, lines 137–41. Ó Riain, "Óengus of Tallaght." ODNB.
5. ^ Dumville, "Félire Óengusso." 26, 36.
6. ^ Dumville, "Félire Óengusso." 28.
7. ^ Donnchad dric ruad rogdae "Donnchad the wrathful, ruddy, chosen", Félire Óengusso 221; Dumville, "Félire

Óengusso." p. 25.
8. ^ Thurneysen, "Die Abfassung des Félire von Oengus."
9. ^ Ó Riain, "The Tallaght martyrologies redated." pp. 37–8.

10. ^ Dumville, "Félire Óengusso." 28-9.
11. ^ Dumville, "Félire Óengusso." pp. 26, 29–30.
12. ^ Ó Riain, "The Tallaght martyrologies redated." 26 ff.
13. ^ Dumville, "Félire Óengusso." 37-8, 46.
14. ^ Breatnach, "Poets and Poetry" in McCone and Simms (eds), Progress in medieval Irish studies (Maynooth,

1996, pp. 65-77.
15.  ̂a b Félire Óengusso, ed. Stokes, p. 24.
16. ^ Charles-Edwards, Early Christian Ireland. 469-70.
17. ^ Aíbind suide sund amne, stanza 3.
18. ^ Dumville, "Félire Óengusso", p. 27.
19. ^ Aíbind suide sund amne, stanza 4.
20.  ̂a b "St. Aengus (the Culdee)" . Catholic Encyclopedia.
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Óscar Romero

Saint
Óscar Romero

Archbishop Romero in 1978 on a visit to Rome

Born Óscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdámez
15 August 1917
Ciudad Barrios, San Miguel
Department, El Salvador

Died 24 March 1980 (aged 62)
Chapel of Hospital de la Divina
Providencia, San Salvador, El
Salvador

Beatified 23 May 2015, Plaza El Salvador de
Mundo, San Salvador, El Salvador
by Cardinal Angelo Amato, S.D.B.,
representing Pope Francis

Canonized 14 October 2018, Saint Peter's
Square, Vatican City by Pope
Francis

Feast 24 March

Attributes Episcopal vestments

Patronage Christian communicators[1]

El Salvador
The Americas
Archdiocese of San Salvador
Persecuted Christians
Caritas International (co-patron)[2]

Cainta, Rizal, Philippines (Quasi-
Parish)

Ordination history of
Óscar Romero

History
Priestly ordination

Date 4 April 1942

Episcopal consecration
Principal consecratorGirolamo Prigione

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the Paraguayan footballer, see Óscar Romero (footballer). For the American soccer player, see Oscar
Romero (soccer). For the ninth-century saint also known as Oscar, see Ansgar.
This article uses Spanish naming customs: the first or paternal family name is Romero and the second or
maternal family name is Galdámez.

Óscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdámez (15 August 1917 – 24
March 1980) was a prelate of the Catholic Church in El Salvador
who served as the fourth Archbishop of San Salvador. He spoke
out against poverty, social injustice, assassinations, and torture
amid a growing war between left-wing and right-wing forces.[3] In
1980, Romero was assassinated while celebrating Mass in the
chapel of the Hospital of Divine Providence. Though no one was
ever convicted for the crime, investigations by the UN-created
Truth Commission for El Salvador concluded that the extreme
right-wing politician, founder of ARENA and death squad leader
Roberto D'Aubuisson had given the order.[4]

During Romero's beatification, Pope Francis stated, "His ministry
was distinguished by his particular attention to the most poor and
marginalized."[5] Hailed as a hero by supporters of liberation
theology inspired by his work, Romero, according to his
biographer, "was not interested in liberation theology" but faithfully
adhered to Catholic teachings on liberation and a preferential
option for the poor,[6] desiring a social revolution based on interior
reform. Up to the end of his life, his spiritual life drew much from
the spirituality of Opus Dei.[7] While seen as a social conservative
at his appointment as archbishop in 1977, he was deeply affected
by the murder of his friend and fellow priest Rutilio Grande a few
weeks after his own appointment and subsequently developed into
an outspoken social activist.

In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 24
March as the "International Day for the Right to the Truth
Concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of
Victims" in recognition of the role of Romero in defence of human
rights. Romero actively denounced violations of the human rights
of the most vulnerable people and defended the principles of
protecting lives, promoting human dignity and opposing all forms
of violence.

In 1997, Pope John Paul II bestowed upon Romero the title of
Servant of God, and a cause for beatification and canonization
was opened for him. The cause stalled, but was reopened by Pope
Benedict XVI in 2012. He was declared a martyr by Pope Francis
on 3 February 2015, paving the way for his beatification on 23
May 2015. Pope Francis canonized Romero as a saint on 14
October 2018.

One of Romero's successors, the incumbent Metropolitan
Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Salvador,
El Salvador, Archbishop Jose Luis Escobar Alas, has asked Pope
Francis to proclaim Romero a Doctor of the Church, which is an
acknowledgement from the church that his religious teachings
were orthodox and had a significant impact on its philosophy and
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Co-consecrators Luis Chávez y González
Arturo Rivera Damas

Date 21 June 1970

Romero in 1941

theology.[8]

Latin American church groups often proclaim Romero an unofficial
patron saint of the Americas and El Salvador; Catholics in El
Salvador often refer to him as "San Romero", as well as "Monseñor Romero". Outside of Catholicism, Romero is
honored by other Christian denominations including Church of England and Anglican Communion through the
Calendar in Common Worship, as well as in at least one Lutheran liturgical calendar. Romero is also one of the
ten 20th-century martyrs depicted in statues above the Great West Door of Westminster Abbey in London.
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Early life [edit]

Romero was born on 15 August 1917[9] to Santos Romero and
Guadalupe de Jesús Galdámez in Ciudad Barrios in the San Miguel
department of El Salvador.[10] On 11 May 1919, at the age of one,
Óscar was baptized into the Catholic Church by Fr. Cecilio Morales.[11]

He had five brothers and two sisters: Gustavo, Zaída, Rómulo, Mamerto,
Arnoldo, and Gaspar, and Aminta (who died shortly after birth).[12]

Romero entered the local public school, which offered only grades one
through three. When finished with public school, Romero was privately
tutored by a teacher, Anita Iglesias,[13] until the age of thirteen.[14]

During this time Romero's father, Santos, trained him in carpentry.[15]

Romero showed exceptional proficiency as an apprentice. Santos
wanted to offer his son the skill of a trade, because in El Salvador
studies seldom led to employment.[16] However, the boy broached the
idea of studying for the priesthood, which did not surprise those who
knew him.[17]
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Romero in 1942 at the Vatican

A mural of Óscar Romero

Priesthood [edit]

Romero entered the minor seminary in San Miguel at the age of
thirteen. He left the seminary for three months to return home when his
mother became ill after the birth of her eighth child; during this time he
worked with two of his brothers in a gold mine near Ciudad Barrios.[17]

After graduation he enrolled in the national seminary in San Salvador.
He completed his studies at the Gregorian University in Rome, where he
received a Licentiate in Theology cum laude in 1941, but had to wait a
year to be ordained because he was younger than the required age.[18]

He was ordained in Rome on 4 April 1942.[19] His family could not attend
his ordination because of travel restrictions due to World War II.[20]

Romero remained in Italy to obtain a doctoral degree in Theology,
specializing in ascetical theology and Christian perfection according to
Venerable Luis de la Puente.[18] Before finishing, in 1943 at the age of
26, he was summoned back home from Italy by his bishop. He traveled
home with a good friend, Father Valladares, who was also doing
doctoral work in Rome. On the route home, they made stops in Spain
and Cuba, where they were detained by the Cuban police, perhaps for
having come from Fascist Italy,[21] and were placed in a series of
internment camps. After several months in prison, Valladares became sick and Redemptorist priests helped to
have the two transferred to a hospital. From the hospital they were released from Cuban custody and sailed on
to Mexico, then traveled overland to El Salvador.[22]

Romero was first assigned to serve as a parish priest in Anamorós, but then moved to San Miguel where he
worked for over 20 years.[19] He promoted various apostolic groups, started an Alcoholics Anonymous group,
helped in the construction of San Miguel's cathedral, and supported devotion to Our Lady of Peace. He was
later appointed rector of the inter-diocesan seminary in San Salvador. Emotionally and physically exhausted by
his work in San Miguel, Romero took a retreat in January 1966 where he visited a priest for confession and a
psychiatrist. He was diagnosed by the psychiatrist as having obsessive-compulsive personality disorder and by
priests with scrupulosity.[23][24]

In 1966, he was chosen to be Secretary of the Bishops Conference for El Salvador. He also became the
director of the archdiocesan newspaper Orientación, which became fairly conservative while he was editor,
defending the traditional Magisterium of the Catholic Church.[25]

Episcopal career [edit]

In 1970, Romero was appointed an auxiliary bishop for the Archdiocese of San Salvador. In 1974, he was
appointed Bishop of the Diocese of Santiago de María, a poor, rural region.[19]

On 23 February 1977, Romero was appointed Archbishop of San Salvador. While this appointment was
welcomed by the government, many priests were disappointed, especially those openly supportive of Marxist
ideology. The progressive priests feared that his conservative reputation would negatively affect liberation
theology's commitment to the poor.[citation needed]

On 12 March 1977, Rutilio Grande, a Jesuit priest and personal friend of
Romero who had been creating self-reliance groups among the poor, was
assassinated. His death had a profound impact on Romero, who later stated:
"When I looked at Rutilio lying there dead I thought, 'If they have killed him for
doing what he did, then I too have to walk the same path.'"[26] Romero urged the
government to investigate, but they ignored his request. Furthermore, the
censored press remained silent.[27]

Tension was noted by the closure of schools and the lack of Catholic priests
invited to participate in government. In response to Grande's murder, Romero
revealed an activism that had not been evident earlier, speaking out against
poverty, social injustice, assassinations and torture.[28][29]

In 1979, the Revolutionary Government Junta came to power amidst a wave of
human rights abuses by paramilitary right-wing groups and the government, in

an escalation of violence that would become the Salvadoran Civil War. Romero criticized the United States for
giving military aid to the new government and wrote an open letter to President Jimmy Carter in February 1980,
warning that increased US military aid would "undoubtedly sharpen the injustice and the political repression
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inflicted on the organized people, whose struggle has often been for their most basic human rights." This letter
was then sent, via telegram, from the U.S. embassy in El Salvador to Washington D.C..[30] Carter did not directly
respond to the letter, instead Cyrus Vance, the Secretary of State, wrote a telegram back to the U.S. embassy.
The telegram carried a very contradictory message, both stating that the United States will not interfere but will
respond to the Revolutionary Government Junta's requests. It is unknown if Archbishop Romero received the
telegram.[31]

On 11 May 1979, Romero met with Pope John Paul II and unsuccessfully attempted to obtain a Vatican
condemnation of the right-wing El Salvador's regime for violations of human rights during the Salvadoran Civil
War and its support of death squads, and expressed his frustration in working with clergy who cooperated with
the government. He was encouraged by John Paul II to maintain episcopal unity as a top priority.[32][33][27]

As a result of his humanitarian efforts, Romero began to be noticed internationally. In February 1980, he was
given an honorary doctorate by the Catholic University of Louvain.

Statements on persecution of the church [edit]

Romero denounced the persecution of members of the
Catholic Church who had worked on behalf of the
poor:[34]

In less than three years, more than fifty
priests have been attacked, threatened,
calumniated. Six are already martyrs--they
were murdered. Some have been tortured
and others expelled [from the country].
Nuns have also been persecuted. The
archdiocesan radio station and educational
institutions that are Catholic or of a
Christian inspiration have been attacked,
threatened, intimidated, even bombed.
Several parish communities have been
raided. If all this has happened to persons
who are the most evident representatives
of the Church, you can guess what has
happened to ordinary Christians, to the
campesinos, catechists, lay ministers, and
to the ecclesial base communities. There
have been threats, arrests, tortures,
murders, numbering in the hundreds and
thousands.... But it is important to note why
[the Church] has been persecuted. Not any
and every priest has been persecuted, not
any and every institution has been
attacked. That part of the church has been
attacked and persecuted that put itself on
the side of the people and went to the
people's defense. Here again we find the
same key to understanding the
persecution of the church: the poor.

— Óscar Romero, Speech at the
Université catholique de Louvain,
Belgium, 2 February 1980.

Popular radio sermons [edit]

By the time of his death, Romero had built up an
enormous following among Salvadorans. He did this
largely through broadcasting his weekly sermons
across El Salvador[35] on the church's station, YSAX,
"except when it was bombed off the air."[36] In these
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sermons, he listed disappearances, tortures, murders,
and much more each Sunday.[35] This was followed by
an hour-long speech on radio the following day. On the
importance of these broadcasts, one writer noted that
"the archbishop's Sunday sermon was the main source
in El Salvador about what was happening. It was
estimated to have the largest listenership of any
programme in the country."[35] According to listener
surveys, 73% of the rural population and 47% of the
urban listened regularly.[36] Similarly, his diocesan
weekly paper Orientación carried lists of cases of
torture and repression every week.[35]

Theology [edit]

According to Jesús Delgado, his biographer and
Postulator of the Cause for his canonization, Romero
agreed with the Catholic vision of Liberation Theology
and not with the materialist vision: "A journalist once
asked him: 'Do you agree with Liberation Theology' And
Romero answered: "Yes, of course. However, there are
two theologies of liberation. One is that which sees
liberation only as material liberation. The other is that of
Paul VI. I am with Paul VI."[37] Delgado said that Romero
did not read the books on Liberation Theology which he
received, and he gave the lowest priority to Liberation
Theology among the topics that he studied.[38]

Romero preached that "The most profound social
revolution is the serious, supernatural, interior reform of
a Christian."[39] He also emphasized: "The liberation of
Christ and of His Church is not reduced to the
dimension of a purely temporal project. It does not
reduce its objectives to an anthropocentric perspective:
to a material well-being or only to initiatives of a political
or social, economic or cultural order. Much less can it
be a liberation that supports or is supported by
violence."[40][41] Romero expressed several times his
disapproval for divisiveness in the church. In a sermon
preached on 11 November 1979 he said: "The other
day, one of the persons who proclaims liberation in a
political sense was asked: 'For you, what is the meaning
of the Church'?" He said that the activist "answered with
these scandalous words: 'There are two churches, the
church of the rich and the church of the poor. We believe in the church of the
poor but not in the church of the rich.'" Romero declared, "Clearly these words
are a form of demagogy and I will never admit a division of the Church." He
added, "There is only one Church, the Church that Christ preached, the Church
to which we should give our whole hearts. There is only one Church, a Church
that adores the living God and knows how to give relative value to the goods of
this earth."[42]

Spiritual life [edit]

Romero noted in his diary on 4 February 1943: "In recent days the Lord has
inspired in me a great desire for holiness. I have been thinking of how far a soul
can ascend if it lets itself be possessed entirely by God." Commenting on this
passage, James R. Brockman, Romero's biographer and author of Romero: A
Life, said that "All the evidence available indicates that he continued on his
quest for holiness until the end of his life. But he also matured in that quest."[43]

According to Brockman, Romero's spiritual journey had some of these characteristics:
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Photo that appeared in El País on 7
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that the state of El Salvador recognized
its responsibility in the crime.[47]

love for the Church of Rome, shown by his episcopal motto, "to be of
one mind with the Church," a phrase he took from St. Ignatius'
Spiritual Exercises;
a tendency to make a very deep examination of conscience;
an emphasis on sincere piety;
mortification and penance through his duties;
providing protection for his chastity;
spiritual direction;
"being one with the Church incarnated in this people which stands in
need of liberation";
eagerness for contemplative prayer and finding God in others;
fidelity to the will of God;
self-offering to Jesus Christ.

Romero was a strong advocate of the spiritual charism of Opus Dei. He
received weekly spiritual direction from a priest of the Opus Dei
movement.[44] In 1975 he wrote in support of the cause of canonization
of Opus Dei's founder, "Personally, I owe deep gratitude to the priests
involved with the Work, to whom I have entrusted with much satisfaction
the spiritual direction of my own life and that of other priests."[45][46]

Assassination [edit]

On 23 March 1980, Romero delivered a sermon in which he called on
Salvadoran soldiers, as Christians, to obey God's higher order and to
stop carrying out the government's repression and
violations of basic human rights.[48]

Romero spent 24 March in a recollection organized by
Opus Dei,[7] a monthly gathering of priest friends led by
Msgr. Fernando Sáenz Lacalle. On that day they reflected
on the priesthood.[49] That evening, Romero celebrated
Mass[50][51] at a small chapel at Hospital de la Divina
Providencia (Divine Providence Hospital),[52] a church-run
hospital specializing in oncology and care for the terminally
ill.[53] Romero finished his sermon, stepped away from the
lectern, and took a few steps to stand at the center of the altar.[48]

As Romero finished speaking, a red automobile came to a stop on the
street in front of the chapel. The gunman emerged from the vehicle,
stepped to the door of the chapel, and fired one (possibly two) shots.
Romero was struck in the heart, and the vehicle sped off.[52]

Funeral [edit]

Romero was buried in the Metropolitan Cathedral of San Salvador
(Catedral Metropolitana de San Salvador). The Funeral Mass on 30
March 1980 in San Salvador was attended by more than 250,000
mourners from all over the world. Viewing this attendance as a protest,
Jesuit priest John Dear has said, "Romero's funeral was the largest
demonstration in Salvadoran history, some say in the history of Latin
America."[citation needed]

At the funeral, Cardinal Ernesto Corripio y Ahumada, speaking as the
personal delegate of Pope John Paul II, eulogized Romero as a
"beloved, peacemaking man of God," and stated that "his blood will give
fruit to brotherhood, love and peace."[54]

Massacre at Romero's funeral [edit]

During the ceremony, smoke bombs exploded on the streets near the cathedral and subsequently there were
rifle shots that came from surrounding buildings, including the National Palace. Many people were killed by
gunfire and in the stampede of people running away from the explosions and gunfire; official sources reported
31 overall casualties, while journalists recorded that between 30 and 50 died.[55] Some witnesses claimed it was

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:PaulVIRomero1978.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:PaulVIRomero1978.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Paul_VI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%C3%93scar_Arnulfo_Romero_with_Pope_John_Paul_II_(2).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%C3%93scar_Arnulfo_Romero_with_Pope_John_Paul_II_(2).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignatius_of_Loyola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_Exercises
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Examination_of_conscience
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mortification_in_Roman_Catholic_teaching
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chastity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_direction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Will_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opus_Dei
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%93scar_Romero&action=edit&section=8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Campaignbox_Salvadoran_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template_talk:Campaignbox_Salvadoran_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Template:Campaignbox_Salvadoran_Civil_War&action=edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvadoran_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_El_Salvador_(1931%E2%80%931979)#The_1970s:_the_road_to_revolt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1979_Salvadoran_coup_d%27%C3%A9tat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%93scar_Romero#Martyrdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumpul_River_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980_murders_of_U.S._missionaries_in_El_Salvador
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Final_Offensive_of_1981&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Mozote_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Ilopango_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Calabozo_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1985_Zona_Rosa_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofensiva_hasta_el_tope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1989_murders_of_Jesuits_in_El_Salvador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapultepec_Peace_Accords
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truth_Commission_for_El_Salvador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Assassination_of_Oscar_Romero.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Assassination_of_Oscar_Romero.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Pa%C3%ADs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Salvador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fernando_S%C3%A1enz_Lacalle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lectern
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%93scar_Romero&action=edit&section=9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catedral_Metropolitana_de_San_Salvador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Requiem_Mass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesuit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardinal_(Catholic_Church)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernesto_Corripio_y_Ahumada
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%93scar_Romero&action=edit&section=10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Palace_(El_Salvador)


government security forces that threw bombs into the crowd, and army sharpshooters, dressed as civilians, that
fired into the chaos from the balcony or roof of the National Palace. However, there are contradictory accounts
as to the course of the events and one historian[who?] stated that "probably, one will never know the truth about
the interrupted funeral."[55]

As the gunfire continued, Romero's body was buried in a crypt beneath the sanctuary. Even after the burial,
people continued to line up to pay homage to their martyred prelate.[20][56][57][58]

International reaction [edit]

Ireland [edit]

All sections of Irish political and religious life condemned his assassination, with the Irish Minister for Foreign
Affairs Brian Lenihan "expressing shock and revulsion at the murder of Dr Romero,"[59] while the leader of the
Trócaire charity, Eamon Casey, revealed that he had received a letter from Romero that very day.[60] The
previous October parliamentarians had given their support to the nomination that Romero receive the Nobel
Prize for Peace.[60] In March each year since the 1980s, the Irish–El Salvador Support Committee holds a mass
in honour of Romero.[61]

United Kingdom [edit]

In October 1978, 119 British parliamentarians had nominated Romero for the Nobel Prize for Peace. In this they
were supported by 26 members of the United States Congress.[35] When news of the assassination was
reported in March 1980, the new Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, was about to be enthroned in
Canterbury Cathedral. On hearing of Romero's death, one writer observed that Runcie "departed from the
ancient traditions to decry the murder of Archbishop Óscar Romero in El Salvador."[62]

United States [edit]

Public reaction [edit]

The United States public's reaction to Archbishop Romero's death was symbolized through the "martyrdom of
Romero" as an inspiration to end US military aid to El Salvador. In December 1980 the International
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union refused to deliver military equipment destined for the Salvadoran
government. The leader of the union, Jim Herman, was known as a supporter of Romero and denounced his
death.[63] On 24 March 1984 a protest was held in Los Angeles, California where around 3,000 people,
organized by 20 November Coalition, protested US intervention in El Salvador, using the anniversary of the
Archbishop's death and his face as a symbol.[64] On 24 March, 1990 10,000 people marched in front of the
White House to denounce the military aid that was still flowing from the United States to the El Salvadoran
government. Protestors carried a bust of the archbishop and quoted some of his speeches, in addition to the
event being held on the anniversary of his death. Noted figures Ed Asner and Jennifer Casolo participated in
the event.[65]

Government response [edit]

On 25 March 1980 US Secretary of State Cyrus Vance revealed that the White House would continue to fund
the Revolutionary Government Junta and provide military aid to them, in spite of the pleas of Oscar Romero and
his death immediately prior to this announcement.[66] On 31 March 1983 Roberto D’Aubuisson was allowed
entry to the United States by the State Department after deeming him not barred from entry any longer. When
asked about D'Aubuisson's association with the assassination of Archbishop Romero, the State Department
responded that "the allegations have not been substantiated."[67] In November 1993, documents by the State
Department, Defense Department, and the Central Intelligence Agency were released after pressure by
Congress increased. The 12,000 documents revealed that the administrations of President Reagan and
President Bush knew of the assassinations conducted by Roberto D'Aubuisson, including that of Oscar
Romero, and still worked with him despite this.[68]

Investigations into the assassination [edit]

To date, no one has ever been prosecuted for the assassination, or confessed to it. The gunman has not been
identified.[69]

Immediately following the assassination, José Napoleón Duarte, the newly appointed foreign minister of El
Salvador, actively promulgated a "blame on both sides" propaganda trope in order to provide cover for the lack
of official inquiry into the assassination plot.[70]

Subsequent investigations by the United Nations and other international bodies have established that the four
assassins were members of a death squad led by Major Roberto D'Aubuisson.[71] Revelations of the
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D'Aubuisson plot came to light in 1984 when US ambassador Robert White testified before the United States
Congress that "there was sufficient evidence" to convict D'Aubuisson of planning and ordering Romero's
assassination.[72] In 1993, an official United Nations report identified D'Aubuisson as the man who ordered the
killing.[55] It is believed that D'Aubuisson had strong connections to the Nicaraguan National Guard and to its
offshoot the Fifteenth of September Legion[73] and had also planned to overthrow the government in a coup.
Later he founded the political party Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), and organized death squads that
systematically carried out politically motivated assassinations and other human rights abuses in El Salvador.
Álvaro Rafael Saravia, a former captain in the Salvadoran Air Force, was chief of security for D'Aubuisson and
an active member of these death squads. In 2003 a United States human rights organization, the Center for
Justice and Accountability, filed a civil action against Saravia. In 2004, he was found liable by a US District Court
under the Alien Tort Claims Act (ATCA) (28 U.S.C. § 1350) for aiding, conspiring, and participating in the
assassination of Romero. Saravia was ordered to pay $10 million for extrajudicial killing and crimes against
humanity pursuant to the ATCA;[74] he has since gone into hiding.[75] On 24 March 2010 – the thirtieth
anniversary of Romero's death – Salvadoran president Mauricio Funes offered an official state apology for
Romero's assassination. Speaking before Romero's family, representatives of the Catholic Church, diplomats,
and government officials, Funes said those involved in the assassination "unfortunately acted with the
protection, collaboration, or participation of state agents."[76]

A 2000 article by Tom Gibb, then a correspondent with the Guardian and later with the BBC, attributes the
murder to a detective of the Salvadoran National Police named Óscar Pérez Linares, on orders of D'Aubuisson.
The article cites an anonymous former death squad member who claimed he had been assigned to guard a
house in San Salvador used by a unit of three counter-guerrilla operatives directed by D'Aubuisson. The guard,
whom Gibb identified as "Jorge," purported to have witnessed Linares fraternizing with the group, which was
nicknamed the "Little Angels," and to have heard them praise Linares for the killing. The article furthermore
attributes full knowledge of the assassination to the CIA as far back as 1983.[71] The article reports that both
Linares and the Little Angels commander, who Jorge identified as "El Negro Mario," were killed by a CIA-trained
Salvadoran special police unit in 1986; the unit had been assigned to investigate the murders. In 1983, U.S. Lt.
Col. Oliver North, aide to then-Vice President George H.W. Bush, is alleged to have personally requested the
Salvadoran military to "remove" Linares and several others from their service. Three years later they were
pursued and extrajudicially killed – Linares after being found in neighboring Guatemala. The article cites
another source in the Salvadoran military as saying, "they knew far too much to live."[77]

In a 2010 article for the Salvadoran online newspaper El Faro,[69] Saravia was interviewed from a mountain
hideout.[69] He named D'Aubuisson as giving the assassination order to him over the phone,[69][78] and said that
he and his cohorts drove the assassin to the chapel and paid him 1,000 Salvadoran colons after the event.[69]

In April 2017, however, in the wake of the overruling of a Civil War amnesty law the previous year, a judge in El
Salvador, Rigoberto Chicas, allowed the case against the escaped Saravia's alleged role in the murder of
Romero to be reopened. On 23 October 2018, days after Saint Romero's canonization, Judge Chicas issued a
new arrest warrant for him, and Interpol and the National Police are charged with finding his hideout and
apprehending him.[79][80] D'Aubuisson and Linares are deceased, so they cannot be prosecuted.

Legacy [edit]

International recognition [edit]

During his first visit to El Salvador in 1983, Pope John Paul II entered the cathedral in San Salvador and prayed
at Romero's tomb, despite opposition from the government and from some within the church who strongly
opposed Liberation Theology. Afterwards, the Pope praised Romero as a "zealous and venerated pastor who
tried to stop violence." John Paul II also asked for dialogue between the government and opposition to end El
Salvador's civil war.[81]

On 7 May 2000, in Rome's Colosseum during the Jubilee Year celebrations, Pope John Paul II commemorated
twentieth-century martyrs. Of the several categories of martyrs, the seventh consisted of Christians who were
killed for defending their brethren in the Americas. Despite the opposition of some social conservatives within
the church, John Paul II insisted that Romero be included. He asked the organizers of the event to proclaim
Romero "that great witness of the Gospel."[82]

On 21 December 2010, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 24 March as the International Day for
the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims which
recognizes, in particular, the important work and values of Archbishop Óscar Arnulfo Romero.[83][84]

On 22 March 2011, U.S. President Barack Obama visited Romero's tomb during an official visit to El
Salvador.[85]
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Savior of the World Plaza at the beatification

President of Ireland Michael D. Higgins visited the Cathedral and tomb of Romero on 25 October 2013 during a
state visit to El Salvador.[86][87] Famed linguist Noam Chomsky speaks highly of Romero's social work, and
refers often to his murder.[88]

In 2014, El Salvador's main international airport was named after him, becoming Monseñor Óscar Arnulfo
Romero International Airport.

Sainthood [edit]

Process for beatification [edit]

In 1990, on the tenth anniversary of the assassination, the
sitting Archbishop of San Salvador, Arturo Rivera y Damas,
appointed a postulator to prepare documentation for a cause
of beatification and eventual canonization of Romero. The
documents were formally accepted by Pope John Paul II and
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in 1997, and
Romero was given the title of Servant of God.[citation needed]

In March 2005, Vincenzo Paglia, the Vatican official in charge
of the process, announced that Romero's cause had cleared a
theological audit by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, at the time headed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (later
elected Pope Benedict XVI) and that beatification could follow within six months.[89] Pope John Paul II died within
weeks of those remarks. Predictably, the transition of the new pontiff slowed down the work of canonizations
and beatifications. Pope Benedict instituted changes that had the overall effect of reining in the Vatican's so-
called "factory of saints."[90] In an October 2005 interview, Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, the Prefect of the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, was asked if Paglia's predictions of a clearance for Romero's
beatification remained on track. Cardinal Saraiva responded, "Not as far as I know today,"[91] In November
2005, a Jesuit magazine signaled that Romero's beatification was still "years away."[92]

Although Benedict XVI had always been a fierce critic of liberation theology, Paglia reported in December 2012
that the Pope had informed him of the decision to "unblock" the cause and allow it to move forward.[93] However,
no progress was made before Benedict's resignation in February 2013. Pope Francis was elected in March
2013, and in September 2013, Archbishop Gerhard Ludwig Müller, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, stated that the Vatican doctrinal office has been "given the greenlight" to pursue sainthood for
Romero.[94] In 2014, Gregorio Rosa Chávez, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of San Salvador, said that the
beatification process was in its final stages.[95]

Basis for canonization [edit]

The Congregation for Saints' Causes voted unanimously to recommend Pope Francis recognize Romero as a
martyr. "He was killed at the altar. Through him, they wanted to strike the church that flowed from the Second
Vatican Council." His assassination "was not caused by motives that were simply political, but by hatred for a
faith that, imbued with charity, would not be silent in the face of the injustices that relentlessly and cruelly
slaughtered the poor and their defenders."[93]

To be beatified, a posthumous, usually an unexplainable medical miracle (verified by the prelate members of
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints after an archdiocesan and Vatican-based medical and theological
investigation, and signed by the Pope) must be attributed to his intercession, or alternatively he could be
declared a martyr. In very rare cases, a pope could waive both of these requirements for beatification. Under
dispute was whether his assassination was motivated solely by hatred for the faith (the requirement for
martyrdom), or was influenced by politics, liberation theology, or by his vocal criticisms of the regime at the time
during the civil war.[96]

Beatification [edit]

On 18 August 2014, Pope Francis said that "[t]he process [of beatification of Romero] was at the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith, blocked for 'prudential reasons', so they said. Now it is unblocked." Pope Francis
stated that "There are no doctrinal problems and it is very important that [the beatification] is done

quickly."[97][98][99] The beatification is widely seen as the pope's strong
affirmation of Romero's work with the poor and as a major change in the
direction of the church since he was elected.[100]
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The beatification celebration on 23
May 2015 in San Salvador

Canonization Mass celebrated on
14 October 2018 in Saint Peter's
Square.

On Friday, 9 January 2015, an online news story article by Carol Glatz
of Catholic News Service (CNS) stated that on Thursday, 8 January
2015: "A panel of theologians advising the Vatican's Congregation for

the Causes of Saints voted unanimously to recognize the late Salvadoran Archbishop Óscar Romero as a
martyr, according to the newspaper of the Italian bishops' conference." It is a key step in his canonization
process. Next, the Cardinals who are voting members of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in the
Roman Curia must vote to recommend to Pope Francis that Romero be beatified. A miracle is not required for
beatification candidates who the Pope decrees are martyrs to be beatified, as it would normally be otherwise. If
he is not beatified as a martyr, a miracle will then normally be needed for him to be canonized.[101]

On Tuesday, 3 February 2015, Pope Francis received Cardinal Angelo Amato, Prefect of the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints, in a private audience, and authorized the Cardinal to promulgate (officially authorize)
Romero's decree of martyrdom, meaning it had gained the Congregation's voting members and the Pope's
approval. This cleared the way for the Pope to later set a date for his beatification.[102]

The beatification of Romero was held in San Salvador on 23 May 2015 in the Plaza Salvador del Mundo under
the Monumento al Divino Salvador del Mundo. Cardinal Angelo Amato presided over the ceremony on behalf of
Pope Francis, who sent a letter to Archbishop of San Salvador José Luis Escobar Alas, marking the occasion
and calling Romero "a voice that continues to resonate."[103] An estimated 250,000 people attended the
service,[104] many watching on large television screens set up in the streets around the plaza.[105]

Canonization [edit]

Three miracles were submitted to the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints in Rome in October 2016 that could have led to Romero's
canonization. But each of these miracles was rejected after being
investigated. A fourth (concerning the pregnant woman Cecilia Maribel
Flores) was investigated in a diocesan process in San Salvador that
was opened on 31 January 2017 and which concluded its initial
investigation on 28 February before documentation was submitted to
Rome via the apostolic nunciature. The C.C.S. validated this on 7
April.[106][107] Medical experts issued unanimous approval to the
presented miracle on 26 October with theologians also confirming their
approval on 14 December. The C.C.S. members likewise approved the

case on 6 February 2018.[108] Pope Francis approved this miracle on 6 March 2018, allowing for Romero to be
canonized and the date was announced at a consistory of cardinals held on 19 May. The canonization was
celebrated in Rome's Saint Peter's Square on 14 October 2018.[109]

In 2018, Gloria.tv criticized Romero's canonization effort, saying that his biographer and personal secretary
Jesus Delgado, who was instrumental in not only Romero's beatification but also his canonization process, was
convicted and laicized by a Vatican court in December 2016, for molesting a girl.[110]

Previously there had been hopes that Romero would be canonized during a possible papal visit to El Salvador
on 15 August 2017 – the centennial of the late bishop's birth – or that he could be canonized in Panama during
World Youth Day in 2019.[111]

Óscar Romero has the following characteristics: He is the first Salvadoran to be raised to the altars; the first
martyred archbishop of America, the first to be declared a martyr after the Second Vatican Council;[112] the first
native saint of Central America,[113] although it is true, the saint Peter of Saint Joseph de Betancur did all his
work for which he was canonized in the city of Santiago de los Caballeros of Guatemala and, therefore, also a
Central American saint, his origins are in Tenerife, Spain,[114] and sanctification on the part of the Catholic
Church is not the first it has received, since the Anglican Church had already included it in its official saints,[115]

and the Lutheran Church had already included it in its liturgical calendar.[116]

Homages and cultural references [edit]

Institutions [edit]

The Romero Centre in Dublin, Ireland, is today an important centre that "promotes Development Education,
Arts, Crafts, and Awareness about El Salvador."[117]

The Christian Initiative Romero is a non-profit organisation in Germany
working in support of industrial law and human rights in Central American
countries.[118]

The Romero Institute, a nonprofit law and public policy center in Santa Cruz, California, U.S., headed by

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:BEATIFICACI%C3%93N_DE_MONSE%C3%91OR_OSCAR_ARNULFO_ROMERO_(18010267052).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_News_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Causes_of_Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Causes_of_Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angelo_Amato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefect#Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monumento_al_Divino_Salvador_del_Mundo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Luis_Escobar_Alas
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%93scar_Romero&action=edit&section=24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ceremonia_de_Canonizaci%C3%B3n_de_Monse%C3%B1or_Romero._(44398703435).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ceremonia_de_Canonizaci%C3%B3n_de_Monse%C3%B1or_Romero._(44398703435).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloria.tv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loss_of_clerical_state_(Catholic_Church)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Youth_Day_2019
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Vatican_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_of_Saint_Joseph_de_Betancur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago_de_los_Caballeros
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guatemala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenerife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%93scar_Romero&action=edit&section=25
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%93scar_Romero&action=edit&section=26
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Initiative_Romero
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romero_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Cruz,_California


Monumento al Divino
Salvador del Mundo in Plaza
Salvador del Mundo

Daniel Sheehan, was named after Archbishop Romero in 1996.[119]

In 1989 the Toronto Catholic District School Board opened a secondary
school in Toronto, Canada, named after Archbishop Óscar Romero.[120]

Romero Center Ministries in Camden, New Jersey, U.S., provides Catholic
education and retreat experiences inspired by Archbishop Óscar Romero's
prophetic witness. The mission of Romero Center Ministries is to "seek
personal, communal, and societal transformation by living ministry as
proclaimed in Christ's Gospel." The center hosts over 1,600 guests annually
from high schools, colleges, and youth groups which participate in the Urban
Challenge program.[121]

Television and film [edit]

The film Romero (1989) was based on the Archbishop's life story. It was
directed by John Duigan and starred Raul Julia. It was produced by Paulist
Productions (a film company run by the Paulist Fathers, a Roman Catholic
society of priests). Timed for release ten years after Romero's death, it was
the first Hollywood feature film ever to be financed by the order. The film received respectful, if less-than-
enthusiastic, reviews. Roger Ebert typified the critics who acknowledged that "The film has a good heart,
and the Julia performance is an interesting one, restrained and considered. ...The film's weakness is a
certain implacable predictability."[122]

In 2005, while at the UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism, Daniel Freed,[123] an independent
documentary filmmaker and frequent contributor to PBS and CNBC, made a 30-minute film entitled The
Murder of Monseñor[124] which not only documented Romero's assassination but also told the story of how
Álvaro Rafael Saravia – whom a US District court found, in 2004, had personally organized the
assassination – moved to the United States and lived for 25 years as a used car salesman in Modesto,
California, until he became aware of the pending legal action against him in 2003 and disappeared, leaving
behind his drivers license and social security card, as well as his credit cards and his dog. In 2016 a 1993
law protecting the actions of the military during the Civil War was overruled by a Salvadoran high court and
on 23 October 2018, another court ordered the arrest of Saravia.[80]

The Daily Show episode on 17 March 2010 showed clips from the Texas State Board of Education in which
"a panel of experts" recommended including Romero in the state's history books,[125] but an amendment
proposed by Patricia Hardy[126] to exclude Romero was passed on 10 March 2010. The clip of Ms. Hardy
shows her arguing against including Romero because "I guarantee you most of you did not know who Oscar
Romero was. ...I just happen to think it's not [important]."[127]

A film about the Archbishop, Monseñor, the Last Journey of Óscar Romero, with Father Robert Pelton,
C.S.C., serving as executive producer, had its United States premiere in 2010. This film won the Latin
American Studies Association (LASA) Award for Merit in film, in competition with 25 other films. Father Pelton
was invited to show the film throughout Cuba. It was sponsored by ecclesial and human rights groups from
Latin America and from North America.[128] Alma Guillermoprieto in The New York Review of Books
describes the film as a "hagiography," and as "an astonishing compilation of footage" of the final three years
of his life.[129]

Visual arts [edit]

St. James the Greater Catholic Church in Charles Town, West Virginia is the first known Catholic Church in
the United States to venerate St. Oscar Romero with a stain glass window in its building. The project was led
by the first Spanish priest of the Wheeling-Charleston Diocese, Father Jose Escalante, who is originally from
El Salvador, as a gift to the Spanish community of the parish.
John Roberts sculpted a statue of Óscar Romero that fills a prominent niche on the western facade of
Westminster Abbey in London; it was unveiled in the presence of Queen Elizabeth II in 1998.[130]

Joan Walsh-Smith sculpted a statue of Saint Óscar Romero at The Holy Cross College Ellenbrook Western
Australia in 2017. The sculpture depicts their College Patron ' walking his faith ' on his journey with the poor
in El Salvador.[131]
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Frank Diaz Escalet, 1998, "Oscar
Romero, Un Regalo De Dios Para El
Mundo Entero;" acrylic on Masonite.
This painting is in a private collection in
Sacramento, California.

Poetry and song [edit]

Romero's death is referenced in "El Padre Antonio y su Monaguillo Andrés" ("Father Anthony and Altar Boy
Andrew"), written and sung by Panamanian Rubén Blades. This song describes the arrival in a Latin
American country of an idealistic Spanish priest (a fictional representation of Archbishop Romero), his
sermons condemning violence there, his talks about love and justice, and, finally, the murders of the priest
and altar boy during a Mass.[132]

Welsh singer-songwriter Dafydd Iwan wrote about Romero's assassination in the song "Oscar Romero".[133]

The 2012 special event album "Martyrs Prayers" by The Project contains a track called "Romero" with lyrics
consisting entirely of Óscar Romero's documented prayers. The accompaniment short film for the song uses
footage issued by The University Of Notre Dame, stewards of the documentary footage for Monseñor: The
Last Journey Of Óscar Romero.[134]

Christy Moore mentions Archbishop Romero in his song "Casey".[135]

Political writing [edit]

In their book Manufacturing Consent (1988), Noam Chomsky and Edward S. Herman compared US media
coverage of the murders of Romero and other Latin American clergy in US client states with coverage of the
murder of Catholic priest Jerzy Popiełuszko in "enemy" Communist Poland to explain their propaganda
model hypothesis.[136][137]

See also [edit]

List of peace activists
List of unsolved murders
Misa Campesina Nicaragüense
Blessed Stanley Rother
Salvadoran Civil War

Catholic priests assassinated in El Salvador during and after Óscar Romero's
time as archbishop (1977–1980):

Rutilio Grande: assassinated 12 March 1977
Alfonso Navarro: assassinated 11 May 1977
Ernesto Barrera: assassinated 28 November 1978
Octavio Ortiz: assassinated 20 January 1979
Rafael Palacios: assassinated 20 June 1979
Napoleón Macías: assassinated 4 August 1979
Ignacio Martín-Baró: assassinated 16 November 1989
Segundo Montes: assassinated 16 November 1989
Ignacio Ellacuría: assassinated 16 November 1989

Murder of U.S. missionaries in El Salvador on 2 December 1980: three Religious Sisters and one lay
worker:

Maura Clarke, Maryknoll
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Đorđe Bogić

Saint Georgije Bogić

Holy hieromartyr
Born 6 February 1911

Pakrac, Austria-Hungary

Died 17 June 1941 (aged 30)
Našice, Independent State of
Croatia

Venerated in Eastern Orthodox Church

Canonized 1998, Belgrade by Serbian
Orthodox Church

Feast July 4/17

Attributes Vested as a protopresbyter

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help
improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced
material may be challenged and removed.
Find sources: "Đorđe Bogić" – news · newspapers · books · scholar · JSTOR (April
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

Đorđe Bogić (Serbian Cyrillic: Ђорђе Богић; 6 February 1911 –
17 June 1941) was a protopresbyter in the Serbian Orthodox
Church and the parish priest of the Orthodox church in Našice.

He was canonized by the Serbian Orthodox Church as Saint
Hieromartyr Georgije Bogić due to his brutal murder by
Croatian fascists in 1941.[1][2]
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Life [edit]

Đorđe was born in Pakrac on 6 February 1911. He completed
grammar school in Nova Gradiška and seminary in Sarajevo. On
25 May 1934, Đorđe was ordained a priest in Pakrac. Đorđe then
performed his duties in the parishes of Majar and Bolmače, after
which he was moved to Našice, where he happened to be at the
beginning of World War II.

Martyrdom [edit]

His afflictions were recorded in the book Magnum Crimen, written by Viktor Novak (Zagreb 1948, pages 641-
642):

On the night of 17 June 1941, Feliks Lahner, a milkman from Našice, accompanied with two
Ustašas into Father Đorđe's apartment and ordered him to come with them immediately so as to
question him. He obeyed their order and got into the car waiting in front of his apartment and was
taken towards some field. Fr. Đorđe was brought to a grazing field, out of Našice, near the Chapel
of St. Martin, and was killed there. Before dying, Fr. Đorđe had endured great suffering. The
Ustašas tied him to a tree, cut off his ears, nose, and tongue and tore his beard together with the
skin. After that they picked his eyes out, thereat swearing at him viciously. In the end, one Ustaša
cut his chest and stomach open, took out Đorđe's intestines, and wrapped them around his neck.
Only then had Fr. Đorđe completely collapsed, after which the Ustašas cut the rope that Đorđe was
tied to the tree with. His body fell to the ground, where the Ustašas fired at him and finished killing
him. The person guilty of these martyr afflictions was a Roman Catholic priest from Našice, Sidonije
Šolc. One of the witnesses said: "He (Fra Šolc) had our parish priest Đorđe Bogić killed in the most
monstrous manner. They took him out of his apartment in the middle of the night and butchered
him.

Posthumous [edit]
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Đorđe's body remained in the same place the whole night, till the afternoon of the next day. Around 4 PM, the
local Romani were ordered to take the corpse to Brezik Našički and to bury it in the graveyard.[citation needed]

Canonization [edit]

At the regular session of the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church in 1998, Protopresbyter
Đorđe was canonized, and his name was entered in the list of names of the Serbian Church Saints.[citation needed]

See also [edit]

List of Serbian saints
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1. ^ Ustaški zločini nad srpskim sveštenicima by Velibor Džomić; publisher: Svetigora
2. ^ http://orthochristian.com/114594.html

Serbian saints
St. Angelina · St. Basil of Ostrog · St. Danilo II · St. Gavrilo Rajić · St. Grigorije the Silent · St. Helen of Anjou ·

St. Jovan Vladimir · St. Prince Lazar / St. Princess Milica · St. Makarije Sokolović · St. Maksim Branković ·
St. Nikodim I · St. Nikolaj of Ohrid and Žiča · St. Peter of Cetinje · St. Sava · St. Sava II · St. Simeon the Monk ·

St. Simeon the Myrrh-streaming · St. Stefan Lazarević · St. Stefan Štiljanović · St. Stefan Uroš ·
St. Stefan of Dečani · St. Stefan the Blind · St. Stefan of Piperi · St. Teodor Komogovinski · St. Vladislav ·
St. Vukašin · St. Georgije Bogić · St. Justin of Ćelije · St. Hieromartyr Joanikije · St. Avakum the Deacon ·

St. Metropolitan Petar of Dabar-Bosna · St. Sava of Gornji Karlovac · St. Platon of Banja Luka ·
St. Varnava of Hvosno · St. Pajsije of Janjevo

Genocide of Serbs in the Independent State of Croatia

Background

Anti-Serb sentiment · Nazi racial policy · Invasion of Yugoslavia · Ustashe · Ustashe Militia ·
The Holocaust in the Independent State of Croatia · Greater Croatia · Croatisation ·
Persecution of Eastern Orthodox Christians · Catholic clergy involvement with the Ustaše ·
Croatian Orthodox Church

Concentration camps Jasenovac (list of prisoners) · Stara Gradiška · Đakovo · Sisak · Gospić · Jadovno · Lepoglava ·
Danica · Lobor · Kerestinec · Jastrebarsko · Slana · Kruščica · Sajmište

Massacres Garavice · Glina · Drakulić · Šušnjar · Rašića Gaj · Gudovac · Blagaj · Voćin · Prebilovci · Korita ·
Ivanci · Voćin · Vrginmost · Prkos · Sarajevo (Villa Luburić)

Genocide perpetrators

Ante Pavelić · Mile Budak · Julije Makanec · Nikola Mandić · Ademaga Mešić · Džafer Kulenović ·
Andrija Artuković · Mladen Lorković · Slavko Kvaternik · Antun Najžer · Petar Brzica ·
Miroslav Filipović · Vjekoslav Luburić · Ivica Matković · Ljubo Miloš · Dinko Šakić · Dido Kvaternik ·
Jure Francetić · Alija Šuljak · Viktor Gutić · Krunoslav Draganović

Demography Demographics of Croatia · Serbs of Croatia · Serbs of Bosnia and Herzegovina ·
Serbs in Vojvodina

Famous victims
Sava Šumanović · Rafailo Momčilović · Špiro Bocarić · Platon of Banja Luka · Petar Zimonjić ·
Sava Trlajić · Dositej Vasić · Đorđe Bogić · Vukašin Mandrapa · Branko Dobrosavljević · Jovo Bećir
· Nada Dimić · Muhamed Mehmedbašić

Resistance Đurđevdan uprising · Eastern Herzegovina uprising · Drvar uprising · Srb uprising

Trials Trial of Mile Budak · Operation Gvardijan · Trial of Aloysius Stepinac

Denial Jasenovac – istina · Far-right politics in Croatia

See also Diana Budisavljević · Bleiburg repatriations · Stone Flower · Terrorism in Yugoslavia ·
The Yugoslav Auschwitz and the Vatican · The Diary of Diana B. · Dara in Jasenovac
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